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lfalian Reporter Questions

U.S. Assass

PAUL EBERLE

Augusto Marcelli, Italian news-
paperman and foreigh correspon-
dent for the Rome newspaper,
Paese Sera, told me yesterday
that there are many strange con-
tradictions in what the public has
been told about the assassination
of Sen, Robert Kennedy last week,

Marcelli covered the riots in
Washington at the time Dr, Mar-
tin Luther King was killed as well
as the assassination of President
John F, Kennedy for his paper,

“Right now” he said, “I don*t
know any more than any other pub-
lication, But I am checking some
interesting leads, because certain
details of thisstorysound rather
strange to meS

“Which ones?” we asked,

“One is the story of the girl
with the polka dot dress, The girl

seen by Sandy Serrano, a woman |

with a polka-dot dress, Then,an-
other woman, Kathy Fulmer, went
to the police and sald she was the
girl with the polka-dot dress—
only she wasn't wearing a polka-
dot dress, but a scarf, which
makes a difference”

“Another thing that interests
me and puzzles me is, the nation-
ality of this fellow, Sirhan, the
country from which he came, and
then the newspapers say thisKa-
thy Fulmer is a belly dancer, I
don’t know if that is significant,
but it makes me wonder,

“Then, there is the fact that it
seems that there are more than
one girl with the polka-dot dress,
At least three, who went to the po-
lice, Now, I guess in this season
polka-dot dresses are very usual,
But, how many girls with polka-
dot dresses were in the same
place and saidthe same thing, We
killed Kennedy?

“S0, I consider this a possibil-
ity, that maybe the police are still
looking for the polka-dot girl—
OR-—perhaps they give out this
information to reassure the real
polka-dot dress girl that she is

safe—that she is nolonger sought -

after,

“You think” we asked, “thatthe
police might be involved?”

“That could be. You know, In a
case like this, every minimal lead
must be taken into consideration

“What about the man? we asked.
“Wasn't a man also seen with the
polka-dot girl?

“Yes. And he has not beendes-
cribed, This fact looks rather odd,
because plenty of people saw that
man, but no deseription has been
circulated by the police. I pre-
sume that those people who saw

inations -

him or said they saw him, des-
eribed him tothe police, Iam ask-
ing myself why no descripion of
this man has been circulated by
the police”

“What else seems strange to you
about this affair?”

“Well, I strongly believe that the
first Kennedy assassination was _
the result of a plot. I got very
close tothe actual material proofs
of this and from what we have
learned today, it seems almost
assured that Martin Luther King's
assassination was the result of a
plot,

The Canadian landlady of that
fellow Ray, thealleged murderer,
said she saw a fat man giving him
money before he was leaving, That
doesn’t necessarily prove a plot,
but I feel sure, from the few facts
I could gather in the month of May,
for example, the fact that Ray was
able to escape, the length of time
he was able to remain concealed,
the abundance with which money
and passports were supplied to
him, the particulars of his es-
cape ,., I think that he was not
alone, I exclude the possibility
that he was alone,

“So, now, we have already two
plots, Let’s look at the third mur-
der, and of course it is too soon,
but we cannot discount the pos-
sibility that Senator Kennedy's
death was also the result of an-
other plot, Before discarding the
possibility that it was a plot, we
must look very closely at the var-
ious leads which help us streng-
then the hypothesis that it might
be a plot” .

i

Contemplating this, [ asked Mr,
Marcelli ... “All of the prominent
people assassinated in the past
five years, Malcolm, Medgar Ev-
ers, the Kennedy Brothers, King,|
all of these people, although not
necessarily radicals, werea little
bit left of center, in that they
wanted change, or at least, re-
form of the status quo. None of
them was a reactionary, Isn't that
in itself very significant7?

