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WASHINGTON, July 7—The 
Nixon Administration is draft-
ing plans for a $50-million pro-
gram of military aid for Cam-
bodia in the coning year as 
part of its continuing effort to 
bolster Premier Lon Nol's Gov-
ernment against Communist 
forces. 

Such a program would be in 
keeping with the Administra-
tion's declared intention to aid 
the Cambodian Government 
and encourage other Asiian pow-
ers to assist it, but without a 
direct American military com-
mitment to its survival. 

Official sources said the 
White House had not given 

!final approval to a specific aid 
package but explained that the 
amount was expected lb be 
several times larger than the 
$7.9-million in small arms and 
other military equipment 
shipped to Cambodia, or ap-
proved for shipment, earlier 
this year. 

They said that interagerscy 
planners expected a package 
of $50-million, roughly what 
the White House is said to be-
lieve Congress will approve. 

Because of sensitivities on 
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Capitol Hill, officials empha-
sized that American military 
aid to the Cambodian regime 
would have to be restricted to 
small arms, jeeps, trucks, com-
munications equipment, uni-
forms, tents and other light 
equipment. 

It is not clear whether the 
entire package will be part of 
the worldwide military aid 
program, requiring Congres-
sonal approval, or whether 
part of it will come from gen-
eral contingency funds subject 
only to the President's control.. 

Officials said, however, that 
the Cambodian request for 
some heavy military equipment 
such as helicopters, tactical 
jet fighters, naval patrol craft 
and artillery pieces is likely to 
be turned down. These items 
Were part of the $500-million 
in military aid requested by 
Premier Lon Nol in a message 
to President Nixon on April 20. 

Cambodian Army Expanded 
The Cambodian Government 

requested ample aid to expand 
its army from 30,000 men to 
roughly 200,000 but the Nixon 
Administration questioned its 
ability to absorb large amounts 
of technologically advanced 
equipment. Some high officials 
also opposed large volumes of 
American aid because they 
feared it would lead the United 
States to the same kind of in-
volvement in Cambodia as in 
South Vietnam. 

Instead, President Nixon ap 
proved in June a modest stop-
gap military aid program of 
$7.9-million to provide 20,000 
M-1 rifles and M-2 carbines, 
some pistols and 30-caliber 
Machine guns, plus ammuni-
tion, medical supplies, uni-
forms and radios. 

Previously, the United States 
had delivered to the Cambo-
dian Army about 6,000 Soviet-
designed AK-47 rifles, some 
60-MM. and 82-MM. mortars, 
light and heavy machine guns, 
antitank rocket launchers and 
some ammunition for these 
weapons, all captured from 
enemy forces in Vietnam. 


