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The State Department confirmed 
today that the United States 
had reached a tentative agree- 
ment on American aid to the 
5,000 troops being recruited or 
trained in Thailand for service 
In Cambodia. 

Robert a. McCloskey, the 
.Statenapertnemes press spokes- 
imam, said that "no float, over-
lain agreements have yet been 
reached," but acknowledged in 
response to questlens that ten-
tative agreement had been 
reached. Mr. McCloskey also in-
divided that SOMA re the troops 
'would to or be prepared to 
go" to Cambodia exalt the end 
of this month. 

Senator is Critical 
The State Depiirtment at-

knowiedgement followed a re-
peat Crum liangkok yesterday 
that Premier Tha.nows Kittika-
charm had said the United 
States had agreed to finance 
the troops. The confirmation 
brought an immediate charge 
by Senator Frank E. Church, 
Democrat of Idaho, that the 
agreement was "another in-
stance Or the abuse that flows 
&urn unchecked executive 
power." 

Senator Church In the spon-
sor. together with Senator John 
Sherman Cooper, Republican of 
Kentucky. of legislation that 
would prevent further Arneri. 
can military operations in Cam-
bodia without the appt0Vad of 
Congress, It would also pro--  
hibit the hiring' of foreign 
troops to fight in Cambodia. 

The legislation, in the form 
of an amendment to the foreign 
military miles bill, has been 
passed by the Senate and is 
now before a Senate-House con-
rerel/CC committee, 

Charch Sees 'Urgency' 
Senator Church argued that 

today's development mop:da-
shed the "urgency" for Con-
gressional acceptance of the 
amendment. lie said that it the 
arnendmer.t were now in ti f net, 
the announeernent "would rep-
resent the senorad violation 
within a week's time." 
-The first," ha continued, 

'was the disc:ssure that direct 
American air support in now 
being extended to Cambodian 
troops_" 

There have been recurrent 
reports that the That were ne. 
mediating with the United States 
over itn.aracial asslitanee for 
any troops tit*. .xnt to Cam-
bodia, 

The Thais are now trainsng, 
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U.S. Tentatively Agrees to Aid 
Thais Being Sent to Cambodia 
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3400 ethnic Cambodians IirinC 
in 'Thailand as well as the first 
contingent of an eventual force 
of 2400 Cambodian soldiers 
who are to be sent to Thailand 
for training. 

Aid is Defended 
State Department officials 

said today teat, while there is 
no actual agreement United 
States officials have merit it 
clear to the TIsale that they will 
get aid for the troops. One 
problem, according to the offs 

re that tree aid must come 
out of American military an%i214. 
rade to Carol:oda. 

The officials say that since 
the SIZR of military aid to Cam-
bodia for this fiscal year has 
not been decided, It is difficult 
to discuss what the Thais can 
be given. 

Slate Department &floods 
my that the ethnic Cambodian 
saildiers whOm the Theis will 
Provide- will be eligible for 
American assistance if they are 
integrated into the Cambodian 
army. 

One reportedly unresolved 
Question Ft whether the Thais 
will allow the ethnic Combo-
Manx to corns under Cambodian 
military control. 

In response to a question, 
Mr. MtFlo:they said that it was 
oar yet clear whether the Ad-
ministration 'would have to ark 
Congress for special legislation 
to authorize the aid. 

lie also said that It would 
be possible for troops recruit. 
ed or trained in 'Thailand to 
enter Cambodia at the end of 
the month whether or not a fi. 
nal agreement on American aid 
was readied by then. 

Defense Depertnieet testi. 
many before a Senate Foreign 
Relations subcommittee last No. 
umber disclosed that, under a 
secret agreement made in 19137, 
the limited States hen been pay-
ing Theliend $130ersillion a year 
for tending a combat division to 
South Vietnam. To encourage 
Thailand to send the unit. the 
United States also agreed to in-
crease lie military assitaance 
by 330imillton for two years 
and to supply Thailand with a 
battery of antiaircraft missiles. 


