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WASHINGTON, May 13—
Secretary of State William P. 
Rogers said today that the 
United States would not become 
"militarily involved" with troop 
or air support to defend the 
Cambodian Government, but 
was encouraging South Viet-
nam and Thailand to cooperate 
with Cambodia in meeting 
Communist threats. 

This policy, he said, is the 
essence of the Nixon doctrine 
— "Asians cooperating with 
each other to handle Asian 
problems." 

Since both Thailand and 
South Vietnam receive large 
amounts of United States mili-
tary aid, Mr. Roger's remarks 
pointed toward the possibility 
of some long-term arrange-
ments for the United States to 
aid the Cambodian regime of 
Premier Lon Nol indirectly even 
if direct engagement was ruled 
out. 

The Secretary put in a sur-
prise appearance at a routine 
State Department briefing to 
make his first detailed public 
remarks on the two-week-old 
military sweep of Communist 
sanctuaries in Cambodia and 
the subsequent wave of criti-
cism in this country and abroad. 

Tells of Meetings 
Describing his meetings in 

the last week with five delega-
tions of university students and 
faculty members, Mr. Rogers 
said: "The moderates  were very 
confused about whether the 
Government was going to get 
bogged down in Cambodia." 

"I was impressed by their 
emotional involvement," he 
said. "It was an emotional in-
volvement based on a reasoning 
process. They talked of the real 
issues, asked intelligent ques-
tions." 

But he expressed confidence 
that their anxieties would be 
dissipated as the Cambodian 
operation was terminated. 

"This is not an escalatioir," 
he said. "It is not an attempt 
to win a military victory. If :it 
were, their anxieties would, be 
well founded. But the President 
has committed himself to BM 
Rations of time and distance, 
and events will answer these 
anxieties." 

Initial foreign reaction has 
been "reserved or negative," 
he said, but this, too, is chang-
ing as the limits of the opefa-
ton become clear. 

By the end of June, Mr. 
Rogers stressed, all American , 
troops will be withdrawn from 
the Cambodian sanctuaries, as 
will the American personnel 
accompanying a South Vietna-
mese flotilla up the Mekong 
River to a point 21.7 miles in- 

Continued on Page 15, Column I 

{Continued From Page 1, Col. 8 

side Cambodia—the limit of 
'penetration imposed by Presi- 
dent Nixon. r 

Sea and Air Activity 
The Secretary left the way 

open, however, for continuing 
two other actions to curtail 
communist operations in Cam-
bodia: patrolling of internationa 
Waters to prevent supplies 
from reaching Communist base 
teas and air activity—which 
e did not further define—over 

he jungle border between Cam-
bodia and South Vietnam. 

2  Both of these measures have 
long predated the move into 
the sanctuaries, Mr. Rogers 
aid. He would not commit the 
dininistration to terminating 
em at the same time as the 
e;cific maneuver now under 

way. 

We don't intend to become 
InVolved militarily in support of 
40 Cambodian government," 
tbe secretary said several times. 
Under questioning, he explained 

at by involvement he meant 
C use of American troops or 

air support for other national 
forces. 

"I'm talking about United 
States troops, or air support 
Or something," Mr. Rogers 
Said. "Now, in terms of as-
sistance, military assistance by 
way of supplies or otherwise, 
the President has announced 
that we are going to provide 
Some assistance consistent with 
he present authtority that we 
have. Obviously any larger 
grogram would require Con-
gressional approval. I don't 
th in k we have crossed that 
thige. We have no present 

Plans to embark on that kind 
;program." 

Elsewhere in his relaxed 35- 
tinute news conference, Mr. 
Angers made clear that he in-

uded military advisers when 
.:spoke of limitations on en-
Ong American troops in 

ambodia. 
r He said it was probably 
iremature to discuss all the 
tamifications of the relation-
ship evolving among Cam-
bodia, South Vietnam and 

Doubts Threat to Program 
Mr. Rogers acknowledged 

tbat South Vietnamese military 
support for the Lon Nol Govern-

ent might divert energies from 
war in South Vietnam, but 

dismissed it as a threat to 
ixon program for transfer-
combat duties to South 

namese forces. 
. Rogers reiterated the 
e made yesterday by the 

etary of Defense, Melvin 
aird, that American troops 
I be out of combat in South 
am by the middle of 1971." 
explained publicly for the 

time controversial testimo-
hat he had given to a 
ressional committee on 

Al 23, which has been in- 
eted as meaning that he 

o ova sed the move into Cam-
b 

cording to Congressional 
es, Mr. Rogers had said 
recognize that if he esca-
and if we 'get involved in 
bodia with our ground 
s that our whole program 
eated." 

Points Out the Context 
r. Rogers did not chal-

ito the 'accuracy of the quo- 

f inft

t 'on, but pointed out that it 
..: in the context of ques-

t nS about sending United 
es troops to support the 

Lon Nol Government. 



was not referring to the 
pimsibility of incursions, of tem 
pry activities," he said. "If 
Dohad been able to read over 
tfKtranscript, I would have 
made it clear that I meant any 
'deer involvement , involve-
/nen:A of any. length." 

Rogers also confirmed 
t 	he had discussed the Ad- 
0. 

tration's problems of re- 
1 	to young people with 

r J. Hickel, Secretary of 
nterior, before Mr.Hickel 

wilWe his stern leiter to Presi-
dentNixon last week. 

"here was no discussion of 
afiy.;letter or any problems he 
in§rhave had seeing the Presi-
dent;" Mr. Rogers said, "but 
I a "geed with hiS concern about 
th attitude of young people, 

portance that young No- 
p$: ave confidence in their Gpt meat and the question 
o F *ether we Were communi-
cap* enough with theni." 

?Zmmunication is such a 
fagipnable word these days, 
but;rm not sure that anyone 
reatly knows what is meant by the word," he added.. 	_ 


