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Pentagon 
Calls It 
`Necessary' 

Neiv York 'Ernes 

Policy: Why U.S. 
Supports Attack Washington 

The Defense Depart-
ment announced yester-
that the United States is 
providing combat advis- 
ers tactical air support, 
air co-ordinators, medical 
evacuation t e a in s and 
some logistics assistance 
for S o a t la Vietnamese 
troops attacking Commu- 
nist bases in Cambodia. 

Daniel Z. Iiienhin, assist-
ant. secretary of defense, 
said that North Vietna-
mese and Viet Cong oper-

, a Ling from Cambodia "have 
posed an increasing threat" 
to American and allied 
troops in South Vietnam. 

The Administration's unex-
pected move, which brought 
an immediate outcry by 
some members in Congress 

• will be discussed by Presi-
dent Nixon in a televised ad-
dress to the nation at 9 p.m. 
today ( 6 p.m. PDT)., 

REA SON 
Ihepolicystatement 

react by Henkin, the decision 
to use Americans to sp.ppti.ra 
the 'South Vietnamese offen-
si.ve was called "a necessary 
and effective measure to 
save American and other 
free world lives and to 
s I rengthen t h e vietnamiza-
tion program." 

While officials declined to 
say publicly how ma:4y 
Americans would be involved 
or how long the South Viet-
camese offensive might take, 
some sources stressed the 
limited nature. 

I These sources estimated 
I that the number of Ameri-
cans in the operation would 
probably be "in the low 
hundreds." They also said it 
is anticipatedthatSouth 
Vietnamese troops and their 
American advisers would 
stay on Cambodian soil only 
until enemy arms Adepots and 
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bases could be destroyed, 
perhaps in a week or two. 

Officials declined to - give 
the legal basis for the admin-
istration 's decision. This 
would be clarified by the 
President, they said. 

The decision came after 
six weeks of intensive debate 
over the risks and opportuni-
ties of alternativeacourses of 
action against Communist 
sanctuaries in Cambodia, fol-
lowing the ouster of Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk as pre-
mier on March 18. 

It was primarily an Ameri-
can decision that the offen-
sive into Cambodia  be 
staged, officials said private.' 
ly, even though they stressed 
South Vietnamese initiative 
in public statements. 

SAIGON 
Henkin said Washington 

was "fully consulted" before 
he Saigon regime launched 
.ts offensive and that Saigon 
lad requested American sup-
)(art. To help foster the im-
age of Saigon 's initiative, 
South Vietnam was permit-
ted to make the first an-
iouncement both of the 
cross-border assault and of 
the American participation. 

Ronald Ziegler, White 
-louse press secretary, said 
he decision to provide Amer-
can support for the South 
Vietnamese offensive into 
Cambodia should not be 
viewed as Mr. Nixon's an-
mer to the request of Pre-
mier Lon Nol of Cambodia 
for military aid. 

More than three weeks ago 
Lon Nol appealed to the U.S. 

to provide weapons for an ex-
pansion of his 35,000 man 
army to about 200,000. As an' 
interim measure, Washing-
ton secretly agreed to sup-
ply, through South Vietnam-
ese auspices, several thou-
sand captured enemy auto-
matic rifles. 

SPECUALTION 
There was some specula-

tion that tonight the Presi-
dent might announce a deci-
sion to provide American 
weapons to the shaky Lon 
Nol regime. 

There was even some spe-
cualtion that Mr. Nixon 
might hold open the possibili-
ty of providing American air 
support to Cambodian troops 
in actions against enemy 
forces near the South Viet-
namese border on the 
grounds that they were a 
common foe threatening both 
the security of American 
forces and Cambodian con-
trol over portions of its terri-
tory. 

Ziegler said Mr. Nixon 
"will discuss the entire situa-
tion in Cambodia as it relates 
to both Cambodia and U.S. 
forces in Vietnam." 

Administration sources 
said the South Vietnamese 
offensive might have the fol-
lowing effects: 

• I f it successfully de-
stroys most of the'enemy's 
combat supplies in the area 
of Cambodia, known as the 
Parrot's Beak, which juts 
into South Vietnam, it should 
undermine for sometime 
any enemy plans to launch a 
sustained offensive within 
the southern half of South 
Vietnam. 


