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OFFICIALS ARE VAGUE
MAY-23 1970
But They Indicate Growing
Likelihood That Raids Will
Be Made if Necessary

By TAD SZULC

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, May 22 —
The United States was reported
today to be prepared to con-
tinue air cover, if needed, for
South Vietnamese forces that
are considered almost certain to
remain in Cambodia after the
American withdrawal deadline
July 1.

The latest evolution of the
Administration’s policy emerged
in a variety of ways during
the day. Spokesmen remained
intentionally vague in their
public comments, but in private,
officials indicated an increas-

| With an eye on Senate crit-
{icism of actions in Cambodia,
the officials noted that the pro-
posed fund-bill amendment for-
bidding the use of American
ground forces in Cambodia —a
measure now under debate —
does not prohibit the wuse of
United States planes to -cover
the South Vietnamese after the
withdrawal.

But, the officials went on,
actual decisions will be made
in the light of specific combat
situations when United States
commanders have determined
that the safety of South Viet-
!namese troops, or the security
of American forces across-the
border in South Vietnam, re-
quires tactical air strikes.

Bombing and Strafing

The support would take the
form of bombing and strafing
missions by jet fighter-bombers
and helicopter gunships.

In any event, it appeared that
the reported course of United
States policy — the apparent
readiness of the Administration
to supply air cover to the South
Vietnamese if need be and to
accept their continued presence
in Cambodia — represented a
major departure from the policy
enunciated by President Nixon
in his news conference May 8
explaining the Cambodian ac-
tion. :

On that occasion, he said that
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U.S. Said to Shl:fl’ Stand on Cambodid Air Cover’

ing likelihood that the support :

‘would go on.

i .Under intensive questioning
by newsmen, the White House
‘press secretary, Ronald L. Zie-
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gler, refused to say whether
the United States would pro-
vide air cover for the South
Vietnamese units. But he ap-
peared to allow for this possi-
bility when he finally said that
he would reserve comment “on
the discussion' of United States
air activity in relation toJune
June 30” in Cambodia.
Some Rule Out Denial

Other high officials said that
if, as assumed, the South Viet-
namese retain in Cambodia the
combat forces that have been
battling the Vietnamese Com-
munists there since April 29,
and if they require air cover,
they cannot be denied it.

were not obliged to abide by|South Vietnamese untis.

the American deadline, I would
expect that the South Vietna-
mese would come out approxi-

Laird Supports Stand

There were growing indica-
tions this week that the Admin-

mately at the same time that|istration had decided to accept
we do because when we come(the argument that the South
out our logistical support and Vietnamese must remain in
air support will also come out{Cambodia or, at least, be free

with them.” /oaray

to return when required. That

Last Saturday White House'interpretation was confirmed

officials told newsmen in a
briefing at Key Biscayne, Fla.,
that the Administration had
every reason to believe that the
South Vietnamese would de-
part about the same time as the
United tSates’forces did.

At that point, however, ac-
cording to authoritative quar-
ters, President Nixon was al-
ready under mounting pressure

|

today by Secretary of Defense
Melvin R. Laird. However, it
was known that many key of-
ficials opposed the policy.

Appearing on the “Today”
telecast of the National Broad-
casting Company, Mr. Laird
said: “I think it would be a
mistake to make a firm time-
table and establish it here for
the Vietnamese forces.”

the occasion should arise when
the South Vietnamese forces

could go into the sanctuary
areas at a time when the sanc-
tuaries are rebuilt; when there
are North Vietnamese occupy-
ing the particular territory, I
would recommend that they be
used if they so desire. It would
be a decision that would be
worked out in cooperation with
the Cambodian Government and’
the South Vietnamese.” :
Mr. Laird emphasized, how-
ever, that there would be “no
American advisers in Cambodia
after June 30.” QOther Adminis-
tration officialg expressed con-
fidence that the South Viet-
namese troops had the capa-
bility to operate without them




