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The Government's Case: VII 

Pinball Bribery 
(Editor's Note: The States-

Item continues today with the 
seventh installment of the text 
of the affidavit charging pin- 
ball bribery filed against Dist. 
Atty. Jim Garrison and others 
by Floyd D. Moore, special 
agent for the Internal Reve-
nue 3ervice. 

(The affidavit will be quoted 
verbatim, except that obscene 
terms will be deleted. 

(Another installment will be 
printed tomorrow.) 

(TWENTY-SEVEN) On Dec. 
14, 1970, Louis M. Boasberg of 
New Orleans Novelty Com-
pany met with Pershing Ger-
vais in Room 275 of the Fon-
tainebleau Motor Hotel in New 
Orleans. Boasberg said that 
things do not look good for 
the pinball industry and that 
he (Boasberg) has good rea-
son to believe that there will 
be four or five bills in the 
legislature in May of 1971 to 
outlaw gambling-type pinball 
machines in Louisiana. 

Boasberg said that Robert 
Nims of Lucky Coin Machine 
Company Inc., came to him 
this morning and offered', to 
have Boasberg take overhis 
(Nirris') pinball locations; that 
John J. Elms Jr. of TAC 
Amusement Company has or-
dered 20 gambling-type pin-
ball machines from Boasberg 
and got a lot of old games 
(gambling-type pinball ma. 
chines) for a total of about 80 
games that he put on the 
street after complying  with 
the registration presvisions of 
the gambling Devidee Act of 
1962. Boasberg said that he 
has carried the burden of the 
pinball payoffs for years in 
New Orleans but that he has 
been decreasing and decreas-
ing the volume of his ma- , 
chines on the street and that 
he has a lot of obligations, 
and what can he do? Gervais 
responded that all he (Ger-
vais) can do is bring the mes-
sage to District Attorney Jim 
Garrison but that he (Ger-
vais) can't make any promis-
es. Boasberg said that he 
(Boasberg) and John. J. Elms 
Jr. of TAC Amusement Com-
pany have to get together be-
cause they are the only ones 
left after the FBI pinball 
raids. Boasberg said of Dis-
trict Attorney Jim Garrison 

that "He really stood by us," 
and went on to describe his 
dealing with Capt. Frederick 
A. Soule Sr. 

BOASBERG: Pershing, let 
me tell you what I did do, 
between you and I - 

GERVAIS: Yeah. 
BOASBERG: I was talking 

to Freddie (Soule) and, and, 
and, uh, trying to put things 
together for him - 

GERVAIS: Yeah. 
BOASBERG: Well, we, we, 

we couldn't do it because TAG 
(TAC Amusement Company) 
bad heavy obligations some-
place else but — 

GERVAIS: Yeah. 
BOASBERG: Now, where it 

was, I don't know, I have no 
idea - 

GERVAIS: Yeah. 
130ASBECRG: Listen, what 

his story was, unless they fi-
nance that, uh, that, that elec-
tion for those constitutional 
amendments, something like 
that, but we couldn't, couldn't 
put anything together, so I 
told Freddie, I said, look, let's 
cut this down temporarily, so, 
so for some unknown rea-
son, he hit about 8 or 10 spots. 
(The Sunday, Oct. 4, 1970, edi-
tion of The New Orleans 
Times - Picayune newspaper 
carries a story that on Oct 3, 
1970, the New Orleans Police 
Department Vice Squad con-
fiscated ten Bally in-line gam-
bling-type pinball machines 
from nine establishments in 
New Orleans, where 17 per-
sons were arrested for mak-
ing illegal payoffs to players 
of pinball machines for games 
won.) 

GERVAIS: 
BOASBERG: So I said I 

can't - 
GERVAIS: That's to get 

your attention. 
BOASBERG: Yeah. 
'GERVAIS: (laughter). 
Boasberg mentioned that 

John Aruns Gallery and John 
J. Elms Jr., of TAC Amuse-
ment Company do not get 
along; again that he has to 
get together with John J. 
Elms Jr. and what tough fi-
nancial shape he (Boasberg) 
is in for a number of reasons 
including a drop in sales by 

I him of gambling-type pinball 
I machines since most of the 

Affidavit 
dealers are apprehensive 
about the federal govern-
anent's next move. Gervais 
suggested that maybe Boas-
berg can place amusement 
games in his locations. 

