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Council Eyes

Kohn's Call for

Sapir Hearing

Members of the City Coun-
cil met in private this after-
noon to consider a letfer
from the Metropolitan Crime
Commission asking for a
hearing on alleged under-
world connections, of Council-
man Eddie L. Sapir. )

Aaron M. Kohn, managing
director of the MCC, raised
the issue at a council meet-
ing a week ago when he ac-
cused Sapir of having “con-
tinuous contact” with Jeffer-
son Parish rackets figure
Carlos Marcello.

SAPIR HAS RETALIATED

by ealling on the Orleans °

Parish Grand Jury to look
into the possibility that Kohn
is guilty -of intimidation of
public officials.

Yesterday the district at- '

torney’s office told Sapir that

both he and Kohn would have -

a chance to tell their stories
to a grand jury. Sapir has
called Kohn “a malicious
liar.”

After today's closed meet-

ing, council president John
J. Petre was expected to
transmit the council’s deci-
sion on the hearing to the
MCC via letter.

THE MEETING WAS held
in the City Planning Commis-
sion’s office with City Attor-
ney Alvin J, Liska sitting in.

Kohn's original charge last
week came during a stormy
.debate over an ordinance that
would legalize charitable bin-
go in the city.

“I helieve the community

would be interestéd in know- |

ing whether Mr. Sapir, in his
deliberations on this matter
. . . Is primarily interested
in the public interest or in the
interbsts of persons with
. whonl he happens to be par-
ticularly close,” Kohn said.
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" Sapir ATry‘ing |
To Avoid Open
Hearing--Kohn

Metropolitan Crime Commis-
sion Managing Director Aaron
Kohn has charged that City

"|Councilman Eddie L. Sapir is

trying “to use the grand jury

|to -avoid a public hearing on
-|Kohn’s claim that Sapir is in

“continuous” contact with rack-

‘lets figure Carlos Marcello.

Kohn's comments came yes-

‘|terday after Sapir got an agree-

ment from Dist. Atty. Jim Gar-

‘Irison that he would take the

matter to the Orleans Parish
Grand. Jury.

Kohn and the Crime Commis-
sion have asked for a formal
City Council hearing on the

charges of Sapir's connections
with Marcello.

SAPIR HAS ASKED the DA’s

office to have the grand jury
consider placing intimidation-of-

a-public-official charges against

Kohn.

“l am confident that after
the grand jury hears Mr. Kohn
and myself that Mr. Kohn will
once again be proven a pro-
fessional liar,” Sapir aid.

Asked what possible charge
might be involved, Sapir re-
plied: “It amounts to public in-
timidation,”

Kohn said grand jury Ses-|:

sions are secret and “answer-
ing that question before the
grand jury is not going to tell

the public. We think the proper |
place to answer the question is|

before the public and not in the
privacy of the grand jury.”

THE VERBAL SLUGFEST
between Kohn and Sapir was
ignited Thursday during a City
Council hearing on an ordinance
to legalize charity hingo.

Kohn said the Crime Com-
mission, which opposes - the

move, is primarily concerned

with - how Sapir’s relationship
with those people who financial-
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ly benefited from illegal opera-
tion of bingo in the past will
affect his current actions on

|the ordinance.,

Kohn said he had told the
council that in the cvent of a
hearing he could suggest the
names of persens for the coun-
cil ‘o call. He said he saw no
reasons for calling these same
persons before the grand jury,
because the MCC is not accus-
ing Sapir of any crime, and
therefore has no case to present.
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