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ably the naval blockade. He 
said he had already supplied 
some 4,000 American = trained 
ethnic Cambodian troops from 
the South Vietnamese forces, 
but he expected that more 
would have to be sent to Pnom-
penh to bolster the,  position of 
the Lon Nol Government. 

In the long term, he said, the 
South Vietnamese would take 
on the job of training the Cam-
bodian Army, which Mr. Thieu 
described as weak and poorly 
equipped. "But they have the 
manpower," he said, "and we 
can provide the advice." 

Mr. Thieu said he believed 
that the next six months would 
be critical for the war as well 
as for political leaders. 

"If Lon Nol and Cambodia 
stand for the next six months," 
he said, "then I think Mr. 
Nixon will win the Congres-
sional elections this year and 
be re-elected in 1972, because 
then the operations will have 
proven a success." 

"Also," he said, "if we keep 
up the pressure on the Commu-
nists for the next six months, 
then I think they will no have 
choice but to negotiate a 

contact with the new Cam-
bodian Premier through the 
South Vietnamese delegation 
established last week in Pnom-
penh. The two countries have 
had no formal diplomatic rela-
tions since 1963. 

"I have a friend," he said, 
laughing, when he was asked 
about his earlier contacts with 
the Cambodian regime. "We 
keep in touch." 

The President said he and 
General Lon Nol had come to 
their "agreement in principle" 
about South Vietnamese opera-
tions in eastern Cambodia two 
or three days before President 
Nixon announced on April 30 
that United States troops would 
cross the Cambodian border to 
clear out North Vietnamese 
and Vietcong sanctuaries. 

He said Premier Lon Nol had 
requested support from South 
Vietnamese forces for the gen-
eral defense of Cambodia east 
of the Mekong River. 

In the short term, Mr. Thieu 
said, the agreement would in-
volve direct South Vietnamese settlement or fade away." 
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SAIGON, South Vietnam, 

May 8--President Nguyen Van 
Thieu said tonight •that he and 
Premier Lon Nol of Cambodia 
had worked out "agreements 
in principle" for South Vietna-
mese troops to conduct con-
tinuing military operations in 
eastern Cambodia. 

In addition, Mr. Thieu said 
the two Governments had dis-
cussed the feasibility of a 
South Vietnamese naval block-
ade of the Cambodian coast 
line and principal port—Kom-
pong Son, formerly called Si-
hanoukville — to prevent the 
North Vietnamese from bring-
ing in military supplies by sea. 

"Our navy is capable of 
guarding the whole coast," Mr. 
Thieu said. "We. have the ships 
and we think it would be a 
good idea.".  

[In Pnompenh, Cambodian 
security officials said that 
they would welcome a large- 
scale thrust by the South 
Vietnamese Navy up the Me- 
kong River to evacuate 
Vietnamese residents. Ad- 
vance elements of a South 
Vietnamese flotilla on the 
Mekong, bound for Pnom-
penh, were reported to have 
crossed the border into Cam-
bodia.] 
Mr. Thieu made it clear that 

South Vietnamese troops would 
not be bound by the restrictions 
President Nixon has placed on 
the United States forces oper-
ating in Cambodia. 

Pledge Made by Nixon 
Mr. Nixon promised Congres-

sional leaders last Tuesday 
that American troops would 
withdraw from Cambodia by 
the end of June and would 
penetrate no deeper than about 
20 miles without Congressional 
approval. 

Mr. Thieu said: 'We have no 
deadline, no limits. We will 
move on intelligence. When 
there is a target, we will strike 
it." 

Mr. Thieu discussed the Cam-
bodian situation and other 
topics at a small dinner at the 
Presidential Palace. Eight for-
eign correspondents — seven 
Americans and one European—
sat with him at a table under 
the elm trees on the palace 
grounds while the President 
talked for four hours about the 
situation in Indochina. 

Delegation in Pnompenh 
Relaxed and expansive in an 

open-necked blue sportshirt, 
Mr. Thieu said he was in daily 
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