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F
air th

ro
u
g
h
 to

m
o
rro

w
 ex

cep
t 

overcast near ocean extending in-
land night and m

orning. L
ow

 to-
night 50-55, high tom

orrow
 S

an 
F

rancisco 58, O
akland 65, S

an M
a-

teo
 6

8
, S

an
 R

afael 7
1

. W
esterly

 
w

ind 12-25 m
ph. 

Full R
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T
he W

arren R
eport and Its C

ritics 
T

h
e E

xa
m

in
er today publishes one of the 

m
ost significant single stories in the history of 

A
m

erican journalism
. 

It is fa
r fro

m
 th

e first sto
ry you 

have 
rea

d
 o

n
 th

is su
b

ject, a
n
d

 certa
in

ly far fro
m

 
th

e la
st. B

u
t few

 w
ill approach it in

 m
a

g
n

i-
tude. 

"T
h
e W

arren R
ep

o
rt a

n
d

 Its C
ritics" is 

p
rin

ted
 in

 six fu
ll p

a
g
es sta

rtin
g
 o

n
 P

a
g
e 3

6
. 

It is a
 sea

rch
in

g
 lo

o
k in

to
 th

e m
o
st p

o
w

erfu
l 

and puzzling dram
a in A

m
erica today: the lin-

gering doubts about the assassination of a be 
lo

ved
 P

resid
en

t, Jo
h
n
 F

itzg
era

ld
 K

en
n
ed

y—
 

T
h
ere is Jim

 G
a
rriso

n
 a

n
d
 h

is N
ew

 O
r- 

leans investigation. T
here are M

ark L
ane and 

q:dw
ard Jay E

pstein and their books attacking 
the C

om
m

ission and its report. A
n

d
 th

ere a
re 

m
any other-elem

ents that have bred doubt. 

J j  S
u
ch

 u
n
ea

sin
ess, left to 

fester, can cor-
- ro

d
e..-th

e tru
st o

f a
 p

eo
p
le in

 its in
stitu

tio
n
s 

and leaders. 

F
o

r th
is rea

so
n

 th
e A

sso
cia

ted
 P

ress put 
tw

o of its to
p
 rep

o
rters to

 w
o
rk six m

o
n
th

s 
ago in search of th

e truth. A
nd for that reason 

the E
xam

iner prints their com
plete findings. 

T
urn to P

a
g
e 3

6
 fo

r th
is rem

a
rka

b
le re-

p
o
rt. M

a
n
y rea

d
ers m

a
y w

a
n
t to

 keep
 th

ese 
pages in their personal files. 

1
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T
H

E
 P

R
E

S
ID

E
N

T
'S

 C
O

M
M

IS
S

IO
N

 O
N

 T
H

E
 

A
SSA

SSIN
A

T
IO

N
 O

P
 

P
resid

en
t Joh

n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y 

R
E

P
O

R
T

 

B
y B

E
R

N
A

R
D

 G
A

V
Z

E
R

 
and 

SID
 M

O
O

D
Y

 
A

ssociated P
ress 

• 
P

ro
lo

g
u

e
 

;.f T
h
e o

n
e slain

 h
as n

o
t 

ed
. D

o
u
b
t w

ill n
o
t 1

 e t 
W

m
- 

D
o
u
b
t ask

s: "H
o
w

 d
id

 
ou fall? B

y w
hose hand?" 

V
oubt has heard an answ

er 
"L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald did 

k
t" —

 fro
m

 d
o
cto

rs, law
-

e r s, g
o
v
ern

m
en

t; fro
m

 
tolice, friends, foe. 
s- B

u
t d

o
u

b
t d

o
es n

o
t b

e-
lieve. N

ot quite. 
D

oubt know
s the stature 

of the seven som
ber m

en of 
th

e W
arren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
, 

the breadth of their investi-
g
atio

n
, th

e d
ep

th
 o

f th
eir 

report. B
ut doubt is not ap-

peased. N
ot quite. 

A
 - D

o
u
b
t h

as h
eard

 o
f th

e 
▪
 rifle, the shells, the finger- 

--prints, the handw
riting, the 

blunted bullets, the people 
w

h
o
 said

 th
ey

 saw
. B

u
t 

d
o
u
b
t is n

o
t assu

red
. 

_
 W

h
y
 is th

is so
? 

- 
B

ecau
se d

o
u
b
t w

as d
e-

.-n
ie

d
 th

e
 c

e
rta

in
ty

 o
f a

 

reports m
ight contain other 

facts. 
It w

as th
e co

m
m

issio
n
's 

task to choose betw
een the 

F
B

I agents —
 laym

en w
ho 

re
p
o
rte

d
 w

h
a
t th

e
y
 h

a
d
 

overheard the autopsy doc-
tors say —

 and the doctors 
them

selves w
ho w

ere m
ak-

in
g
 th

e o
n
e au

th
o
rized

 ex
-

am
in

atio
n
 an

d
 fu

ll rep
o
rt. 

It chose the doctors. 
S

h
o
u
ld

n
't a critical ap

-
p

raisal o
f th

e co
m

m
issio

n
 

h
a
v
e
 m

a
d
e
 su

c
h
 a

n
 in

-
q

u
iry

? If E
p

stein
 d

id
, it is 

not recorded. 
O

B
JE

C
T

IV
IT

Y
 

S
uch lapses of the critics 

d
o

 n
o

t p
ro

v
e o

r d
isp

ro
v

e 
that O

sw
ald m

urdered. B
ut 

d
o
 th

ese lap
ses, an

d
 m

an
y
 

o
th

e
rs to

 b
e
 c

ite
d
 la

te
r, 

h
av

e so
m

e b
earin

g
 o

n
 th

e 
o
b
je

c
tiv

ity
 th

e
 c

ritic
s 

claim
 fo

r th
em

selv
es an

d
 

deny the com
m

ission? 
D

id
 th

e critics, n
o
t th

e 
com

m
ission, "cite evidence 

o
u
t o

f co
n
tex

t, ig
n
o
re an

d
 

reshape evidence? 
T

h
ey

 h
av

e sat in
 ju

d
g

-
m

en
t o

n
 th

e W
arren

 C
o

m
-

m
ission and found it w

ant- 

T
h

e D
efen

dan
t--a B

ook 
T

h
e P

u
blic is th

e Ju
ry 

T
h

e
 d

e
fe

n
d

a
n

t is a
 b

o
o
k

. 
S

o
 is th

e p
ro

secu
to

r. O
n

 tria
l 

is th
e
 W

a
r
r
e
n

 C
o

m
m

issio
n

 
R

ep
o

rt, in
d

icted
 b

y
 m

en
 w

h
o

se 
o

w
n

 b
o

o
k

s
 fin

d
 it g

u
ilty

. 
G

u
ilty

 o
f h

a
ste. G

u
ilty

 o
f b

ia
s. 

G
u

ilty
 o

f a
 co

v
eru

p
. 

B
u

t n
eith

er critic n
o
r co

m
-

m
issio

n
 is th

e
 ju

r
y

. T
h

e
 p

u
b

-
lic

 is. It, u
ltim

a
te

ly
, w

ill fin
d

 
w

h
ere it th

in
k

s th
e tru

th
 lies. 

B
u

t b
efo

re co
n

sid
erin

g
 its 

v
e
r
d

ic
t, th

e
 p

u
b

lic
 m

u
st a

sk
 

fo
r
 th

e
 fa

c
ts. A

ll th
e
 fa

c
ts. 

H
a

s it h
e
a

r
d

 th
e
m

?
 A

ll o
f 

th
em

?
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TH
E PH

ESTD
EN

T'S C
O

M
M

ISSIO
N

 O
N

 TH
E 

A
S

S
A

S
S

IN
A

T
IO

N
 O

F 

P
resident John F

. K
ennedy 

E
 PO

 It T
 

T
he D

efendant--u B
ook 

T
h

e P
u

blic is th
e Ju

ry 
T

h
e
 d

e
fe

n
d

a
n

t is
 a

 b
o

o
k
. 

S
o

 is
 th

e
 p

ro
s
e
c
u

to
r. O

n
 tria

l 
is

 th
e
 W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

m
is

s
io

n
 

R
ep

o
rt, in

d
icted

 b
y m

en
 w

h
o

se 
o

w
n

 b
o

o
k

s
 fin

d
 it g

u
ilty

. 
G

u
ilty o

f h
aste. G

u
ilty o

f b
ias. 

G
u

ilty
 o

f a
 c

o
v
e
ru

p
. 

B
u

t n
eith

er critic n
o

r co
m

-
m

is
s

io
n

 is
 th

e
 ju

ry
. T

h
e

 p
u

b
-

lic
 is

. It, u
ltim

a
te

ly
, w

ill fin
d

 
w

h
e

re
 it th

in
k

s
 th

e
 tru

th
 lie

s
. 

B
u

t b
efo

re co
n

sid
erin

g
 its 

v
e
rd

ic
t, th

e
 p

u
b

lic
 m

u
s
t a

s
k
 

fo
r th

e
 fa

c
ts

. A
ll th

e
 fa

c
ts

. 
H

a
s
 it h

e
a
rd

 th
e
m

?
 A

ll o
f 

th
em

?
 

J
o

h
n

 F
. K

e
n

n
e

d
y

 —
 3

5
th

 P
re

s
id

e
n

t o
f th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s
 

P
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ennedy? 
B
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E

R
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A
R

D
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A
V

Z
E

R
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O

O
D
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A
ssociated P

ress 

P
ro

lo
g

u
e

 

$
 T

h
e
 o

n
e
 sla

in
 h

a
s n

o
t 

r
d
.
 

 D
o
u
b
t w

ill n
o
t 1

 e t 

S
 D

o
u
b
t ask

s: "H
o
w

 d
id

 
&

ou fall? B
y w

hose hand?" 
V

oubt has heard an answ
er 

2t--. "L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald did 
—

 fro
m

 d
o
cto

rs, law
-

e 
s, g

o
v

ern
m

en
t; fro

m
 

0, olice. friends, foe. 
i c B

u
t d

o
u

b
t d

o
es n

o
t b

e-
lieve. N

ot quite. 
D

oubt know
s the stature 

of the seven som
ber m

en of 
th

e W
arren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
, 

the breadth of their investi-
g
atio

n
, th

e d
ep

th
 o

f th
eir 

-report. B
ut doubt is not ap-

peased. N
ot quite. 

D
o

u
b

t h
as h

eard
 o

f th
e 

rifle, the shells, the finger-
- prints, the handw

riting, the 
blunted bullets, the people 
w

h
o
 said

 th
ey

 saw
. B

u
t 

d
o
u
b
t is n

o
t assu

red
. 

W
hy is this so? 

B
ecau

se d
o
u
b
t w

as d
e- 

th
e
 c

e
rta

in
ty

 o
f a

 
tria

l. B
e
c
a
u
se

 n
o
t a

ll is 
__know

n. 
B

ecau
se n

o
t all is 

an
sw

ered
 an

d
 m

ay
 n

ev
er 

be. A
nd because there have 

been other seekers than the 
co

m
m

issio
n

. T
h

ey
 h

av
e 

seen w
hat the com

m
ission 

:d
id

 n
o
t see: d

ifferen
t sh

o
ts 

from
 different places; plots 

w
here the com

m
ission saw

 
n
o
n
e
; d

e
sig

n
 w

h
e
re

 th
e
 

C
o
m

m
issio

n
 saw

  ch
an

ce; 
d
o
u
b
t w

h
ere th

e co
m

m
is-

sion saw
 fact. 

