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k
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a
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E
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P
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N
a
tio

n
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 P
re

s
s
 E

d
ito

ria
lize

s
 o

n
 S

h
a
w

 T
ria

l 
( E

ditor's N
ote: N

ationw
ide interest centered 

in the N
ew

 O
rleans' trial of C

lay Shaw
 on charges 

o
f co

n
sp

ira
cy to

 a
ssa

ssin
a
te P

resid
en

t Jo
h
n
 F

. 
K

en
n

ed
y. P

resen
ted

 is 
a 

cross-section of 
th

is
 

w
eek's ed

ito
ria

l co
m

m
en

t.) 

cd 
taiD 

New  Orleans  States-Item  

S
t. L

o
u

is 

G
lo

b
e
-D

e
m

o
c
ra

t: 

T
he N

ew
 O

rleans farce di-
rected

 b
y
 D

istrict A
tto

rn
ey

 
Jim

 G
a
rriso

n
 h

a
s e

n
d

e
d

, 
w

ith
 h

is u
ltrad

ram
atic at-

tem
pts, to

 ex
p

o
se th

e W
ar-

ren C
om

m
ission as a fraud. 

Instead G
arrison w

as show
n 

an
 irresp

o
n
sib

le an
d
 m

aca-
bre court jester. 

T
h
e b

izarre co
n
sp

iracy
 

c
a
se

, in
 w

h
ic

h
 G

a
rriso

n
 

ch
arg

ed
 th

e W
arren

 C
o
m

-
m

issio
n

's rep
o

rt o
n

 th
e as-

sassination of P
resident John 

F
. K

ennedy w
as fraudulent, 

has revealed G
arrison as un-

fit to hold his present office. 
H

e to
o

k
 ad

v
an

tag
e o

f h
is 

leg
al p

o
sitio

n
 b

y
 u

sin
g

 th
e 

trial as a fo
ru

m
 to

 ad
v
an

ce 
h

is o
w

n
 p

et th
eo

ries, b
ased

 
o

n
 u

n
su

b
stan

tial ch
arg

es 
w

h
ich

 w
ilted

 o
f th

eir o
w

n
 

absurdity . 	
. 

P
h

ila
d

e
lp

h
ia

 In
q

u
ire

r: 

F
lam

boyant Jim
 G

arrison, 
the district attorney of N

ew
 

O
rlean

s, u
sh

ered
 th

e C
lay

 

S
h
aw

 co
n
sp

iracy
 case o

n
to

 
th

e p
u
b
lic stag

e tw
o

 y
ears 

ago w
ith a roll of drum

s and 
th

e so
u
n
d
 o

f tru
m

p
ets. T

h
e 

cu
rtain

 cam
e d

o
w

n
 q

u
ietly

 
after a fiv

e-w
eek

 trial th
at 

failed to produce the prom
-

ised firew
orks, w

hen the jury 
w

as unanim
ous in acquitting 

S
haw

 on the first ballot, af-
ter only 50 m

inutes of delib- 
eratio

n
s . 	

. 
A

s a resu
lt, th

e rep
o
rt o

f 
the W

arren C
om

m
ission . . . 

em
erges stronger than ever. 

S
o

m
e sk

ep
tics, o

f co
u

rse, 
w

ill c
o
n
tin

u
e
 to

 h
a
rb

o
r 

d
o

u
b

ts. A
 tew

 o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ists 
m

ay
 u

se th
e reco

rd
 o

f th
e 

S
h
aw

 trial to
 w

rite b
o
o
k
s 

fo
r p

ro
fit, if n

o
t en

lig
h
ten

-
m

e
n
t. T

h
e
 ju

ro
rs, h

a
d
 to

 
d
eal w

ith
 m

atters o
f fact, 

n
o
t w

ith
 ru

m
o
rs an

d
 fig

-
m

ents of im
agination. 

M
o

n
ro

e
 N

e
w

s
-S

ta
r: 

B
a
se

d
 o

n
 th

e
 e

v
id

e
n
c
e
 

p
resen

ted
 . . th

e ju
ry

 h
ear-

in
g
 th

e case h
ad

 n
o
 ch

o
ice 

b
u
t to

 ren
d
er a v

erd
ict o

f 
not guilty. 

T
h
e co

ld
 fact o

f th
e m

at- 

ter is th
at G

arriso
n

 cam
e 

u
p
 w

ith
 v

ery
 sh

o
d
d
y
 ev

i-
d

e
n

c
e
, if o

n
e
 c

a
n

 c
a
ll it 

th
a
t . . . 

T
h

e p
o

in
t th

at n
eed

s em
- 

p
h
asizin

g
 is n

o
t w

h
eth

er 
G

arriso
n
 acted

 irresp
o
n
si-

bly now
 that his case against 

S
haw

 flopped. T
he point is—

did he violate the principles 
o
f ju

stice reg
ard

less o
f- th

e 
outcom

e of the trial? 
T

he L
ouisiana B

ar w
ould 

b
e
 re

m
iss if it d

id
 n

o
t a

t 
le

a
st m

a
k
e
 a

 th
o
ro

u
g
h
 

study . 	
. 

