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South Vietnamese 

ground troops have 
crossed the border into 
Laos:to strike at the Ho 
Chi Minh trail, South 
Vietnathese Foreign Min-
ister Tran Van Lam 
revealed yesterday in Ja- 
karta. 	4:661, /c. MAY 

News of the intensifi-
cation of the war in Laos 
was e pect ed by diplo-
matic observers here to 
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have severe political reper-
cussions in the United 
States and to increase the 
threat of military interven7  
lion by China. 

Lam said operations of the 
army of the Republic of Viet-
nam forces in Laos have 
been under way "for some 
time" and are continuing. 

"The Americans have been 
striking at the trail in Laos 
from the air and we have 
been hitting it on the 
ground," Lam said. Ile said 
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the ground assaults are de-
signed to interdict the trail 
but that the Saigon forces 
are not remaining on Laotian 
territory. 

VAGUE 
The South Vietnamese for-

eign minister was vague 
about whether American ad-
visers accompanied the 
troops into Laos and said the ! 
question of American artil-
lery support is "a technical 
question which the generals 
would have to answer." 

He said the raids are being 
con ducted from both the 
First Corps and Second 
Corps areas north of the 
tri-border junction of Cam-
bodia, Laos and South Viet-
nam. 

Lam's report means that 
South Vietnamese forces now 
are actively engaged against 
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North Vietnamese troops in 
both Cambodia and Laos, as 
well as South Vietnam in 
what can only appear as a 
further intensification of the 
war in Indochina. 

A statement issued here by 
Lam at the conclusion of the 
two-day Asian foreign minis-
ter's conference on Cambod-
ia said the Saigon govern-
ment supported the resolu-
tion of the conference on the 
withdrawal of allforeign 
forces from Cambodia. No 
mention of Laos was made in 
the conference communique, 
nor in Lam's formal state 
ment. He disclosed the Lao-
tian operations in an inter-
view with the Los Angeles 
Times. 

EXPECT 
Laotian Premier Souvanna 

Phouma said recently that he 
expected an intensification of 
the war in Laos as a result of 
the new moves there by the 
North Vietnamese and their 
Pathet Lao allies. 

L a m 's disclosure of the 
South Vietnamese operations 
in Laos came as news dis-
patches reaching here quoted 
a Laotian defense ministry 
spokesman as saying that the 
North Vietnamese seizure of 
villages and outposts there in 
an attempt to open new com-
munication lines with Cam- 
b o d i a would make South 
Vietnamese intervention in 
Laos "a necessity." 

Earlier this month, North 
Vietnamese troops took the 
southern Laotian provincial 
capital of Attopeu and moved 
on to Saravane, another pro-
vincial capital 65 miles north 
of Attopeu. 

These thrusts into areas 
previously conceded to the 
Laotian government were 
taken at the time as efforts 
to find a way around Ameri-
canair attacks on the Ho Chi ! 
Minh trail. As a result of 
Lam's statement. it now ap-
pears that these new North 
Vietnamese moves in Laos 
may have been in response 
to South Vietnamese ground 
penetration of the Ho Chi 
Minh trail area. 

CHINA 

The Chinese-owned Hong 
Kong Standard warned there 
Saturday that an expansion 
of the war into Laos "will in-
evitably bring in the Com-
munist giants," according to 
United Press International. 
The paper asked whether the 
!South Vietnamese g o v e r n-
-tent hoped to drive all the 
Communists in Indochin a 
into North Vietnam and keep 
them there with the help of 
the armies of Laos and Cam-
bodia. It reminded its read-
ers of China's intervention in 
Korea when Allied forces ap-
proached the Chinese border 
there. 
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Lam's mention of both American air action and 
South Vietnamese ground ac-
tion raised the question of whether there is any coordi-
n a t i o n of the two which would amount to U. S. close 
air support of the South Viet-n a m e s e ground raids in 
Laos. The South Vietnamese 

foreign minister did not com-
ment on this nor did he state 
whether any armored units are involved. 

The Laotian operations by South Vietnamese ground 
troops mean that Communist supply lines to Cambodia and 
South Vietnam now are being harassed along their entire 
length from Laos in the north to the former port of Sihan-oukville in the south of Cam-bodia. 


