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"T
onight, A

m
erican and South V

ietnam
-

ese u
n
its w

ill a
tta

ck th
e h

ea
d
q
u
a
rters fo

r 
th

e en
tire C

o
m

m
u
n
ist m

ilita
ry o

p
era

tio
n
 in

 
S
o
u
th

 V
ietn

a
m

 . . T
h
is is n

o
t a

n
 in

va
sio

n
 o

f 
C

am
bodia." 
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O
N

 
S

aigon
 

T
N

rT
E

D
 S

T
A

T
E

S
 in

tellig
en

ce h
as b

een
 

convinced fo
r so

m
e tim

e th
at th

e C
o

m
-

m
unists w

ere developing a m
ore elaborate lo-

gistical system
, m

ostly inside L
aos and C

am
-

bodia. P
risoners, defectors and captured docu-

m
en

ts h
av

e p
ro

v
id

ed
 ex

ten
siv

e ev
id

en
ce o

f 
this buildup, intelligence sources say. It has 
not been sudden or recent, but a constant and 
perhaps grow

ing phenom
enon, according to 

these officials. 
B

ey
o

n
d

 th
e g

en
eral statem

en
t, th

ere is 
d
o
u
b
t, co

n
fu

sio
n
 an

d
 arg

u
m

en
t ab

o
u
t w

h
at 

th
e san

ctu
aries in

 C
am

b
o
d
ia really

 co
n
tain

 
and about w

h
at can

 b
e g

ain
ed

 b
y
 in

v
ad

in
g
 

them
. 

O
n the second day of the current opera-

tion, the U
.S

. com
m

and in S
aigon released a 

"m
em

orandum
 to correspondents" describing 

V
iet C

o
n
g
 b

ase areas in
 th

e F
ish

h
o
o
k
 R

e-
gion. In about 500 w

ords, this m
em

o said the 
areas h

av
e p

ro
v
id

ed
 "in

d
isp

en
sab

le b
ases" 

fo
r th

e C
o
m

m
u
n
ists. T

h
ey

 are, th
e m

em
o
 

said, hom
e for V

iet C
ong headquarters, L

ib-
eratio

n
 A

rm
y
 h

ead
q
u
arters, sev

eral C
o
m

-
m

unist divisions, com
m

unications facilities, 
in

filtratio
n

s ro
u

tes, an
d

 "ex
ten

siv
e su

p
p

ly
 

com
plexes." 
T

he m
em

o im
plied that all these—

about 
7000 people—

could be found in the area, but 
th

e in
v

ad
in

g
 arm

ies in
 th

e F
ish

h
o

o
k

 last 
w

eek haven't found them
. T

hey have uncov-
ered

 ex
ten

siv
e su

p
p
ly

 d
u
m

p
s an

d
 h

in
ts o

f a 
few

 o
th

er in
stallatio

n
s. T

h
e 7

0
0

0
 p

eo
p

le 
seem

 to have evaporated. 
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AMERICAN TROOPS WITH MUNITIONS CAPTURED IN CAMBODIA 
Several munitions dumps were found, but no red "Pentagon" 

AR1VIT OFFICIALS have spoken of the 
Fishhook time and again as the Viet 

Cong's Pentagon or its Long Binh, a refer-
ence to the huge U.S. supply depot north of 
Saigon. But several civilian experts on the 
Communist structure reject this view. 

"The trouble with the American mili-
tary is that they see the other side in terms 
of their own thinking," one experienced au-
thority said last week. "They conceive of the 
Communist headquarters as a kind of Penta-
gon, when in fact the physical side of the 
Viet Cong operation is secondary." According 
to this source, the people — the Viet Cong's 
vaunted organization — are far more impor-
tant than any "headquarters," and they are 
almost certain to avoid death or capture in 
an operation like this one. 

If the leaders — and most of the other 
personnel — do escape, how important are 
the supplies and facilities left behind? The 
military view is that they will be extremely 
important — the Communists will have lost 
their rear area, their "nerve center" as one 
general put it. 

But supposedly, they lost that in 1967. 
Administration spokesmen in Washington 
and military officials here have acknowl-
edged that in a matter of months — four to 
six are oft-heard figures — the enemy could 
rebuild its rear area, perhaps in new loca-
tions. So the question really seems to be 
whether the time this operation can buy will 
be in any way decisive, or even very impor-
tant. 

The U.S. military insists that it might 



be decisive and will certainly be important. 
American soldiers here think they have 
made the enemy's position extremely diffi-
cult already. They refuse to accept the idea 
that the North Vietnamese can continue the 
fight regardless of what happens to them -
they're human too, American officers say re-
peatedly, in one way or another. 

* * * 

A.
T THE beginning of the Cambodian cam-

paign some of highest military officials 
here depicted COSVN, Hanoi's central office 
for southern South Vietnam, as a sort of 
guerrilla Pentagon with tiers of underground 
offices and thousands of security forces. 

But this view is no longer heard in Sal-
gon. 

The consensus among experienced mili-
tary officials now is that COSVN has eluded the allied thrust into Cambodia's sanctuaries. 

A First Cavalry intelligence officer, for example, maintained that COSVN "is not a 
single entity but a dispersed collection of off-
ices." The key personnel, he said, left the 
Fishhook several days before the invasion. 

There is also, among specialists on Viet-
namese Communist affairs, some sharp dif-
ference over the nature of COSVN and its 
role in military direction of the war in South 
Vietnam. 

One widely respected expert, for exam-
ple, takes the view that COSVN is a code-name for the headquarters of the People's 
Revolutionary Party, the Communist ele-
ment of the National Liberation Front. 

"I have always doubted that COSVN was a military headquarters as the American military contend," this specialist told Wash-
ington Post staff writer Stanley Karnow in Hong Kong. "The U.S. military tend to de- 

scribe COSVN as if it were a Pentagon. Ac-
tually the Communist leadership in the 
South is civilian, with a military section of 
course." 

"The Communist headquarters has been a kind of permanent floating crap game, part of it inside South Vietnam in the Tay Ninh area, another part near Attopeu in south 
Laos, and so forth," this expert continued. 
"The headquarters was really the Peoples 
Revolutionary Party Central Committee . . 
if you can capture the Central Committee of 
the Peoples Revolutionary Party or the 
North Veitnamese commanders, then you 
have something. But when you capture a 
headquarters that has been evacuated, what 
have you got? It is like capturing an empty 
Pentagon, to put it in American military 
terms." 

Another observer of South Vietnamese 
Communist affairs here conjectured that the 
home base of the Communist central office 
would be an area "where the functions of 
running the political-military effort could be 
carried out with the least amount of fuss or minimum number of personnel and build-
ings." 

An unlikely location for the central 
command headquarters, in his view, would be a large and well-equipped bunker complex 
such as "the city" southwest of Snoul in 
Cambodia. The White House speculated last 
week that "The City" might prove to be the 
home of COSVN. 

And so, despite the implied promise in President Nixon's April 30 speech the opin-ion of experienced observers here is that it 
would be "by luck or rare coincidence" that 
the American forces in Cambodia could find COSVN. 

Times-Pose Serrie' 