“I knew all of them, I knew Med-
gar Evers, Malcolm, I was rather
friendly with him, Also President
Kennedy and Robert Kennedy, [
would say that only one man who
was killed was on the Right, and
that was George Lincoln Rock-
well, But also [ know that that was
a private business, the killing of

Rockwell, It was not clearly an

ideological situation, I knew also
the man who killed him, because

I visited him in Arlington Vir-
ginia, He wasa very good-looking
young man, and very shy, We
were do_ipg a documentary on the

United States, so we went there
... His name was Pratt” i

“What other details of the Rob-
ert Kennedy murder seem odd to
you? I asked again.

“There are a few other things,
but at this moment I hesitate to
tell them because [ am still check-
ing points that seem contradic-
tory, so I am not sure about what
to dowith them yet, But what real-
ly worried me is that there are
some exterior effects of the story,

“First, I wasn't here when he
was assassinated: I only arrived
on Thursday night, but of course,
've been going through all the™
newspapers of the past few days,
I have learned that when nobody
knew who the identity of that fel-
low Sirhan, the Mayor of Los An-
geles and the Attorney General

of the United States, Ramsey
Clark, stated that it was not a
plot,

“I would say that in an investi- |
gation you start from the begin-
ning. You try to learn who the
man who did the erime is, Then,
you can express an opnion about
him—it is a plot or it is nota
plot. I cannotunderstand why they
both say immediately, when they |
didnt know what the man’s name
was, that it was impossible that it
could be a plot. That is one thing,
I would not say that implies that
it is a plot, but it is unusual this
kind of an attitude, It sounds
strange,

“Another thing that I do notun-
derstand is the patent lie of the
Mayor Yorty, because he has been
saying and repeating that the man,
Sirhan, is a Communist, that his
car had been seen near the Du
Bois Club, Now, everybody knows
that the Du Bois Club in Los An-
geles has not been in existence
since two years ago, but, I can
tell you something more—and I
heard it froma verydirect source
-—this man, Sirhan, since he has
been in jail, has expressed violent
anti-Communist feelings, Thisis

from an absolutely reliable
source”

“Then he is not a leftist?" we
asked,

“Thal is correct, Now, I have not
questioned Mr. Yorty’s behavior
in stating that he had a diary, a
notebook, and so on, but it seems

to me that his aceusation of Sir-
han’s being a Communist—when
it was a lie-—with the diaries,
and all the little news items that
have been leaked out, but it was
2 kind of an artificial leak—you |
could feel it—it looked to me that |
Mr. Yorty, at least, was tryingto |
follow a kind of line which brings
to mind right away another per-
son involved in another Kennedy |
assassination. He was, let's say,
using the Oswald silhouette to
build up Sirhan Sirhan as a Com-
munist in the public opinion, And

(Continued on Page 9)
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“A loner” 1 suggested, “With ,
Communist leanings,”

“One cannot accept the fact that
the Mayor ofLos Angeles releas-
es false statements, He is suppos- |
ed to have an investigating sys-
tem, and this investigative system
is pupposed to give him true an-
swers to the questions, There-
fore, it is possible that Mayor
Yorty thought he was saying the
truth incalling Sirhana Commun-
ist, and all that, but since it is not
/the truth, as has been clearly de-
monstrated, the false information
must have come through his in-
vestigators, And this again, this

h esis, makes me think very
stroffgly of the possibility of a
. plot®
*Espgeially with the two other
people seen with Sirhan Sirhan?
- I'added,
l;,;__.'Yes.'
= -;'qu you had occasion to meet
arrison in your investigation of
& John Kennedy assassination?
- “I never met Garrison, but last

%‘?r} through our New York of-

fice, Garrison expressed a de-
[ Sire if it was possible, for me to
/8o to New Orleans, when the trial
"was going to be held”
i\ “Hdve you ever been threaten-,
ced or warned todiscontinue prob-
dng - into that assassination™ 1
~asked..”
/7 “Fifteen.days after John Ken-
/nedy was:assassinated, I was shot
at. in'New York, I was with three
. other-people on 97th and Central
Park West, I was leaving the sub-
(-Way, and we were four people, and
t,{g\_tﬂdenly on the left side of the
Street, on the small buildings
Which had been condemned, which
Were inhabited by PuertoRicans,
| somebody starts shooting,

