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Comes Qut
For Nixon_

Washington

Former Teamsters Presi-
dent James R. Hoffa, freed
- from prison last December
. when President Nixon
- eommuted his 13-year
- sentence, endorsed the
! President for re-election
. yesterday saying he didn't
believe his freedom was
dictated by political’ con-
siderations.

-

“I would say President
Nizon is the best qualified

man at this time to be Presi-
dent of the United States
..."” Hoffa said. Asked if
that could be considered an
endorsement for Mr. Nixon,
Hoffa replied, “that would
be my posﬁlon :

Hoffa said-he doubted re- .

curring allegations that the
President had chosen to re-
lease the popular former la-
bor leader just hefore
Christmas in a bid for labor
support. ¥

“1 dom’t believe that v

Hoffa said. “I think Presi- .

. dent Nixon read abouf the
case and realized I had been
in prison long enough and
released me. I don’t believe
p oiut ical considerations
1" were a factor. o

Iiaffa ‘made his remarks
on{ABC’s “Issues . and An-
swers.” It ‘was his’ fi#5t for-
mal television appearance

. - !

since his release-from Lew:
"isburg, Pa., pemt
|'where ‘he served 4;% years
for convViction on ¢ rges of
jury tampermg Ad " feam-
sters’ union pensm‘n “fund

ary
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