
B
y R

A
L

PH
 B

L
U

M
E

N
T

H
A
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S
peclel to T

he N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es 

A
T

 A
 U

. S
. H

E
L

IC
O

P
T

E
R

 
B

A
S

E
, near C

am
bodia, Jan. 22 

—
 S

o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
ese o

fficers 
an

d
 A

m
erican

 "airb
o
rn

e co
-

o
rd

in
ato

rs," fly
in

g
 ro

u
tin

ely
 

fro
m

 th
is b

ase o
n
 a ju

n
g
led

 
plain in V

ietnam
, sym

bolize the 
d
irect n

atu
re o

f U
n
ited

 S
tates 

com
bat support in C

am
bodia. 

T
he presence of the S

outh V
i-

etn
am

ese, w
h
o
 u

se A
m

erican
 

helicopters to m
aintain contact 

w
ith

 th
e
ir tro

o
p
s a

n
d
 w

ith
 

F
ren

ch
-sp

eak
in

g
 C

am
b
o
d
ian

 
forces below

, is freely acknow
l- 

edged, by U
nited S

tates officers 
here. 

O
th

er asp
ects o

f th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates air • ro
le in

 C
am

b
o
d
ia 

w
ere clarified today in a 'com

-
m

and-sponsored tour for som
e 

co
rresp

o
n
d
en

ts to
 th

is b
ase 

n
ear C

am
b
o
d
ia. T

h
e b

ase is 
p
art o

f a su
p
p
o
rt o

p
eratio

n
 in

-
volving tw

o U
nited S

tates N
avy 

helicopter carriers that recently 
took up positions in the G

ulf of 
S

iam
. A

 co
n
d
itio

n
 o

f th
e v

isit 
w

as th
at th

e lo
catio

n
 o

f th
e 

b
ase, as w

ell as th
e n

u
m

b
er o

f 
so

rties flo
w

n
 an

d
 o

th
er d

etails 
d
eem

ed
 o

f sig
n
ifican

ce to
 th

e 

rE
 N

E
W

 Y
O

R
K

 T
IM

E
S
, S

A
T

U
R

D
A

Y
. JA

N
U

A
R

Y
 2

3
, 1

9
7
1
 	

C
 	

3 
F

rom
 a U

.S
. H

elicopter B
ase: S

u
pport for C

am
bodia 

en
em

y
, b

e k
ep

t secret fo
r se-

curity reasons. 
T

h
e "airb

o
rn

e co
o
rd

in
ato

rs" 
are described as liaison officers 
b
e
tw

e
e
n
 A

m
e
ric

a
n
 sp

o
tte

r 
planes and the S

outh V
ietnam

-
ese in

 th
e h

elico
p
ters an

d
 o

n
 

the ground. 
T

h
e co

m
m

an
d
 sp

o
k
esm

an
 

w
h
o
 u

sed
 th

e term
 "airb

o
rn

e 
co

o
rd

in
ato

r" at th
e d

aily
 S

ai-
g
o
n
 w

ar b
riefin

g
 to

d
ay

 co
n
-

ced
ed

 th
at h

e h
ad

 n
ev

er h
eard

 
o
f it b

efo
re in

 h
is 1

9
 y

ears in
 

the A
ir F

orce. 
T

he U
nited S

tates helicopter 
base on S

outh V
ietnam

ese ter-
rito

ry
 n

ear C
am

b
o
d
ia w

as es-
tab

lish
ed

 sh
o
rtly

 b
efo

re th
e 

S
o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
ese jo

in
ed

 th
e 

C
am

bodians in an operation to 
clear R

o
u
te 4

 b
etw

een
 P

n
o
m

-
penh and the vital port of K

om
-

pong S
om

 last w
eek. T

he m
ost 

critical phase of that operation 
ap

p
ears n

o
w

 to
 h

av
e en

d
ed

,  
w

ith the capture by C
am

bodian 
troops of the northern entrance.  
to

 P
ich

 N
il P

ass o
n
 R

o
u
te 4

 
yesterday. 

O
fficers at th

e h
elico

p
ter 

b
ase, in

clu
d
in

g
 a co

m
m

an
d
 

sp
o
k
esm

an
, said

 th
at S

o
u
th

 
V

ietnam
ese soldiers "sit in the 

b
ack

 seat" o
f co

n
tro

l h
elico

p
-

ters an
d
 h

elico
p
ter g

u
n
sh

ip
s 

"to
 h

elp
 id

en
tify

 targ
ets u

n
d
er 

attack."  
T

he U
nited S

tates support is 
often so close to friendly troops 
o
n
 th

e g
ro

u
n
d
 th

at th
e S

o
u
th

 
V

ietn
am

ese h
ad

 to
 b

e ab
o
ard

 
to

 k
e
e
p
 in

 to
u
c
h
 w

ith
 th

e
ir 

o
w

n
 p

o
sitio

n
s, th

e A
m

erican
s 

explained. 
In

 th
e
 p

a
st, su

o
h
 c

lo
se

 
ground-air control has been the 
characteristic of direct com

bat 
su

p
p
o
rt, w

h
ich

 th
e co

m
m

an
d
 

has been m
aintaining it has not 

been providing in C
am

bodia. 

