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F
ree H

and for Saigon in C
am

bodia 
L

ondon 

S
ecretary

 o
f D

 e f en
se 

M
elv

in
 R

. L
aird

 said
 y

es-
terd

ay
 th

at S
o
u
th

 V
ietn

a-
m

ese fo
rces w

ill b
e free to

 
o
p
erate an

y
w

h
ere in

 C
am

-
' b

o
d
ia after Ju

n
e 3

0
. 

T
h
at d

ate is th
e d

ead
lin

e 
set b

y
 P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
 fo

r 
the w

ithdraw
al of A

m
erican 

tro
o
p
s n

o
w

 in
 C

am
b
o
d
i a. 

L
aird said the deadline w

ill 
definitely be m

et. 
B

u
t h

e said
 h

e w
o
u
ld

 n
o
t 

w
an

t to
 p

u
t "an

y
 lim

it" o
n
 

S
outh V

ietnam
ees action s. 

T
he C

om
m

unists, he indicat-
e
d
, a

re
 fre

e
 to

 m
a
in

ta
in

 
"san

ctu
aries" an

y
w

h
ere in

 
C

am
bodia and consequently 

S
o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
esefo

rces 
sh

o
u
ld

 b
e ab

le to
 attack

 
them

. 

L
aird's replies to questions 

at a L
ondon new

s conference 
appeared to carry som

ew
hat 

fu
rth

er th
e g

rad
u
al sh

ift o
f 

A
m

erican policy tow
ard al-

low
ing the S

outh V
ietnam

ese 
F

ree rein in C
am

bodia. 
O

n M
ay 8, at his new

s con-
feren

ce a w
eek

 after order-
in

g
 A

m
erican

 fo
rces in

to
 

C
am

bodia, P
resident N

ixon 
w

as asked w
hether his June  

30 deadline applied to S
outh 

V
ietnam

ese ground troops. 
H

e said, no, but added: 
"I w

o
u
ld

 ex
p
ect th

at th
e 

S
o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
ese w

o
u
ld

 
com

e out approxim
ately at 

th
e sam

e tim
e th

at w
e d

o
, 

because w
hen w

e com
e out 

our logistical support and air 
support w

ill also com
e out." 

T
h
e S

aig
o
n
 governm

ent 
th

en
 said

rep
eated

ly
an

d
  

forcefully that it m
ust have 

the right to continue attack-
in

g
 in

sid
e C

am
b
o
d
ia after. 

June 30. V
ice P

resident N
gu-

yen C
ao K

y said that the no-
tion of its forces w

ithdraw
ing 

b
y
 a fix

ed
 d

ate w
as "a silly 

argum
ent of silly people." 

O
n June 3, M

r. N
ixon said 

th
at th

e activ
ity

 o
f S

o
u
th

 
V

ietnam
ese troops in C

am
-

bodia, "after their w
ithdraw

-
al fro

m
 th

e san
ctu

aries," 
w

ould "be determ
ined by the 

actions of the enem
y." 
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