- A
re th

ese seek
ers scav

-
engers, as T

exas G
ov. John 

B
. C

o
n

n
a
lly

 h
a
s c

a
lle

d
 

th
e
m

?
 O

r a
re

 th
e
y
 im

p
a
s-

sio
n
ed

 skeptics, refusing to 
tak

e "it is m
o
st lik

ely
" fo

r 
a nansw

er? A
re they crea- 

_ 

so
m

e o
f its fo

rem
o
st citi-

z
e
n
s, w

a
s w

ro
n
g
, d

e
a
d
 

w
ro

n
g
? W

as th
e co

m
m

is-
sion guilty of baste, of bias. 
o
f a

 c
o
v
e
ru

p
?
 W

a
s L

e
e
 

H
arvey O

sw
ald innocent of 

m
urder? D

o events such as 
th

o
se recen

tly
 in

 N
ew

 O
r-

lean
s in

d
icate ju

stice h
as 

not been done? 

P
o
lls su

g
g
est in

creasin
g
 

num
bers of people think so. 

B
ook after carefully foot-

n
o

ted
 b

o
o

k
 say

s so
. T

h
e 

W
arren

 R
ep

o
rt w

as o
n
ce 

on the best-seller lists. N
ow

 
M

a
rk

 L
a
n
e
 's "R

u
sh

 to
 

Judgm
ent" is. 

S
T

O
O

D
 M

U
T

E
 

S
A

M
E

 B
E

D
R

O
C

K
 

B
u
t L

an
e an

d
 th

e o
th

er 
critics have produced little 
in

 th
e
 w

a
y
 o

f n
e
w

 c
v
i-

d
 e n

 c e. W
h

at th
ey

 h
av

e 
done is use w

hat the com
-

m
issio

n
 p

ro
v
id

es in
 its 2

6
 

volum
es of testim

ony and 
exhibits —

 but to different 
conclusions. 

O
n page 199 of the hard-

co
v
er ed

itio
n

 o
f "R

u
sh

 to
 

Judgm
ent" L

ane m
entions 

an Illinois ballistics expert, 
Joseph D

. N
icol. N

icol tes-
tified

 b
efo

re th
e co

m
m

ie-
sion on O

sw
ald's pistol, the 

shells found at the scene of 
the slaying of officer J. D

. 
T

ip
p
itt an

d
 b

u
llets reco

v
- 

lie
d
 th

a
t h

is a
ssa

il a
n
 t 

"co
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 a v
ery

 
g
o
o
d
 sh

o
t a

n
d
 ju

st b
y
 

ch
an

ce th
e b

u
llet h

it th
e 

w
o
o
d
w

o
rk

  o
f a w

in
d
o
w

. 
T

h
ere w

as en
o

u
g

h
 d

eflec-
tion in it to m

iss m
e." 

D
o
n
't th

e
se

 p
a
ssa

g
e
s 

h
av

e so
m

e b
earin

g
 o

n
 O

s-
w

ald's m
arksm

anship? E
p-

stein evidently didn't think 
so

. T
h
ey

 d
o
n
't ap

p
ear in

 
his book. 

L
a
n
e
 d

e
v
o
te

s se
v
e
ra

l 
pages to the testim

ony of a 
fo

rm
er D

allas p
atro

lm
an

. 
N

ap
o

leo
n

 J. D
an

iels, w
h

o
 

said
 h

e saw
 a m

an
 resem

-
b
lin

g
 Jack

 R
u
b
y
 en

ter p
o
-

lice h
ead

q
u

arters ju
st b

e- 
fro-. ho 

c
 	

A
n

y
...iiri 

reports m
ight contain other 

facts. 
It w

as th
e co

m
m

issio
n
's 

task to choose betw
een the 

F
B

I agents —
 laym

en w
ho 

re
p

o
rte

d
 w

h
a
t th

e
y

 h
a
d

 
overheard the autopsy doc-
tors say —

 and the doctors 
them

selves w
ho w

ere m
ak-

in
g
 th

e o
n
e au

th
o
rized

 ex
-

am
in

atio
n

 an
d

 fu
ll rep

o
rt. 

It chose the doctors. 
S

h
o
u
ld

n
't a critical ap

-
p

raisal o
f th

e co
m

m
issio

n
 

h
a
v
e
 m

a
d
e
 su

c
h
 a

n
 in

-
q
u
iry

? If E
p
stein

 d
id

, it is 
not recorded. 

O
B

JE
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 
S

uch lapses of the critics 
d

o
 n

o
t p

ro
v

e o
r d

isp
ro

v
e 

that O
sw

ald m
urdered. B

ut 
d
o
 th

ese lap
ses, an

d
 m

an
y
 

o
th

e
rs to

 b
e
 c

ite
d

 la
te

r, 
h

av
e so

m
e b

earin
g

 o
n

 th
e 

o
b

je
c
tiv

ity
 th

e
 c

ritic
s 

claim
 fo

r th
em

selv
es an

d
 

deny the com
m

ission? 
D

id
 th

e critics, n
o
t th

e 
com

m
ission, "cite evidence 

o
u

t o
f co

n
tex

t, ig
n

o
re an

d
 

reshape evidence? 
T

h
ey

 h
av

e sat in
 ju

d
g
-

m
ent on the W

arren C
om

-
m

ission and found it w
ant-

in
g
. B

u
t th

e
y
 a

re
 n

o
t 

ju
d
g
es. T

h
ey

 h
av

e b
een

 
p
ro

se
c
u
to

rs, m
a
k
in

g
 a

 
c
a
se

. W
h

e
re

 fa
c
t h

a
s 

serv
ed

, th
ey

 h
av

e u
sed

 it. 
W

here it has not, they have 
not. 

If th
ey

 h
av

e read
 all th

e 
ev

id
en

ce, th
ey

 h
av

e n
o
t 

q
u
o
ted

 it all 
N

O
T

 F
O

R
T

H
C

O
M

IN
G

 
T

h
e
y

 h
a
v

e
 sa

id
 "p

e
r-

h
ap

s" an
d
 "it seem

s" an
d
 

"it is likely." B
ut theym

ust 
say

 m
o

re. T
h

ey
 m

u
st say

 
h

ere is th
e ev

id
en

ce. A
n

d
 

as y
et, su

ch
 ev

id
en

ce h
as 

not been forthcom
ing. 

T
he irony of the W

arren 
R

eport is that it is based on 
the 

R
A

M
P

 
P

v
iria

n
n

p
 a

c
 
th

. 

T
h
e in

ten
tio

n
, rath

er, is 
to focus on several key is-
su

e
s in

 c
o

n
te

n
tio

n
 a

n
d

 
com

pare w
hat the com

m
is-

sio
n

 v
o

lu
m

e
s sa

id
 w

ith
 

w
h
at th

e critics said
 th

ey
 

said
. S

u
ch

 co
m

p
ariso

n
 is 

o
ften

 illu
m

in
atin

g
. S

u
ch

 a 
co

m
p

ariso
n

 m
ay

 n
o

t co
n

-
v
in

c
e
 th

e
 tw

o
-th

ird
s o

f 
th

o
se q

u
estio

n
ed

 in
 a re-

c
e
n
t p

o
ll w

h
o
 sa

id
 th

e
y
 

d
o
u
b
ted

 th
e co

m
m

issio
n
's 

conclusions. 

A
L

L
 T

H
E

 F
A

C
T

S
 

B
u

t. at th
e least, it m

ay
 

serv
e to

 have asked of the 
c
ritic

s w
h
a
t th

e
y
 h

a
v
e
 

asked of the com
m

ission -
the facts, A

ll of them
. 

"I'v
e
 h

a
d

 a
 lo

t o
f tria

l 
ex

p
erien

ce," said
 o

n
e o

f 
th

e k
ey

 m
em

b
ers o

f th
e 

com
m

ission staff. "I know
 

w
itn

esses d
o
n
't ag

ree. If 
y

o
u

 h
av

e testim
o

n
y

 th
at 

has uniform
ity, you have to 

look out for perjury." 
T

h
e staff law

y
ers talk

ed
 

of som
e of the puzzling tes-

tim
o

n
y

 th
at m

ay
 n

ev
er b

e 
reso

lv
e d

: th
e g

u
n

sm
ith

 
w

ho said he fixed a gun for 
so

m
e o

n
e n

am
ed

 O
sw

ald
, 

the m
en w

ho saw
 som

e one 
w

ho looked like O
sw

ald at 
a firin

g
 ran

g
e, th

e p
erso

n
s 

w
ho saw

 O
sw

ald driving a 
car the com

m
ission decid-

ed
 h

e co
u
ld

n
't d

riv
e, th

e 
w

om
an in D

allas w
ho said  

th
e g

o
v
ern

m
en

t all o
n
 o

n
e 

sid
e
. T

h
e
 re

p
o

rt w
o

u
ld

 
h
av

e so
u
n
d
ed

 lik
e a b

rief 
for the prosecution. 

B
A

S
IS

 
"T

he staff w
as instructed 

to proceed in each instance 
o

n
 th

e p
o

ssib
ility

 th
at O

s-
w

ald
 w

as n
o

t in
v

o
lv

ed
. If 

they didn't w
ant to proceed 

o
n

 th
at b

asis, th
e co

m
m

si-
sio

n
 d

id
n
't w

an
t th

em
 to

 
continue." 

O
n
e law

y
er, W

esley
 J. 

L
iebeler, talked of O

sw
ald 

a
s a

 m
a
rk

sm
a
n

. "I to
o

k
 

th
e
 p

o
sitio

n
 th

a
t y

o
u

 
co

u
ld

n
't tell. T

h
e ev

id
en

ce 
th

at O
sw

ald
 w

as ab
le to

 
sh

o
o
t th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t w

a
s 

t
o

r
c
 r

ie
t
1
1
1

,1
 C

l,-
 



U
. C

o
n
n
ally

 h
as called

 
them

? O
r are they im

pas-
- sioned skeptics, refusing to 
-take "it is m

ost likely" for 
_ 

- a nansw
er? A

re they crea-
tors of doubt? O

r are they 
._creatures of it? It is not al-
-w

ays clear. 
-„ B

ut if the W
arren report 

- is now
 doubted by m

any, it 
is b

ecau
se o

f th
e b

o
o
k
s 

w
ritten by these few

 seek-
.-- e

rs. If th
e
ir n

u
m

b
e
r is 

sm
all, their im

pact is not. 
O

n
e co

u
ld

 p
ro

test th
e 

▪
 whole argum

ent is m
aca-

b
re —

 g
h
o
u
lish

. Jo
h
n
 F

. 
K

en
n
ed

y
 is g

o
n
e. T

alk
  

w
on't bring him

 hom
e. B

ut 
this w

as a P
resident. T

he 
people he led have a right 
=—

 nay, an obligation —
 to 

'k
n
o
w

 w
h
at stru

ck
 h

im
 

dow
n, and w

hy. It w
as not 

ju
st a d

eath
 in

 th
e h

earts 
-- O

f the nation. Itw
as m

urder 
the heart of the national 

structure. 	
A

ssassination 
U

nsolved is assassination at 
la

rg
e
, p

o
ssib

ly
 fre

e
 to

 
strike again, certainly free 
to

 p
o

iso
n

 an
d

 co
rro

d
e b

y
 

suspicion, m
istrust, fear. 

S
o it is not m

ere curiosi-
ty

. n
o

t ju
st to

 ad
d

 a fo
o

t-
iiote to history, to ask w

ho 
-killed 

K
e

n
n
ed

y
. T

o
 p

re-
r. S

prve the absolutely vital 
7'trust of the people in their 
lead

ers an
d
 in

stitu
tio

n
s, 

th
e
 q

u
e
stio

n
 m

u
st b

e
 

-13-n
sw

e
re

d
. 

