South Vietn

a lese and U.S. Statements
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Following, as _supplied by '
the news agencies, are the
texts of  statements issued
yesterday in Saigon by the
South Vietnamese = Defense
Ministry and the United States |
command on an operation in
Cambodia and of a statement |
issued in Washington by the |
Defense Department: |

By Saigon Mini
Witn a view to neutraliz-
ing the North Vietnamese
' Communists’ scheme of As-
ing the Cambodian territory:
as operation bases 10 infil-
- trate, shell and attack in.ghg'.
territory of the RVN [Re-""
public of Vietnam] the ARVN
[Army of the Republic of:
Vietnam] have launched an
operation on April 29, 1970,
to destroy the enemy’s bases'
along the border in the Par-!
rot’s Beak, southwest of Tay-,
ninh. L s

This operation is an indis

pensable and efficient meas- .

ure to save the lives of the !

people and the lives of the’
- soldiers ‘of the ARVN as well/
as allied forces. Furthermore;

2o

this operation is also a nec- tlllery support, as required, is .

essary measure in the frame-

work of the policy of the

RVN to gradually take more
of the responsibility to de-
fend -its land and to replace
American troops by Vietna-
mese troops.

In this operation the Joint
General Staff of the ARVN
has requested and has got
the support of the American
forces in combat support. Lo-
gistics assistance and medical
evacuation, etc.

The units participating in

‘the operation have received

ders to strictly respect the
lives and properties of the
people, if any, in the area of
operation, These units have
also received orders to re-
turn to the territory of the
RVN right after the comple-
tion of the operation in the
spirit of the respect of the
independence, neutrality and
the territory of neighboring
Cambodia.

" ByU.S. Command

‘In response’to the request
the Government of the Re-
blic Jof Vietnam, advisers,
ir; logistics, medical and ar-

being provided by Command-
er, U.S. Military Assistance
Command, Vietnam, to the
Republic of Vietnam ‘Armed
Forces (RVNAF) operating in
counterattacks against North

Vietnamese Army and Viet--

cong forces deployed in the
Parrot’s Beak area of Cambo-
dia just across the border
from the Republic of Vietnam.

Such support in the form

of helicopters, artillery and

tactical air was provided ini-
tially by the RVNAF,

Supplementary support to
help save the lives of_ free
world forces anr to help ac-
complish RVNAF objectives
was requested by the Govern-
ment of Vietnam from U.S.
sources.

Authority to provide the
requested supplementary sup-
port was given in Washing-
ton, as announced in a state-
ment there.

By Defense Department
The Government of the

Republic of Vietnam has an- .
nounced in Saigon that its.

forces currently are conduct-
ing operations in the Parrot’s
Beak area along .the Cam-
bodian border. The Govern-
ment of Vietnam has stated
the purpose of these opera-
tions is to destroy an exten-
sive  complex of North
Vietnamese and Vietcong
bases and depots in Cam-
bodian territory, barely 35
miles from Saigon.

These bases and depots
have posed an incre%sing
threat to the security of free
world forces in South Viet-
nam as a result of increased
enemy activities in Caribodia
and along the Cambodian-
South Vienamese borders.

The United States Military

Assistance Command, Vief-
nam, in response to the re- -

quest of the Government of
Vietnam, is prepared to pro-
vide support. This support
will take the form of advis-
ers, tactical air, air coodina-
tors, medical evacuation and
some logistics assistance. |,

Before the RVNAF launch-
ed its current. operations on
the Cambodian border, the
United States Government
was fully consulted. The de-
termination was made that

the action is a necessary and

effective measure to save
American and other free
world lives and the strength-
en the Vietnamization pro-
eram. B
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