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Marcello’s Life: Twenty Years

Downs’

By DALE CURRY

After 20 years of attempts
to oust Carlos Marcello from
the United States, the govern-
ment still is probably years
away from actual deportation
if, in fact, it ever comes.

Eleven years ago, the New
Orleans news media was re-
porting an end to a nine-year
battle by the federal govern-
ment to rid Jefferson Parish
of rackets figure Carlos Mar-
cello.

Marcello was deported to
Guatemala, safely away from
his New Orleans area territo-
ry where the alleged “God-
father” of illicit gambling ac-
tivities based his operations.

TWO MONTHS later Mar-
cello was back.

At age 62, the battle still
wages for Marcello and yes-
terday he lost another round.

U.S. District Judge Charles
Richey of Washington, D.C.,
ruled that Marcello must
make application for a pass-
port to Italy, the birthplace of
his parents.

To the reading public, the
hodgepodge of court activity
surrounding Marcello’s possi-
ble ouster is, to say the least,
confusing.

TO THE IMAGINATIVE
mind, the Marcello history is
as colorful as if is confusing.

There are many sympathiz-
ers on the streets, driving taxi
cabs or in professional circles,
who say, “Why don’t they
leave him alone, anyway? If
they can’t get him on any-

not all that bad.”

These comments stem from
the fact that his only impris-
onment over a couple of dec-
ades resulted from the slug-
ging of an FBT agent at the
airport, noi the alleged gam-
bling connections for which he
is famous, And, the fact that
his only deportation — to
Guatemala in 1961 — failed to
hold up.

ON THE OTHER hand,
Marcello cbviously is more
unpopular than not since his
constant appearance before
investigating committees of
all he is branded as a Mafia
mobster, which' can hardly be
interpreted as anything good
by the reading public.

Explanation of Marcello’s
current deportation. situation
necessifates some back-
ground.

Born in Tunis, North Africa,

Marcello was brought as a
child by Italian-born parents
to the United States.

IN 1961, immigration au-
thorities placed Marcello on a
plane to Guatemala, where a
second record of his birth
was found Deportation was
based on a 1939 conviction as

a big-time trafficker in mari- -

juana. :

Marcello claimed he was
“kidnapped” and that the
Guatemalan birth record was
a forgery.

He was deported from Gua-
temala and during a month’s
interval before slipping back

thing worthwhile, maybe he's .

into the United States, he
shuffled back and forth be-
tween three Latin American
countries — Guatemala, Hon-
duras and El Salvador.

DURING THE interval,
Marcello claimed he was
forced to walk 17 miles
t hr ough mountains, falling
several times and breaking
two ribs, that he was robbed
by bandits and was refused
admittance to several coun-
tries.

The legality of his re-eniry
to the United States has re-
mained in question since.
Most court action has been
halted during the years, pend-
ing the outcome of criminal
cases against him.

According to Marcello’s at-
torney, Jack Wasserman of
Washington, Italy is the only
country which might accept
Marcello today,

“I KNOW OF no other coun-
iry that will accept him,”
Wasserman said.

Whether Ttaly will accept
him is subject to Marcello’s
application for acceptance.

Yesterday's order to make
such application is still sub-
ject to appeals to the U.S.
Court of Appeals and the U.S.
Supreme Court,

Wesserman said he wil] def-
initely exhaust all possible ap-
peals.

Meanwhile, Marcello contin-
ues to testify in a series of
hearings before U.S, Immi-
gration Special Inquiry Offi-
cer William Fliegelman,
whose job it is to decide

whether Marcello should be *
deported,

MARCELLO 1S attempting
to prove he spent the last 10
years in good moral charac-
ter.

Should Fliegleman rule
against him, he could be de-
ported only if another country
will accept him.

In addition Fliegleman rul-
ing is subject to appeals fo
the Board of Immigration Ap-
peals, the U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals and the U.S. Su-
preme Court.

“I would estimate the ap-
peals open to us would take a
matter of years,” Wasserman
stated.

‘He also noted that ‘the
mere fact that he signs it (an-
Italian passport) doesn't
mean that Italy would accept
hirn‘!!

As the court battles wage,
Marcello grows older.

SOME VETERAN Marcello
reporters have recently noted
a relaxation on his part.

To and from the court-
rooms he smiles, chats and is
generally at ease. In very re-
cent years, his dashes to
courthouse elevators in at-
tempts to avoid the press
were accompanied hy stark
silence -and frowns.

It would appear that Mar-
cello has softened or perhaps
grown calloused to the ups
and downs of his controversial

" life. For Marcello, it is just as

well for a final chapter in
Marcello’s story is no closer
than ever. )