- 
T

he quest m
ay be long. 

It is still asked: W
ho killed 

-L
 in c o 1 n? John W

ilkes 
I-  B

ooth is not the answ
er to 

all seek
ers. N

o
r is L

ee 
H

 ar v ey O
sw

ald. L
incoln, 

how
ever, is for the archi-

- vist. T
he w

ound from
 D

al-
las is still red. 

O
r, perhaps, the w

ound 
m

ay have been salved all 
along. P

erhaps the first in-
v
estig

atio
n
 n

eed
 b

e th
e 

- last. 
O

r, perhaps, the pain of 
sdoubt m

ay throb the less if 
one w

ere to ask the doubt-
:E

ies of their proof, ask of 
the askers: W

hat have you 
*L

ind, w
hat new

s can you 
'bring us? 

E
nd of Prologue  

on the best-seller lists. N
ow

 
M

ark
 L

an
e 's "R

u
sh

 to
 

Judgm
ent" is. 

, S
T

O
O

D
 M

U
T

E
 

W
hich has spoken truth? 

M
ark L

ane has said: "A
s 

lo
n
g
 as w

e rely
 fo

r in
fo

r-
m

ation upon m
en blinded 

b
y

 th
e fear o

f w
h

at th
ey

 
m

ight see, the precedent of 
th

e W
arr en

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
 

R
eport w

ill continue to im
-

peril the life of the law
 and 

dishonor those w
ho w

rote it 
little m

ore than those w
ho 

praise it." 
A

nd the com
m

ission has 
stood m

ute. 
L

eo S
auvage, in "T

he O
s-

w
ald A

ffair," has said: "It 
is logically untenable, le-
gally indefensible and m

or-
ally

 in
ad

m
issab

le to
 d

e-
clare L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald 

the  assassin of P
resident 

K
ennedy." 
A

nd the com
m

ission has 
stood m

ute. 
E

d
w

ard
 Jay

 E
p
stein

, in
 

"In
q

u
est," h

as said
: "T

h
e 

conclusions of the W
arren 

R
eport m

ust be view
ed as 

ex
p
ressio

n
s o

f p
o
litical 

truth." 
A

nd the com
m

ission has 
stood m

ute. 

'P
O

L
IT

IC
A

L
 T

R
U

T
H

' 
It co

n
sid

ered
 its f irst 

w
ords, published in 27 vol-

um
es in the fall of 1964 (26 

volum
es of testim

ony and 
ex

h
ib

its an
d

 o
n

e v
o

lu
m

e 
of sum

m
ary), to be its last. 

It has disbanded. 
T

h
e p

u
b
lic, in

 th
e ju

ry
 

b
o
x
, m

ay
 w

o
n
d
er at th

e 
com

m
ission's w

ork. B
ut it 

m
u
st also

 ask
 ab

o
u
t th

e 
critics' w

o
rk

.  
M

ark
 L

an
e w

ro
te th

at 
the com

m
ission "cited evi-

d
en

ce o
u
t o

f co
n
tex

t, ig
-

n
o

red
 an

d
 resh

ap
ed

 ev
i-

d
 e n

 ce an
d
 —

 w
h
ich

 is 
w

 or se —
 oversim

plified 
evidence."  

titled before the com
m

ie-
sion on O

sw
ald's pistol, the 

shells found at the scene of 
the slaying of officer J. D

. 
T

ippitt and bullets recov-
ered from

 T
ippitt's body. 

L
an

e say
s N

ic o
 l "ap

-
p

eared
 less th

an
 certain

" 
th

e sh
ells cam

e fro
m

 O
s-

w
ald's gun. T

here is a foot-
note in the passage refer-
ring to V

olum
e III of the 

hearings, P
age 511. 

'V
E

R
Y

 D
E

F
IN

IT
IV

E
' 

O
n P

age 511, V
olum

e III 
N

icol is asked by com
m

is-
sion counsel M

elvin E
isen-

berg if he w
as "certain in 

your ow
n m

ind of the iden-
tification" of the shells. 

N
icols replied: "Y

es; the 
m

ark
s o

n
 th

e firin
g
 p

in
 

particularly w
ere very de-

f in i tiv e. A
pparently this 

firing pin had been subject 
to

 so
m

e
 ra

th
e
r se

v
e
re

 
abuse, and there w

ere nu-
m

ero
u
s sm

all an
d
 larg

e 
striatio

n
s w

h
ich

 co
u

ld
 b

e 
m

atched up very easily." 

Y
et L

ane says Joseph D
. 

N
icol appeared "less than 

certain." 
In his book E

pstein ques-
tions the com

m
ission's con-

clusion that O
sw

ald w
as a 

good shot. H
e m

entions the 
shot at E

dw
in A

. W
alker, 

form
er U

. S
. A

rm
y m

ajor 
general, w

hich m
issed. H

e 
m

entions the testim
ony of 

N
elson D

elgado, a fellow
 

M
arine w

ho had w
atched 

O
sw

ald on the firing line. 
O

sw
ald, D

elgado testified, 
g

o
t a lo

t o
f "M

ag
g

ie 's 
d
ra

w
e
rs" —

 c
o
m

p
le

te
 

m
isses. 
D

elgado said som
ething 

else. 
O

n the rifle range he said 
O

sw
a
ld

 "d
id

n
't g

iv
e
 a

 
darn. H

e just qualified. H
e 

w
asn't hardly going to ex-

ert him
self." 

A
nd W

alker him
self testi- 

ro
rm

er v
at=

 p
atro

lm
an

, 
N

apoleon J. D
aniels, w

ho 
said he saw

 a m
an resem

-
bling Jack R

uby enter po-
lice headquarters just be-
fore he shot O

sw
ald. L

ane 
takes issue w

ith the com
-

m
ission for deciding D

an-
iels' testim

ony "m
erits lit-

tle credence." 
L

IE
 D

E
T

E
C

T
O

R
 

B
ut now

here does L
ane 

m
ention that D

aniels w
as 

g
iv

en
 a lie d

etecto
r test. 

D
an

iels w
as ask

ed
 if h

e 
h

a
d

 to
ld

 th
e
 c

o
m

p
le

te
 

truth. H
e said yes. H

e w
as 

asked if he had deliberate-
ly m

ade up any of his sto-
ry

. H
e an

sw
ered

 n
o
. T

h
e 

lie detector indicated both 
responses w

ere "f a 1 s e." 
H

e w
as asked if he thought 

the person he saw
 enter the 

b
u
ild

in
g
 w

as Jack
 R

u
b
y
. 

H
e said no. T

he test indi-
cated

 th
is resp

o
n
se w

as 
"tru

e." 
Is such evidence relevant 

to w
hy the com

m
ission felt 

D
aniels m

erited little cre-
dence? 

O
n
e o

f E
p
stein

's m
ajo

r 
points concerns the report 
of the autopsy on K

ennedy. 
It concluded he had 

been 
shot in the back of the neck 
and the back of the head. 
A

n
 F

B
I rep

o
rt su

b
m

itted
 

D
ec. 9, 1963, contradicted 

the doctors in several im
-

p
o
r t an

t areas. E
p
stein

 
m

akes m
uch of the differ-

ence. O
T

H
E

R
 F

A
C

T
S

 
In

q
u
iry

 b
y
 th

e w
riters, 

how
ever. has established 

that the F
B

I w
rote its orig-

inal report before getting 
that of the doctors, w

hich 
reach

ed
 th

e ag
en

cy
 D

ec. 
23, 1963. T

he FB
I nonethe-

less stu
ck

 to
 its o

rig
in

al 
version in a supplem

ental 
report Jan. 13, 1964. T

he 
agency felt duty bound not 
to

 a
lte

r a
 re

p
o
rt b

y
 its 

a g
en

ts —
 its cu

sto
m

ary
 

policy —
 even though other  

w
ere is w

e eviaence. A
na 

as y
et, su

ch
 ev

id
en

ce h
as 

not been forthcom
ing. 

T
h
e irony of the W

arren 
R

eport is that it is based on 
th

e sam
e ev

id
en

ce as th
e 

b
o
o
k
s th

at attack
 it. T

h
e 

com
m

ission provided in the 
2

6
 v

o
lu

m
es o

f testim
o

n
y

 
and exhibits and additional 
m

a
tte

r in
 th

e
 N

a
tio

n
a
l 

A
rchives the results of its 

investigation. A
nd this is 

th
e
 h

e
a
rt o

f th
e
 c

ritic
s' 

case 
B

ut, again, not all of it. 
A

 d
o

cto
r said

 K
en

n
ed

y
 

w
as shot from

 the front. A
 

m
an saw

 a puff of sm
oke 

from
 som

e trees ahead of 
th

e m
o
to

rcad
e. T

h
e m

an
, 

and others w
ho saw

 sm
oke, 

w
ere com

m
ission w

itness-
es. T

he doctor, and others 
w

h
o
 th

o
u
g
h
t K

en
n
ed

y
 's 

th
ro

at w
o
u
n
d
 w

as o
n
e o

f 
entrance, w

ere com
m

ission 
w

itnesses. 
N

O
T

 F
IN

A
L

 
B

u
t n

o
t alw

ay
s in

 th
e 

critics' b
o
o
k
s d

o
es o

n
e 

read of the people w
ho saw

 
a rifle in the w

indow
 of the 

T
exas School B

ook D
eposi-

tory. N
ot alw

ays does one 
read the doctors' testim

ony 
th

at th
eir first in

terp
re-

tation of K
ennedy's w

ounds 
w

as not their final one. 
T

he com
m

ission present-
ed all the evidence it could 
find. T

he critics did not 
O

n
e critic, G

eo
rg

e C
. 

T
h
o
m

so
n
, d

o
esn

't ev
en

 
ag

ree o
n

 th
at d

ay
 h

i D
al-

las. N
one of them

 w
as John 

F
. K

ennedy, w
ho T

hom
son 

says is alive and last w
in-

te
r a

tte
n

d
e
d

 T
ru

m
a
n

 
C

apote's fam
ous m

asked 
ball. 

A
N

A
LY

S
E

S
 

S
pace- does not perm

it a 
fo

o
tn

o
te  an

aly
sis o

f th
e 

critical  b
o
o
k
s, alth

o
u
g
h
 

this w
as done w

ith several 
o

f th
em

 in
 p

rep
arin

g
 th

is 
report. T

he notes m
ade on 

M
ark L

ane's book alone run 
to 50,000 w

ords. 

B
ut, at the least, it m

ay 
serve to have asked of the 
critics  w

h
at th

ey
 h

av
e 

asked of the com
m

ission -
the facts. A

ll of them
. 

S
urely, one can fault the 

com
m

ission. W
hy didn't it 

call this w
itness, investi-

g
ate m

o
re d

eep
ly

 in
 th

at 
area? W

h
en

 th
ere w

as 
doubt, too often the com

-
m

ission spoke, needlessly, 
in m

ore positive language 
th

an
 th

e facts allo
w

ed
. 

M
ay

 b
e it w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e 
been better for O

sw
ald to 

have been represented post-
hum

ously by counsel. M
ay-

be the com
m

ission did have 
an eye on the p oliti c a I 
clock in turning in Its re-
port w

hile som
e investiga-

tio
n

 w
as still u

n
d

er w
ay

. 

C
R

E
D

IT
 T

O
 N

O
 O

N
E

 
W

ith
o
u
t q

u
estio

n
 th

e 
com

m
ission w

as not infalli-
ble. B

ut it has too long been 
th

e targ
et o

f critics w
h
o
 

have not received the sam
e 

scru
tin

y
 th

ey
 g

av
e th

e 
W

arren R
eport. T

his does 
credit to no one. 

