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Jumes R, Hoffa

1949: and he was sentenced to four months in the work-
house in Knowville on fwo forgery charges in 1951, e
enlisted for a second hich in the army in 1958 (ihis. he
says, was at the beliest of the FBI for whom he was do-
ing undercover work ). and was arrested as o deserter in
February. 1959, On the whole, the government implies,
here is an -untrustworthy character—almost as untrusi-
worthy as' Edward Girady Partn.

Walter Sheridan is now un executive with the National
Broadeasting Company. Fnraged at the Nichols story.
he told The New Yuork Times: "l never met him [Nichols|
in my life. T don’t know of any wire tapping or bugging
in the Hoffa case. As far as the statements made about
me being involved 1n uny bugging or wire tapping in this
case—they're absolutely false.”

FBI Agent Parker, the man who. Nichols savs. gave
him most of his orders during the vears he lived under-
ground with the FBI. seemed to have a different reaction.

Asked il he knew Nichols, he grouned: “Oh, good Lord™™

And then shut up.

As for the Teamsters. they insist that they treated the
Nichols tale with the greatest circumspection, Nichols was
brought to the Washington headquarters of the Team-
sters and grilled for a whole weekend by Te=amsler at-
torneys. “We checked every fucet of his life and story
before we would accepr it.” one Teamster spokesnmian
says. Bernard Spindel was brought in to question Nichols
about the details of the electronic eavesdropping, and us-
sured the Teamsters that Nichols' description of the
rooms and telephone hookups in the Patten and Read
House was accurate in every detail. In addition, Team-
ster rtepresentatives say: “We have documentary evi-
dence of things he did for the FBI. We can't say what
it is at this time. but it is good and it is solid.”

Whatever private documentation the Teamsters may
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have about Bud Nichols and hls activities, they have of-
ferad the court affidavits from three public otficers
who swear that they heard Walter Sheridan play back
tapes of conversations that had taken place in Hoffu's
stite in Chattanooga. TTere azuin some esseptial back-
ground is necessary.

One of the stranger aspects of the jury-fixing tales spun
by Fdward Grady Partin involved a Huntingtos, W, Va.,
businessman named Nicholas Tweel. Purtin's story v-as
that on Octoher 22, 1962, the very dav of his arrival in
Nashville Lo begins his spying on Hoffa, he had happened
10 meet Tweel in the lobby of the Andrew Jackson Hatel
e had never laid eyes on Tweel before. nor Tweel on
him. but sceording w Partin they struck ap seen a fast
snd {udous triendship that Tweel told him all about
tHotfo's plans to fix the Nashville jury. Subsequently,
Tweel and 2 busivess associaie. Allen Dorfman. of Chi-
cago, an insurance man who handled Teamster funds,
were indicled with Hofta on jury-fixing charges.

At the resulting 1964 Chattanooga triul at which Hoffa
was convicted Partin’s account af the Tweel-{xivirman
involvements in the alleged conspiracy teceived aomw
roush hundling, Tweel insisted he'd never known Hofla,
never et im, tight up to the moment they were or-
ruione g teopether on the jurv-tampering indictment. Twer's
whols oot it developed  add been o il Dorfman, with
whor owas planning o Prseess venties They had heen

sepedy o meet elsewhere, bot D ciman hod been
summnr g o Washille by Fotfa to B sedee voaonds
that v bt be necded o the peading ~iest Fice a—
wnd v Derfman had asked GTveesl ioonicet bim theme.
Pwees s in Noshivitle for only one day and purt o -
ather o discuss=ed e business de! sl Dorfman. dien
wend Fuch o Huntnvlon angd s et 1o Mash-
ville, ' ven the oy thar coooen St Hoffa coodn e Lay

ament, wond both Oeriman

Partin s tale o Tweels vl
id Pweel were acquitted

But ot was a5 a result of the Twoel ke 1000 by faavan
that ihres Hunlington public otfers becam. nvolved ju
the case und alimutely tound themscles aberad, in
kev heure in this offshoot of e Hotty cuse s Heroig
A Frozier. now cetived a0 o eain-tour

D e T Thte

with the Hupontington Poliee DRepanaent. Froviee @ oone
tme had served as acting chict of 1he departees ol in
the Iull ot 1962 was OThief of Poteenives B had also
besn long active in tne Fraternal Ol Pobee, a an

tionad orvanizstivon with some Gonlpoo cdiaimg police oi-
ticers as members, and frtom [9e]-63 wa: vice president
ol ahiz grganizanon, T wddison teonie alficiat dutes, he
and two brother offiesrs bad orzanioed the Hontineion
Risenrch Burean., o private agetwy womezined pramuaiily
witht polyeruph work, for priviaee in-
dustiy and notional deiense oy
On October 19, 1961 thirey ;
ville was fo <ndounter and umskeate bweell Frazier re-
cerved @ visit from o mvaiery i v ho dontified hie
self as Jack Wrather, He toio Prazier tnat the tnal was s
start in Nashwville the following Monday and said tha
Hoftz's forces needed a check on the panel from which
the trial jury would be drawn. razier cxpressed some
surprise that the Teamsiors. with their resources. wauldn't
aheady have gathered all the aformation they needad,

