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THE STATES-ITEM 

The Government's Case:X1 

Pinball Payoff Affidavit Text 
(Editor's• Note: The States-

Item continues today with the 
eleventh installment of the 
text of the affidavit charging 
pinball bribery filed against 
Dist. Atty. Jini Garrison and 
others by Floyd D. Moore, 
special agent for the Internal 
Revenue Service. 

(The affidavit will be quoted 
verbatim, except that obscene 
term& will be deleted. (An-
other installment Will be 
printed tomorrow.) 

(39) .On Feb. 19, 1971, at 
7:00 a.m., Special Agents of 
the Intelligence Division, In-
ternal Revenue Service, ob-
served Captain Frederick 
Soule Sr. and Herby S. Marks 
Jr., employee of New Orleans 
Novelt3t Company, met and 
conversed at the Coffee Shop, 
Jung hotel, New Orleans, La. 
At approximately 11:30 a.m. 
on the same day, in the first 
floor men's room in the hotel 
part of-the Fontainebleau Mo-
tor Hotel in New Orleans, 
Captain Soule gave Pershing 
Gervais'a sealed brown 'enve-
lope, which envelope was re-
trieved, still sealed, by. Spe-
cial Agents of the Intelligence 
Division, Internal Revenue 
Service. The envelope con-
tained one thousand dollars 
($1000), which money was re-
tained as evidence. The Spe-
cial Agents then prepared an 
envelope containing one thou-
sand dollars ($1000) in fifty 
dollar ($50) bills, the serial 
numbers of which were noted, 
for delivery to Jim Garrison. 

(40) On Feb. 25, 1971, 
Pershing Gervais had a tele-
p h (in e conversation ,from 
Room 752 of the Fontaine-
bleat Motor Hotel in New Or-
leans, with Captain Frederick 
Soule Sr., who said that the 
package for January and Feb- 
ruary; was delivered to him 
by Herby S. Marks Jr: (see 
paragraph (39) above), and 
that at that meeting Marks 
told him (Soule) that-Boas- 
berg had told Marks that TAC 
Amusefent Company had not 
fulfilled its obligation: 

GERVAIS: Listen, don't for-
get our friend (Boasberg) on 
the first. Now, look- 

SOULE: What? 
GERVAIS: You know there 

was a (( 	)) this last 

time. 
iSOtttaE4-Itow's that? 
-GERVAIS:-.Well,-,you know, 

ah, ah, he came to you:(with 
delivery of the payoff) instead 
of - coming to me. - 

SOULE: Yeah, .well. 
GERVAIS: So 	be up to 

"you, I guess, didn't you, you'd 
prefer to, that I would handle 
it wouldn't you? 

SOULE: Yeah, well, I didn't•
get to 'talk to him (Boasberg), 
all, all I did, his, his emissary 
(Harty S. Marks Jr.)— 

GERVAIS: Peah. 
SOULE: —called me-
GERVAIS: Yeah. 
SOULE: —you see-
GERVAIS: Yeah. 
SOULE: — and he said can 

you have a little breakfast? 
So I went and he gave me 
that, now I didn't even know 
what it was for, but I as-
sumed it was, you know. 

GERVAIS: Yeah. 
SOULE: But that was about 

the extent of it. So I'll have - 
GERVAIS: Your meeting, 

but who did you meet his em-
misery or him? 

SOULE: No, I met his ails-
Sary. 

GERVAIS: Oh, I be 
damned. 

SOULE: He didn't meet me. 
He, ah — 

GERVAIS: He sent his em- 

SO LE: — sent his emis- 
; 

GERVAIS: 1 lie God 
damned. 	.  

SOULE: I know the guy 

pretty well. 
GERVAIS: Yeah;" 
SOULE: The emissary tells; 

tells, me, the only thing the 
emissary (Harby S. Marks 
Jr.) told me, he said, Lyndon 
Johnson (an alias for Louis 
Boasberg) said to tell you 
that MR. T (TAC Amusement 
Company) didn't ah, didn't, 
didn't fulfill his obligation, 
that he had to come unoU 
know.  

GERVAIS: Yeah. A little 
more. 