B
ut recently books have 

begun to appear attacking 
the critics, one by C

harles 
R

oberts of N
ew

sw
eek m

ag-
azine and another by R

ich-
ard W

arren L
ew

is, a m
ag-

azine w
riter, and L

aw
rence 

S
chiller, a photo-journalist. 
A

nd w
hile the com

m
is-

sio
n

, d
isb

an
d

ed
, h

as n
o

t 
spoken as an organization 
in its defense, m

any of its 
staff law

yers are now
 w

ill-
in

g
 to

 d
o

 so
. T

h
e w

riters 
interview

ed 11 of the com
-

m
ission's 15 senior counsel. 
C

O
N

T
R

A
D

IC
T

IO
N

S
 

T
hey spoke of the contra-

dicting eyew
itnesses: those 

w
h
o
 th

o
u
g
h
t th

e
 

shots 
cam

e fro
m

 th
e T

 e x
 a s 

S
ch o o I B

ook D
epository 

and those w
ho didn't, those 

w
ho didn't agree on w

hat 
T

ippitt's slayer w
as w

ear-
or w

hat he looked like. 

t• 	
,U

,/1
1

.C
L

L
 

1.111., 
1
.1

0
 IV

 W
A

S
 

a firing range, the persons 
w

ho saw
 O

sw
ald driving a 

car the com
m

ission decid-
ed

 h
e co

u
ld

n
't d

riv
e, th

e 
w

om
an in D

allas w
ho said 

O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 b

een
 in

tro
-

d
u
ced

 to
 h

er as an
 an

ti-
C

astroite w
ho thought K

en-
n
ed

y
 sh

o
u
ld

 b
e sh

o
t, th

e 
p
eo

p
le w

h
o
 th

o
u
g
h
t th

ey
 

saw
 O

sw
ald in Jack R

uby's 
night club. 

S
H

O
C

K
E

D
 H

IM
 

"W
e w

ere beneficiaries 
of fraud," said one of the 
sen

io
r atto

rn
ey

s w
ith

o
u
t 

m
entioning any specific ex-

am
p

les. "T
h

e th
in

g
 th

at 
shocked w

as people w
ho 

w
anted to get involved in 

th
is g

reat ev
en

t. I d
o
 ap

-
p
reciate th

is can
 h

ap
p
en

, 
but I thought people w

ould 
have too m

uch regard for 
the nature of w

hat w
e w

ere 
frying to do." 

T
hey talked of w

hy the 
co

m
m

issio
n
 h

ad
 n

o
t d

e-
fended itself. 

"If w
e w

ere to
 an

sw
er 

th
e L

an
es an

d
 th

e S
au

v
-

ag
es, w

h
o
 w

o
u
ld

 b
eliev

e 
u

s? W
e h

ad
 all k

in
d

s o
f 

suggestions. O
ne w

as that 
C

hief Justice E
arl W

arren, 
h
im

self, co
m

e o
u
t in

 d
e-

fense of the report. 
"I don't think that m

eans 
anything. If I w

ere in the 
press, I w

ouldn't take this. 
Y

ou'd be fools if you did. 
B

ut the press has an obli-
g
atio

n
 to

 ex
am

in
e  each

 
book as it com

es out and 
present it to the public as a 
searching for truth. A

nd I 
think this m

ight go on for 
50 or 100 years. A

s long as 
people can m

ake a quarter 
o

r a h
alf-m

illio
n

 d
o

llars. 
w

e're going to have these 
books. 

"T
he m

ass m
edia devote 

tim
e to the L

anes and the 
E

p
stein

s b
ecau

se it sells. 
C

o
m

in
g
 u

p
 w

ith
 th

e es-
tab

lish
m

en
t v

iew
p
o
in

t 
d
o
esn

't h
av

e m
u
ch

 m
ile-

age." 
O

ne staff m
em

ber talked 
of the charge that the com

-
m

ission entered the investi-
gation w

ith a preconceived 
b
elief o

f O
sw

ald
's g

u
ilt. 

_ 
as a m

ark
sm

an
. "I to

o
k
 

th
e
 p

o
sitio

n
 th

a
t.,y

o
u
 

couldn't tell. T
he evidence 

th
at O

sw
ald

 w
as ab

le to
 

sh
o
o
t th

e P
resid

en
t w

as 
that he did. H

e w
as lucky. 

O
sw

ald had som
ething in 

his sights that he knew
 he 

w
as n

ev
er g

o
in

g
 to

, h
av

e 
again. I suspect he w

as up 
for it." 

L
ieb

 e ler talk
ed

 o
f th

e 
"grassy 'm

oll" w
here L

ane 
a
n
d
 o

th
e
rs th

in
k
 sh

o
ts 

cam
e fro

m
, in

 p
art b

e-
cause people ran in that di-
rection after the gunfire. 

IN
S

T
A

N
T

A
N

E
O

U
S

 
"W

ould people do this? 
W

ould you if you knew
 or 

thought som
eone w

as firing 
fro

m
 th

ere? It d
e p

 en
d
s 

u
p

o
n

 in
stan

tan
eo

u
s reac-

tion. I m
ight run after the 

m
otorcade. I m

ight run for 
co

v
er. B

u
t I'm

 su
re m

o
st 

people w
ould run to get out 

of the w
ay." 

Jo
e B

all, an
o
th

er staff 
m

em
ber, talked of the rifle 

found on the sixth floor of 
th

e d
ep

o
sito

r y
 b

u
ild

in
g
 

w
hich police first identified 

as a M
auser. L

ater it w
as 

determ
ined to be a M

ann-
ticher-C

arcano, an Italian 
w

eapon. 
"E

 vide ne e show
s that 

S
eym

our W
eitzm

an, w
 h o 

found the rifle, never han-
dled it and saw

 it from
 five 

feet a
w

a
y. W

eitzm
a

n
 and 

D
ep

u
ty

 S
h

eriff  E
u

g
en

e 
B

o
o
n
e b

o
th

 testified
 it 

seem
ed

 to
 th

em
 to

 b
e a 

M
auser. 

B
O

L
T

 A
C

T
IO

N
 

"L
et's m

ak
e it clear. It 

is a M
ouser. It is built on 

G
erm

any patents and the 
M

au
ser refers to

 th
e b

o
lt 

actio
n

.  B
u

t L
an

e n
ev

er 
dares to go so far as to say 
that W

eitzm
an or B

oone in 
any w

ay suggest this is not 
the gun w

hich w
as found 

o
n

 th
e
 six

th
 flo

o
r a

n
d

 
w

hich has been found be-
es the w

eapon W
eitzm

an 
yond all doubt to have fired 
the bullets." 

T
h
is is n

o
t q

u
ite accu

-
rate. L

ane, on P
age 120 of 



C
h

ief Ju
stice E

arl W
arren

 w
ith

 h
is co

m
m

issio
n

 (fro
m

 left) R
ep. 

G
erald

 F
o
rd

 
(R

-M
ich

.), R
ep

. H
ale B

o
g

g
s (D

-L
a.), S

en
. R

ich
ard

 
R

ussell (D
-G

a.), W
arren

, S
en

. Jo
h

n
 C

o
o

p
er (R

-K
y.), Jo

h
n

 J. M
cC

lo
y, 

N
e

w
 Y

o
rk

 b
a

n
k

e
r; A

lle
n

 D
u

lle
s

, fo
rm

e
r C

IA
 h

e
a

d
, an

d
 L

eo
 J. 

R
an

kin
 o

f N
ew

 Y
o

rk C
ity, chief counsel. W

o
rk o

f R
an

kin
 an

d
 h

is 
aid

es cam
e in

 fo
r severe attack- 

A
P

 1P
ireph

o
to

 

nay, an obligation —
 to 

. 	. lo
ao

w
 w

h
at str u

 e k
 h

im
 

gow
n, and w

hy. It w
as not 

ju
st a d

eath
 in

 th
e h

earts 
-6i-  the nation. Itw

as m
urder 

it the heart of the national 
structure. 	

A
ssassination 

_ -U
nsolved is assassination at 

-la
rg

e
, p

o
ssib

ly
 fre

e
 to

 
strike again, certainly free 

• - to
 p

o
iso

n
 an

d
 co

rro
d
e b

y
 

suspicion, m
istrust, fear. 

S
o it is not m

ere curiosi-
'ity

, n
o
t ju

st to
 ad

d
 a fo

o
t-

note to history, to ask w
ho 

killed K
 e n n e d y. T

o pre-
I'serve the absolutely vital 
-trust of the people in their 
lead

er s an
d
 in

stitu
tio

n
s. 

th
e
 q

u
e
stio

n
  m

u
st b

e
 

-a
n
sw

e
re

d
. 

- T
h
e q

u
est m

ay
 b

e lo
n
g
. 

It is still asked: W
ho killed 

L
in

c
o

ln
?
 Jo

h
n

 W
ilk

e
s 

▪
 Booth is not the answ

er to 
all seek

ers. N
o
r is L

ee 
H

 a r v e y O
sw

ald. L
incoln, 

how
ever, is for the archi-

vist. T
he w

ound from
 D

al-
las is still red. 

O
r, perhaps, the w

ound 
m

ay have been salved all 
along. P

erhaps the first in-
y
estig

atio
n
 n

eed
 b

e th
e 

last. 
▪
 .0r, perhaps, the pain of 

,..doubt m
ay throb the less if 

one w
ere to ask the doubt-

IC
ers of their proof, ask of 

the eskers: W
hat have you 

!found, w
hat new

s can you 
:bring us? 

E
nd of Prologue 

I—
T

he C
ritics, 

T
h

e C
om

m
ission

 
1;1%4 T

he critics of the W
arren 

;
)inm

ission R
eport have 

bde grave charges. T
hey 

-a v
 e m

ad
e u

n
certain

ty
. 

T
hey have m

ade m
oney. 

, H
ave they m

ade a case? 
- H

av
e th

ey
 p

ro
v
ed

 th
at 

the m
ost extensive m

urder 
investigation in 

the 
na-

tion's history, directed by 

w
eld A

ffair," has said: "It 
is logically untenable, le-
gally indefensible and m

or-
ally

 in
ad

m
issab

ie to
 d

e-
clare L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald 

the  assassin of P
resident 

K
ennedy." 
A

nd the com
m

ission has 
stood m

ute. 
E

d
w

ard
 Jay

 E
p
stein

, in
 

"Inquest," has said: "T
he 

conclusions of the W
arren 

R
eport m

ust be view
ed as 

ex
p
ressio

n
s o

f p
o
litical 

tru
th

.' 
• 

A
nd the com

m
ission has 

stood m
ute. 

'P
O

L
IT

IC
A

L
 T

R
U

T
H

' 
It co

n
sid

ered
 its fir s t 

w
ords, published in 27 vol-

um
es in the fall of 1964 (26 

volum
es of testim

ony and 
ex

h
ib

its an
d
 o

n
e v

o
lu

m
e 

of sum
m

ary), to be its last. 
It has disbanded. 

T
h

e p
u

b
lic, in

 th
e ju

ry
 

b
o
x
, m

ay
 w

o
n
d
er at th

e 
com

m
ission's w

ork. B
ut it 

m
u
st also

 ask
 ab

o
u
t th

e 
critics' w

o
rk

.  
M

ark
 L

an
e w

ro
te th

at 
the com

m
ission "cited evi-

d
en

ce o
u
t o

f co
n
tex

t, ig
-

n
o

red
 an

d
 resh

ap
ed

 ev
i-

d
en

ce an
d

 —
 w

h
ich

 is 
w

o
rse —

 o
v

ersim
p

lified
 

evidence."  

uncation" of the shells. 

