—

- afternoon at the tﬂii%hemhrs

Gar 21 Jan 69
326 pes
454 -pes

A257NU1h Iwyys -

wyyfee
SHAW 2NDyRL 210
By BILL CRIDER
Assoclated Pressg Writer

NEW ORILEANS AP = A grey-haired Negro was sworn
Tuesday as the firgt jwror for the trial of Clay L. Shaw, charged
with conapiring to muder President John F. Kennedy.

Irvin Mason, 48, a machine operator at a sulphur com here,
g‘wvivea two hours of rigorous questioning by state and defense

WYers.

Magcm’srepliea were legal perfection. He had read 1little about
the celebrated case, discussed it sparingly, saw none of the
television shows based on it, had no opinione about it and didn’t
mind i1f the trial took two months.

In winding up his interrogation, chief defense lawyer F. Irvin
Dymond }eaned back, regarded Mason with a perplexed frown and
askeds *‘You want to be a Jjuror on thig case, do you not3??’

Mason had no chance to answer. Julge Edward A. Haggg:;ty ‘
Jr. of Criminal District Cowrt intervened and said, *‘He wants to
do his eivic duty as a citizen.’’

Mason raleed his right hand, was sworn in and the i!ﬂge leaned
down and informed him that as a Juror he was among those
privileged to smoke dwring the trial.

While gquestioning Phaonim]?{ﬂond sald there was absolutely no

%oubt that Shaw would ta e witness stand in his own behalf
ur g

&le — = '
Earg}er Dymond had filed an exception as grounds for possible

apgoal when Ju!g: Haggerty ruled t the atate did not have to
accept a Juror before passing him on to defense examination. The
Juror in question was son,

The first prospective Juror-named, 1rm:1callthohn Kennedy-—

WAS EXCUSED BY Judge Haggerty after saying he had a fixed
ﬁ{inion on the case,

gld security, 4th graf A241,

ﬁ update sub for 7th grafs kltchen.
Bte Atty, Jim Gerrison made icrie:r aﬁpearlmca Tuesda
e

% gal showdown on his c{ai that
the President was assassinated by a crew of conspiratoars, not
klled by a lone sniper.

Apst. Dist., 8th graf A241.
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