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Arguments 
In O'Hara 
Case End 
The Louisiana Supr em e 

Court today finished hearing 
final arguments in the State 
of Louisiana's case ch*ging 
Criminal District Court Judge 
Malcolm V. O'Hara with 
gross misconduct. 

The court promised to try 
to make a quick decision in 
the matter. 

During today's session the 
State Attorney General's Of-
fice charged that Judge 
O'Hara violated both the Lou-
isiana. Code of Judicial Et tics 
and the State Constitution 
through his activities to over-
turn the convictions of James 
R. Hoffa and Zachary "Red" 
Strate. 

O'HARA'S LAWYER, Rus-
sell J. Schonekas, contended 
that the judge's interest in 
the two convicted men. -was 
solely for the purpose ofek-
ing truth. 

The state says O'Hara ac-
companied Strate, a close 
friend, to Baton Rouge to get 
Efdward Grady Partin, Team-
ster Union Local No. 5 busi-
ness manager, to sign a state-
ment that wiretapping had 
been used by the federal gov-
ernment in obtaining criminal 
convictions against Strate and 
Teamster Union President 
James R. Hoffa. 

O'Hara's attorney said the 
trip was in the interests of 
justice. The judge warned Par-
tin to sign the statement only 
if it were true, he said. 

JUSTICE MACK E. BAR-
HAM questioned Schonekas 
sharply about O'Hara's pon-
due0 "He used the influence 
of- ,t*s office didn't he, lir. 

See O'HARA— Page 4 

4-1.7v, 1,nc. 

Continued from Front Page 

Schonekas?. If not, why 'was 
he introduced as Judge 
O'Hara rather than . Mr. 
O'Hara? 

"And why did he ask Par-
tin to sign the statement? Why 
didn't he just witness it?" 
the justice inquired. 

O'Hara's attorney said that 
his client may be guilty of in-
discretion and "possibly a rep-
rimand is in order." 

SCHONEKAS TOLD the 
court that any judge or law-
yer "owes it to justice to 
try to obtain the truth." He 
contended that the state "has 
fallen flat on its face in try-
ing to prove its case and 
should ask for a dismissal of 
its case against Judge 
O'Hara." 

Representing the state to-
day was John E. Jackson Jr., 
assistant Louisiana attorney 
general, who said at the out-
set of the argument that this 
matter is "purely and simply 
a civil case." 

He said, "This is the only 
type of remedy the people of 
the state have to remove 
Judge O'Hara from office." 

JACKSON SAID that the 
'Supreme Court is now sitting 
aslourt and jury examining 
th -conduct of this defendant. 
Ja,44on told the court that 
oneOf the basic issues in-
volved is what constitutes 
grog misconduct iof e said 
the term is "not ZiMult to 
define." 

owslagstiod acme 
h'. On.  
roceethng un er th 

preme Court's Code of ydi-
cial 

 
Ethics or under Ait1ele 

9, 	ctions 5 and 1 of the 
Lo 	ana Constitution. 

It was then that he said that 
botti should be considered in 
deciding the O'Hara case uad 
thacin his view O'Hara M, 
viold both. 

J SON DESCRIBED4v 
riou activities of J 
0' 	a, allegedly on b 
of 	ffa and Strate, includ- 
ing ps to Washington, 
on 	'eh, he said, Strate'al- 
wa paid the expenses. 

J son answered a con- 
ten 	by O'Hara's attorneys 
Russell J. Schonekas and -Ed- 
w 7A. Wallace, that Article 
9, 	tion 5, is unconstitution- 
al 	cause it deprives the 
jud 	of due process (+f ,aw. 

onekas said that+ mis-
co ct is net deline#d in 
th 	ction and that a judge 
ca t know in advance what 
co 	tutes gross misconduct. 

'IX PROCESS does not 
ap 	only to the criminal, 
bu 
	

the life, liberty and 
it of happiness of all in- 

uals,'' Schonekas said. 
ckson argued that Judge 

0'i> ra has been "amply no-
tified of the charge against 
hin) and has been given a 
hearing before the court's 
commissioner and the hearing 
today." 

The suit to oust Judge 
O'Hara was instituted by At-
to ey General Jack P. F. 
G illion after several New 
Or, ns groups, including the 

Met politan Crime Commis-
coritkoversial New Orleans 

iled petitions request-
ing',Such action. 

Testimony was given-, by 
witnesses on both sides at four 
days of hearings before a 
commissioner appointed by 
the court, Michael M. Erwin. 