N
icols replied: "Y

es; the 
m

ark
s o

n
 th

e firin
g
 p

in
 

particularly w
ere very de-

f i n i t i v e. A
pparently this 

firing pin had been subject 
to

 so
m

e
 ra

th
e
r  se

v
e
re

 
abuse, and there w

ere nu-
m

ero
u

s sm
all an

d
 larg

e 
striatio

n
s w

h
ich

 co
u

ld
 b

e 
m

atched up very easily." 

Y
et L

ane says Joseph D
. 

N
icol appeared "less than 

certain." 
In his book E

pstein ques-
tions the com

m
ission's con-

clusion that O
sw

ald w
as a 

good shot. H
e m

entions the 
shot at E

dw
in A

. W
alker, 

form
er U

. S
. A

rm
y m

ajor 
general, w

hich m
issed_ H

e 
m

entions the testim
ony of 

N
elson D

elgado, a fellow
 

M
arine w

ho had w
atched 

O
sw

ald on the firing line. 
O

sw
ald, D

elgado testified, 
g

o
t a Io

t o
f "M

 ag
g

ie 's 
d

ra
w

e
rs" —

 c
o

m
p

le
te

 
m

isses. 
D

elgado said som
ething 

else. 
O

n the rifle range he said 
O

sw
a
ld

 "d
id

n
't g

iv
e
 a

 
darn. H

e just qualified. H
e 

w
asn't hardly going to ex-

ert him
self." 

A
nd W

alker him
self testi- 

u
c
 
	

L
u

iw
a

fte
u

 m
an 

responses w
ere "f a 1 s e." 

H
e w

as asked if he thought 
the person he saw

 enter the 
b
u
ild

in
g
 w

as Jack
 R

u
b
y
. 

H
e said no. T

he test indi-
cated

 th
is resp

o
n

se w
as 

"tru
e." 

Is such evidence relevant 
to w

hy the com
m

ission felt 
D

aniels m
erited little cre-

dence? 
O

n
e o

f E
p
stein

's m
ajo

r 
points concerns the report 
of the autopsy on K

ennedy. 
It concluded he had been 
shot in the back of the neck 
and the back of the head. 
A

n
 F

B
I rep

o
rt su

b
m

itted
 

D
ec. 9, 1963, contradicted 

the doctors in several im
-

p
o
r ten

t areas, E
p
stein

 
m

akes m
uch of the differ-

ence. O
T

H
E

R
 F

A
C

T
S

 
In

q
u
iry

 b
y
 th

e w
riters, 

how
ever, has established 

that the F
B

I w
rote its orig-

in
al rep

o
rt b

efo
re g

ettin
g
 

that of the doctors, w
hich 

reach
ed

 th
e ag

en
cy

 D
ec. 

23, 1963. T
he FB

I nonethe-
less stu

ck
 to

 its o
rig

in
al 

version in a supplem
ental 

report Jan. 13, 1964. T
he 

agency felt duty bound not 
to

 a
lte

r a
 re

p
o

rt b
y

 its 
ag

en
ts —

 its cu
sto

m
ary

 
policy —

 even though other  

ann om
ers w

no saw
 sm

oke, 
w

ere com
m

ission w
itness-

es. T
he doctor, and others 

w
h

o
 th

o
u

g
h

t K
en

n
ed

y
 's 

th
ro

at w
o
u
n
d
 w

as o
n
e o

f 
entrance, w

ere com
m

ission 
w

itnesses. 
N

O
T

 F
IN

A
L

 
B

u
t n

o
t alw

ay
s h

i th
e 

critic s' b
o

o
k

s d
o

es o
n

e 
read of the people w

ho saw
 

a rifle in the w
indow

 of the 
T

exas School B
ook D

eposi-
tory. N

ot alw
ays does one 

read the doctors' testim
ony 

th
at th

eir first in
terp

re-
tation of K

ennedy's w
ounds 

w
as not their final one. 
T

he com
m

ission present-
ed all the evidence it could 
find. T

he critics did not 
O

n
e critic, G

eo
rg

e C
. 

T
h

o
m

so
n

, d
o

esn
't ev

en
 

ag
ree o

n
 th

at d
ay

 in
 D

al-
las. N

one of them
 w

as John 
F'. K

ennedy, w
ho T

hom
son 

says is alive and last w
in-

te
r a

tte
n
d
e
d
 T

ru
m

a
n
 

C
apote's fam

ous m
asked 

ball. 
A

N
A

L
Y

SE
S 

S
pace- does not perm

it a 
fo

o
tn

o
te an

aly
sis o

f th
e 

critical b
o

o
k

s, alth
o

u
g

h
 

this w
as done w

ith several 
o
f th

em
 in

 p
rep

arin
g
 th

is 
report. T

he notes m
ade on 

M
ark L

ane's book alone run 
to 50,000 w

ords. 

U
lt1

1
-1

1
 III to

.' m
il 6

 
1

1
1

 	
1

 , 

port w
hile som

e investiga-
tio

n
 w

as still u
n
d
er w

ay
. 

C
R

E
D

IT
 T

O
 N

O
 O

N
E

 
W

ith
o

u
t q

u
estio

n
 th

e 
com

m
ission w

as not infalli-
ble. B

ut it has too long been 
th

e targ
et o

f critics w
h
o
 

have not received the sam
e 

sc
ru

tin
y

 th
e
y

 g
a
v

e
 th

e
 

W
arren R

eport. T
his does 

credit to no one. 
B

ut recently books have 
begun to appear attacking 
the critics, one by C

harles 
R

oberts of N
ew

sw
eek m

ag-
azine and another by R

ich-
ard W

arren L
ew

is, a m
ag-

azine w
riter, and L

aw
rence 

S
chiller, a photo-journalist. 
A

nd w
hile the com

m
is-

sio
n

, d
isb

an
d

ed
, h

as n
o

t 
spoken as an organization 
in its defense, m

any of its 
staff law

yers are now
 w

ill-
in

g
 to

 d
o
 so

. T
h
e w

riters 
interview

ed 11 of the com
-

m
ission's 15 senior counsel. 
C

O
N

T
R

A
D

IC
T

IO
N

S
 

T
hey spoke of the contra-

dicting eyew
itnesses: those 

w
h

o
 th

o
u

g
h

t th
e
 sh

o
ts 

c
a
m

e
 fro

m
 th

e
 T

e
x
a
s 

S
ch

o
o
l B

o
o
k
 D

ep
o
sito

ry
 

and those w
ho didn't, those 

w
ho didn't agree on w

hat 
T

ippitt's slayer w
as w

ear-
or w

hat he looked like.  

th
is g

reat ev
en

t. I d
o
 ap

-
preciate this 

can 
happen, 

but I thought people w
ould 

have too m
uch regard for 

the nature of w
hat w

e w
ere 

frying to do." 
T

hey talked of w
hy the 

co
m

m
issio

n
 h

ad
 n

o
t d

e-
fended itself. 

"If w
e w

ere to
 an

sw
er 

th
e L

an
es an

d
 th

e S
au

v
-

ages, 
w

ho w
ould believe 

u
s? W

e h
ad

 all k
in

d
s o

f 
suggestions. O

ne w
as that 

C
hief Justice E

arl W
arren, 

h
im

self, co
m

e o
u
t in

 d
e-

fense of the report. 
"I don't think that m

eans 
anything. If I w

ere in the 
press, I w

ouldn't take this. 
Y

ou'd be fools if you did. 
B

ut the prest has an obli-
g
atio

n
 to

 ex
am

in
e each

 
b

o
o

k
 as it co

m
es o

u
t an

d
 

present it to the public as a 
searching for truth. A

nd I 
think this m

ight go on for 
50 or 100 years. A

s long as 
people can m

ake a quarter 
o

r a h
alf-m

illio
n

 d
o

llars, 
w

e're going to have these 
books. 

"T
he m

ass m
edia devote 

tim
e to the L

anes and the 
E

p
stein

s b
ecau

se it sells. 
C

o
m

in
g
 u

p
 w

ith
 th

e es-
t ab l i s hm

 e n t view
point 

d
o

esn
't h

av
e m

u
ch

 m
ile-

age." 
O

ne staff m
em

ber talked 
of the charge that the com

-
m

ission entered the investi-
gation w

ith a preconceived 
b
elief o

f O
sw

ald
's g

u
ilt. 

"N
onsense. W

e looked for 
th

e in
cred

ib
le as w

ell as 
th

e cred
ib

le. A
 lo

t o
f u

s 
w

ere young law
yers. W

hat 
greater feather could It be 
in

 o
u

r cap
s to

 p
ro

v
e th

e 
F

B
I w

as w
rong?" 

A
 sen

io
r co

 u
n
sel d

is-
cussed the w

isdom
 of using 

an adversary system
 in the 

investigation, w
ith a prose-

cu
tio

n
 ag

ain
st an

d
 a d

e-
fense for O

sw
ald. "It w

ould 
have been m

ost 
unequal; 

thought som
eone w

as firing 
fro

m
 th

e
re

?
 It d

e
p

e
n

d
s 

u
p
o
n
 in

stan
tan

eo
u
s reac-

tion. I m
ight run after the 

m
otorcade. I m

ight run for 
cover. B

ut I'm
 sure m

ost 
people w

ould run to get out 
of the w

ay." 
Jo

e B
all, an

o
th

er staff 
m

em
ber, talked of the rifle 

found O
n the sixth floor of 

th
e d

ep
o
sito

ry
 b

u
ild

in
g
 

w
hich police first identified 

as a M
auser. L

ater it w
as 

determ
ined to be a M

ann-
licher-C

arcano, an Italian 
w

eapon. 
v
id

en
ce sh

o
w

s th
at 

S
eym

our W
eitzm

an, w
ho 

found the rifle, never han-
dled it and saw

 it from
 five 

feet aw
ay. W

eitzm
an and 

D
ep

u
ty

 S
h

eriff E
u

g
en

e 
B

o
o
n
e tro

th
 testified

 it 
seem

ed
 to

 th
em

 to
 b

e a 
M

auser. 
B

O
L

T
 A

C
T

IO
N

 
"L

et's m
ak

e it clear. It 
is a M

auser. It is built on 
G

erm
any patents and the 

M
auser refers to the bolt 

actio
n
. B

u
t L

an
e n

ev
er 

dares to go so far as to say 
that W

eitzm
an or B

oone in 
any w

ay suggest this is not 
the gun w

hich w
as found 

o
n
 th

e
 six

th
 flo

o
r a

n
d
 

w
hich has been found be-

es the w
eapon W

eitzm
an 

yond all doubt to have fired 
the bullets." 

T
h

is is n
o

t q
u

ite accu
-

rate. L
ane, on P

age 120 of 
th

e h
ard

co
v
er ed

itio
n
 o

f 
"R

u
sh

 to
 Ju

d
g
m

e
n
t" 

w
rites: "B

o
o
n
e, u

n
lik

e-
W

eitzm
an. w

as show
n the 

M
annlicher-C

arcano w
hich 

he w
as unable to identify 

had found." 
B

oone said no such thing. 
H

e w
as show

n the rifle and 
testified: "It looks like the 
sam

e rifle. I have no w
ay 

of being positive." 
A

nd w
hy w

asn't he posi- 

-T
orn to P

age 37 



T
he C

ritics 

L
E

O
 S

A
U

V
A

G
E

 	
M

A
R

K
 L

A
N
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D
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A

R
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P
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IN

 

M
on., June 26, 1967 	

* te.3A
.E

xtuninrr—
P

age 37 

O
sw

ald H
ad D

efenders 
—

F
rom

 P
age 36 

tiv
e? B

ecau
se h

e said
 h

e 
never handled the rifle. 

