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NEW ORLEANS, Ia, AP = The verdict of a 12-man iuri cleared
Clay L. Shaw Saturd o{ plotting President John F. Kennedy’s
asgsasalination and lald to rest Det. Atty. Jim Garrison’s
h{garro conapiracy case.

We the Jury find the defendant not guilty,’?’ was the_unanimous
verdict that repullated Garrison’s last emo %gnal apfoal for a
Stganviction?? of the Warren Commission and *‘excesslve
government power,??

The 6-foot-6 district attornei left the courtroom after hla
near-midnight finale, before the verdict on the 34th
day of the trial,

Garrigson, who told the Jury the Warren Commlisslon was
frauviulent, had not comment on the outcome of his case charging
Shaw coneglrad with Lee Harvey Oswald and David W. Ferria,
both now dead, to kill Kennedy.

Juror David I. Powe sald after court ad Journed s
‘%Garrison has a right to his opinion about the government and
the Warren Commission. But I Just don’t feel his
opinion 18 enough to convict a man.*?

ithin hours rrison’s resignation was demanded 1n‘%
front-page edl torial b¥ the New Orleans States~Item., "‘He

8 shown himself unfit to hold the office,’’ the newsgaper sald.,

He has perverted the law.gather than Pgoggcuted it,.?

he States-Item sald the * "peraecution Shaw was
““a pggvarsion of the legal process suck © has not been of ten
Been.
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Meanwhile in Detrolt the presldent of the Amerlican Bar Assoclation,
William T, Gossett, said the ABA would ask the Louisiana Bar
Assoclation to consider disciplinmary action against Garrison.
wgoesett sald Garrison’s motives in tringing w to trial must be
investigated . He called the trial a charade.
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Meanwhile in Detroit the president of the American Bar

Assoclation, William T. Gossett, was gquoted by the Detroit

News as saying the ABA would ask the %ouiaiana Bar

Assoclation to ‘
Shaw 10th graf gggz{dar disciplinary action against Garrison.
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News 1s made when it 18 made and not by somedbody talking

about what they are going t >
The 9th graf Aoss SO 0&.t0 do when,®> commented Shaw,
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Deliberation took about 50 nlnutesf Under Loulslana law,

it took at least a nine-three vote for a decision.

Shaw was cleared two years to the day from the date he
was arrested,

The State, 1pth graf
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Shaw heard the verdict with tears of gratitude. *‘Great.
Simply freat, '’ he sald,

The whilte-halred 6-foot-4 Shaw, retired mansa ng director of
International Trade Mart, shook each Juror’s hand as his
vindicators—themselves smiling broadly=filed out shortly
after the 1302 a.m. verdict. ;

The Jury, which incluled three Negroes, was out only 54
minutes , When the verdict was read, screams anq‘iprlauso erupted
in a wild demonstration, Several women crieds of No’$*?

Security had been greatly tightened, SQHAW AND HIS LAWYERS
WERE RINGED 2ZY NINE DEPUTIES. After the Jury left, Shaw was
whigked off in the sheriff’s car.

The verdict came exactly two years after Shaw’s arrest on
March 1, 1967, on the charge of criminal
ﬁgﬁgpiracy that carries a penalty of 1-to-20 years.
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Garrison, leaning agalnst a table, climaxed his caae b{ urﬁing
the Jurors to strike a bdlow againn% the government and the Warren
Commiesion, a oup headed bz Chief Justice Earl Warren
and appoln%od g; former Presldent Lyndon B. Johnaon,

The commission in 1te massive investigation concluded Oswald
was the lone assassin and there was no credible evidence of

conspiracy.
eqmﬁi overnment handling of the assassination,’’ Garrison
sald, “‘was a fraul, Probably the greatest fraul perpetrated in
the ﬁistory of mankind ,.??
;40 Warren Commigsion, he sald, withheld evidence,
You can cause Jjustice to happen in thie case for the first time

in five inars ** he concluied,
His assistants, James L. Alcock and Alvin Oser, argued
that they had proved Shaw guilty. Oser used ariihmet

metic, angles
and photographs te arrive at the conclusion that xbnneiy was
gillodabylghioo gunmen in three locations in Dallas, TexX.,

07. 2 e

Defensga ntiornoy Fo Irvin Dymond, sandwiched bgiween five

osecution speeches, sald Garrleson’s case was ‘‘an
ziice-in-wondarland story and the trial was nothing more than

a forum for an attack on the Warren Commission.’®

Gurriggn's investigation began in October 1968, with the
first ""lead’’ apparently a private detective’s story-in
196 2~that he thought Ferrie, a former airline pilot, had something
to do with the assassination.

Ferrle was arrested once. He denled any knowledge of a plot.
In February 1967, he dled of a braln hemorrhage. Garrison
sald it wag sulclde.

The next “‘lead’’ was Dean A, Andrews Jr., a lawyer who
claimed ho,ig: a call from some one wanting a lawyer for Oswald
soon after anauns%qation.

Who was the caller? Olni Bertrand,’’ sald Andrews. The
FBI checked his story and discounted 1t.
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Andrews sald at the trial, however, that the name *°‘Bertrand?®’®
mas @ figment of his imagination ani that he had made it wp to gain
a reputation,

Artgr Andrews turned up in the case, the state’s star witness
emerged from obscuritys Perrg Raymond Russo, now 27, a '
dark-haired, talkative man who said he’d lmown Ferrle, After peveral

otlc sessions, Russo, told mores he kmew Oswald and
w, under different names—Leon Oswald and Clem Bertrand.

Russo told of a party at Ferrie’s agartmont in mid-September,
&95%5 He sald Ferrle, Shaw and Oswald plotted Kennedy’s

ea ®
Russo was, as Alcock acknowledged, the state’s case, His
teatimony and that of another hypnosis-involved witness, New
York accountant Charles I, Spiesel, may have been the turning
pointes for Shaw.

On cross-examlnation, Russo admitted he had told a police officer
after Sahw’s preliminary hearing in 1967 that he co dn’t honestly
83y _Shaw was at the ‘‘plot’® party.

If I had to say yes or no, I would have to 8ay no,?*’ he told
the officer, who confirmed 1% in his toatimoni.

Splesel tola the Juri of dark conspiracies with his enemies
hypnotlzing him, robb him of sexual powers and disgulsi themselves
a8 relatives, He testified he was at a 1967 New Orleans par g
and Shaw with others talked about how Kennedy miggt be kllled,

Hig testimony led jury, Judge and lawyers on a French Quarter
hunt for the site the sar Ye It was not found.

The state quickly shifted from Shaw, the defendant, to a $ftriale
of the Warren Commission. Huge exhidbits were mountea, angles o{ fire
discussed, numerous photos introduced. One supposedly showed ‘s
man holding something?®® in Dallas® Dealey Plaza, And eyewitnesses
from Dallas said they thought gunfire came from some direction
other than the Texas School Book Depository, where
Oswald fired from, acceording to the Warren Sommission.

- Garrison had no e ter witnegs to the testimony of Col. Pierre
»> 4« Pinck, the - or who helped perform the
. %:gg;&y autopsy. Finck eald positively Kennedy was shot twice from

The state’s major evidence, aside from Russo’s testimony,
was the home movie of the assassination taken bx Abraham
Zapruler, Because the film showed Kennedy’s head Jerk backward
shen the fatal shot struck, Garrison and his team sald there was

1 doubt the bullet came from the front-regardless of selentific
evidence that 1t didn’t. )
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