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M
r. P

resident, m
y term

 of office in 
the S

enate is draw
ing to a close. 

D
uring m

y tw
o years as a m

em
ber 

of this body, I have devoted m
uch of 

m
y

 en
erg

ies to
 seek

in
g

 a d
efin

itiv
e 

end to the Indochina w
ar. 

F
ifteen

 m
o

n
th

s ag
o

, I sto
o

d
 h

ere 
an

d
 p

ro
p
o
sed

 th
e first leg

islatio
n
 

req
u

irin
g

 th
e co

m
p

lete, safe an
d

 
o

rd
erly

 w
ith

d
raw

al o
f all A

m
erican

 
forces from

 V
ietn

am
 b

y
 a fix

ed
 d

ate. 
A

t th
at tim

e, I sto
o
d
 alo

n
e. L

ess th
an

 
a y

ear later, fo
rty

 S
en

ato
rs w

en
t o

n
 

reco
rd

 in
 su

p
p
o
rt o

f •th
e essen

tially
 

sam
e legislation—

the A
m

endm
ent to 

E
n
d
 th

e W
ar. 

D
esp

ite o
u
r effo

rts, th
e w

ar co
n
-

tinues w
ithout foreseeable end, and the 

P
resident's w

ords and actions suggest 
th

at h
e is p

rep
ared

 to
 sacrifice all 

p
ro

sp
ects fo

r p
eace in

 o
rd

er to
 p

re-
serv

e th
e ex

istin
g
 o

rd
er in

 S
o
u
th

 
V

ietn
am

; an
d
 th

at h
e ev

en
 co

n
tem

-
p
lates a n

ew
 co

u
rse o

f escalatio
n
, 

Senator G
oodell A

sks 
C

olleagues to E
nact H

is 
A

nti-W
ar A

m
endm

ent 

p
erh

ap
s m

o
re d

ev
astatin

g
 th

an
 ev

er 
before. 

M
an

y
 say

 th
e w

ar is all b
u
t o

v
er, 

sav
e fo

r th
e p

artin
g
 sh

o
ts. Y

et I fear 
a n

ew
 p

h
ase o

f th
e w

ar is ju
st b

eg
in

-
ning. 

M
an

y
 say

 th
e w

ar is n
o

 lo
n

g
er a 

national issue. Y
et I fear it infects our 

country like a disease w
hose outw

ard 
m

an
ifestatio

n
s m

ay
 tem

p
o
rarily

 fad
e, 

o
n
ly

 to
 b

reak
 o

u
t ag

ain
 w

ith
 ren

ew
ed

 
virulence. 

T
h

e scen
ario

 h
as n

o
w

 b
een

 set b
y

 
the A

dm
inistration for the resum

ption 
of 

an
 ex

ten
d
ed

 air w
ar o

v
er N

o
rth

 
V

ietn
am

. T
h
is m

ean
s th

at th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates 
is prepared to re-escalate the  

conflict, ignoring the tragic lessons of 
the S

ixties. It m
eans the A

dm
inistra-

tio
n
 in

ten
d
s p

rim
arily

 to
 rely

 u
p
o
n
 

the direct use of A
m

erican air pow
er 

to
 m

ain
tain

 th
e m

ilitary
 statu

s q
u
o
 

in V
ietnam

. 
P

resident N
ixon has decided to use 

the threat of escalation in the air over 
N

orth V
ietnam

 in order to prevent the 
enem

y from
 building its capacity to 

launch offensives in S
outh V

ietnam
. 

T
he enem

y has already stated that 
it w

ill not be deterred by this threat, 
and w

ill continue firing upon A
m

erican 
reconnaissance planes. 

It is a m
atter o

f h
isto

ry
 th

at th
e 

b
o

m
b

in
g

 o
f th

e N
o

rth
 w

as tried
 fo

r 
th

ree y
ears b

y
 th

e Jo
h
n
so

n
 A

d
m

in
. 

istratio
n
. It failed

. W
h
ile in

flictin
g
 

en
o

rm
o

u
s lo

ss o
f life, th

e b
o

m
b

in
g

 
did not effectively prevent the infil-
tration of m

en and supplies from
 the 

N
o

rth
. It d

id
 n

o
t sto

p
 th

e C
o

m
m

u
-

nists from
 m

ounting the devastating 
T

et O
ffen

siv
e o

f 1
9
6
8
. It d

id
 n

o
t 

w
eaken H

anoi's w
illingness to fight 

n
o

r stren
g

th
en

 its d
esire to

 m
ak

e 
concessions. 

