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WASHINGTON, Dec. 8—
Secretary of State William P. 
Rogers told Congress today that 
The United States must assume 
a long-term program of assist-
ance in Cambodia, but he em-
phasized that the Administra-
tion was intent on avoiding 
direct military involvement 
there. 

The Senate, meanwhile, ap-
proved a $66-billion defense 
appropriations bill containing 
a provision prohibiting the 
President from introducing 
American ground troops into 
Cambodia without the consent 
of Congress. 

The defense bill—$2.3-billion 
less than the Administration 
had requested—was approved 
by the Senate by a vote of 
89 to 0 after one day of dis-
cussion and sent to a Senate-
House conference committee. 

Along with Secretary of De-
fense Melvin R. Laird, Mr. 
Rogers testified before a gen-
erally sympathetic Senate ap-
propriations subcommittee in 
support of the Administration's 
request for $1-billion in sup-
plementary military aid, in- 
cluding $255-million for Cam-
bodia. 

The request for Cambodia, 
which could become a major 
controversy of this session of 
Congress, is running into op-
position from some members 
of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee who are fear-
ful that an American commit-
ment to support the Lon Nol 
Government could lead to a 
United States involvement in 
Cambodia equal to that on 
South Vitnam. 

Fund Burb Is Apporved 
In a climax to the long con-

troversy in the Senate over 
imposing Congressional re-
straints on the President's au-
thority to undertake military 
activities in Cambodia, the Sen-
ate, with a minimum of debate, 
accepted a Senate Appropria-
tions Committee provision in 
the desnse appropriations pro-
hibiting the use of any of 
the funds to finance the intro-
duction of American ground 
combat troops into Laos, Thai-
land or Cambodia." 
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The Administration made no 
attempt to oppose the prohibi-
tion in the Senate. This ap-
peared to increase the likeli-
hood that the Senate provision 
would be accepted by a Senate-
House Conference Committee 
that will be assigned to recon-
cile differences between the 
Senate and House bills. 

A similar structure on ground 
troops in Laos and Thailand 
was incorporated, with Admin-
istration approval, in the de-
fense appropriations act last 
year, and included in the de- 

fense bill again this year by 
the House. 

At the suggestion of Senators 
John Sherman Cooper, Republic 
of Kentucky, and Frank Church 
Democrat of Idaho, the co-spon-
sors of the Cambodian amend-
ment in the Senate, the pro-
hibition was broadened by 
the Senate Appropriations com-
mittee to include Cambodia. 

President Nixon, he said 
"hasmade clear he has no in 
tention of using combat forces 
or military advisers in Cambo 
dia." 

Two Areas Left Open 
In the course of their testi 

mony, however, Mr. Rogers and 
Mr. Laird left open the possi 
bility of two areas of military 
involvement in Cambodia by 
American forces. Mr. Laird said 
it would be necessary to have 
a military mission in Cambodia 
"which we hope to hold to a 
minimum," to account for the 
use of the military equipment 
supplied by the United States 
And Mr. Rogers, without any 
cross-examination by the sub 
committee, talked in terms of 
American planes providing 
bombing support for the Cam 
bodian Government forces. 

In addition to the Cambodi-
an aid, the Adrninistrationre-
quest includes $500-million in 
military credits for Israel, $30 
million for Jordan, $5-million 
for Lebanon, $150-million for 
South Korea, $65-million for 
South Vietnam and $13-million 
for Indonesia. 

With the exception of the 
Israeli aid, which has already 
been authorized, the rest of 
the program normally must be 
authorized in separate legisla-
tion before any money can be 
appropriated. The authorizing 
legislation is handled by the 
Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee. 

If the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee delays action on the au-
thorizing legislation in the clos-
ing days of the session, there 
were suggestions by Republi-
can members to have the ap-
propriations bill passed by the 
House and then accepted by 
the Senate in a Senate-House 
conference committee. 

Through this route they 
hoped to overcome any last-
minute objections in the Sen-
ate that the aid had not been 
authorized by Congress. 
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