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Success Story 

Mr. Nixon 
I Proclaims 

Washington 

President Nixon made 
Cambodia sound so good 
on the TV the other night 
that it almost seems a pity 
to leave the place. "All our 
military objectives have 
been achieved," he said, 
and the whole adventure 
was "the most successful 
operation of this long and 
difficult war." 

Well, maybe so, but the 
President has a way of, 
making complicated and 
even disastrous things sound 

so simple and 
even trium-
phant that one 
wonders. H i s 
"interim r e-
port" on Cam-
bodia was 

more like a lawyer's argu-
ment or even a TV commer-
cial. complete with movies, 
than a presidential statement 
on a major world event, but 
its political wallop should not 
be underestimated. 

He was talking to a coun-
try that wants to pay neither 
the price of victory or defeat 
in Southeast Asia. It wants 
out without seeming to give 
up, and Mr. Nixon under-
stands this zz-e-a-r--n-i-n-g-very 

Accordingly, he passed 
over lightly the division in 
the country over the inva-
sion, the weakness of the 
Cambodian Government, the 
extension of the war, the up-
roar about Cambodia in the 
Senate and the military prob-
lem next spring after another 
150,000 Americans come 
home. 

PROBLEM 
He dealt primarily with the 

immediate problem and con-
cetrated on the immediate 
military success. He had 
been criticized unmercifully, 
he said, for going into Cam-
bodia, but the invasion was 
an unqualified success that 
crippled the enemy, demon-
strated the growing confi-
dence, skill and valor of the 
South Vietnamese, saved 
American life, shortened the 
war and reassured his time-
table for bringing the boys 
back home. 
Who wants to argue 

against a 11 this—especially 
since it will take at least a 
year to estimate the strateg-
ic effects of the invasion? 
Nobody is in a position to 
question the President's fig-
ures on the captured enemy 
equipment. Nobody is 
against saving American 
lives, shortening the war or 
bringing the U.S. expedition-
ary forces back home. The 
President's appeal for popu-
lar support came druing the 
Senate debate on limiting his 
authority in Cambodia—and 
he timed the withdrawal of 
50,000 more men from Viet-
nam for October 15, just be-
fore the November congres-
sional elections. 

CLEAR 
His military strategy is not 

so clear, and it has obviously 
changed since he launched 
the invasion. Originally, he 
left the impression that once 
the Communist sanctuaries 
in Cambodia were destroyed,  

all U.S. military action in 
that country would cease. In 
his latest report, however, 
the President confirmed that 
while all U.S. ground troops 
would be withdrawn by July 
1, he would insist on the right 
to go back in with "air mis-
sions to interdict the move-
ment of enemy troops and 
materiel where I find this 
necessary to protect the lives 
and security of our forces in 
South Vietnam." 

Also, when the President 
ordered the invasion of Cam-
bodia, he said at his May 8 
news conference that he ex-
pected that the South Viet-
namese troops would come 
o u t approximately at the 
same time (by July 1) "be-
cause when we come out, our 
logistical support and air 

support will also come out 
with them." 

In his TV broadcast, how-
ever, Mr. Nixon put no limit 
on the South Vietnamese ac-
tivity in Cambodia in the fu-
ture. On the contrary, he 
said that the South Vietnam-
ese activity would "be deter-
mined by the actions of the 
enemy." In other words, they 
would be free to act as they 
pleased against the enemy in 
Cambodia and be assured 
that American air power 
would at least bomb the 
North Vietnamese supply 
routes into- that country.. 

It would be easy to be cyni-
cal about all this, but one 
should be very careful. The 
President has said publicly 
that he expected the violent 
reaction he got to the Cambo-
dian invasion, but if our re-
ports are even reasonably 
accurate, he was startled by 
the opposition both at home 
and abroad, and is now de-
termined to speed up the 
withdrawal of American 
troops from the'battlefield. 

No doubt he is still hoping 
that his bold and unexpected 
lunge into Cambodia will per-
suade the enemy to make a 
negotiated settlement. He al-
most pleaded with them in 
his broadcast to do so, and 
threatened them with the 
consequences if they didn't, 
offering them to choose be-
tween his hand and his fist. 
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But there is no evidence here 
that they will accept his offer 
or be intimated by his 
threats. 

DILEMMA 

Accordingly, we can only 
guess at what he is doing in 
the face of this dilemma. The 
guess here is that, while he 
still hopes the North Viet-
namese will compromise and 
the South Vietnamese will be 
able to defend and unify their 
country on their own, he is 
determined to pull out. And 
is preparing the way to do 
so, regardless of what the 
North or the South Vietnam-
ese do. 

This is a very delicate op-
eration. It involves proclaim-
ing victory and condemning 
his critics, while piffling out 
as fast as he can. Peace and 
withdrawal were the main 
themes of his TV broadcast, 
and while they were blurred 
by his political maneuvers, 
by his claims of victory and 
the glory of the South Viet-
namese, it would probably be 
wise to wait and see whether 
he is not really following the 
policy of Sen. George Aiken 
(Rep-Vt.) of claiming victory 
and coming home. 


