New Orleans

Fear of Change

Held Link in

Violence Wave

By JACK WARDLAW

A gloomy, frightening pic-
ture of a sick and violent so-
ciety was painted today by a
varlety of New Orleans ex-
perts .on human behavior in
the wake of the shooting of
U.8. Sen. Robert F. Kennedy,

Philosophers, sociologists,
clergymen, historians, jurists
and® psychologists joined in
linking the latest eruption of
violence with the assassina-

‘l tions of President John F.
Kennedy and Martin Luther
i Kirg in an overall pattern of
collapsing moral values and
disinfegration of authority.
SHOOTINGS, riots, violent
demonstrations and a casual
view of human life were
fraced to a deep sense of

MASS SCHEDULED [
Archhishop Philip..M. Han-
nan ‘will celebrate a Mass,
asking for divine help in the
recovery of Sen. Robert F.
Kennedy at 8 p. m. today in

St. Louis Cathedral.

alienation and frustration. The
| experts had ngo prescription
for a gquick or easy cure!
Author Walker Percy
sumatied up- the disturbing |
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view by observing that people

will say the same thing @bout

the RFK shooting that ‘they

did about the King and JFK

assassinations—“It's the work
fo! a madman.”

PEBCY SAID, “It might
.':vgen be that Sen. Kennedy
=was shot by a madman but
Lil’s more than that. There’s
=more going on in this coun-

try than that. . . .
. "I can't explain it and I
don’t think any one can. It's,
.&ppalling. It's’ frightening.”
‘The experts saw the troublav
growing from many roots—
glorification of violence in the
mass media and in Vietnam;
-the effect on most of our pop-
ulation of growing up in the
World War II-Cold War-Korea-
Vietnam atmosphere; the lack
of challenge that comes with

prosperity, a general break- |

~down in authority.

=

' ﬁmg and later making a liv-

“bol, God,

States-1tem

e eve. of Fath-
I;h'gl Rev. erhert

mych of-the blame for the |
'ﬂc(%onty gap on the Amer-

father.

" Absent for military service
while his children are very

the father provides “no
ong leadership and sense
of security in the home.”

8 LACK makes strong
leaderslnp “both feared and
‘hated”’ as the children grow
.older and when such leader-
shép appears it may be defied
,in violent protests or elim-
- inated by shooting, he said.
- The ultimate authority sym-

olinard of the 'St. Charles' | iy
‘Ave. Christian Church placed | i

“has come in for
hig share of death lately,” '
. the Rev. Mr. Polinard pointed

\ﬂ“f.

""The result will be "hard fo
cure”, he said, but the first
wlove must be to ‘restére

"Godc to his place and the

fdather to his.”

- Commenting in the same
-véin"was Dr. Warren Breed,
head of the sociology depart-
ment at Newcomb College,
who saw the Kennedy shoot-
ing as not so much a ‘‘Her-
itage of killing” from World |

ar II but as a “hatred, of
change.”

““I THINK it's a fear aud

hatred of those who'd change
our institutions,” in this case
‘ag well as the "JFK and King
shootings, he said.. [
- "I think these things are
contagious; one such act sug-
gests similar action to others.
There are millions of irre-
sponsible nuts.”

Dr. Paul H. Richards, pas-
tor of the Parkway Presby-
terian Church, attributed.the
violence o “3 deep sense of
alienation.” He said people

are acting “more and more
on the basis of ideology,”
‘which can screen out an g
that does not agree with it
and lead to actions that would

not be possible otherwise,,
“Pebp]e who have power
‘can use it to keep peq'ple !
down” and those wrthout W-
‘er can turn to violence in re-

| turn, Dr. Richards said.

* Dr. Gene L. Usdin, psychia- |

trist and teacher, said, “There

is too much acceptance of vio- |
lencé and destruction.”

“Such acts are necessarily
the products of sick or ‘de- |
ranged minds. They are al-
tention-seeking acts . the
,acts' of men with feaHngs
‘of wgrandiosity, omnipoténcy,

- coupled 'with desires for mar-

tyrdom.” '

gar

CITING THE Vietnam war,
id, “We don’t

ught te: ess
] son mvolv but” it
s to create a ‘‘disrespect
| for life and death.”

war, he said, "‘has torn

part enough to make us

qu jon some of our et.hlcal
dards, to criticize them.”

Rz\bbi Leo A. Bergman of

Touro} Synagogue said, . “‘The

lightness with which we hold\

an life in this country .
fids a public period of

that violence h
e sin of our time. s

“ﬁm HAVE made human
life ‘so cheap that it is held
in @ mtempt. . . The 'violence
“of today is a her;tage of the
n'nmedlate war that is going
on inVietnam . . it is the
heritage of the fear and rest-
lessnes§ and the threat «im-
phmt our times. ¢ .}

cowardice of mm boh-
tlclanl to enforce ever laws
againgt interstate arms sales
shows how little courage we

have. in the face of lobby | law

power

kill those with whom
we disagree because of our
dlsa ent means a wide-

‘spread ‘sickness pervades our
dand. ‘The right of disagree-
ment is'fundamental and bas-
i tq.ﬂgocmcy ‘When as-
sassin: ecomes our
means of settling differences,
then we entered the
worst form dictatorship.”