T
oday, how

ever, w
ith W

ash-
in

g
to

n
 o

fficials b
eg

in
n
in

g
 to

 
ack

n
o
w

led
g
e th

e ex
isten

ce o
f 

su
c
h
 d

ire
c
t a

ir su
p
p
o
rt, th

e
 

com
m

and in its daily w
ar com

-
m

u
n
iq

u
e referred

. fo
r th

e first 
tim

e to "ail..operations" instead 
'o

f "in
teid

iE
tio

n
," a term

—
as 

the com
m

and form
erly used it 

—
th

at ex
clu

d
ed

 co
m

b
at su

p
-

port operations. 
T

h
e h

elico
p
ter b

ase, o
n
 a 

plain .near som
e low

 hills over-
looking the turquoise w

aters of 
th

e G
u
lf o

f S
iaiu

, is less th
an

 
a h

alf h
o
u
r's fly

in
g
 tim

e fro
m

 
C

am
b
o
d
ia. T

h
e b

ase h
as o

n
e 

m
ain runw

ay, w
ith helicopters 

p
ark

ed
 alo

n
sid

e it an
d
 o

n
ly

 
sim

p
le w

o
o
d
en

 'b
u
ild

in
g
s fo

r 
co

m
m

an
d
 o

p
eratio

n
s. O

n
 th

e 
nearby beach, V

ietnam
ese fish-

erm
en

 cast teir n
ets, o

b
liv

io
u
s 

to thechatterofhelicopters 
com

ing and going. 
C

leveland 105 M
iles O

ff 
C

o
n
trary

. to
 earlier rep

o
rts, 

th
e tw

o
 h

elico
p
ter carriers are 

not the m
ain bases for the hel-

ico
p
ters, w

h
ich

 o
p
erate o

u
t o

f 
th

is fix
ed

 lan
d
 b

ase in
 team

s 
o
f th

ree—
tw

o
 h

eav
ily

 arm
ed

 
C

obra gunships and alight ob-
servation helicopter. 

O
n
e sh

ip
, th

e lan
d
in

g
 p

lat-
fo

rm
 d

o
ck

 C
lev

elan
d
, is p

o
si-

tioned som
ew

hat over five nau-
tical m

iles o
ff C

am
b
o
d
ia. It 

serv
es as a h

elico
p
ter lan

d
in

g
 

z
o
n
e
 a

t se
a
 fo

rre
fu

e
lin

g
 o

r 
em

ergencies. Its sm
all rear deck 

can
 o

n
ly

 acco
m

m
o
d
ate th

ree 
m

edium
-size helicopters. 

T
h
e o

th
er sh

ip
, th

e h
elico

p
-

ter landing platform
 Iw

o Jim
a, 

is o
n
 statio

n
 1

2
 to

 2
0
 m

iles 
fu

rth
e
r o

u
t o

f se
a
. S

h
e
 c

a
r-

ries the supplies helicopters fly 
in to S

outh V
ietnam

ese troopS
 

in
 C

am
b
o
d
ia, alth

o
u
g
h
 U

n
ited

 
S

tates o
fficials say

 o
n
ly

 n
in

e 
lo

a
d
s, m

a
in

ly
 b

a
tte

rie
s a

n
d
 

flares, h
av

e b
een

 flo
w

n
 in

 so
 

fa
r, th

e
 b

u
lk

 o
f th

e
 m

isste
p
 

having.been com
bat support. 

T
he Iw

o Jim
a also carries 4n 

u
n
sp

ecified
 n

u
m

b
er o

f U
n
ite4

 
S

tates 'M
arin

e g
ro

u
n
d
 co

m
b
it 

tro
o
p
s, a ro

u
tin

e co
m

p
lem

en
t 

o
n
 su

ch
 am

p
h
ib

io
u
s craft th

at, 
U

n
ited

 S
tates o

fficials in
sist 

w
ill n

o
t b

e
 u

se
d
 to

 fig
h
t in

 
C

am
bodia. 
S

om
e D

o S
tep on L

and 
It w

a
s o

n
e
 o

f th
e
 U

n
ite

s 
S

tates lo
g
istics o

fficers fro
th

 
th

e h
elico

p
ter b

ase w
h
o
 w

as 
photographed laS

t w
eek on the 

ground in C
am

bodia. T
he base 

co
m

m
an

d
er h

ere d
eclin

ed
 to

 
g
iv

e th
at so

ld
ier's n

am
e to

d
ay

. 
H

o
w

e
v
e
r, h

e
 sa

id
 su

c
a
 

tro
o
p
s o

ften
 h

av
e to

 step
 o

u
.$

 
o
f th

e
 h

e
lic

o
p
te

rs o
n
 th

e
 

ground "to hand S
om

ebody bat: 
teries or som

ething." 
T

he com
m

ander said his m
en 

h
ad

 n
ev

er b
een

 fired
 o

n
 w

h
ile 

th
e
y
 w

e
re

 o
n
 th

e
 g

ro
u
n
d
 in

 
C

am
b
o
d
ia .b

u
t th

e co
m

m
an

d
 

sp
o
k
esm

an
 said

 th
at if th

ey
 

w
ere sh

o
t at th

ey
 w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e 
"th

e in
h
eren

t rig
h
t 'o

f self-d
ei 

fen
se —

th
ey

 w
o
u
ld

 d
o
 w

h
at 4 

ev
er th

ey
 h

ad
 to

." 