GERVAIS:  Maybe you 
could work other things, other 
games, other — 

BOASBERG: Oh, bat they 
can't make any money with 
that amusement stuff - 

GERVAIS: No. 
BOASBERG: You're kidding 

(laughter). 

BOASBERG acknowledged 
that Galley has got his inter-
ests in Baton Rouge, but that 
Gallery says that Rooney 
(Robert J. "Bob" Rooney, 
president of State Novelty 
Company Inc., Baton Rouge, 
La.) wants to get out. Gervais 
suggested that perhaps Gal- •
lery should go to District At-
torney Jim Garrison &rectly 
and explain the problem in 
money supply caused by the 
FBI pinball raids and see how 
Jim Garrison reacts; that if 
there's going to be less mon-
ey, Jim Garrison might want 
to cut Gervais out as his mid-
dle man and deal directly with 
Gallery. Gervais continued as 
follows: 

GERVAIS: Now, Jim (Gar-
rison) might say to him (Gal-
lery), well, yeah, that's okay, 
but let Gervais handle it, and 
I'll work it out with him, see, 
I would rather for him to 
make that decision. Now just 
in case, listen, who knows, he 
might figure that ain't enough 
and if he says, okay, well, 
then you (Gallery) handle it 
but you know, whatever he 
wants to do, which would be 
all right with me. 

BOASBERG: I know. 
GERVAIS: But- 
BOASBERG: I know damn 

well we going to have to do 
something. 

GERVAIS: But that other 
one's going to be a back-
breaker with Freddie and 
Frey. You see, you could 
plan, that you are going, I, I'd 
tell you by listening to Fred-
die talk, you gonna plan, you 
might get by with 800 a 
month. 

BOASBERG: Can't do it. 
GERVAIS: But they ain't-
BOASBERG: Can't do it, I 

offered him one ($1,000) when 
all of us were in. Now we 

Text 
don't have Bob (Robert. Nimie 
at Lucky Coin Machine 
Inc.), we don't have anything. 

GERVAIS: ( ) but you 
see, Freddie ought to be will-
ing since he only the middle 
guy - 

BOASBERG: Certainly he 
ought - 

GERVAIS: He ought to be 
willing to take short money. 

BOASBERG: Why sure — 
GERVAI S: Short money 

and give the other guy-
IBOASBERG: Why sure — 
GERVAIS: The big money, 

see, but he don't want to do 
that- 

BOASBERG: Don't want to 
do that- 

GERVAIS asked Boasberg 
if he had a money figure in 
mind and Boasberg responded 
that he and John Elms Jr. 
were supposed to get together. 
Gervais said that "you got to 
go to Soule too. I could only 
handle one (Garrison)." Boas-
berg said he had in mind a 
figure of a "total of one 
($1000) a month, that's two 
every two months." Gervais 
questioned Boasberg further 
on this point: 

GERVAIS: So your total 

w o uzi.droir tone ($1,000) a 
month? trial/ r 	"t'ek 

BOAgiTERG: Now tig is -
last year, last year New Or-
leans Novelty Company made 
( 	) thousand. Course this is 
divided between nine people, 
this is not a hell of a lot. This 
year we make 20,000 ( 	). 

GERVAIS: Well, let me ask 
you, if your end was one a 
month, what about John (John 
Elms Jr. of TAC Amusement 
Company)? Would you, rough-
ly what would you expect him 
to make? 

BOASBERG: Until he builds 
up, until he builds up, John 
was by far bigger than all of 
us, three hundred and some 
games- 

GERVAIS: Yeah, right. He 
took a rap. 

Gervais had further discus-
sion with Boasberg about how 
best to approach Garrison 
with the news that the payoffs 
froth the pinball dealers will 
be considerably reduced, as 
foltews: 

GERVAIS: It might not be 
a bad — now let me tell you 
something, man, nothing mag- 



nammous on my part, shut I 
.„rt.4420- 	problenv but it 
lust might not be a bad idea • 
when the time comes to have, 
uh, to have Callery go, if you 
willing after I made certain 
declarations to Garrison;  you 
see, if I do it right, you see, 
it's real important, if I pre-
pare his mind properly, 'for, 
uh, Callery to go back to Gar-
rison, and I have to think of 
how to do it, but I think I 
could have Garrison's mind 
conditioned to where he would 
accept something nominal to 
make it easy — 

BOASBERG: Yeah, and 
Freddie (Soule) could accept 
something nominal. 