A
rk

a
n

s
a
s
 G

a
ze

tte
: 

L
ooking back on the trial 

(if th
a
t is th

e
 w

o
rd

) o
f 

C
lay S

haw
, the instinctual re-

sp
o

n
se

 is to
 a

sk
 o

n
e
se

lf 
how

 anything like this could 
have happened in the A

m
eri-

ca o
f th

e late '6
0
s. B

u
t th

e  

h
o
rrib

le th
o
u
g
h
t in

tru
d
es 

th
at p

o
ssib

ly
 it co

u
ld

 o
n
ly

 
have happened in the A

m
er-

ic
a
 o

f th
e
 la

te
 '6

0
s o

r a
t 

so
m

e tim
e v

ery
 clo

se to
 th

e 
la

te
 '6

0
s; th

a
t it is a

 p
a
rt 

o
f th

e g
en

eral d
eran

g
em

en
t 

of our tim
es and conceivably 

ev
en

 an
 in

d
isp

en
sab

le p
art. 

It is d
ifficu

lt to
 b

eliev
e 

th
at M

r. G
arriso

n
's ch

arad
e 

could have been .m
aintained 

fo
r . . . ftw

o
 y

ears) if th
ere 

w
ere n

o
t a sizab

le n
u
m

b
er 

of m
em

bers of the public-at-
larg

e w
h
o
 w

ere p
rep

ared
 to

 
believe any kind of conspira-
cy

 th
eo

ry
 fo

r th
e Jo

h
n

 K
en

-
nedy assassination they w

ere 
o

ffered
, so

 lo
n

g
 as it w

as a 
conspiracy. 

T
h
e scream

s an
d
 cries o

f 
"N

o
!" 

"N
o

!" h
e
a
rd

 fro
m

 
w

o
m

en
 at th

e b
ack

 o
f th

e 
sp

ectrto
rs' seats at th

e v
er- 

3-a 15friaiem
Ic.) 

diet of not guilty w
as evoca-

tiv
e o

f th
e m

ad
d

en
ed

 fish
-

w
iv

es o
f P

aris, u
n

acco
u

n
t-

a
b
ly

 c
h
e
a
te

d
 a

t th
e
 v

e
ry

 
step

s to
 th

e g
u
illo

tin
e o

f 
som

e long-aw
aited head . . . 

H
o

u
s
to

n
 C

h
ro

n
ic

le
: 

F
o
r m

o
re th

an
 tw

o
 y

ears 
th

e n
atio

n
 an

d
 th

e w
o

rld
 

h
av

e b
een

 assau
lted

 w
ith

 a 
barrage of w

ild claim
s from

 
N

ew
 O

rlean
s' D

istrict A
t-

to
rn

ey
 Jim

 G
arriso

n
 . . . 

W
hen it becam

e obvious to 
m

o
st p

eo
p

le th
at th

e so
u

n
d

 
of G

arrison's voice w
as m

ore 
im

p
o
rtan

t to
 h

im
 th

an
 th

e 
soundness of his statem

ents, 
"B

ig Jim
" prom

ised that he 
w

o
u

ld
 b

e b
o

rn
e o

u
t at th

e 
S

haw
 trial. 

T
h
e trial is fin

ally
 o

v
er, 

tw
o

 y
ears after S

h
aw

's ar-
rest . . . S

h
aw

 is in
n

o
cen

t. 

S
t. L

o
u

is 

P
o

st-D
isp

atch
 : 

T
h
e acq

u
ittal o

f C
lay

 L
. 

S
h
aw

 o
n
 a ch

arg
e o

f co
n
-

spiring to assassinate P
resi-

d
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
 w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e 
been a foregone conclusion 
w

ere it n
o
t fo

r th
e fact th

at 
the case against him

 w
as so 

preposterous that an equally 
p

rep
o

stero
u

s v
erd

ict ju
st  

m
ig

h
t h

av
e resu

lted
 . 

If a fraud w
as perpetrated, 

n
o

 o
n

e h
as to

 to
o

k
 fu

rth
er 

fo
r it th

an
 th

e o
ffice o

f th
e 

N
ew

 O
rlean

s d
istrict atto

r- 
ney. 

T
he w

hole ridiculous pro-
ceed

in
g

 is a b
lo

t o
n

 N
ew

 
O

rlean
s. M

r. G
arriso

n
 is u

p
 

for reelection in six m
onths, 

and w
e hope the voters deal 

w
ith

 h
im

 as h
e d

eserv
es . . 

L
a
k
e
 C

h
a
rle

s
 

A
m

erican
 P

ress: 

T
he farce in N

ew
 O

rleans 
is o

v
er. T

h
e v

erd
icts are in

. 
O

n
e v

erd
ict, w

h
ich

 su
r-

prised no one, w
as rendered 

b
y
 th

e
 ju

ry
 . . . 

A
nother verdict is also in. 

T
h
is v

erd
ict is o

n
 th

e co
n
-

d
u

ct o
f N

ew
 O

rlean
s D

is-
trict A

ttorney Jim
 G

arrison, 
and the verdict here is "guil-
ty

 as ch
arg

ed
" . . . 

T
h

e
 S

h
a
w

 tria
l w

a
s fi-

n
an

ced
 (in

 p
art) b

y
 co

n
tri-

b
u
tio

n
s o

f a p
riv

ate g
ro

u
p
. 

W
e do not think this sort of 

th
in

g
 s

h
o
u
ld

 b
e
 c

o
n
-

d
o

n
ed

 . 
S

om
e m

onths back, w
e said 

th
a
t th

e
 S

h
a
w

 tria
l w

a
s 

m
ak

in
g

 a lau
g

h
in

g
 sto

ck
 o

f 
L

o
u
isian

a, an
d
 th

ere is n
o
 

d
o
u
b
t n

o
w

 th
at th

is is ex
-

actly w
hat has happened . . 