B
all taked of E

pstein. 
"H

e said
 I said

 N
o
rm

an
 

R
ed

lich
, o

n
e o

f th
e staff, 

u
sed

 'a tu
rg

id
 law

 rev
iew

 
sty

le
.' I w

ro
te

 E
p
ste

in
's 

p
u

b
lish

er an
d

 said
 I n

ev
er 

u
sed

 th
e w

o
rd

 'tu
rg

id
' in

 
m

y
 life. I h

ad
 to

 g
o
 to

 th
e 

dictionary and look it up. 
"H

is statem
en

t th
at th

e 
law

y
ers w

o
rk

ed
 as p

art-
tim

e. consultants is a lie. I 
m

a
d
e
 m

y
 re

sid
e
n
c
e
 in

 
W

ashington, D
.C

., perm
a-

n
e
n

tly
 fro

m
 Ja

n
u

a
ry

 to
 

July 1964. I w
as allow

ed to 
com

e to m
y hom

e in L
ong 

B
e
a
c
h
. C

a
lif., o

n
c
e
 a

 
m

o
n

th
, an

d
 I d

id
. E

p
stein

 
q
u
o
tes m

e 3
9
 tim

es an
d
 I 

d
id

n
't ta

lk
 to

 th
a
t m

a
n

 
over half an hour, and that 
w

as in
 a N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 h
o

tel 
lobby." 

N
ine of the 10 staff m

em
-

b
e
rs q

u
o
te

d
 b

y
 E

p
ste

in
 

th
a
t th

e
se

 w
rite

rs in
te

r-
v
iew

ed
 ch

arg
e h

im
 w

ith
 

m
isstatem

en
ts. S

ev
eral o

f 
th

em
 w

ro
te letters o

f p
ro

-
test to

 h
is p

ro
fesso

r fo
r 

w
h
o
m

 h
e w

ro
te w

h
at b

e-
cam

e "In
q
u
est" as a m

as-
ter's th

esis. T
h

e p
ro

fesso
r 

replied to one that "experi-
ence has show

n that all too 
o
fte

n
 w

h
e
n
 a

 p
e
rso

n
 is 

sh
relin

 h
is o

w
n

 ,w
o

rd
s o

n
 

paper he is inclined to state 
that he did not m

ake those 
rem

ark
s." 

E
x
p
erien

ce sh
o
w

ed
 th

is 
in E

pstein's case, anyw
ay. 

L
iebeler talked of finger 

and palm
 prints. 

IM
P

L
IC

A
T

IO
N

 

O
sw

a
ld

 's p
a
lm

 p
rin

t  

tainly could have called to 
testify

 w
itn

esses w
h
o
 h

ad
 

o
n
ly

 g
iv

en
 statem

en
ts to

 
law

 o
fficials. S

o
m

e w
eak

-
n

esses w
ere o

f co
m

m
is-

sion; the report could easi-
ly have been m

ore explicit 
a
b

o
u

t a
u

to
p

sy
 c

o
n

flic
t. 

S
o
m

e w
ere in

ev
itab

le; n
o
 

one w
ill ever be able to say 

w
ith

 a
b

so
lu

te
 c

e
rta

in
ty

 
w

hich bullet produced the 
fragm

ents that w
ere found 

in
 K

en
n

ed
y

's car, o
r ju

st 
w

hat struck a bystander in 
th

e ch
eek

 o
r w

h
y
 O

sw
ald

 
d

id
 it o

r ev
en

, p
erh

ap
s, if 

he did it unaided. 
B

u
t to

 read
 th

e rep
o

rt, 
all o

f it, is to
 ap

p
reciate 

the depth of the investiga-
tion. P

erhaps the com
m

is- 
L

.- 

w
ho know

s the report as an 
evangelist know

s his B
ible, 

h
as p

u
b
lish

ed
 tw

o
 b

o
o
k
s, 

"W
h

itew
ash

" an
d

 "W
h

ite-
w

a
sh

 II," is p
la

n
n

in
g

 a
 

third and thinks there w
ere 

tw
o
 O

sw
ald

s. o
n
e a lo

o
k
-

alike stand-in. 
P

O
IN

T
E

D
 Q

U
E

S
T

IO
N

S
 

S
au

v
ag

e, a F
ren

ch
 jo

u
r-

n
alist. arg

u
es w

ith
 G

allic 
lo

g
ic, n

o
 in

d
ex

 an
d

 m
em

-
b
ersh

ip
 in

 th
e "p

erh
ap

s" 
an

d
 "it seem

s" S
ch

o
o
l. H

e 
raises so

m
e p

o
in

ted
 q

u
es-

tions in areas w
here uncer-

tain
ty

 is an
d

 m
ay

 rem
ain

 
forever. 

E
p
stein

 m
ak

es m
u
ch

 o
f 

the doctor-F
B

I autopsy dis-
crepancy. It is answ

erable. 
H

e m
ak

es a criticism
 o

f  

ture 	
A

 g
o

v
e
rn

o
r's

 
w

o
u

n
d

s . . . A
 P

resid
en

t's 
autopsy. 

It w
a
s fro

m
 th

e
se

 e
le

-
m

e
n

ts th
a
t th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 

C
o
m

m
issio

n
 co

n
stru

cted
 

w
hat has becom

e know
n as 

the "single bullet theory." 
A

n
d
 it is th

ese elem
en

ts 
w

hich critics of the W
arren 

R
ep

o
rt u

se to
 to

p
p
le th

e 
theory and discredit the re-
port. 
T

h
e th

eo
ry

 w
as reach

ed
 

after the com
m

ission staff 
w

as co
n

fro
n

ted
 w

ith
 tw

o
 

p
ieces o

f co
n
flictin

g
 ev

i-
dence: 

• 
T

h
at th

e first w
o
u
n
d
 

suffered by P
resident K

en-
nedy and T

exas G
ov. John 

B
. C

o
n

n
ally

 ev
id

en
tly

 o
c- 

dence, they do not describe 
all that is on the shovel. 

F
or exam

ple: 
M

ark
 L

an
e co

n
ten

d
s th

e 
"alleg

ed
" assassin

 rifle -
th

e M
an

n
lich

er-C
arcan

o
 -

w
as planted. H

is evidence: 
th

e d
ep

o
sito

ry
 rifle w

as 
first d

escrib
ed

 in
 p

ress re-
p
o
rts as a "M

au
ser." L

an
e 

also relies heavily on an af-
fid

av
it b

y
 C

o
n

stab
le S

ey
-

m
our W

eitzm
an as describ-

in
g

 th
e w

eap
o

n
 as "a 7

.6
5

 
M

auser bolt action." L
ane 

em
phasizes that W

eitzm
an 

w
as a rifle expert. W

hat is 
th

e fact? W
eitzm

an
 testi-

fied
 h

e n
ev

er h
an

d
led

 th
e 

w
eapon and has since said 

th
a
t th

e
 w

o
rd

 "M
a
u

se
r" 

d
escrib

es th
e b

o
lt actio

n
. 

T
h

e Italian
 M

an
n

lich
er-

C
areen

 o
, as m

en
tio

n
ed

, 
w

as m
anufactured w

ith the 
p

aten
ted

 G
erm

an
 M

au
ser 

bolt action, and the Italians 
rech

am
b
ered

 it fo
r 6

.5
m

m
 

am
m

unition. 

A
U

T
O

P
S

Y
 S

K
E

T
C

H
 

E
pstein claim

s the autop-
sy

 rep
o
rt o

n
 K

en
n
ed

y
 is 

su
sp

ect. H
is ev

id
en

ce: A
 

d
o
t o

n
 an

 au
to

p
sy

 sk
etch

 
indicates a bullet entry be-
t o w

 K
ennedy's shoulder, 

w
h

ich
 m

ean
s th

e b
u

llet 
co

u
ld

n
't h

av
e em

erg
ed

 to
 

h
it C

o
n

n
ally

. W
h

at is th
e 

fa
c
t?

 T
h

e
 d

o
t is o

ff th
e
 

m
ark

. B
u

t th
e d

escrip
tiv

e 
d
etail w

ith
 it lo

cates th
e 

n
eck

 w
o
u
n
d
 p

recisely
. S

o
 

d
o

es th
e testim

o
n

y
 o

f th
e 

pathologists as w
ell as the 

autopsy report itself. 
W

eisberg claim
s the film

 
taken by a spectator, A

bra 
ham

 Z
apruder, show

s K
en-

n
ed

y
 w

as w
o
u
n
d
ed

 m
u
ch

 
earlier th

an
 th

e co
m

m
is-

sio
n

 say
s, an

d
 th

is m
ean

s 
th

e
re

 h
a
d

 to
 b

e
 a

n
o

th
e
r 

gunm
an in 

RI, nth pr 
firin

g
 

If th
e G

o
v

ern
o

r 
is co

r-
rect th

at h
e said

, "O
h

, n
o

, 
no, no" as so

o
n
 as h

e w
as 

hit, and if M
rs. C

onnally is 
correct that he said this be-
fo

re sh
e h

eard
 a seco

n
d

 
sh

o
t, th

e
n

 th
e
 c

o
m

m
i s-

sio
n

's assu
m

p
tio

n
 stan

d
s 

on reasonable ground. 

H
A

N
D

S
 H

IG
H

 
T

 h e G
overnor, view

ing 
fra

m
e
s o

f th
e
 Z

a
p
ru

d
e
r  

w
as o

b
scu

red
 fo

r ap
p
ro

x
i-

m
ately

 sev
en

-ten
th

s o
f a 

seco
n

d
 b

y
 a ro

ad
 sig

n
. S

o
 

th
ere is n

o
 p

icto
rial ev

i-
dence in 

the film
 show

ing 
exactly w

hen K
ennedy w

as 
first h

it. T
h
e fatal sh

o
t is 

clearly
 seen

 later in
 th

e 
film

. 
Investigators positioning 

th
em

selv
es in

 th
e sn

ip
er's 

w
in

d
o
w

 p
erch

 co
u
ld

 d
e- 

m
oving tow

ard h
is th

ro
at, 

an
d

 Z
ap

ru
d

er, 
looking 

a
t 

this fram
e, says: 

"Y
e
s; it lo

o
k
s lik

e
 h

e
 

w
as hit —

 it seem
s —

 there 
—

 so
m

ew
h

ere b
eh

in
d

 th
e 

sign. Y
ou see, he is still sit-

ting upright." 

IN
T

E
R

P
R

E
T

A
T

IO
N

 
E

d
w

a
rd

 Ja
y
 E

p
ste

in
 

ten
d

s to
 co

n
fu

se th
e co

m
-

m
ission's interpretation 

of 

P
O

L
IC

E
 D

IS
P

L
A

Y
 R

IF
L

E
 F

O
U

N
D

 IN
 S

N
IP

E
R

'S
 P

E
R

C
H

 
It's a

n
 Ita

lia
n

 M
a

n
n

lich
e

r-C
a

rca
n

o
 w

ith
 M

a
u

se
r typ

e
 a

ctio
n

 

P
 P

h
o

to
 



sty
ie.' i w

ro
te N

p
stein

-s 
publisher and said I never 
u

sed
 th

e w
o

rd
 'tu

rg
id

' in
 

m
y life. I bad to go to the 

dictionary and look it up. 
"Ilis statem

en
t th

at th
e 

law
y

ers w
o

rk
ed

 as p
art-

tim
e. consultants is a lie. I 

m
ad

e m
y

 resid
en

ce in
 

W
ashington, D

.C
., perm

a-
n
en

tly
 fro

n
t Jan

u
ary

 to
 

July 1964. I w
as allow

ed to 
com

e to m
y hom

e in L
ong 

B
e
a
c
h

, C
a
lif., o

n
c
e
 a

 
m

onth, and I did. E
pstein 

quotes m
e 39 tim

es and I 
d

id
n

't talk
 to

 th
at m

an
 

over half an hour, and that 
w

as in a N
ew

 Y
ork hotel 

lobby." 
N

ine of the 10 staff m
em

-
b
ers q

u
o
ted

 b
y
 E

p
stein

 
th

at th
ese w

riters in
ter-

v
iew

ed
 ch

arg
e h

im
 w

ith
 

m
isstatem

ents. S
everal of 

them
 w

rote letters of pro-
teS

t to
 h

is p
ro

fesso
r fo

r 
w

hom
 he w

rote w
hat be-

cam
e "Inquest" as a m

as-
ter's thesis. T

he professor 
replied to one that "experi-
ence has show

n that all too 
o

ften
 w

h
en

 a p
erso

n
 is 

show
n Ins ow

n w
ords on 

paper he is inclined to state 
that he did not m

ake those 
rem

arks." 
E

xperience show
ed this 

in E
pstein's case, anyw

ay. 
L

iebeler talked of finger 
and palm

 prints. 

