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students are back in classes. 
The names of those persons 

against whom charges were 
accepted were. not immediate-
ly known. 

The penalty for conviction 
of flag desecration is not 
more than a $100 fine, or 90 
days in jail, or both. 

New Orleans States—Item 	gar 	 25 April 1969 

VOL. 92 NO. 274 FRIDAY, APRIL 25, 1969 PRICE 10c 

    

    

Accept Charges 
In Flag Incident 

DA'S chief 	e, 
Ch les Ray Ward, wa on 
the cene when the 27 per ns 
were arrested. Police Supt. 
Joseph I. Giarrusso also was 
pr 	t. 

secution of the five Was 
ed over to Assistant ,DA 

J es L. Alcock. 
SUNO campus ha 

aceful since Gov. M t h- 
e ?s)  April 21 aware*,  and 

See SUNO—Page 6 1 

listrict Attorney Jim Gar-
rison today accepted charges 
of" flag desecration against 
five persons , involved in an 
April 9 incident at Southern 
University in New Orleans in 
with the American flag was 
lorred and a "black libera-
tion" banner hoisted. 

4t the same time, Garri-
so announced charges 
a inst.  22 ,other persons ar- 
✓ ted at the scene either 
have been dropped or moved 
to: Municipal Court. 

Gov. John McKeithen said 
lApill 21 when he appeared at 
!SUM( to settle a student boy-
cott of classes he would ask 
Garrison Jot amnesty for stu-

dents arrested in-the -melee  

that erupted during the April 
9 incident. 

NOT ALL OF THOSE ar-
rested on the campus were 
students. 

Garrison said only ' those 
who actually handled the flag 
itself or the halyards were 
charged. 

In accepting the charges, 
Garrison said, "The Ameri-
can flag is the symbol repre-
senting this country wher-
ever it is flown. 

"It not only represents our 
country, it represents the con-
sideration for the rights of 
individuals out of which the 
United States was born. 

"WE-ARE  NOT  FREE'  

forget the many instances in 
the past when this flag , has 
flown in the cause of liberty 
—at Anzio, Normandy and 
Iwo Jima, to name but a few 
familiar battles — in which 
many Americans now lilting 
have participated." 

Garrison said the flag rlp-
resents, among other thitts, 
the right of dissent against 
government and "it is all 
the more ironic that it slituld 
have been hauled down in 
connection with the exercise 
of that right." 

The DA said state law pro-
hibits desecration of the flag 
and "this office is not fee to 
disregard the law." 

ON THE OTHER haid, he 
said, there has been no "scat-
ter-gun charging of everyone 
In sight." He observed that 
the demonstration es 	tally 
Was peaceful an,d did 	es- 
calate into vandalism.a vio- 
1 	 ' 

'There it no intent 
• fre speech . . but dent 

be accomplished 
or violence or desecrati of 
the flag; at this point, 
rights of others are 
feitTed with," Garrison 


