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d
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s d

isru
p
tio

n
" an

d
 h

ad
 b

een
 

fo
rced

 to
 flee d

eep
er in

to
 th

e 
interior. 

T
h
e estim

ate o
f d

am
ag

e in
-

flic
te

d
 o

n
 th

e
 e

n
e
m

y
 fo

rc
e
s 

av
o
id

ed
 an

y
 assertio

n
 th

at th
e 

C
om

m
unist 	

headquarters, 
know

n as the C
entral O

ffice for 
S

o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
, o

r C
O

S
V

N
 —

 
h
ad

 b
een

 cap
tu

red
, b

u
t it •p

re-
sen

ted
 a p

ictu
re o

f co
n
fu

sio
n
 

and retreat in the enem
y cam

p. 
"M

ilitary and intelligence ele-
m

en
ts h

av
e b

een
 o

n
 th

e ru
n
, 

h
av

e h
ad

 lim
ited

 su
ccess in

 
com

m
and and control betw

een 
C

O
S

V
N

 elem
ents •and subordi-

n
ate ech

elo
n
s an

d
 h

av
e b

een
 

en
d
an

g
ered

 b
y
 allied

 m
ilitary

 
o
p
eratio

n
s," a P

en
tag

o
n
 state-

m
ent said. 
T

h
e statem

en
t av

o
id

ed
 p

re-
d
ictio

n
s o

n
 th

e lo
n
g
-ran

g
e ef-

fect o
f th

e C
am

b
o
d
ian

 o
p
era-

tio
n
 an

d
 d

id
 n

o
t m

en
tio

n
 so

m
e 

e
a
rly

 re
p
o
rts b

y
 fie

ld
 c

o
m

-
m

an
d
ers th

at p
art o

f th
e C

en
-

tral O
ffice had been seized. 

S
o
m

e so
u
rces said

 p
riv

ately
 

th
at th

e m
o
st sig

n
ifican

t resu
lt 

o
f th

e o
p
eratio

n
 m

ig
h
t b

e th
e 

"psychological boost" given the 
S

o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
ese tro

o
p
s, w

h
o
 

m
o
v
ed

 to
 th

e o
ffen

se fro
m

 an
 

essentially defensive position in 
S

outh V
ietnam

. 

T
he statem

ent w
as presented 

a
t a

 b
rie

fin
g
 b

y
 Je

rry
 W

. 
F

riedheim
, a •P

entagon spokes-
m

an
, w

h
o
 said

 th
at en

em
y
 so

l-
d
iers w

ere m
o
v
in

g
 w

estw
ard

 
in

 C
am

b
o
d
ia b

efo
re th

e allied
 

a
tta

c
k
s b

e
g
a
n
 A

p
ril 2

9
. H

e
 

added that enem
y headquarters 

fo
rces jo

in
ed

 th
e m

o
v
em

en
t 

w
est after that date. 
"A

t least tw
o m

ajor C
O

S
V

N
 

elem
en

ts m
o
v
ed

 d
eep

er in
to

 
C

am
bodia" during the early 

p
h
a
se

 o
f th

e
 a

tta
c
k
s d

u
e
 to

 
allied

 p
ressu

re, th
e statem

en
t 

said
. B

y
 last w

eek
, it ad

d
ed

, 
"high-level •m

ilitary and politi-
cal elem

en
ts h

ad
 elo

cated
 to

 
positions north of M

em
ot, C

am
-

bodia." 
M

r. F
riedheim

 indicated that 
th

e elu
siv

e h
ead

q
u
arters ele-

m
en

ts h
ad

 m
o
v
ed

 to
 an

 area 
b
ey

o
n
d
 th

e 2
1
-m

ile lim
it set 

b
y
 P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
 fo

r U
n
ited

 
S

tates troops in C
am

bodia, but 
h
e
 a

d
d
e
d
 th

a
t "p

a
rts o

f it" 
co

u
ld

 lie w
ith

in
 strik

in
g
 d

is-
tance of A

m
erican bom

bers. 
T

h
e
 lim

its o
f A

m
e
ric

a
n
 

b
o
m

b
in

g
 a

re
a
s
 in

 C
a
m

-
bodia have •not been m

ade pub-
lic, and P

entagon sources have 
indicated that S

ecretary of D
e- 

fense M
elvin R

. L
aird w

ould lik 
to

 k
eep

 th
e lim

its flex
ib

le, d
e-

p
en

d
in

g
 o

n
 th

e fin
al relo

catio
n
 

of enem
y 'headquarters. 

W
h
ile P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
 h

as 
p
led

g
ed

 to
 w

ith
d
raw

 U
n
ited

 
S

tates troops from
 C

am
bodia b 

Ju
ly

 1
, M

r. L
aird

 h
as testified

 
b
efo

re C
o
n
g
ress th

at h
e w

o
u
ld

 
lik

e
 to

 re
ta

in
 a

u
th

o
rity

 fo
r 

bom
bing C

am
bodia if enem

y ac-
tiv

ity
 th

ere en
d
an

g
ers U

n
ited

 
S

tates tro
o
p
s in

 S
o
u
th

 V
iet-

nam
. 

B
ecause of the allied ground 

an
d
 air attack

s in
 C

am
b
o
d
ia, 

th
e
 P

e
n
ta

g
o
n
 re

p
o
rte

d
, "th

e
 

m
a
jo

r p
o
litic

a
l e

le
m

e
n
t o

f 
C

O
S

V
N

 w
as com

pletely unable 
to m

aintain com
m

and a
n
d
 con-

tro
l o

f its e
le

m
e
n
ts" in

 o
n
e
 

b
rief p

erio
d
. 

T
h
e
 P

e
n
ta

g
o
n
 sta

te
m

e
n
t 

q
u
o
ted

 a p
riso

n
er w

h
o
 said

 a 
p
erm

an
en

t b
ase fo

r 1
2
 cen

tral 
o
ffice staff elem

en
ts an

d
 tw

o
 

su
p
p
o
rt u

n
its h

ad
 b

een
 h

it b
y
 

a B
-52 strike w

hile it w
as-being 

ev
acu

ated
 o

n
 M

ay
 1

1
. A

llied
 

fo
rces later fo

u
n
d
 th

e b
o
d
ies 

o
f 1

5
0
 en

em
y
 so

ld
iers at th

e 
base, the P

entagon said. 

F
R

E
S

H
 ID

E
A

: 
G

IV
E

 T
O

 F
R

E
S

H
 A

IR
 F

U
N

D
. 