< Jttin n Mashe
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but Wrather silenced his doubts by giving him two $100
bills and six $50s. Frazier agreed to take off for Nashville,
to register at the Nocl Hotel, and to get in touch with
Wirather who would be at the Andrew Jackson.

To help him, Frazier enlisted Police Capt. Alfred Nel-
son Paden, of the Huntington force, and Albert P. Cole,
who at the time was personnel director of Huntington.
Frazier later testified that he began to have some qualms
about this whole mysterious business and that these
qualms were intensified when an unknown man appeared
at his hotel room and began instructing him about the
procedure for checking on the jury panel. Frazier's two
comrades were absent, and when Frazier expressed some
doubts about whether they could fulfill their assignment,
the man said, oh, it was very simple, he would show
Frazier how it was done. Picking up Frazier’s hotel room
phone, he made a few calls to prospective jurors. pre-
tending he was a journalist doing a story. Frazier began
to dislike the look of things and said he wouldn’t do any-
thing until he had talked to Wrather. So he went to the
Andrew Jackson Hotel and asked for Jack Wrather. And
was told that no such man was there. or ever had bcen.

While at the Andrew Jackson, Frazier chanced to meet
Nicholas Tweel. whom he had known since school days

‘in Huntington. That night, he and his friends had dinner

with Tweel, did the town-a bit; and the next day they all

“went back to Huntington. never having heard from Jack

Wrather again, never having done anything in Nashville.
But behind them. on the record. of course, were those
telephone calls that, according to Frazier, the mystenous
visitor had made from their hotel rooms

Now matters began to get sticky for Frazier. Paden
and Cole. On February 1, 1963, two FBI agents calied
on Frazier. He was later subpoenaed to testify beforc a
Nashville grand jury investigating the alleged jury fixing.
and he was questioned many times by Walter Shendan,
Sheridan he savs. demanded that he take a lie-detector
test. Frazier at first demurred, but later agreed. He was
given a long and exhaustive lie-detector test by the FBI:
and, as he never heard anything about it again, as the
results were not subsequently used to challenge his verac-
ity. it must be assumed that he passed with flying coiors.

Despite this. Frazier, Paden and Cole were indicted
for attempted jury fixing. They were tried twice. The first
jury disagreed and the second, in a trial in early 1965,
acquitted them.

During all the months that their fate hung in the bal-
ance. Frazier says in the affidavit he has now furnished
the Tcamsters, he and his companions were repeatedly
questioned and pressured to get them to testify against
Hoffa. “It would require many pages to tell all the harass-
ment, pressure and embarrassment we suffered at the
hands of some members of the United States Department
of Justice,” his affidavit says. He charges that much of
the pressure came from Walter Sheridan, and he relates
one incident in which, he says, Sheridan exposed himself.

*“At one such interview before my indictment,” Frazier's
affidavit reads, “Sheridan asked me several questions sub-
ject of which he could only have known by listening to
my phone conversations. I told him he was tapping my
phone and he would not deny nor admit it.

“Nelson Paden and I decided to lay a trap by phone 10
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prove to Sheridan that we knew he was tapping our
phones. We decided on a name few people have and that
we would discuss that name when we called each other.
We used the name ‘Armentrout’ and indicated that he
was connected with our being in Nashville. Apparently,
Sheridan couldn't contain himself and he asked me who
Armentrout was and why we hadn’t told him of Armen-
trout. 1 then accused him of tapping my phone. 1 told
him that Armentrout didn't exist and that he had fallen
into our trap. He did not deny the accusation.”

Sheridan remained convinced that Tweel and Dorf-
man. acting as go-betweens for Hoffa in the jury-fixing
plot, had been responsible for the presence of the three
investigators in Nashville, and so. Frazier says, he kept
trying to get what he called “the truth” from them. Ac-
cording to Frazier, Paden and Cole. Sheridan was finally
driven into committing the indiscretion of playing his
tapes. Frazier says that on one occasion Sheridan turned
on a tape recorder for him, and—

Two men were talking. One was Hoffa's voice, Sheri-
dan said it was Hoffa and that the other was an attor-
pev. . .. Hoffa was asking this man who the hell Frazier,
Paden and Cole were and who the hell brought them
to Nashville in the first place. The other man said he
didnt know who they were. . .

