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Case End

The Louisiana Supreme
Court today finished hearing
final arguments in the {State
of Louisiana’s case charging
Criminal District Court ‘Judge
Maleolm V. O’'Hara with
gross misconduct.

The court promised t4*iry
to make a quick decision in
the matter.

During today's session the
State Attorney General's Of-
fice charged 'that Judga
10’'Hara violated both the I
rlsiana Code of Judicial E
and the State Constltutmn
through his activities to over-
turn the convictions of James
R. Hoffa and Zachary ‘Red”
Strate.

O’HARA’S LAWYER, Rus-
sell J, Schonekas, contended
that the judge's interest in
the two convicted men. was
solely for the purpose o f eek-
ing truth.

The state says O'Hara ac-
cumpamed Strate, a .close
friend, to Baton Rouge t get
Edward Grady Partin,
ster Union Local No. 5 bu51-
ness manager, to sign a state-
ment that wiretapping had
been used by the federal gov-
ernment in obtaining eriminal
convictions against Strate and
Teamster Union Presxdent
James R. Hoffa.

O'Hara’s attorney said the
trip was in the interests of

justice. The judge warned Par-
* tin to sign the statement only
if it were true, he said.

JUSTICE MACK E. BAR-
HAM questioned Schonekas
sharply about O'Hara's
ducﬁ"ﬂe used the infl
of~his office didn't he, Mr.
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Schonekas?« If not, why ‘was
he introduced as Judge
O’Hara rather than °
O'Hara?

“And why did he ask Par-

tin to sign the statement? Why
didn't he just witness it?”
the justice inquired.

O'Hara's attorney said that
his client may be guilty of in-
discretion and “possibly a rep-
rimand is in order.”

SCHONEKAS TOLD the
court that any judge or law-
yer “owes it to justice to
try to obtain the truth.” He
contended that the state “has

fallen flat on its face in try- |

ing to prove its case and
should ask for a dismissal of
its case against Judge
O'Hara.”

Representing the state to-
day was John E. Jackson Jr.,
assistant Louisiana atforney
general, who said at the out-
set of the argument that this

matter is “purely and simply

a civil case.”

He said, ‘'This is the only
type of remedy the people of
the state have to remove
Ju"qge U’'Hara from office.”

JACKSON SAID that the
‘Supreme Court is now sitting
as jpourt-and jury examining
onduct of this defendant.
on told the court that
“0f the basic issues in-
volved is what -constitutes

85 misconduct and pe said
the term is “not cult to
define,”

p éme Court'’s Code of Tuy
cial ‘Ethies or under AE(H

decxding the O'Hara case
tha i‘n his view OHara

fita, alleged]y on b
Hoffa and Strate, includ-
fips to Washington, D.¢
which, he said, Strate’ al-
i md the expenses.
on answered a con-
by O’Hara's atforneys
11 J. Schenekas and “Ed-
. Wallace, that Article
! tion 5, is unconstitutmn-
‘Pecause it deprives the
@ of due process of
ghonekas said thau" nis-

: t know in advance what
flitutes gross miscondug.

UE PROCESS does jnot
aly only to the criminal,
o the life, liberty and
it of happ'mess of all in-
igiduals,” Schonekas said.
ckson argued that Jydge
fMara has been “amply no-
ified of the charge agamst
him and has heen given a
hearing before .the court's
commissioner and the hearing
today.”

The suit to oust Judge

O’'Hara was instituted by At-
ey General Jack P. F.

ingSuch action.

Testimony was giver(, by
witnesses on both sides at four
days of hearings before a
commissioner appointed by
the court, Michael M, Erwin.
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