,I Lt ) I

DR. CHARLES DEW of the
Louisiana State University
history department in Baton
Rouge expressed a similar
fear.

“We're at a very dangerous
point in our national history.

This climate of violence has.

brought us to a point similar
to Germany’s prior to  the
rise of Adolph Hitler. I don’t
think such a thing could hap-
pen here but we must accel-
erate our plans for social
change to relieve many of the
problems confronting our so-
ciety.

“We live in an age of great
social change and history has
shown that each age of signif-
icant social change is accom-
panied by violence attached
to the social revolution.”

DEW SAID the civil rights
gains have been made at the
price of blood sacrifices and
cited the frustration that has
resulted from the Vietnam
war.

The Rev, George H. Wilson,
executive secretary of ‘the
Greater New Orleans Federa-
tion of Churches, said the

rec- L

5 June 1968

RFK shooting and pnor acts
of violence *‘should” shock ‘all
of us into the conscijushess

t the very foundatidns' of
our country are'in danger of
l%\!lng crumbled.

#“When violence and killing

~are substituted for free elec-

. tions instead of contest and
ok

tions and due process of law,
our American way of life.is
near annihilation . . . It is
hoped that this Jast tragedy
will awaken all of America
" {o'the need of using the bal-
Jotyinstead of bullets, concilia-

will instead of hatred.
ess we can learn this,
untry may well be head-
ed toward a tightly controlled
pohc state which will make
dictatorships look be-
nigﬂ.’

LOUISIANA ATTORNEY
GENERAL Jack P. F. Gre-
million said the shooting was
“endouraged by a break.
down in law and order .

“The general public has
just’ got an _attitude it can
get ,away with breaking the

,D}' :Kenneth G. Pl‘ufer. pas-

for, of the .St. Charles Ave.
! Pne;bytenan_ Church, smq

HAVE a history of Vio-
lennp in America. We exalt
it, glorify it. This terrible
kind of Teaction to disagree-
ment is the fault of all of
us to some extent. We refuse
to cpntrol the sale of guns
even though every other’eivil-
ized country does it. e al-
low our men in public ]er to
be constantly exposed to some
unbalanced person who' can
pay a few dollars for alrifle
or a pistol. Television ‘and

' movie! heroes are heroes of

violence,

“I think the Vletnam war
' has ifar more influences on
| the violence and unreshi fejt

today than does a herifage
from: World War II, The-pres-

_ent.war comes right intor our

living:rooms and we see peo-
ple die every evening-while
we're eating supper or having
a drink. We can sit with a
martini in our hands and see
the hody count on teleyision
and be totally unmoved-by it.
Stop and think what a,horri-
ble thing a body count js—yet
we respond with ag little feel-
ing as if the bodies: were
sacks of flour.

“] ALSO THINK that fear
of change contributes fo the
hatred which runs so deep.
The rapidly moving world in
which we live scares us all.
We need to examine our at-
titudes* to see whether we

.



| are willing to respond with
reason to'ithe course of events
in, this country or continue {o| .
_ with ‘our”blood instead
of our brains.”

Norman Francis, vice pres-
ident of Xavier, University,
warned #Mat ‘‘violencé has
becomesan accepted part of
the American scene.”

“THERE 1S a new move- |
ment of open disagreement
with persons in posim: of
authoﬂty—nf violent gree-
menty There’s .a feeling |

ung
among some, ‘I you don't
like something, stnke it
d°wn LAR )

Franeis said, “I have no
doubt the Vietnam war and
the sight of death ‘the
st;reet; . . . have ii'

gard for life.
1s
iy in front of g}u' chjl

o dr

‘¢ frightens me {md I'm
airald that it's not over
ye

. ARCHBISHOP Philip M.
Hannan said, “One getvof vio-
lence — an- assassinatlon—cre-

ates a climate wlth “certain
disturbed personalities that |
makes it easier for another

ﬁ openness of Sen. Kennedy
makes him an easy tar%p for

ad y

| assassination to happen.”
The archbishop added, ‘'The

such people. His outgoing per-
sonality enables such people to
take advantage of him.

“He is a completely devoted
public servant, conscious of
the. family tradition of serv- |
ice who carried out his con-
' regardless of any
r to his personal life. I

pray. God that he recovers
comhpletely and that God’s
grate and consolation be with

hig'Wife and all the members
of ‘}u‘ family.”

. HENRY L. Masofi, head
offthe political science depart-
t at Tulane Unlversny,
assassinations are’*'be-

g fought in our living |

coming more of a habit than
I'd-like it to be. .

“™These killings and shoot-

irigs® reflect somebody’s

strangely alienated mind.
They are an attempt to'get a
place in society . . . I See no

halt:to it. It is gettlng 50 easy
to asSassinate people.”

Bishop Coadjutor Iveson B.
Noland of the Episcopal
Church said, “The reastn we
are having these killings is
that mankind is estranged
from God. They will go on
until man acknowledges the
sovereignty of God. Injshort,
we must learn to answer to a
Higher Authority.”

Dr. Homer L. Hitt, chancel- |
lor of Louisiana State Uni-#

versity in New Orleane eaid

e
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