Frazier says in his affidavit that Sheridan played an-
other tape:

| could hear a nose like a phone ringing and a voice
said. “Hello." Hetfas vewe said, “Bufulino. do you
know who the hell Frazier. Paden and Cole are and
how the hell they got involved in this case!” Bufalino
suid: “Jimmie, T really don't know. ! do know Nick
Tweel knows them.”

Hoffa and Bufalino discussed the poblem some more,
and Hoffa decided to get an opinion from Z. T. (Tommy)
Osborn. Ir.. onc of his attorneys in Nashville and a maan
who was to be indicted and convicted on jury-tampering
charges. Sheridan, Frazier said. then plaved another sams-
ple of his tape library

that began bv a sound like & phone ringing. Then a
receiver sound and a female voice saving three names,
1 don't remember the first two, but the third was Osborn,
Hoffa's voice then said. "Hotfa — put Tommy on the
phone.” A man answered and Hofia asked, “iTommy,
do vou know those men from Hununglon, West Vir-
ginia?" Osborn said he had mct them. Hoffa asked if
Tweel and Dorfman knew thew. Osporn said yes. he
understood they did, Hoffa asked if Oshorn thought we
should be contacted for statements, Osborn said he saw
no reason for us 1o be inierviewad . . . then the con-
versation ended by Hoifa suying. "Our troubles 2re big
enough now without tuking on someone else’s troubles.”
Osborn agreed

Sheridan’s purpose in playing the tapes, Frazier said,
was to demonstrate to the three investigators that Hoffa
wasn't going to help them—and so thoy had betier play
ball with him. On one occasion, with ail three of the ac-
cused investigators present, he piayed a tape to emphasize
this very point. The recording apparently had been made
of the conversation of a group of men sitiing around a
table talking. “One had Hoffa's voice saying Tweel and

233



Dorfman denied any connection with us and that they
[Tweel and Dorfman] weren't going to invuolve themselves
with us,"

Police Captain Paden’s affidavit adds more details
about this last scene. He recalls that Hoffa said at one
point that he knew nothing about Frazier, Paden and
Cole “and we could all go to hell, or something similar.”
After giving this a chance to sink in, Sheridan. according
to Paden, turned to them and said: “See, you don’t mean
a thing to these people. Your only chance is to change
your story and involve Tweel and Dorfman.”

Cole quotes Sheridan as telling them in addition: “These
are the big boys—these are Hoffa and his attorncys. sit-
ting there discussing you fellows. And you can see now

that TT ! and Dorfman have abandoned you. You are
bl o s gettinginothing from them—the Hoffa organization—you
%", 'boys are on your own. I'm the only person that can pos-

“1 ;. sibly help you" )
" Since Frazier, Paden and Cole still refused to play ball,
* v “they were indigted andiferced to go throdgh two trials to
R ke ole All' three men say that Sheridan asked
lose his tape-playing, and Frazicr says
“Sheridan they wouldn't. However, Frazier
Supreme ‘Court turned down Hoffa's appeal,
-cight days to file an
he decided he couldn't
ned  Paden:and Cole

J. Edgar Hoover

o4

had been practiced on a wide scale led to the overturs
of several convictions, most notably that of Fred M. Black,
an associale of Bobhy Baker. for income-tax evasion. The
Intcrnal Revenue Service, its prosecutions put in jeopardy
by these disclosures, called for a study of all cases in
which such eavesdropping might have been involved. The
overturn of convictions and confirmation of the long-
standing belief th.t no man can be sure of privacy in a
world of snoopers began to give law enforcement a black
eve, and J. Edear Hoover. who does nol take criticism
gracefully. threw the blame on Kennedy. Kennedy ex-
pressed utter surprise,

Such was the situation when William Loeh. the a ealthy
and ultraconservative publisher of the Manchester {/nion-
Leader in New Hampshire, had what he described as a
most revealing conversation with Cartha DeLoch, Assistant
Chief of the FBI and the man reportedly favored by
Hoover to succeed him. In an affidavit later supplied to
the Hoffa defense, Loeb said on December 20. 1966:

Deloch stated to me that during his tenure Attorsey
General Robert F. Kennedy had a special unit of three
individuals mainly responsible for wire tapping. He said
thal the unit was headed by Walter J. Sheridan. Special
Assistant for Kennedy, and that the actual wire tapping
wus done by a man named Eddie Jones. DeLoch stated
that Jones had been placed on the pavroll of the Im-
migration and Naturalization Service through the efforts
of the Attorney General, . . , He said the third member

. of the group responsible for wire tapping wus a Carmine
Bellino. He further stated that Attorney General Kennedy
had instructed the Internal Revenue Service to tap wires.

