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Tyranny Charged 

Garrison Ouster 
Asked by MCC 

By RAY LINCOLN 
Charging District Attorney 

Jim Garrison with "continu- 
ing tyranny and corruption," 
the Metropolitan Crime Com-
mission declared today that 
he should resign or, if he ref-
uses, Gov. John J. McKeithen 
should initiate removal pro-
ceedings. 

The MCC called Garrison's 
errest yesterday on charges 
of accepting graft to protect il- 
legal pinball operations "just 
another in a long series of ev- 
idences that the Orleans Par-
ish district attorney's office 
has been used to prosecute 
the innocent and to protect 
the guilty." 

In a prepared statement, 
MCC president C. Alvin Bertel 
4. and managing director 
Aaron M. Kohn said that they 
have written to Garrison and 
McKeithen urging the DA's 
removal, but Bertel acknowl-
edged that such action is un-
likely. 

T H E COMMISSION 9s 
deeply concerned," the state-
ment said, "about the continu-
ing failure of state officials, 
charged with constitutional 
responsibilities, to act as a 
check against such abuses of 
power as have been repeated-
ly exhibited by Mr. Garrison 
and his office. 

"Beginning in 19G7 our 
crime commission made pub-
lic requests upon Gov. 
McKeithen and state Atty. 
Gen. Jack P. F. Gremillion to 
perform their duties in a 
manner which would bring to 
an end Garrison's inattention 
to the prosecutor's real obli-
-gations, and his obsessions 
which have resulted in serious  

injury and tragedy for many 
people. 

"Article nine of the Louisi-
ana Constitution provides that 
Mr. Garrison is subject to re-
moval from office for high 
crimes and misdemeanors, in-
competency, corruption, fa-
voritism, extortion, oppresSion 
in office, or for gross miscon-
duct. Based upon Mr. Garri-
son's record, it is believed 
that he has been guilty of 
most, if not all, of these offen-
ses against the public and the 
constitution." 

Garrison also may be re-
moved, the statement contin-
ued, by impeachment in the • 
House of Representatives with 
trial in the Senate. But a less 
"cumbersome and burde n-
some process," the MCC said 
would be civil court action ini-
tiated by the attorney general, 
at his own discretion, upon 
written request from the gov-
ernor, or by pe,tition of 25 
citizens. 

BERTEL SAID the commis-
sion is considering filing court 
action, but first it will "again 
put to a test the willingnes&of 
Gov. MeKeithen and Atty. 
Gen.. Gremillion to discharge 
their duties. If again it is 
found that those duties have 
been entrusted to irresponsible 
men it will become clear that 
only direct citizen action 
through the courts can protect 
New Orleans from continuing 
tyranny and corruption on the 
part of its district attorney." 

Bertel said Garrison should 
resign even if he is found 'in-
nocent of the current federal 
charges against him, because 
he said there are numerous 
other reasons for hirrembval, 


