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C
arlos M

arcello: L
an

d
 In

vestor F
irst C

lass 
B

y A
L
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A
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..C
arlos M

arcella has been w
asting his 

talents all these years. H
e should have 

been an investm
ent counselor. 

handsom
e return on their invest-

m
ent to M

arcello and other land spec-
u
lato

rs is p
art o

f th
e sig

n
ifican

ce o
f 

the decision of the U
.S

. D
ept. of T

rans-
portation and the S

tate H
ighw

ay D
e-

partm
ent this w

eek to begin engineer-
ihg studies for a new

 M
ississippi R

iver 
B

ridge •at L
uling, S

t. C
harles P

arish. 
- T

h
e b

rid
g

e at L
u

lin
g

 is p
art o

f th
e 

plans for 1-410, the controversial pro-
posed outer loop around N

ew
 O

rleans, 
w

h
ich

 w
ill stretch

 o
n
 th

e W
est b

an
k
 

from
 L

uling in S
t. C

h
arles P

arish
 to

 
another bridge located below

 C
halm

ette 
in S

t. B
ernard P

arish. 
If built, 1-410 w

ill bisect C
hurchill 

F
arm

s, w
h

ich
 is sev

eral m
iles o

f 
sw

am
p

lan
d

, o
w

n
ed

 b
y

 M
arcello

 fo
r 

years. 

F
E

D
E

R
A

L
 A

N
D

 S
T

A
T

E
 governm

ent 
plan to spend som

e $450 m
illion on the 

tw
o
 b

rid
g
es an

d
 th

e h
ig

h
w

ay
, n

o
t to

 
M

ention w
hat w

ill be poured into de-
veloping secondary roads and levees to 
4

-lak
e th

e u
n
im

p
ro

v
ed

 sw
am

p
lan

d
s 

habitable. 
'M

arcello, w
ho has been identified by 

countless congressional com
m

ittees, in-
v

estig
ato

rs an
d

 w
riters as a rack

ets 
fig

u
re also

 is ap
p
aren

tly
 a su

p
erb

 
investor. If 1-410 is built, regardless of 
w

hat else M
arcella m

ight be called, he 
should also be recognized as entrepre-
neur of the century hereabouts. G

ov-
ernm

ent, in effect, w
ill spend hundreds 

a 
m

illio
n
s o

f d
o
llars to

 m
ak

e th
e  

sw
am

pland he and other investors hold 
m

ore valuable. 
R

ecen
tly

, a g
ro

u
p

 o
f N

ew
 O

rlean
s 

b
u
sin

essm
en

, in
clu

d
in

g
 state S

en
. 

M
ichael H

. O
'K

eefe, president pro tern 
o
f th

e L
o
u
isian

a S
en

ate, co
n
sid

ered
 

buying C
hurchill F

arm
s but hacked off 

w
hen U

.S
. A

tty. G
erald J. G

allinghouse 
said

 h
e, w

o
u

ld
n

't tell th
em

 it w
as 

o
k

ay
. A

p
p

aren
tly

, M
arcello

 d
id

n
't 

m
ak

e th
em

 an
 o

ffer th
ey

 co
u
ld

n
't re-

fu
se. B

u
t, if 1

4
1
0

 is b
u
ilt, w

h
o

ev
er 

ow
ns C

hurchill F
arm

s w
ill have a lot 

of fun. 
T

H
E

 G
O

-A
H

E
A

D
 by state and feder-

al officials for the 1-410 link is a tre-
m

en
d
o

u
s v

icto
ry

 fo
r th

e state's h
ig

h
-

w
ay lobby, the developers and specula-

to
rs. It w

ill o
p
en

 h
u
n
d
red

s o
f th

o
u
-

san
d
s o

f acres o
n
 th

e W
est B

an
k
 to

 
developm

ent. 
T

he decision, at the sam
e tim

e, is a 
crushing setback to ecologists and ad-
vocates of good planning. 

T
he ecologists note that 1-410 w

ould 
zip thorugh one of our few

 rem
aining 

w
ildlife habitats. 
A

nd, the planners point out that 1-410 
d
o
es n

o
t scratch

 w
h
ere N

ew
 O

rlean
s 

itches. 

A
C

C
O

R
D

IN
G

 T
O

 O
N

E
 traffic study, 

the L
uling bridge oould be expected to 

be carrying 10,000 cars a day •by 1990. 
T

he present G
reater N

ew
 O

rleans M
is-

sissip
p
i R

iv
er B

rid
g
e carries 8

0
,0

0
0
 

cars a day now
 and is expected to be 

carrying 120,000 cars a day by 1990. 
A

t p
resen

t, d
u
rin

g
 p

eak
 h

o
u
rs, th

e 
W

estbank expressw
ay and the P

ontch-
artrain E

xpressw
ay are not highw

ays  

b
u

t elo
n

g
ated

 p
ark

in
g

 lo
ts o

n
 w

h
ich

 
thousands of cars sit bum

per-to-bum
-

p
er, m

o
v
in

g
 at fiv

e m
iles an

 h
o
u
r o

r 
less. 

