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aremillion Insists Cash Cut

21 June 1969
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By GENE BOURG"': '

Atty"* Gen. Jack BIF.
Gremillion today - reinfofféd
his c[aim that Gov. Johr .
McKéithen has: not provided
adequate fulids for state at-
tempts to prdsectite Baton
Rouge labor figure Edward
Grady Partin, despite a de-
Pal ‘rom {he givifs g oo
fice.™

Gremillion said the gover-
nor’s office last December
Vvitqdrew funds from' the a:-
tornéy general’s offica
ampunting to about $4,000
monthly, used in assisting the
State Labor - *anagement
Commission in its investiga-
tory work.

Partin was indicied by a
‘ede-al g and jury ;oo'erday
on’five counts charging con-
cpiracy and- rxto.tion. The
Labor-Management Commis-
s.on -had been invest'gating
Partin’s labor activities in
thé\jgatcn Rouge area.

“WE DID CUR best until
we,.got the rug pulled out

from ynder us. Tre governor

. money away,” said Gremi-
lion.

The governor’s chief assist-
,ant, W. W. McDougall, count-
"ered that McKeithen “hasn’t

pulled the-rug out from un-
der anybody.” :

McDougall = said that' no

money was taken from Gre-
million’s budget and added
-the governor “has exerted
every possible effort on
everybody concerned to see
that any case of, violation of
of the law is prosecuted as
vigorously as possible.”

THE CUT IN funds, said
Gremillion, came when As-
sistant Atty. Gen. Thomas
McFerrin was fired as chief
counsel for the Labor-Man-
agement Commission.

McFerrin was given leave
from his duties in the attor-
ney general’s office to work
with the commission, Gremil-
lion said. He added the gov-
ernor had ‘“‘assured me -that
ample funds would be -
vided for this purpose.’ sy

o'fL-dent Jsowvavhatistiidde

the governor chawge: his
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racketeering probes since a |
1962 federal indictment on '
falsifying union records and
embezzlement,

- YESTERDAY’S indictment
charged that since early 1966

the defendants forced indus- |:

trial purchasers of concrete
products to deal only with the
Dunham firms. The com-
panies named are Dunham
Concrete Products Inc.; Lou-
i%gna Ready-Mix Co. Inc.,
and Anderson-Dunham Inc.
“The charges againsti'me
and my company are totally
incorrect,” Dunbam said. “I
have known for some time
that such complainis have

ab;%%ﬁhé outgrowth of a @ivil
sm‘,’ggainst me and others

mind,” the attorney general
said.

THE MONTHLY fund pro-
vided for salaries and ex-
penses of -investigating attor-
neys and special assistant
Ken Scullin, said Gremillion.
Bills were provided the com-
mission by Gremillion’s of-
fice, he added, and were kept-
by the Division of Adminis-
tration.

“Four or five convictions
were -secured as a result of
our work,” said Gremillion.
A US. Supreme Court ruling
making the federal constitu-
tional right to a jury trial in
criminal cases binding on the
states “slowed down” labor
racketeering prosecutions, he
said. -

One of the principal factors
in McFerrin’s dismissal was
said to be the Labor-Manage-

ment, Commission’s rébrgani.-
vjzﬁ'ﬂbm‘*%e‘ %vi?ﬁ{a Civil

Service Commission® rulidg
setting up a new investigative
section at a much lofver pay
rate than the originlll staff
was receiving. WA
MFERRIN WAS gfplaced
by Edward J. Rous§él, whe
has since announcedéhis - in-
tention of leaving. ;Roussel,
who previously had -Been- oa
the commission staff, Wwas
shifted to the stat?;,, police
before being given ‘the post
as commission counsgk < -:.
In its action yesteriay, the
Federal Grand Jury findicted
Ted F. Dunham Jrsion the
same charges filed- agaifist
Partin,” Three Batois;Rouge—
concrete products firnis which
Dunham controls alsp, were.
indicted. S
Partin, business mamgger ‘of
Teamster Local Ngts'5 in-
Baton = Rouge, sdidgsitheen - a

) sshiashic Been
“fgure-in-"stasd &R federal

See PARTIN—Page; 2

been made, and I think they

| . He referred to a $3.15 mil-

liort antitrust suit filed by Wil-

Heck, an official of the com-

| peting Altex Ready Mixed
Congrete Co., alleged that a;

conspiracy existed to put him
out of business. The suit has
not ‘come to trial.

The federal indictment said
the coercions were made

through strikes, wark stop- -

pages and property damage
at construction sites.

The charges concerned al-
leged , violations of the Sher-
man Anti-Trust Act and the
Hobbs Act, the federal labor
anti-racketeering statute.

Beginning in 1962, Partin
was the federal government’s
No. 1 informer against Inter-
national Teamster boss James
Hoffa. His testimony was the
key to Hoffa’s 1964 conviction
fof jury tampering, for which

Hoffa drew a seven-year jail
term.: -

Yok k—k—k— %

liam Heck in March, 1967. |

TED F. DUNHAM