“Shooting in that area was not
unusual, so you know what you
have to do. We just threw our-
selves on the ground, tryingtobe
as inconspicuous as possible,

“Three more shots followed the
first one. I saw the flash of the
shooting coming on the roof of
these {hree-story building, Then,
the police arrived after a few
minutes, becauso they were us-
ually cruising the area, especially
in the night, They questioned us,
and nobody was able to give an
answer,

I was the only one able to glve
an answer because,l had received
in the previous five or six days,
some threats through the tele-
phone. It was a kind of a con-
versation which, at moments, got
almost friendly .., you know?
Almost jovial, from one side and
another, And the fact was this,
that some days before, the maga-
zine I’Affaire had published an
article of mine on Kennedy's as-
sassination”



“*When di#y® arrive in Dallas?
. ®A few days after theassassin-'

ationfi @ent to Dallas and wrote
this artidhe. I thinkIarrived three
da®s aftetMKenned . 'Was assassi-

I met so who told me
somethin erson didn't
know ver t what she
sald was That was_
around ten the evening

that I arrived. After two hours,

! that'person ‘called me at the hotel

and. she told me that by paying
i . d: b d

*Put " thi
heard fr

tor ip Milago. And this cable said,

actly this way: Now I donot re-
member all the i but you

i chack them if y ve the
books—the Dallas Police had
found Fin Irving, a guismith who

‘the first woman and |
what the second woman said; and |
you have to come to some kirdof |
conclusion. So I went back to the |
‘hotel and'sent a cable to the edi- |

And the thing wasex-1

said that he had had a rifle be
longing to a man named Osw
and it had the lag that said O

" wald, and he had put thtelescg
- on that rifle and drilled the hol':

on thatrifle—Idon't know whether,
T vou remember this, Anyway, this
was i the Warren Report,

30, th was o
that the rifl

'y 3 T Wl Gl By

ynon
Al g

wisrtinent store gl
Cawale toux the ol gl
1Continued
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: this gunsmith and asked him to

put the telescope on the rifle,
That was the official version,

“BUT—Milton Klein told me
that the rifle had left Chicago with
the telescope, with the holes for
the screws for the attachment of
the telescope already drilled. So
I published that in I Eurcpeo, and
when the news bounced back all
over, the Dallas Police were fore-
ed to change the version of their
story—only they couldn’t find a
suitable version,

“And even today, if you read the
Warren Report, it says at this
point—‘t is true that the rifle
with the telescope came from Chi-
cago, but the gunsmith in Irving
had the rifle on which to fix the
telescope, by a man who gave his
name as Oswald! The man called
Oswald took the gun to the gun-
smith in Irving to have the tele-
scope put on, And that seems to
imply that Oswald had another
gun,

“BUT—we had been searching
and investigating, and we had been
unable to find that second gun,
and to find out where that second
gun came from. This is one of the
major flaws in the Warren Report,
They had been investigating Os-
wald all over, and they wereable
to say how many buttons and how
many pills he had, But they were
unable to find the other gun,

“So, that is what I found con-
‘cerning Oswald in Chicago”

~“And was it for that? I asked,
“that youywerethreatened and shot
at? \

“No. No. Because of looking for
information about Jack Ruby. I
found infor mation about Jack Ruby
that contradicted the official pic-
ture that was being built up of Ru-
by, by the police and by the Amer-
ican press,

“He was, I found out, a second-
rate gangster, but he never liked
the president and never expressed
any affection for the president,

"Also, he was implicated in
some of the killings, the vende(-
tas, that the Chieago underworld
Wwas perpetrating some years be-
fore, I could establish a connee-
tion between the underworld of

Chicago and the underworld .of.L
link passed -

Dallas, and this
through Jack Ruby, So he was not

a minor figure, the good-naturecl_‘_' ‘
simpleton, which the media had:
h

manufactured,
“But T came back from Dallas
with the idea that the Cubans had !