1-410 w
ill not relieve this conjestion. 

It w
ill en

ab
le sp

ecu
lato

rs to
 sell th

eir 
land to developers w

ho w
ill build new

 
suburbs that w

ill pum
p m

ore cars onto 
th

e ex
istin

g
 in

ad
eq

u
ate h

ig
h

w
ay

 sy
s-

tem
 here. 

T
H

E
 R

E
C

E
N

T
 R

IV
E

R
 A

rea S
tu

d
y

 
n
o
ted

 th
at b

rid
g
es at C

h
alm

ette an
d
 

L
uling w

ould do nothing to cope w
ith 

ex
istin

g
 traffic p

ro
b
lem

s h
ere an

d
 

raised the suggestion that perhaps the 
tw

o
 b

rid
g

es, if th
ey

 are to
 b

e b
u

ilt, 
should be m

oved closer to the city. 
It se

e
m

s re
m

a
rk

a
b
le

 th
a
t b

y
 th

e
 

tim
e th

ey
 h

av
e fin

ish
ed

 w
ith

 1
-4

1
0

, 
state an

d
 fed

eral g
o
v
ern

m
en

ts w
ill 

have poured in w
ell in excess of half a 

billion dollars. M
eanw

hile, the W
est-

b
an

k
 E

x
p
ressw

ay
 an

d
 P

o
n
tch

artrain
. 

"E
x
p
ressw

ay
 resem

b
le clo

g
g
ed

 d
rain

-
pipes at peak hours. 

A
nd, A

irline H
ighw

ay ann the Jeffer-
so

n
 H

ig
h
w

ay
 are in

 a state o
f decay. 

P
ity the poor people w

ho poured their 
life sav

in
g

s in
to

 p
ro

p
erty

 ad
jacen

t to
  

th
e Jefferso

n
 H

ig
h

w
ay

 w
h

ich
 g

ro
w

s 
w

orse everyday, depreciating the prop-
erty

 v
alu

es o
f th

o
se w

h
o
 m

ad
e th

eir 
in

v
estm

en
ts th

ere rath
er th

an
 in

 S
t. 

C
harles P

arish. 

IN
 N

E
W

 O
R

L
E

A
N

S
, w

hile the high-
w

ay lobby speaks of half a billion dol-
lars for 1-410 it is estim

ated that repair 
of the horrendous street system

 w
ould 

cost $100 m
illion. F

or the $450 m
illion 

the feds plan to spend on 1-410, they 
co

u
ld

 rep
air th

e streets o
f N

ew
 O

r- 

leans, refurbish A
irline and Jefferson 

H
ighw

ays, add a fifth lane to the M
is-

sissip
p

i R
iv

er B
rid

g
e an

d
 h

av
e so

m
e 

ch
an

g
e to

 sp
are. 

T
h

o
se p

ro
jects w

o
u

ld
 at least d

eal 
w

ith existing needs. It m
akes one w

on-
der how

 our national and state priori-
tie

s c
o

u
ld

 h
a
v

e
 g

o
tte

n
 so

 tw
iste

d
 

around. If G
eorge M

cG
overn is seek-

in
g

 an
 u

n
-rad

ical so
lu

tio
n

 to
 th

e n
a-

tio
n
's tran

sp
o
rtatio

n
s p

ro
b
lem

s, h
e 

m
ight prom

ise to spend $100 billion on 
repairing existing highw

ays and streets 
b
efo

re an
o
th

er d
o
llar is sp

en
t o

n
 a 

new
 road aim

ed at upgrading land val-
ues on som

e unim
proved tract. 

W
hile the highw

ay lobby plans 1-410,  

M
ayor M

oon L
andrieu bounces like a 

ping-pong ball betw
een N

ew
 O

rleans 
and W

ashington, lobbying for revenue 
sharing. R

evenue sharing w
ould bring 

N
ew

 O
rleans about $12 m

illion a year. 
T

ry
in

g
 to

 rep
air N

ew
 O

rlean
s' fiscal 

needs w
ith $12 m

illion is like trying to 
rep

air a leak
 in

 a sp
ace v

eh
icle w

ith
 

bubble gum
. N

ew
 suburbs, not old cities 

o
r o

ld
 su

b
u
rb

s, are o
b
v
io

u
sly

 o
u
r n

a-
tional priority. 