SOULE: Yeah, just like' I 
told you. So that's -- 

GERVAIS: Well,'Iisten, you 
know how he'll stall when the  

first of Marchmcornes. 
ULE: Oh, he'll do that, 

yea 
141) ON FEB. 25, 1971, 

-Pershing Ge6ais drove to "the 
residence of Dist. Atty. 
garrison, 4600 Owens Blvd., 
N,6er Orleans, La., for the Our-
Pose of delivering a blue en-
velope containing one thou-
sand dollars ($1,000) in United 
States currency, which had 
been furnished to him by spe-
cial agents of the Internal 
Revenue Service, and which 
had been previously substitut-
ed for the one thousand dol-
lars ($1,000) delivered to Ger-
vais by Captain -Frederick 
Soule Sr., on Feb. 19;  1971 
(seep paragraph (39) above). 
The currency consisted of (20) 
fifty dollar bills with the fol-
lowing serial numbers: 
F 01287741 A, B 00180498 A, 
G 01709501 A, C 00612793 A, 
K 03862676 A, B 29632730 A, 
D 05523382 A, H 03022344 A, 
G 05503413 A, D 11029811 A, 
C 06739486 A, L 00470390 A, 
F 00033414 A, E 09792580 A, 
C 01829343 A, G 03253432'A, 
G 03163817 A, G 06763218 A, 
F 00432220 A, D 05523382 A. 

Gervais told Jim Garrison 
of his meeting with Louis M. 
Boasberg of New Orleans 
Novelty Company and John 
Elms Jr. of TAC Amusement 
Company, and stated that he 
had received one thouSand 
dollars ($1000) for the months 
of January and February, 
19714 -that in March he will 
receive another one thousand 
dollans ($1000) for the months 
of March and April, 1971aand 
that the one thousand dollars 
($1000) every two months 
would be the new redUced 
payoff until after the legisla-
ture meets in May. When Ger-
vais produced the envelope 
with the money in it, Garrison 
snatched it from his hand and 
Gervais said, "You burned 
my fingers! Bring the butter 
up! Here . . Jesus Chriat, 
you burned my f i n g e s, 
James." Gervais informed 
Garrison of Boasberg's re-
qtiest that he (Garrison) con-
tact the governor with respect 
to possible anti-pinball, legisla-
tion in the-coming legislature. 
Garrison said for Gervais to  

tell Boasberg and EilriS mat 
he wctukt-contact the gover-
nor. Ga'rri.Son stated, "I will 
guarantee them —." Gervais 
told Garrison that John Elms 
Jr., was "very apologetic" 
and "embarrassed" to come 
up with only one-third of what 
the payoff used to be, but that 
Boasberg's attitude was that 
that amount is sufficient. Ger-
vais advised Jim Garrison 
that payoffs were also being 
made to the Vice Squad:-  Ger-
vais also stated that if things 
work out with the legislature, 
the "payoffs will go back up in 
amount. Garrison stated that 
it would take about 6 months 
to settle the legal points on 
the pinball machines seized in 
the FBI raids of November 24 
and 25, 1970, but that in the 
meantime they had "a couple 
of guys to keep this going—for 
$500 a month." Garrison men-
tioned that Gallery had visited 
him to tell him he (Gallery) 
was now "out." Garrison 
mentioned that Gervais should 
deal with Elms instead of 
Bamberg in receiving the 
payoff money, but stated that 
he would not want Boasberg 
out completely because he 
might "blow the whistle on 
everybody." Garrison went on 
to explain how he would put 
the matter of anti-pinball leg-
islation to the governor in 
terms of the governor's own 
self-interests: 

GARRISON: (J) but I am 
going to tell john (John Mc-
Keithen, Governor of Louisi-
ana), John, don't kill yourself 
as senator. 

GERVAIS: By attacking 
this? 

GARRISON: You might not 
be running in '72—you might 
be running several months 
later- 

GERVAIS: For the senate, 
for the senate, huh? 

GARRISON: Yeah . . New 
Orleans, alwayS think of New 
Orleans—the Irish Channel 
and the Ninth Ward. He will 
understand. 

GERVAIS: Uh-huh. 
GARRISON: He will under-

stand. The Irish Channel and 
the Ninth Ward, a guy got 
bottle of beer, on a pinball 
machine, , bang, bang, 'he gets 
another beer, bangs it—that's 
New Orleans. 

sary. 



