
62M
 	

T
H

E
 N

E
W

 Y
O

R
K

 T
IM

E
S
, F

R
ID

A
Y

 JU
N

E
 30, 1967 

 

' . 	
• 

41
4r,-
4

  

'!..to ..res 
m

u
c

 is
n

e
e

• e
 

s
e
n

s
e
 

2
 

-3
 

a
 



Iic) re 
m

uch-needed 
• sense 

of 
T

hat w
as how

 T
he N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es described the 
objectives of one of the m

ost rem
arkable broadcast 

presentations in television history, the four-part C
B

S 
N

ew
s Inquiry into T

he W
arren R

eport. 
E

ver since it w
as issued, T

he W
arren C

om
m

ission 
R

eport on the A
ssassination o

f P
resid

en
t Jo

h
n
 F

.  

and indeed uncovered new
 evidence.. In painstaking 

investigation characterized by the C
hicago D

aily N
ew

s 
as "m

ore thorough in certain areas than the W
arren 

C
om

m
ission or the F

B
I," it produced w

hat the B
alti-

m
ore S

un described as "a brilliant dem
onstration of 

the art of docum
entary." 

the series than any docum
entary in television history. 

Jack G
ould in T

he N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es called the 

series, "...a thoroughly valuable social service. T
aking• 

up a controversy befogged by m
uch confusing detail, 

the program
 has not only rem

inded the lay view
er of 

w
hat actually w

as in the W
arren report, som

ething that 
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R
ep

o
rt o

n
 th

e A
ssassin

atio
n
 o

f P
resid

en
t Jo

h
n

 F
. 

K
ennedy has been the subject of bitter controversy, 

conflicting theories and dreadful rum
ors. B

ecause that 
controversy finally reached the point w

here the public 
issues called for further independent journalistic exam

-
ination, C

B
S

 N
ew

s nine m
onths ago undertook to de-

fine and consider all the m
ajor issues, substituting light 

for heat, understanding for confusion and m
eaningful 

analysis for shrill debate. 
R

ather than rake over and continue the bitter and 
confused w

rangling betw
een defenders and critics of 

the report, C
B

S
 N

ew
s w

ent back to the evidence itself,  

the art of docum
entary." 

S
om

e m
easure of the quality of that investigation 

can be gauged from
 the enorm

ous am
ount of straight 

new
s coverage it generated. In alm

ost every city across 
the nation and overseas, for four successive days, new

s-
papers reported the findings of the C

B
S

 N
ew

s Inquiry 
itself as new

s of m
ajor im

portance. 
T

he public response w
as equally significant. F

or 
each of its four hours the C

B
S

 N
ew

s Inquiry attracted 
a larger audience than the entertainm

ent program
s on 

com
peting netw

orks. P
relim

inary audience estim
ates 

indicate that m
ore people spent m

ore tim
e w

atching  

w
hat actually w

as in the W
arren report, som

ething that 
badly needed doing, but also, through its ow

n initiative 
and resourcefulness, C

B
S

 independently established 
that .the docum

ent's central conclusions rem
ain far 

m
ore im

pressive than the bulk of criticism
s of the 

W
arren C

om
m

ission's findings." 
T

he judgm
ents involved in a decision to preem

pt 
four hours of a netw

ork's nighttim
e schedule for an in-

quiry into the W
arren R

eport, or to devote tw
o m

inutes 
to a lesser new

s event represent the sam
e sense of bal-

ance exercised by C
B

S N
ew

s not just on four nights in 
June but every day throughout the year. 
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