IM
P

L
IC

A
T

IO
N

 

O
sw

ald
 's p

alm
 p

rin
t 

found on the rifle had little 
probative value, said L

ane, 
"especially since local and 
federal police officials w

ho 
issu

ed
 in

accu
rate state-

m
en

ts . w
ere alo

n
e w

ith
 

O
sw

ald and the w
eapon.-

  
T

he im
plication seem

s ob-
vious. 

"W
 e I I," said L

iebeler, 
"w

e had to consider that in 
view

 of the perform
ance of 

the D
allas P

olice D
epart-

m
ent, G

od rest their souls, 
w

ere th
ey

 so
 d

ev
ilish

ly
 

• clever that they could have 
tak

en
 O

sw
ald

's p
rin

t an
d

 
planted it on the rifle and 
th

en
 tak

en
 it o

ff ag
ain

, o
r 

that they could have hand-
ed

 th
e rifle to

 O
sw

ald
 to

 

L
E

O
 S

A
U

V
A

G
E

 

tainly could have called to 
testify w

itnesses w
ho had 

o
n
ly

 g
iv

en
 statem

en
ts to

 
law

 officials. S
om

e w
eak-

n
esses w

ere o
f co

m
m

is-
sion; the report could easi-
ly have been m

ore explicit 
ab

o
u
t au

to
p
sy

 co
n
flict. 

S
om

e w
ere inevitable; no 

one w
ill ever be able to say 

w
ith

 ab
so

lu
te certain

ty
 

w
hich bullet produced the 

fragm
ents that w

ere found 
in

 K
en

n
ed

y
's car, o

r ju
st 

w
hat struck a bystander in 

the cheek or w
hy O

sw
ald 

did it or even, perhaps, if 
he did it unaided. 

B
u

t to
 read

 th
e rep

o
rt, 

all o
f it, is to

 ap
p

reciate 
the depth of the investiga-
tion. P

erhaps the com
m

is-
sio

n
 sh

o
u

ld
 h

av
e h

ad
 its 

ow
n investigatory staff, re-

g
ard

less o
f th

e h
u
g
e ex

-
p
en

se. B
u
t th

at is to
 su

g
-

g
est th

at th
e F

B
I an

d
 th

e 
S

ecret S
erv

ice an
d

 o
th

er 
investigative agancies 

on 
w

hich it relied w
ere som

e-
how

 not to be trusted. 
S

U
P

E
R

P
LO

T 
S

om
e critics suggest that 

they w
ere not trustw

orthy: 
either subconsciously they 
so

u
g

h
t to

 d
e
fe

n
d

 th
e
ir 

professionalism
 by charita-

bly treating evidence and 
w

itn
esses o

r, far w
o

rse, 
they w

ere involved in a su-
p

erp
lo

t. if th
e latter w

ere 
th

e case, it 
w

ould m
ean, 

b
ecau

se o
f th

e in
tricacy

 

M
A

R
K

 L
A

N
E

 

w
ho know

s the report as an 
evangelist know

s his B
ible, 

has published tw
o books, 

"W
hitew

ash" and "W
hite-

w
ash

 II," is p
lan

n
in

g
 a 

third and thinks there w
ere 

tw
o O

sw
alds, one a look-

alike stand-in. 
P

O
IN

T
E

D
 Q

U
E

S
T

IO
N

S
 

S
auvage, a F

rench jour-
nalist, argues w

ith G
allic 

logic, no index and m
em

-
b
ersh

ip
 in

 th
e "p

erh
ap

s" 
and "it seem

s" S
chool. H

e 
raises som

e pointed ques-
tions in areas w

here uncer-
tain

ty
 is an

d
 m

ay
 rem

ain
 

forever. 
E

pstein m
akes m

uch of 
the doctor-F

B
I autopsy dis-

crepancy. It is answ
erable. 

H
e m

ak
es a criticism

 o
f 

m
any of the com

m
ission's 

m
ethods. T

his is arguable. 
B

o
th

 w
ay

s. B
u
t h

e raises 
his questions from

 facts in 
the com

m
ission volum

es. 
S

o
m

e
tim

e
s n

o
t a

ll th
e
 

facts. A
nd som

etim
es not 

facts at all. 
L

an
e's n

am
e p

red
o

m
 

nate&
 H

e has m
ade a m

ov-
ie based on his book and • 
g
iv

en
 n

u
m

ero
u
s lectu

res 
h

ere 
an

d
 ab

ro
ad

- A
t th

e 
v

ery
 en

d
 o

f h
is b

o
o

k
 h

e 
files a disclaim

er explain-
ing w

hy he accepted m
ate-

rial co
n
trary

 to
 th

e co
m

-
m

ission's conclusions and 
reflected m

aterial that sup-
ports the com

m
ission. 

S
n 	

a
lro

n
g

t h
iu

 T
a

c
t 

E
D

W
A

R
D

 E
P

S
T

E
IN

 

ture 	
A

 g
o

v
e
rn

o
r's 

w
ounds . . . A

 P
resident's 

autopsy. 
It w

as fro
m

 th
ese ele-

m
e
n
ts th

a
t th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 

C
o
m

m
issio

n
 co

n
stru

cted
 

w
hat has becom

e know
n as 

the "single bullet theory." 
A

nd it is these elem
ents 

w
hich critics of the W

arren 
R

ep
o

rt u
se to

 to
p

p
le th

e 
theory and discredit the re-
port. 

T
he theory w

as reached 
after the com

m
ission staff 

w
as co

n
fro

n
ted

 w
ith

 tw
o

 
p
ieces o

f co
n
flictin

g
 ev

i-
dence: 

• T
hat the first w

ound 
suffered by P

resident K
en-

nedy and T
exas G

ov. John 
B

. C
onnally evidently oc-

curred w
ithin a span of 1.6 

seconds; 
• 

T
h
a
t th

e
 m

u
rd

e
r 

w
eapon could not be fired 

faster than once every 2.5 
seconds. 

W
hat w

as the answ
er? 

T
he com

m
sision decided 

th
at o

n
e b

 u
 1

1
 e t w

en
t 

through K
ennedy's ne

c
k
, 

 
traveled four feet forw

ard 
an

d
 stru

ck
 C

o
n

n
ally

, in
-

flic
tin

g
 w

o
u

n
d

s o
f h

is 
ch

est, w
rist an

d
 th

ig
h
. A

 
second bullet struck K

en-
n

ed
y

 at th
e b

ack
 o

f h
is 

h
ead

 an
d
 k

illed
 

h
im

. A
 

third bullet m
issed. 

A
n
y
 arg

u
m

en
t th

at L
ee 

H
arv

ey
 O

sw
ald

 w
as th

e 
Irm

a aacA
C

C
ilq

 
n

r 

also relies heavily on an af-
fidavit by C

onstable S
ey-

m
our W

eitzm
an as describ-

ing the w
eapon as "a 7.65 

M
auser bolt action." L

ane 
em

phasizes that W
eitzm

an 
w

as a rifle expert. W
hat is 

the fact? W
eitzm

an testi-
fied he never handled the 
w

eapon and has since said 
th

at th
e w

o
rd

 "M
au

ser" 
describes the bolt action. 
T

h
e Italian

 M
an

n
lich

er-
C

areen
 o

, as m
en

tio
n

ed
, 

w
as m

anufactured w
ith the 

patented G
erm

an M
auser 

bolt action, and the Italians 
rech

am
b

ered
 it fo

r 6
.5

m
m

 
anvil unition. 

A
U

T
O

P
S

Y
 S

K
E

T
C

H
 

E
pstein claim

s the autop-
sy

 rep
o

rt o
n

 K
en

n
ed

y
 

is 
su

sp
ect. H

is ev
id

en
ce: A

 
d
o
t o

n
 an

 au
to

p
sy

 sk
etch

 
indicates a bullet entry be-
1 o w

 K
ennedy's shoulder, 

w
hich m

eans the b u l l e t 
couldn't have em

erged to 
hit C

onnally. W
hat is the 

fact? T
h

e d
o

t is o
ff th

e 
m

ark. B
ut the descriptive 

d
etail w

ith
 it lo

cates th
e 

neck w
ound precisely. S

o 
does the testim

ony of the 
pathologists as w

ell as the 
autopsy report itself. 

W
eisberg claim

s the film
 

taken by a spectator, A
bra 

ham
 Z

apruder, show
s K

en-
nedy w

as w
ounded m

uch 
earlier th

an
 th

e co
m

m
is-

sion says, and this m
eans 

th
ere h

ad
 to

 b
e an

o
th

er 
gunm

an in another firing 
p
o
sitio

n
. H

is ev
id

en
ce is 

obtained by pruning Z
apru-

der's testim
ony. Just how

 
and to w

hat effect w
ill be 

discussed further. 
T

h
e im

p
act o

f th
eir at-

tack
s h

as h
ad

 tellin
g

 ef-
fect b

u
t th

e m
o

st jarrin
g

 
challenge to the single bul-
let theory cam

e from
 one 

of the victim
s, G

ov. C
on-

nally. 
"I am

 convinced beyond 
an

y
 d

o
u

b
t th

at I w
as n

o
t 

struck by the first bullet," 
says the G

overnor. H
e re-

cites his recollection of the 
sequence in w

hich he heard 
a shot and then felt him

self 
shot —

 and since a bullet 

If th
e G

o
v

ern
o

r is co
r-

rect that he said, "O
h, no, 

no, no" as soon as he w
as 

hit, and if M
rs. C

onnally is 
correct that he said this be-
fore 

she 
h

eard
 a seco

n
d

 
sh

o
t, th

en
 th

e co
m

m
i 5

- 
sio

n
's assu

m
p
tio

n
 stan

d
s 

on reasonable ground. 
H

A
N

D
S

 H
IG

H
 

T
he  G

overnor, view
ing 

fram
es o

f th
e Z

ap
ru

d
er 

film
, picked F

ram
es 231 to 

234 as those representing 
the m

om
ent he believes he 

w
as hit. S

cruitny 
of these 

fram
es sh

o
w

s th
e G

o
v

er-
n
o
r's h

a
n
d
s a

re
 ra

th
e
r 

h
ig

h
, certain

ly
 ab

o
v
e th

e 
p

o
in

t at w
h

ich
 th

e b
u

llet 
exited from

 the G
overnor's 

chest —
 a point tw

o inches 
b
e
lo

w
 th

e
 c

e
n
te

r o
f th

e
 

right nipple. S
ince the bul-

let cau
sed

 a ch
est w

o
u
n
d
 

fro
m

 b
ack

 to
 front at a 25 

degree dow
nw

ard angle, it 
w

ould have been necessary 
for the bullet to then m

ake 
a
n

 u
p

w
a
rd

 tu
rn

 to
 

go 
th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e 

t op 
o

f h
is 

rig
h
t w

rist an
d
 th

en
 co

m
e 

dow
n to a

 n
n

in
t 	

in
o

h
p

c
 

w
as obscured for approxi-

m
ately

 sev
en

-ten
th

s o
f a 

second by a road sign. S
o 

th
ere is n

o
 p

icto
rial ev

i-
dence in the film

 show
ing 

exactly w
hen K

ennedy w
as 

first h
it. T

h
e fatal sh

o
t is 

clearly
 seen

 later in
 th

e 
film

. 
Investigators positioning 

them
selves In the sniper's 

w
indow

 perch could de-
term

in
e w

h
en

 K
en

n
ed

y
 

or C
onnally w

ere probably 
in

 p
o
sitio

n
 to

 b
e targ

ets. 
S

ince the foliage of an oak 
tree blocked the line of fire 
u
n
til th

e lim
o
u
sin

e h
ad

 
gone past the depository on 
its w

ay to S
tem

m
ons F

ree-
' w

ay
, it w

as d
eterm

in
ed

 
th

at th
e P

resid
en

t co
u
ld

 
not have been struck at the 
b
a
se

 o
f th

e
 n

e
c
k
 u

n
til 

F
ram

e 210 of the Z
apruder 

film
. A

t this point, the lim
-

ousine is already m
oving 

behind the road sign, trav-
eling at a rate of 11.2 m

iles 
an hour. 