GERVAIS:,Yeah. Yeah: 
GARRISON: .t 	) 
GERVAIS: Hello, baby. 
GARRISON: ( 	) that's 

not New Orleans, that's South 
Carolina and Virginia- 

GERVAIS: Yeah. 
GARRISON: That's not New 

Orleans- 
GERVAIS: Yeah, all right. 
GARRISON: The Channel, 

baby, and the Ninth Ward, 
cause whoever I'm for, 
they're for. 

GERVAIS: Okay. 
GARRISON: In other 

words, I'm gonna guarantee 

GERVAIS: Okay, that'll sat-
isfy him— 

GARRISON: Don't worry, 
I'm going to tell him, look—= 

GERVAIS: See, I haven't 
committed, I haven't, I said, 
listen, 'I don't know anything, 
I can't give yoU no answers, I 
have to find out— 

GARRISON: John, I'm 
going to tell you- 

GERVAIS: I even said, lis-
ten, I might have to bring this 
package back to you—(give 
the thousand dollars back if 
Garrison refused to take that 
small amount) 

GARRISON: No. 
GERVAIS: (laughter). 
GARRISON: ( — ) Don't 

bing him a dollar. ( — ) 
GERVAIS: Okay. 
GARRISON: Tell them this, 

tell them I'm gonna, I'm gon-
na go to John and tell him 
you happened to be my per-
sonal choice but if I change 
my mind at the last minute 
and name Carlos Marcello, he 
will be the next senator from 
New Orleans. 

GERVAIS:. Uh-huh, Yeah, 
yeah, that'll shake him up. 

GARRISON: I'll tell him, 
I'm just kidding him- 

GERVAIS: Kid him, yeah, 
kid him, sure. 

GARRISON: We're friends 
( 	) but he knows I'm 
only half kidding him- 

GERVAIS: Yeah, yeah, he 
don't want to tempt you. 

GARRISON: Yeah. 
GERVAIS: Right after 

March the first I'll be 
back. . .like you're gonna be 

GARRISON: Treat these 
guys as friends, as business 
friends. 

GERVAIS: Okay. 
GARRISON: And, uh, have 

them respect our word Ike 
we respect theirs. 

RVAIS: Right. 
-GARRISON: And it.ga on 

forever like to you an 
and Gallery- 

GERVAIS: Right. 
GARRISON: And he said al-

ways face to face—,-. 

S: Yeah. 

RV : Right, o 
me go. See you later .:.*d 
right after March theIr'srf— 
hello, baby. 

(42) On Tuesday, March 2, 
1971, Captain Frederick Soule 
Sr., met with Pershing . Ger-
vais in Room 752 of the Fon-
tainebleau Motor Hotel in 
New Orleans. They discussed 
how much cash was in the 
sealed envelope that Captain 
Soule had given to Gervais in 
the restroom of the Fontaine-
bleau Motor Hotel on Feb. 19, 
1971, after Soule had met -With 
Harby S. Marks Jr., at- the 
Jung Hotel. Soule also dis-
cussed how much payoff he 
used to get when he was Com-
mander of the New Orleans 
Police Dep a r tment Vice 
Squad: 	 • 

GERVAIS: But, listen,,, but 
didn't he pull some kii of 
switch on us the last time= 

SOULE: I- 
GERVAIS: Cause let : me 

say this- 
SOULE: He's always trying 

to switch- 
GERVAIS: You know he 

gave me, all he gave was a 
thousand for the man (Garri-
son). 

SOULE: Yeah. 
G E .R V A I S: For January 

and February. 
SOULE: '011, I thought that 

was for one month. 	.. 
GERVAIS: Two months. 
SOULE: Oh. 
GERVAIS: January and 

February. 
SOULE: I thought you got 

that per, per month. 
GE R VAI S: No, indeed. 

Same as you - 
SOULE: Oh - 
GERVAIS: The same identi-

cal thing. 
SOULE: I thought that was 

per month. 
GERVAIS: No. January and 

February, one for two - 
SOULE: I'm going to tell 

you, now, listen, let me tell 
you, if he comes up with this 
(( 	)), I might go one 
more time for the two months 
because he's waiting' for 
April — 

GERVAIS: April. 
SOULE: But if the, but if 

the legislature, uh, lets. t̀hem 
along;.' he's going to have to 
paWT-the (( 	)) price per 
figIA, tit's — 
.$1 VA'S: A .thousand a 

n. 	, that s ridiCulous really 
• 

SOULE: 4, it ltrlfg-
aigt n4 
RVAIS: Listen, you 

,SpY JDE 	fooling with It 
for less. thane.'-that. 