GERVAIS: Oh, well, that 
( 	), I could, I, let me say 
this, I will talk to him, you 
know him as well as I do, he 
talks and he's pleasant and : 
after, he's kind of a, kind of a 
back alley guy. 

BOASBERG: Careful -
GERVAIS: Uh. Of course, 

like you say, you figure you 
could go a thousand a month. 
Do you.think that other fella 
could go a thousand A month? 

BOASBERG: I'll talk to 
him, I am going to talk to 
him, I'm 1111 sure ask at least 
for the present — 

GERVAIS: Let me say this 
to you - 

BOASBERG: I think what 
we-ought to do is hold off at 
least until after the first to 
see if we can't put somet 
together by the first, maybe 
by that time, John (John 
Elms Jr. of TAC Amusement 
Company) may know where 
he stands and I may know 
where I stand with this damn 
grand jury- 

BOASBERG went on to say 
that.collections are down and 
that the question is whether 
they can weather the storm in 
the May, 1971, session of the 
legislature. Boasberg also dis-
cussed why the gambling-type 
pin ball machines of State 
Novelty*Company Inc., Baton 
Rouge, La. were not seized in I 
the FBI pinball raids of Nov. 
24 and 25, 1970: 

BOASBERG: 'You know I 

somebody always ,surnuses. 
Y 	o* what, some. people 
bI 	Aruns (John AruriiWar- 
kry) and myself for this idcl-
damn thing, they figure State 
Novelty (of Baton Rouge) reg-
istered (as required by the 
Gataing Devices Act of 1952, 
Titles `35, United States Ocide, 
Section 1773(a) (3) ), we*en 
registering for 8 years;4ou 
know.  

GERVAIS: Yeah. 
BOASBER G: Anct«we 

begged operators, to realer, 
Pershing, but you know.-:What 
a lot of thein said, "Oh, I 
don't want the government 
checking my books." You tell 
a guy like Charlie Pace to 
register - 

GERVAIS: He don't even 
hear you — 

BOASBERG: "Aw no I 
don't want the FBI - 

GERVAIS: He don't hear 
you, he don't hear you- 

BOASBERG: — FBI to 
come in and check my books. 

GERVAIS: That's all, then 
he 11.1 s m i s s e s it, anything 
further you say, I mean, he's 
got:a way of blocking things 
off, you know. 

Boasberg asked if Gervais 
is willing to meet with John 
El t1 Jr. 

GERVAIS: You know, un-
less you, now Fm willing to 
do it, and I'm willing to with-
draw just so you all can keep 
it going. I'm willing to do it 
and stay in, I'm not trying - to 

.get out. 
BOASBERG: You willing to 

talk to him? 
GERVAIS: To who? 
BOASBERG: To Elms. 
GERVAIS: To young John? 
BOASBERG: Yeah. 
GERVAIS: Yeah, I guess 

so. yell, I would prefer you 
toltalk to him first. 

BOASBERG: Yes. 
GERVAIS: Lay some kind 

of groundwork —  

BOASBERG: Certainly, I 
. 	.." 	' 
GERVAIS: To tell.me...What 

. we're up against. 
BOASBERG: Yes, yes. 
GERVAIS: — you see. 
BOASBERG: And I, I — 
GERVAIS: I, I, I'm willing 

al this stage, I'm willing to do 
that — 

BOASBERG: I'd rather . it 
be that way, you see, I don't 
want us to tell — 

GERVAIS: Maybe we could 
all be happy, I would rather 
you to tell me what to expect 
first, then we could all meet. 
Really should try to figure—
then I could figure a pro-
gram, its going to be a deli-
cate program, you know, it's 
going to be delicate. In other 
words, it's got to be attractive 
enough for Garrison it, I 
there's no way it could be at-
tractive enough for Garrison 
and me, you see- 

BOASBERG: Yeah. 


