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TiTe Under Secretary of State, 
Etiot 4. Richardson, said to-
d that 1When the Admmistra-
tikn decided to send United 
Sates troops. into Cambodia, it 
blieved the possibility of Chi-
nre Communist intervention 
it Indochina was remote 
etoug to constitute an "accept-
Ale risk." 

e added that the Soviet 
ion had maintained a 

Zather restrained posture" 
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United Press International mit 
Allsworth Bunker, U.S. Am-
Iiassador to South Vietnam, 
,:bredieted it Would take 10 
toonths for Communists to 
',rebuild Cambodian bases. 
Ps since the military operation in 

mbodia began 10 days ago. 
Mr. Richardson said he doubted 
Ilia Moscow would make any 
moves toward convening an 
I ochina peace conference 

ile the allied Sweep was go-
id on. 

Nr. Richardson gave this as-
setsment of Communist reac-
tion to the United States drive 
against North Vietnamese base 
areas in Cambodia in an inter-
Vtw on the American Broad: 
casting Company's radio and 
television program "Issues and 
Alswers." 
'Veiled threats that Chinese 

"Colunteers" might join North 
Vietnamese forces fighting in 
Liet)s and Cambodia have come 
though several low-level diplo-
matic channels in recent 
■reeks, according to Western 

cifPlomatic sources here. 
'An Acceptable Risk' 

„IVIr. Richardson said that the 
intelligence estimates given to 
President Nixon before he de-
cidd lat last month to send 
troops from South Vietnam 
across the Cambodian frontier 
"took this possibility into ac-
count." 

-VI don't think I could ex-
clude it as a possibility," he 
sajd, "but nonetheless it was a 
ently remote, that, looking at 
atpcluded that this was an ac-
the situation on balance, it was 
c6table risk." 

The Under Secretary ac-
kwledged that he, and other 
Presidential advisers, had ex-- 
pwssed "misgivings with re-
spipct to possible wider reper-
cnSsions" from the Cambodian 
action, but he quickly added: "I 
det not regard myself as hav-
ing been an opponent of the 
tiCisions that were taken." 

1A/Ir. Richardson, a former At-
torney General of Massachu-
setts, has been considered less 
thin enthusiastic about the 
Cambodian operation. His aides 
concede that he played no 
major role in the decisions 
lekling up to the action, but 
insist that he has actively sup-
petted the policy in discussions 
with Congressmen and •public 
delegations. 

'He did not explain whether 
thb wider repercussions he 
feared were foreign or do-
Mastic, but he admitted that 
the.  reaction of dissent in this 
country "has been more intense 
than I personally expectd." 

Bunker Doubts New Raids 
Asked what the United 

States would do if Communist 
fotces in Cambodia threatened 
to occupy Pnompenh, or the 
capital, overthrow the present 
Cambodian Government, Mr. 
Rithardson said: "The only 
categorical answer I can give 
yot is that I do not foresee 
that we would involve United 
Sties combat forces to pre-
vent this." 

l'he United States Ambassa-
dor to South Vietnam, Ells-

h Bunker, also commented 
ay on the Cambodian ac-

ticr. He said he doubted that 
American troops would have to 
rripe repeated raids into Cam-
bodia to keep the North Viet-
nalnese forces from rebuilding 
baSe areas that are now being 
d*troyed. 

43e predicted that it would 
tate Communist forces 10 
months to reconstruct these 
bOe areas "to get functioning 
in the same magnitude." 

)This operation gives more 
tiOe to develop the Vietnamese 
forces—I think the Vietnamese 
can handle whatever situation 
develops at that time," he said. 
One advantage of the present 
operation against the Cambod-
ian refuges, Mr. Bunker said. is 
that .it buys time for the im-
provement of the Vietnamese 
armed forces. 

Ambassador Bunker returned 
to Washington for consulta-
tions late last week and con-
ferred with President Nixon 
yesterday. 