T
hus the new

 plan for air escalation 
w

ould be alm
ost certain not to w

ork, 
w

ere it to entail nothing m
ore than a 

retu
rn

 to
 th

e o
ld

 Jo
h

n
so

n
 b

o
m

b
in

g
 

strategy. 
T

here is a fundam
ental flaw

 in the 
A

dm
inistration's policy: the perm

anent 
reliance upon U

.S
. m

ilitary pow
er in 

In
d
o
ch

in
a. O

n
e o

b
v
io

u
s sig

n
 o

f th
e 

perm
anence of our m

ilitary com
m

it-
m

ent is the A
dm

inistration's plan for 
m

aintaining a residual force in V
iet-

nam
. 

A
 still m

ore disturbing sign is that 
the A

dm
inistration evidently intends 

to
 ap

p
ly

 d
irect U

.S
. m

ilitary
 fo

rce, 
w

h
en

ev
er n

ecessary
, to

 try
 to

 m
ak

e 
sure that V

ietnam
ization is never seri-

ously tested by the enem
y. S

outh V
iet-

nam
ese forces apparently are expected 

to
 tak

e o
v
er fro

m
 o

u
r tro

o
p
s o

n
ly

 th
e 

m
o

re ro
u

tin
e co

m
b

at d
u

ties, su
ch

 as 
pacification. T

he m
ajor burden of de-

terring large-scale enem
y attacks w

ill 
continue to rest on our m

ilitary pow
er. 

T
en

, tw
en

ty
 o

r th
irty

 A
m

erican
 

boys now
 die in Indochina every w

eek. 
T

his m
ay not seem

 m
uch com

pared to 
the hundreds that w

ere dying w
eekly 

a few
 y

ears ag
o
. B

u
t th

is w
ill b

e a 
continuing drain of lives, going on for 
y

ears to
 co

m
e. It w

ill m
o

u
n

t u
p

 to
 

th
o

u
san

d
s m

o
re d

eath
s in

 a w
ar in

 
w

h
ich

 fifty
-th

ree th
o

u
san

d
 h

av
e al-

ready died. 
M

ore devastating still, w
ill be the 

carnage of the V
ietnam

ese people. 
M

r. P
resid

en
t, w

e are d
estro

y
in

g
 

Indochina in the nam
e of preserving 

it. W
e are d

estro
y

in
g

 it in
 o

rd
er to

 
m

ain
tain

 th
e ro

le o
f a co

rru
p

t an
d

 
dictatorial regim

e, com
m

itted to end-
less w

ar, over an unw
illing populace 

th
at ab

o
v
e all o

th
er th

in
g
s, w

an
ts 

peace. T
his is a m

oral disgrace—
and 

a m
ockery of the principles of free-

dom
, justice and hum

anity upon w
hich 

our ow
n great nation w

as founded. 
S

ooner or later, the brutal realities 
o

f th
e w

ar w
ill o

b
tru

d
e th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e 

lay
er o

f co
sm

etics th
at th

e A
d

m
in

-
istratio

n
 h

as so
 carefu

lly
 ap

p
lied

 to
 

V
ietnam

. 
M

r. P
resident, the A

m
endm

ent to 
E

nd the W
ar developed credibility last 

sum
m

er because it w
as backed by a 

solid, bipartisan coalition in the S
en-

ate that transcended the political as-
pirations of particular S

enators. 
T

h
at cred

ib
ility

 w
o
u
ld

 b
e lo

st if 
legislation to end the w

ar w
ere "po-

liticized" at this tim
e—

particularly, 
if it w

ere to becom
e em

broiled in 1972 
P

residential politics. T
hat could result 

in
 a retu

rn
 to

 th
e confusing situation 

o
f late 1

9
6

9
, w

h
ere sev

eral S
en

ato
rs 

w
ere fru

itlessly
 co

m
p
etin

g
 fo

r p
u
b
lic 

reco
g

n
itio

n
 o

f th
eir o

w
n

 v
ary

in
g

 leg
-

islative proposals on the w
ar. 

I b
eliev

e th
e S

en
ate sh

o
u
ld

 en
act 

th
e A

m
en

d
m

en
t to

 E
n
d
 th

e W
ar in

 
the com

ing session. 

T
hese 

excerp
ts a

re 
fro

m
 S

en
ato

r 
C

harles E
. G

oodell's last m
ajor speech 

in C
ongress on V

ietnam
. 

H
e titled 

it 
"R

eturn to E
scalation in Indochina." 