Deloch, in discussing the James R. Hoffa case, sg-
gested 1o me that I suggest to the Hoffa Tawvers that
their best move would be to ask 1he Departinem of
Justice to conduct an investigation ol wire tapping in
connection with the various Hoffu trals, He sad that
il such an investigaion were conducted he was sure
that it would turn up extensive evidence of wirc lapping

. in connection with the trials of Holfa.

Loch added that he telephoned DeLoch the next day
and said he thought that what he had been told was so
newsworthy he should use a story about it. DeLoch re-
plied, Loeb's affidavit states, that “if | attempted to pub-
licize this information he would deny that he ever talked
to me about the matter.”

So Loeb put the information in an affidavit for Hoffa
—and things started to sizzle. FBI spokesmen pointed
out that Loeb had obtained a $2.5 million loan from
the Teamsters for his newspaper chain and that he had
been offering a $100,000 reward for anvone who could
turn up evidence of cavesdropping on Holfa. DeLoch
himself was not available for direct quotation, but FBI
sources indicated that he had denicd all

This counterattack incensed Loeb. His loan from the
Teamsters is paid up to date. he said (the Teamsters them-
sclves insist that it has been an exccllent business deal).
and besides the issue was simple: who was tellnys the
truth? To determine this, Loeb challenged Debloch to
take a lie-detector test, offering to take one himself. He
pointed out that what was at stake was whether a man
should unjustly go to jail; then he added. turning the knife:

"Of cqual importance also is the fact that you are fre-
quently mentioned as Hoover's successor as head of the
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FBI. It is therefore important that il you are tw sue-
ceed Hoover il be determined right now whether you
have told the truth in this situation.”

While Washington was chuckling over this contretemps.
the Teamsters ware further documenting for the Supreme
Court the extent of the espionage that, they claimed,
had violated Hoffa's richts, In additional atfidavits, Wil
liam E. Bufalino. Hoffa's attorney of record. desvribed his
experiences with federal bugging and wire tapping

On November 15. 1961, he and the late James F.
Haggerty, Sr., of Detroit. the courtroom strategist for
Hoffa. were ig the San Juan Hotel in Orlando. Fli,
preparing Hoffa's defense against charges that had been
brought against him there. Bufalino states:

I was in Higgerf's room discussing the pending ¢
with him when Haggerty reached for the telephone 1o
make a call. He dropped u picce of paper on the iy
and bent over to pick. it up. He called my atiention ta
a piece: ofb!ack adhesive tape which was hanging fro
the underside of a shelf of the telephone table. The lower
side of the shelf ‘was approximately ten inches from |‘~ )
Lookl:d underneath the table and T obsers. Hoberr 1, Nennedy
Jinches wide and an inch-and-a-half thic \
the underside of the shelf and appeared the caller to identify Aimself. he became abusive and
threatened to cut off her telephone

“If T really want the number. T'lf imake you teport it
out of order and I know I got the right line.” the caller

oran \bmi[ 10:] ﬁ ‘\ M Junc
tifalino was talkm-‘ to his wife from his
n mterrupnon and suddenly Bufalino
teniag in on the conversation of two
img a free phone handy, he switched on
recorded the  conversation. The two
ts, who later ‘identified themselves as
and Robert Koss, both employces of
TS ﬁ.\scussmg the hard time Mrs. Bufalino

1 the day before: -

‘,‘(’ou know I'm.so mad I'm shaking, Bob.
honest 10 God;' I'd kick ‘her right in the
}ou mlk nice ta people like that is what
uh'?

thinks she'’s ng of the Hill.

; Ain’t no, way for a telephone man—how
You identify if she—il she misconstrued it
Her: yesterday. I'told her — | say if e — (
that number, 11l make you report 1t out of

Bufahna; were giving them. At one point, Kaminski said
he'd bet Bufalino was talking to “her” right now about
them.

Koss: Can you put her line up and check?




- ‘'was his understanding the taps were being made for fed-
‘eral authorities. Many of the calls. he said, dealt with
deta:]s of Hoffa's legal problems, and many of Bufalino's
ed, conversauons were with other defense attorneys.

Solicitor General Thurgood Marshall
formal gﬁm .fo 'the Supreme Court,
SrAme ‘used bugs or wire taps
fa's ittanooga trial, it is not neces-

. not . yet graspud the ex-
ertain government agen-

paid and planted
rc tdppcr eaves-

s by authori*s
ge of massed aral
and the fre

immunc ard
1t Hoffa has



