The New-Qrleans Fire
Fighter§ Association today de-
fended ‘the actions of firemen
in last week’s fire at the
Rault Center and offéred a
five-point program to help
prevent such fires in high-rise
buildings.

The Rault fire left four per-

sons dead and three seriously -

injured. Three of the victims
jumped eight stories to their
deaths from the 15th floor of
the flaming building.

In a statement issued by as
sociation president Clarence
J. Perez, the NOFFA strongly
disputed an opinjon” by a’
Charity Hospital physician
that the three women who
leaped to their deaths could
have been saved by fire de-
partment life nets,

DR. PATRICK BREAUX,
Charity’s assistant .clinical
director, said he believes the
three women would have sur-
vived their jumps and that
the two critically injured
would have been less serjous-
ly injured had firemen used
the nets.”

“The use of life nets under
the: circumstances,” Perez
said, “would have .been
against all the best advice we
have available to the New Or-
leans Fire Department. The
judbment of a fire officer can
only be based upon the advice
-and training made available
to him. We find no fault with
the judgment made by the
fire officers on the scene. We

fully confirfn our-faith. in our
fire ¢hief’s decisions and the
actions of the fire. '

Dr. Breaux, It
“rendered an ill-advised, per-
sonal opinion about the-possl-

ble effective use of a life nel.
It makes us wonder, indeed, if

Dr. Breaux would be so quick
to render personal opinions on
judgment decisions made by
some of his colleagues..

“WE WELCOME construc-
tive criticism by qualified
people. We doubt the judg-
ment of an assistant clinical

director rendering an opinion

on such an important matter,

which could not have possibly
served.any useful purpose. We
doubt the judgment of some
members of the press in lend-
ing so much credence to an
admittedly unqualified - opin-

jon.”’

Perez algo disputed a claim
by an’ off-duty postal worker
who said he and others
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broké. the falls of two of the
women #who jumped. .

This story, Perez said;:'‘has
been completely diseredited
by no less than 20 eye wit-
nesses. Yet the story had the
effect of making people won-
der why the fire department
couldn’t have done as much.”

Perez said the association’s
five-point program could
“cure many of fhe ills to
many of this city’s fire pro-
tection problems.” _

The proposal callg for:

—Proper manpdwer and
effuipment for the fire depart-

ment. o
—An adequate training
budget.

7" —Adoption of necessary {ire
ivand building codes for the
4 City. ' ‘

% —Vigorous enforcement ‘of
‘those codes “on an impartial

. basis.” ra
.. —Automatic sprinkler pro-
tection, especially forall
high-rise buildings.
Perez said New Orleans fire
fighters “do not intend to be

"~ the whipping boy each time
. disaster strikes.

“We've cried out too many
. times as a voice in the wilder-
ness tp no avail. We're criti-
cally short of manpower,
equipment, training aids and
facilities, and finances in gen-
eral. All of this is true be-
cause the cily of New Orleans
either lacks the funds or has
other priorities.

“Fach time our organiza-
tion has requested the inclu-
sion in the budget of more
manpower, more safety equip-
ment, better training faeili-
ties, or any of the other
things we consider priorities,
we receive a standard answer
from City Hall—The city only
Has a certain amount of mon-
ey to spend on fire protection;
if you want us to spend it on
manpower and eguipment, we
‘won't have any money left to
give the fire fighters their
next pay raise.””

" Perez said the fire fighters

“express . their ,deep* sorrow
and grief, and~shate in sym-
pathy” " with, the families of

those who lost their lives or
were injured,in the Rault fire.

“QUR FAMILIES live daily
with the fear.that the next
alarm may be the last for ei-
ther their loved ones or some

duced
actions D
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Related $fory on Page 6.
By LANNY THOMAS

" Fire officialsitoday were ex- .

amining structural damage to |
the Rault Center in an effort'
to determine what kind of ex-
plosion may have :set off a
fatal fire there last: Wednes-
day.

The fire left four persons
dead and three seriously in-
jured. There have been nu-
merous reports that an explo-
sion preceded the blaze. State
Fire Marshal Raymond Oliver
said today the nature of an!
explosion determines the type
damage to a siructure. -

‘A dynamite explosion, he
said, would rise, causing vert- |
ical dambge, while a gas ex-
plosion would spread horizon-
atally. .

OLIVER SAID the possibili-
ty of arson in the Rault blaze
is still under investigation but
that no evidence of arson has
been uncovered.

He said the investigation
may take several weeks be-
cause officials are talking
with every person they can
find who may be able to shed
some light on the cause of the
fire.

“We don’t intend to leave a
stone unturned,” Oliver said.

Gov. Edwin W. Edwards to-
day called a meeting here for
next week to .look into the
Rault firel-, LA Tl I

The meeting will be held

helpless vietim,” he saq,
‘_‘On‘l‘y- too recentlV,'” Peregz
said, “‘we mourned th# loss of

three of
and man

our own .members
Y, many years shall -

pass before that feeling of de-
Spair and helplessness can

fade. That lates
increases that d

t tragedy only
espair,”

Three new Orleans firemen -
were k_illed_ last ‘Chrish:ugrs.l
Day while fighting a Dryades

Street hlaze.

L
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ials Beeking Clues

Damage Examined

Monday and Tuesday 3n: Oliv-
er’s office at the Staté Office
Building. .. ' :

Sources said the possibility

.....0f zmew  statemlegislation
on fire pregentiorn’ will be dis-
cussed, City#and fire officials
and safety inspectors have
been invited fo attend.

IN ADDITION to the state
firérmarshal’s_office, New Or-
leans police and fire depart-
meht investigators are eon-
ducting probes of the fire. ™

Police said yesterday they

have cleared a man who had
been sought in connection
with the blaze after he alleg-
edly warned a woman in.the
Rault Center to “‘get out of
the building” before the fire
started.
" Police said the man volun-
tarily took a lie detector test
after coming to the police and
was cleared of any connection
with the fire.

THREE OF - THE persons
who died i “the fire were
forced to jump from ihe blaz-.
ing inferno of the 15th floor to
the roof of an adjoining build-
ing seven stories below. Two
other women survived the fall
?nld remain in Charity Hospi-

al.

A hospital spokesman said

 today that Mrs. Natalie

Smith, 3%, 528 Aurcra, and
Mrs, Wilma Williams, 26, 1724
Caffin Ave., both remain in
critical condition.

A third survivor of the fire,
Loyd Caldwell, 26, 2704 Whit-
ney Pl, Metairie, who suf-
feréd smoke inhalation and
burns, is now in good condi-
tion, the hospital said.

ALSO YESTERDAY, a se-

curity_g'xi_a{;_d_
theft of 4 S50

leased ofi 4 2,500 bond.
Jimnty Ray Gray, 27, 5727 -
Tchoupitoulas St., was res«
leased from Parish Prison 5§
Magistrate Robert W. Colling,"
who set a preliminary hearing”,
for Dee. 15. i
Police said the diamond-
studded watch has not been-
recovered, but $7,500 in ofhér
jewels had been. The place:
recovery was not identified: %
A total of 525,000 worth-¢f
merchandise was reportedly
taken from several -aparf-
ments, including that of the
woman who notified policé
last week. e
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