GERVAIS: You see that en-
velope you give me — (the 
sealed envelope that Soule 
gave Gervais on Feb. 19, 1971, 
in the Fontainebleau Motor 
Hotel restroom).'  

SOULE: Yeah, 
GERVAIS: I, you know I 

ain't going to (( 	)) you 

SOULE: Yeah. 
GERVAIS: When I, I 

brdtight it to Garrison -
SOULE: Yeah. 
GERVAIS: He just snatched 

it otit of my (( 	)) hand. 
SOULE: Yeah, I can under-

Stand — 
GERVAIS: But I think he 

thinks I got, I got money and 
I didn't want to tell - 

SOULE: Yeah, right. 
GERVAIS: — him I didn't 

get nothing. 
SOULE: Yeah, right. ,- 
dERVAI S: Because he 

t have said no - 
E: I know he 	that 

poor (( 	)), doctors bills 
and,  everything else — 

ERVAIS: He, he snatched 
titer whole (( 	)), see, 
Wail let me - 
-PULE: Lucky be didn't 

pull,  your anm off — 
GERVAIS: (laughter) 

' SOULE: You know, I, if I 
wns him — 

GERVAIS: But I didn't 
want to — I guess he thinks I 
fot a thousand too, you see. 

SOULE: But he, uh — 
GERVAI S: You kno*, 

(( 	)), you got the enve- 
Ippe. 
; SOULE: I didn't know 
what, I didn't know what 

GERVAIS: Well, I mean 
37.0 know ( 	) they ain't 
no ( 	) don't worry — 
:PULE: But, uh uh 
GERVAIS: But, uh - 
SOULE: No, I think that 

Ought to be a month, man, 
gee — 

GERVAIS: Thre's no qUes-
tion about it, that's cheap 
enough, but like you said, we 
got to go to April. 

SOULE: I'm going to tell 
you, I, you know, we leveling 
with each other — 

(KNOCK AT DOOR) 
GERVAIS: Wait a minute, 

wait! - , 
( orgsation at the door) 

a r.e.Ies s there, 
Fred.,. 

SOULE: (laughter) I'm  

going to tell you the truth, 
your erstand 

I& Yeah. 	0.,e  I 
ow, when Ihrun, 

s running the sqhd 
(S -O U L E) commanded the 
gek Orleans Police Depart-
mehttVice Squad from May 5, 
1962, -  to June 30, 1966), I used 
to gel seven and a half a 
month - 

GERVAIS: Seven and a half 
a month? 

SOULE: Course that was 
only, only for me and that's 
what I got — 

GE RVAI S: Jesus Christ; 
that eras pretty good. 

SOULE: Well, that's all I 
got, that's why I say, you, 
that's what I got, I had to be 
tough with them, you see,"he 
(Callery) used to tell me if -
TAC ain't come up, I would 
knock the () out of TAC, you 
understand, but they all com-
ing up and I was getting—,  

GERVAIS: ( 	) 
SOULE: — seven and a half 

a month. Plus was what I 
was getting from you, so l- 

GE'RVAIS: Yeah. 
(Knock at door) 
SOULE: (laughter) 
GERVAIS: That wasn't bad 

— yeah. That wasn't a bad 
deal at all. 

SOULE: So, uh, I used to 
get about fifteen hundred ev-
ery two months, you see- 

GERVAIS: Every two 
months, that wasn't bad. But, 
listen. - 

SOULE: But I, I was get-
ting that even before I was 
doing business with you, that 
was the only thing I was out 
getting, you see when I — 

Gervais: Well, you had to 
get that the minute, you got, 
they must have got you in the 
squad, huh? 

SOULE: Yeah. Well, as I 
soon as I got in there, I knew 
Aruns, Aruns (Gallery) ap-
proached 

 
e me and, uh —'well, 

first , I was getting less, he 
was coming with just for 
Boasberg and this and I start-
ed rapping a few other - 

GERVAIS: (laughter) 
SOULE: And he said, look, 

you want to take this down 
and take this and so, anyway, 
I had,- you know, it kept going 
up and up. 

GERVAIS: But you got 750, 
you know Aruns must have 
been swallowing 250 — 

SOULE: sure. 
GERVAIS: At least — 
SOULE: He stole a little bit 

GERVAIS: Ma 	[five 
hi 	 ed. 