S6mething to do with'it, T was ask-

ing myself and wondering why, [~
.- had my journalistie file, which I

was building up by myself just

" fram the lewspapers and the ma-

gazines, I had alsop a big, fat file
on the Cuban anti-Castro opera-
tives, and activities here in the
United Stateg

“So, when I was back in New
York, I went through that file,and
I found out that now and then the

| Cuban committees, the Anti-Cas-

tro committees used to get toge-
ther in Chicago, and that the few
meetings had been held betwken
the end of 1962 and May 1963,

That was right after the prisoners
were-freed by Castro,

“And there was also another
meeting—I don’t remember now
but you can check it easily—held
in Chicago right before Cardona
resigned as a leader of the Cuban
Liberation Movement. He sent
that 6000-word letter to the White
House, and the State Department
denouncing the American policy
toward the Cuban Liberation Mo-
vement, But the letter was not
6000 words—it was 20,000 words,
So only one part was released,

“Now—it was clear enough,
even from the part that was re-
leased, that there was some kind
of mood in the air, Cardona was
warning the American author-
ities, using very mild words—but
the meaning was clearly there—
that, should the United States con-
tinue their policy of curbing the
Anti-Castroactivities in the Unit-
ed States, he was not goling to be
responsible any longer for what
these people were going to do,
That is in the letter, I was able
to see, two years later, in 1965,
a photostatic copy of the letter, of
the MISSING part ofthat letter,

“Anyway, let’s go back to Chi-
cago now, As I told you, when I
went to Chicago, I went to follow
that lead about the Cubans, And
that is what T found out, that in a
meeting of these Cuban exiles and
some of the prisoners which had
been released—those people
were informed then that the Unit-
ed States didn't intend to do any-
thing to liberate Cuba,

“If you remember, it was inthe
Orange Bowl in Miami, 1 think,
when the prisoners were there,
and President Kennedy went down,
and, waving the Cuban flag, said,
“This flag will soon wave again
over a free Cuba! and soon...
But, after a few weeks, in an in-
terview with the French press, he
told these journalists that it was

* unthinkable to invade Cuba and

destroy world peace, just to lib-
erate Cuba,

§“That was, I think, around the
fifteenth or twentieth of January,
1963, this interview with Danielle,

< A meeting took place a few days

o

after, at Chicago, a Cuban refu-
gee’s meeting, And I learned in
Chicago thatat that meeting, some
group of the refugees, of the ex-
iles, started arguing very vio-
lently and accusing President
Kennedy, and saying that if he did-
nt want to liberate Cuba, they
were going to kill him,

“Now, you can take all this and
say it's sort of a passionate des-
pair and disillusion. But at this
moment, [ had already two leads,
one from Dallas and one from
Chicago,

“Three days later, when I was
going to write my article in the
Blackstone Hotel, I went through
the Chicago papers, and there was
a column, This column had this
news-—that at the meeting held
there last January, there was a
group of Cuban exiles conspiring
to assassinate President Ken-
nedy, It said that Oswald alsowas
in the plot., Only, we don't know
now whether he was paid by them
or by somebody else,

“So T felt that I had enough to
advance a hypothesis, andI wrote
that story in [/Europeo, about Jack
Ruby, and Milton Klein and Os-
wald, and soon ..,

"And so, after afewdays, came
the shooting, I also then received
more pheone calls in which it was
made clear that the shooting was
directed at me, I went to a friend
of mine and told him about it, and
he said, ‘In a case like this you
usually go to the police or the
FBI, but in this case, they may
be involved, and I think you'd bet-
ter go back home,

“Now, after that, in February,
I wefit to Miami Beach, There was
the match between Liston and
Clay. I wanted to see ifthere was
something I could learn from
these Cuban exiles and refugees,
And there I found a man who knew
a Cuban exile who knew some man
named David Ferrie, Yes!

