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By ALLAN KATZ

For eight years, Louis C.
LaCour served ag US. attor-
ney for the eastern district of
thousands of cases involving
Louisiana.

During that ‘period, La-
Cour .and his staff prosecuted -
violations of federal law, Most
got only a passing
glance from the general pub-
lic. A few made headlines
across the nation and possibly
could have far-reaching ef-
fects on what the 1970s will
bring. Among these: _

—The conviction of hlack
militant H. Rap Brown for
transporting an M-1 carhine
from New Orleans to New
York. Brown was sentenced to-
five years imprisonment and
the conviction is still on ap-

peal. The case set many of .-

the precedents under which. -
the current Chicago trial of
seven radical Jeaders is heing
conducted.

~The two-year investiga-
tion of the Louisiana Loan
and Thrift case which culmi-
nated in the indictments of
Attorney General Jack P, F. .
Gremillion, State Rep. Salva-
dor Anzelmo' and three oth-
ers.

—Four separate prosecu-
tions of Jefferson Parish pack-
es figure Carlos Marcello
concluding in a convietion in.
a Houston courtreom  for as-
saulting an FBI man at New
Orleans International Airport,
Marcello is appealing a two-
Year sentence and $5,000 fine,

—The first: convictions un-
der the Federal Sports Brib-
ery Act in'a_case involving. an
attempted bribe of three
Louisiana § tate. University
football players in 1966, Four
men were convicted and are
appealing sentences ranging
from one year to four years.
The appeal was recently
turned down by the U.S, Fifth
Circuit Court of Appeals.

In Jate 1969, LaCour in-
formed President Nixon he
was resigning his post to en-
ter the private practice of
law. On Jan. 9, LaCour was
succeeded by another New Or-
leans attorney, Gerald J. Gall-
inghouse,

A 4L2.yearold New Or-
leanian who resides here with
his wife and five children, La-
Cour reminisced in a recent

interview ahout his eight

years as U.S. attorney.

“In all that time, I never
ceased to admire the way our
entire democratic system re-
volves around our judieial
system and how well the en-
tire procedure works,” he
says.

* “THINK about it—we take

our. toughest issues intg pub-
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- LOUIS C. LACOUR—“We take our toughest issues

and thrash them on the

- ‘basis of law.and our ability fo reason.”

liccourtroom and thrash
them out on the basis of law

“and our ability to reason,

“No' decision ever satis-
fies everyone although =the
questions “are often vital to
the nation’s future. Vet we

-accept them rather than take

our disputes into the streets,
The reason can only be that
we deeply respect the system.

“The great truth that was
everyday apparent to me- is
that if we ever lost our re-
spect for our judicial system,
then democracy would die he-
cause the only test of right
remaining would be a test of
sheer strength.”

LaCour was named U.§,
attorney in 1962 by the late
President John F. Kennedy.
He was then an Orleans Par-
ish assistant district attorney
and active in the Third Ward

Regular Democratic Organiza- -

tion,

“When friends said they =
would nominate me to the-

Kennedy administration; I
Was surprised,” LaCour says.
“I never rose ahove the rank
of doorbell-ringer in the Ken-
nedy campaign in 1960.”

OF ALL the cases that
¢ame across his desk in eight
years, he recalls the_ Rap

Brown trial as “the most hee-

tic and the LL&T case as
“the most difficult.”

.Of the Brown case, La-
Cour says: “I honestly helieve
there was an intent by the
defense to make a trial im-
Possible, 1 think they sought
to distupt the tridl to the
point where it could not be
conducted, ;

“I also believe there is a

similarity between 'that case
and the trial now being con-
ducted in Chicago.”

On the LL&T case, he
says: “Cases where public of-
ficials are involved are al-
ways the most difficult, They
sometimes involve men you've
worked with in an official ca-
pacity and there is a great
deal of strain.” i

HE ADDS, “A U.S. attor-
ney has a great deal of lee-

way. He can do only what he .
“must do-or he ¢an’pash- vigor-

ously. I-~suppose the key is
that every man must live with
his conscienee afterwards.”

There were many other:

cases, of course. Included was
ane involving 13 defendants

charged with . staging fake

automobile accidents for in-
Surance payoffs and a doctor
accused of sending in fake
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bills to an insurance company.
There were many income tax
evasion cases.

There were an airline hi-
jacking, several sensational
kidnaping cases, many bank
robberies and narcotics viola-
tions, .

On one occasion, ejght
Chinese seamen were accusgcol
of irying to smuggle in
puundsmc;gf opium on a freight-
er. None of the eight spoke
English.

“If you can imagine find-
ing an interpreter who spoke
exactly the right Chinese dia-
lect . . .” recalls LaCour.

And, all through the 1960s,
civil rights cases were in the
forefront.

It was from LaCour’s of-
fice that Bourke Marshall,
then head of the Civil Rights
Division of the Justice Depart-
ment, iried to negotiate by
long-distance telephone with
former Mississippi Gov. Ross
Barnett the peaceful enroll-
ment of James Meredith at
the University of Mississippi.

LACOUR’S office served
as a headquarters for John
Doar and: other Justice De-
partment attorneys who
worked on civil rights cases
throughout Louisiana and Mis-
sissippi, ]

“There was an interesting
voting rights incident in 1963
that illustrates how far we've
come,” says LaCour. “The
Justice Department was con-
cerned because no Negro vo-
ters had been registered in an
upstate parish but wanted to
avoid filing a suit.

“I agreed to go up there
and talk to the parish offi-
cials. We negotiated and dick-
ered and they finally conced-
ed they have to give way.

“THINKING we had
reached an agreement, I re- :
turned to New Orleans, They |
allowed four Negroes to regis- !
ter and then cut them off so °
the suit had to be filed any-
way although the 1964 Civil :
Rights Act finally made it un-
necessary. We tend to forget |
the question of the "people’s |
right to vote was an issue just i
eight years ago.” g

* Today, well into setting up
his private practice with Gene
S. Palmisano, a former assist ;
ant US. attorney under him, |

LaCour says he looks back on |

theopportunity to serve under ;
three presidents and four U.S. i
attorrey generals with some- f
thing akin to awe, i |

“It was a magnificent op- |
portunity,” he says. “I don't |
regret a moment of it nor ;
would I trade a moment of it |
for any treasure chest you |
could imagine.”




