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'Was Hypnazed,' 
Says Star Witness 

NEW ORLEANS (UPI) — A 
star state witness in the as-
sassination conspiracy trial of 
Clay L. Shaw testified today 
he had been hypnotized 
against his will "possibly 50 
or 60" times over a 15-year 
period. 

The witness, Charles Spie-
sel, testified for the state yes-
terday that in June, 1963, he 
a t t e n clipt a party here in 
which Shaw and David W. 
Ferrie discussed methods of 
assassinating President John 
F. Kennedy. 

Shaw is accused of conspir-
ing with Ferrie and Lee Har-
vey Oswald to murder Kenne-
dy. 

Spiesel was cross-examined 

by defense attorney F. Irvin 
Dymond on the basis of a fed-
eral court action the witness 
brought in New York against 
the Pinkerton Detective Agen-
cy and various individuals. 
Spiesel charged they had tor-
tured him mentally, hypno-
tized him and deprived him of 
civil rights. 

Dymond asked Spiesel how 
many people had tried to hyp-
notize him. 

"It would be hard to say," 
the witness replied. 

"If the case ever goes to 
trial I'll prove each allega-
tion," Spiesel said. 

"How many other people 
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have hypnotized you?" Dy-
mond asked. 

"Possibly 50 or 60, primari-
ly in New York, over 15 or 16 
years," Spiesel replied. 

"Do you realize it when 
you're being hypnotized?" Dy-
mond asked. 

"I know when they attempt 
it," Spiesel said. 

Dymond asked whether 
Spiesel had ever been hypno-
tized in New Orleans. 

"I would say from time to 
time people here in New Or-
leans have tried to hypnotize 
me," Spiesel said. "I don't 
know their identity." 

Dymond asked how he knew 
when they were trying. 

"They try to catch my eye 
— catch my attention," Spie-
sel replied. 

"Did that happen to you 
down here in 1963?" Dymond 
asked. 

"I've been coming down 
here since 1962 ... 1961," 
Spiesel said. 

After the cross-examination 
of Spiesel was completed, the 
prosecution indicated it was 
ready to bring up another 
prime witness to testify that 
Shaw met with Ferrie and Os-
wald to plot Kennedy's death. 

Perry Raymond Russo, 27, 
will testify the meeting took 
place in the apartment of 
Ferrie. The criminal dis-
trict court trial of Shaw, a 
f o r in e r busineSsman, went 
into the third day of testimony 
today with Russo scheduled as 
the next witness but with a 
long period of cross examina-
tion of another man to pre-
cede him. 

According to Dist. Atty. Jim 
Garrison, Russo will testify 
the plot was Kennedy would 
be killed by crossfire, prefera-
bly coming from three men, 
and one of the gunmen would 
be sacrificed as a scapegoat 
to allow the others time to es- 

Shaw is charged with crimi-
nal conspiracy with Oswald 
and Ferrie, both now dead. 
Kennedy was killed Nov. 22, 
1963. 

Dymond brought out on 

PERRY R. RUSSO 
'Heard plotters' 

cross-examination that Spiesel 
had had difficulty with one 
firm he worked for, and Spie-
sel replied: "While working 
there, they used hypnosis on 
me." 

Under Dymond's question-
ing, Spiesel said he had filed a 
suit — without a lawyer — a 
few years ago in New York 
for $16 million claiming the 
New York police had tortured 
him mentally, hypnotized him 
and harassed him so that he 
gave up his business, He said 
he had also filed suit against 
a psychiatrist and others. 

"Is it a fact," asked Dy-
mond, "that you just recently 
have been troubled by a Com-
munist conspiracy — follow-
ing you, tapping your tele-
phones?" 

"Not particularly recently," 
said Spiesel, "it was 1964-65." 

For the state, Spiesel testi-
fied he had met Ferrie in a 
bar here in June, 1963, and 
gone with him to an apart-
ment–where Shaw was host at 
a small gathering in which, fi-
nally, 11 or so men sat around 
an oval table. The conversa-
tion turned to President Ken-
nedy and: 

"Quite a few criticized him. 
One man said: 'Somebody 
ought to murder him,' A man 
sitting next to Shaw, about 
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