“So he told me thathe knew Da-
vid Ferrie and that something fun-
ny had been going on between Mi-
ami and New Orleans, that he had
met Ferrie a short while before,
and that Ferrie seemed fo himto
be very preoccupied,

“From what he told me, David
Ferrie had gone to some place in
the Everglades, on the Keys, toput
something in a bank safe, At hat

(Continued on Page 1l)
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moment I didn’t write anything
about it, because I couldn’t connect
David Ferrie with the plot,

“Getting back toSirhan Sirhan”
I said, “Did you say that he was
homosexual 7"

“I think, from what information
I gather, he is bi-sexual, But
I think the most interesting source
of information on this man lies in
the direction of the race track,
Those people there, they know
everything and nothing, You
know?

I asked him ifhe had been there.

“Yes, T gathered that there is
something that they know, I think
it is probably a far-right plot or
a.mafia plot, The race track tends
to mix those two elements togeth-
er. So I don't know. Probably, liv-
ing in Los Angeles, you can do that
much better than I, But he has
been seen with a girl, His young-

er brother has a deportation ac- "

tion pending for narcoties,”

“Why do you think Robert Ken-
nedy was assassinated?”

“A man in that position, who
says the things which he said ...
you know? Or even fifty per-
cent of that, in this country with
the mood which has been expres-
sed in Dallas in 1963, ean be kill-
ed any day”

“Why? 1 asked. “Because he
wanted to stop the war? Because
he wanted change?

“Well, let’s say this, It is every-
thing which stopping the war im-
plies, Stopping the war—it im-
plies a lot of things, political and
economic, It implies re-educat-
ing the American public to a new
image for the major issue of the
cold war—and that is of course
femmn S =

the Communists, They have to
start to re-educate the American
people to think in a different way
about Communism and Commun-
ists, first of all.

“And, of course, you know that
Anti-Communism here is one of
the most powerful industries.
Now, it is an industry which im-
plies the manufacture of public
opinion through the mass com-
munications media, It is an indus-
try which implies saving the
American war economy, which
has not yet been dismantled,

“T think that these twothings by
themselves are more than enough
to bring about a reaction like the
assassination of the Kennedy bro-
thers,

“In addition, there are the
smaller issues—dismantling all
that implies alsoto start peaceful
relations with Cuba. Now you know
powerful American interests have
been damaged by the nationaliza-
tion instituted by Castro. Those
interests are related to power
groups, sconomic groups, whose
interests are not confined to Cuba
but are spread all around the
world,

“Those groups are the ones who
hold the real power in the United
States. Those are the ones who
make and unmake the Presidents.
They use an Oswald, a Sirhan Sir-
han, a Jack Ruby, a Ronald Rea-
gan for one purpose, Oswald for
another,

“Now, these people, you cannot
suppose they will give up soeas-
ily. We have been learning inre-
cent days that a plot was uncov-
ered to assassinate Johnson,
Humphrey and Rockefeller, There
was also a plot in New York to
assassinate Robert Kennedy,
There is also a plot toassassin-
ate Roy Wilkins and other people

N

less important, I don’t know who

they were,

“But it makes me think that the
plot to assassinate Robert Ken-
nedy was conceived, was planned,
was prepared together with the
plot to assassinate his brother in
1963, To assassinate Martin Lu-
ther King, and then to assassin-
ate Robert Kennedy, toassassin-
ate somebody else?

“You think they were planned by
the same people?

“Yes. Idonot mean‘them’ as in-
dividuals, but let’s say, even two
years ago, you could anticipate
that Robert Kennedy was goingto
play some kind of role, Solguess
he just crossed the line beyond
which he was to be killed if he
crossed it., The situation showed
that if he had some major possi-
bilities for becoming president,
he was going to be eliminated, So

sE¢

now, in America, Idon’t know yho,
but somebody, in that line, like
MeCarthy, might be assassinated,
And I would say that the layout,
the planfor that assassinationhas
already been prepared?
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