T
H

E
 1-410 B

A
T

T
L

E
 is not over, hap-

p
ily

. It h
as m

erely
 b

een
 fo

rm
ally

 
joined. A

 source in the D
epartm

ent of 
T

ransportation (D
O

T
) 

says 
th

at o
n

ly
 

p
erm

issio
n

 to
 d

o
 en

g
in

eerin
g

 stu
d

ies 
h
as b

een
 g

ran
ted

. H
e says th

at th
ere 

is m
uch opposition to 1-410 w

ithin D
O

T
 

an
d

 ad
d

s, "W
e are ex

trem
ely

 sk
ittish

 
ab

o
u

t th
is." 

A
fter th

e en
g
in

eerin
g
 stu

d
ies are 

co
m

p
leted

, a d
esig

n
 h

earin
g
 m

u
st b

e 
h
eld

 an
d
 an

 en
v
iro

n
m

en
tal im

p
act 

statem
ent prepared. C

itizens have the 
rig

h
t to

 in
terv

en
e th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e co

u
rts, 

if they choose. It w
ill be interesting to 

see w
hat happens. 

T
h

e m
an

 in
 th

e cen
ter o

f all th
is is 

C
ongressm

an H
ale B

oggs, the leading 
proponent of 1-410. 

C
ritics o

f 1
-4

1
0
 fin

d
 it iro

n
ic th

at 
C

ongressm
an B

oggs should be fighting 
fo

r su
b
u
rb

an
 d

ev
elo

p
m

en
t as h

is d
is-

trict th
ro

u
g
h
 reap

p
o
rtio

n
m

en
t h

as 
stead

ily
 m

o
v

ed
 in

to
 th

e in
n

er city
 to

 
fin

d
 co

n
stitu

en
ts m

o
re attu

n
ed

 to
 h

is 
m

oderate-to-liberal voting record than 
are suburbanites. 

T
H

E
 IR

O
N

Y
 O

F
 1-410 is that it w

on't 

h
elp

 th
e in

n
er city

 at all an
d
 w

ill in
 

fact ju
st b

rin
g

 m
o

re cars o
n

to
 city

 
streets. B

o
g
g
s, w

h
o
 h

as earn
ed

 th
e 

position of m
ajority leader and could 

one day be S
peaker of the H

ouse, has 
done m

any things to help N
ew

 O
rleans 

but 1-410 is not one of them
. 

In
 fairn

ess to
 B

o
g
g
s, at th

e tim
e h

e 
proposed 1-410, it w

as an alternative to 
th

e em
b

attled
 riv

erfro
n

t ex
p

ressw
ay

. 
R

ath
er th

an
 lo

se th
e fed

eral fu
n
d
s 

w
hen the riverfront expressw

ay w
ent 

dow
n the drain in the late 1960s, recog-

n
izin

g
 th

at n
o
 o

n
e w

an
ted

 a b
rid

g
e 

through his neighborhood, B
oggs cam

e 
up w

ith an outer beltw
ay proposal that 

w
o
u
ld

 g
iv

e u
s tw

o
 b

rid
g
es at sites 

w
here they w

eren't controversial. 
A

t th
e tim

e, n
o

 o
n

e o
b

jected
. T

h
e 

co
n

g
ressm

an
 w

as co
n

g
ratu

lated
 fo

r 
sav

in
g

 th
e fed

eral fu
n

d
s at th

e last 
m

om
ent. E

veryone sighed relief. N
ow

, 
a few

 years have passed and perspec-
tives have changed. 

L
O

O
K

IN
G

 A
T

 T
H

E
 p

ro
p
o
sal w

ith
 

hindsight, it w
as reasonable. L

ooked at 
now

 w
ith foresight, it bids fair to add 

to our traffic m
ess w

hile not com
ing to 

grips w
ith any of our present or future 

problem
s. 

L
ooked at another w

ay, the D
epart-

m
ent of T

ransportation, the state H
igh-

w
ay departm

ent and the highw
ay lob-

b
y
 h

av
e n

ev
er b

een
 k

n
o
w

n
 fo

r th
eir 

fo
resig

h
t. T

h
eir sp

ecialty
 h

as b
een

 
p
o
u
rin

g
 n

ew
 co

n
crete w

h
ile o

ld
 co

n
-

cretecracks, buckles and becom
es pot-

holed. 
 

T
h

e o
n

ly
 o

n
e w

h
o

 g
ets an

 "A
" fo

r 
foresight is C

arlos M
arcello. 

T
H

E
 S

T
A

T
E

S
-IT

E
M

 
F

rid
ay

, Ju
iy

 2
8

, 1
9

7
2

 	
N

E
V

 O
R

L
E

A
N

S 	
TW

ENTY-SEVEN 