W
eisberg says the com

-
putations are m

eaningless. 
Ile says there is evidence 

A
P

 P
h

oto 

m
oving tow

ard his throat, 
an

d
 Z

ap
ru

d
er. lo

o
k

in
g

 at 
this fram

e, says: 
"Y

e
s; it lo

o
k

s lik
e
 h

e
 

w
as lit —

 it seem
s —

 there 
—

 so
m

ew
h
ere b

eh
in

d
 th

e 
sign. Y

ou see, he is still sit-
ting upright." 

IN
T

E
R

P
R

E
T

A
T

IO
N

 
E

d
w

a
rd

 Ja
y

 E
p

ste
in

 
tends to confuse the com

-
m

ission's interpretation of 
th

e Z
ap

ru
d
er film

 b
y
 say

-
in

g
 th

at b
ecau

se "fo
liag

e 
of an oak tree blocked the 
v
iew

" - . th
e co

m
m

issio
n
 

concluded that the earliest 
p
o
in

t th
e P

resid
en

t co
u
ld

 
have been first hit w

as film
 

F
ram

e 2
4
7
." N

o
. If th

at 
h

ap
p

en
ed

, th
e P

resid
en

t 
w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e h
ad

 a h
ead

 
w

ound then. S
ince his neck 

w
as blocked from

 a E
nd of 

fire until F
ram

e 210. 
T

he com
m

ission did say 
th

at 2
0

7
 w

as th
e F

IR
S

T
 

p
o

in
t at w

h
ich

 C
o

n
n

ally
 

co
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 h
it, co

n
-

sistent w
ith his w

ounds. 
B

u
t w

h
en

 th
en

 w
as th

e 
G

overnor hit? O
n the links 

n
o

f n
r.rn

n
..}e

t ,n
n

e
 a

•.4
i 

P
O

L
IC

E
 D

IS
P

L
A

Y
 R

IF
L

E
 F

O
U

N
D

 IN
 S

N
IP

E
R

'S
 P

E
R

C
H

 
It's an

 Italian M
annlicher-C

arcano w
ith M

auser type a
ctio

n
 



.1.11111. 1.14. S
y

 tU
L

4
L

U
 /a

u
 

tak
en

 O
sw

ald
's p

rin
t an

d
 

p
lan

ted
 it on

 th
e rifle an

d
 

th
en

 tak
en

 it off again
, or 

th
at th

ey cou
ld

 h
ave h

an
d

-
' ed

 th
e rifle to

 O
sw

a
ld

 to
 

get th
e p

rin
t? O

f cou
rse, 

th
a
t w

o
u

ld
 in

v
o
lv

e th
e 

ju
d

gm
en

t of O
sw

ald
, an

d
 

d
o you

 th
in

k
 an

yon
e cou

ld
 

h
a

v
e g

o
 t t en

 O
sw

a
ld

 to
 

to
u

ch
 th

a
t rifle w

ith
 a

 
1
0
-fo

o
t p

o
le?

 O
f co

u
rse,  

not." M
IN

U
T

E
 G

A
P

S
 

L
an

e also su
ggests it is 

"curious" that a D
allas po-

lice officer found a print on 
th

e rifle an
d

 "
lifted

"
 it off 

th
e w

ea
p

o
n

 a
n

d
 th

a
t a

n
 

F
B

I exp
ert w

as u
n

ab
le to 

fin
d

 an
y trace of th

e p
rin

t 
o
n

 th
e g

u
n

 sev
era

l d
a
y
s 

la
ter. T

h
e rea

d
er m

ig
h

t 
a

lso
 fin

d
 it cu

rio
u

s th
a

t 
. L

ane does not m
ention that 

su
b

seq
u

en
t F

B
I p

h
o
to

-
grap

h
s of th

e lifted
 p

rin
t 

sh
ow

ed
 m

in
u

te gap
s. T

h
ey 

exactly m
atch

ed
 n

ick
s an

d
 

p
ittin

gs in
 th

e m
etal of th

e 
rifle from

 w
h

ich
 th

e p
rin

t 
w

as taken. 
A

n
o

th
er sta

ff m
em

b
er 

talked of L
ane's book. 

"H
e attem

pts to discredit 
th

e co
m

m
issio

n
 o

n
 h

u
n

-
dreds of counts and to sug-
gest such an enorm

ous lev-
el of in

com
p

eten
ce or d

is-
h

on
esty as to m

ak
e h

is en
-

tire argu
m

en
t rid

icu
lou

s. 
H

ad som
eone set out to de-

sign
 a com

m
ission

 of th
e 

in
com

p
eten

ce L
an

e attrib
-

utes to it, I doubt very seri-
o

u
sly

 th
a

t it co
u

ld
 ev

er 
have been done. H

ad he fo-
cu

sed
 u

p
o
n

 so
m

e w
ea

k
-

n
esses of th

e com
m

ission
 

o
r th

e rep
o

rt, h
e m

ig
h

t 
h

ave h
ad

 an
 area of argu

-
m

ent." W
E

A
K

N
E

SSE
S 

A
n

d
 th

e sta
ff a

g
rees 

th
ere w

ere w
ea

k
n

esses. 
S

o
m

e w
ere o

f o
m

issio
n

; 
th

e com
m

ission
 m

ost cer- 

L
ay treatin

g evaten
ce an

a 
w

itn
esses o

r, fa
r w

o
rse, 

they w
ere involved in a su-

p
erp

lot. If th
e latter w

ere 
th

e case, it w
ou

ld
 m

ean
, 

b
eca

u
se o

f th
e in

trica
cy

 
and range of the investiga-
tio

n
, a

 co
n

sp
ira

cy
 o

f a
l-

m
ost universal dim

ensions. 
A

s y
et, th

ere is n
o
 su

ch
 

evidence. 
T

h
e rep

o
rt v

 a
t u

m
es 

th
em

selves are an
 irritat-

in
g th

in
g. T

h
e first 15 are 

testim
ony, m

ost of it taken 
b

y th
e com

m
ission

 staff. 
T

h
e rem

ain
in

g 11, w
h

ich
 

lam
entably have no central 

in
d

ex, are as tid
ily p

ack
ed

 
as a b

eatn
ik

's d
u

ffle b
ag. 

T
h

ere is little or n
o ord

er. 
A

 sea
rch

 fo
r a

 sp
ecific 

statem
en

t or affid
avit can

 
tak

e h
ou

rs. O
n

e of th
e in

-
ten

se coterie of assassin
a-

tion buffs, Sylvia M
eagher, 

h
as m

ad
e an

 in
d

ex on
 h

er 
ow

n. B
ut it, too, is fallible. 

C
O

M
IC

 T
R

O
U

B
L

E
S 

Y
et the volum

es, particu-
larly th

e testim
on

y, h
ave a 

certa
in

 fa
scin

a
tio

n
. T

h
e 

ran
ge of ch

aracters is T
ol-

stoyan
. T

h
ere is th

e P
resi-

d
en

t of th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates, 

the Secretary of State. A
nd 

a
 p

ro
stitu

te. T
h

ere is a
 

d
ash

in
g, R

u
ssian

-b
orn

 oil 
m

an
 w

h
o k

n
ew

 b
oth

 O
s-

w
ald

 an
d

 Jacq
u

elin
e K

en
-

n
ed

y an
d

 w
h

ose am
atory 

troubles w
ith a L

atin beau-
ty

 a
re tru

ly
 co

m
ic. A

n
d

 
there is a laborer w

ho told 
the august m

em
bers of the 

com
m

ission in blunt term
s 

w
h

at h
e th

ou
gh

t w
h

en
 h

e 
h

eard
 a rifle go off ab

ove 
h

is h
ead

 in
 th

e d
ep

ository 
building- 

T
h

e critics are eq
u

ally 
d

iverse. T
h

ere is H
arold

 
W

e
isb

e
r

g, 
a M

arylan
d

 
p

ou
ltrym

an
 w

h
o w

as on
ce 

N
ation

al B
arb

ecu
e K

in
g 

an
d

 claim
s h

is "
G

eese for 
P

eace"
 cam

p
aign

 got th
e 

P
eace C

orp
s its first good

 
publicity break. W

eisberg,  

m
g w

h
y h

e accep
ted

 m
ate-

rial con
trary to th

e com
-

m
ission

's con
clu

sion
s an

d
 

rejected
 m

aterial th
at su

p
-

ports the com
m

ission. 
S

o
, o

n
 a

lm
o

st h
is la

st 
page, L

ane indentifies him
-

self: h
e is a p

rosecu
tor, u

s-
in

g th
e d

efen
d

an
t com

m
is-

sion
's ow

n
 w

itn
esses an

d
 

testim
ony. B

ut not all of it. 
"

I h
a
v
en

 't fo
u

n
d

 a
n

y
-

th
in

g
 o

f th
eirs th

a
t ev

en
 

m
ak

es a p
ositive con

trib
u

-
tion

,"
 said

 on
e of th

e sen
-

ior com
m

ission counsels of 
the critics. 

O
ne can assum

e the com
-

m
ission

 staff w
ou

ld
 stan

d
 

b
y its w

ork
. Its statem

en
ts 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e con
sid

ered
 w

ith
 

th
at in

 m
in

d
. O

n
e, h

ow
ev-

er, sh
o
u

ld
 a

p
p

ro
a
ch

 th
e 

critics w
ith

 sim
ilar d

isp
as-

sion
. R

ead
 th

em
. B

u
t read

 
w

h
at th

ey criticize as w
ell. 

If it is iro
n

ic th
a

t th
e re-

p
ort is th

eir fou
n

d
ation

, it 
is also convenient. O

ne can 
read and com

pare. 
'D

IS
P

E
L

 R
U

M
O

R
' 

E
p

ste
in

 p
r
e
su

m
a
b

ly
 

read
. H

e fou
n

d
 th

e com
-

m
ission had uttered "polit-

ical truth." It sought to dis-
pel rum

or and keep A
m

eri-
ca clean

, n
ot to d

eterm
in

e 
tact. 

B
u

t n
eith

er E
d

w
ard

 Jay 
E

pstein nor E
arl W

arren is 
the jury. T

he public is. A
nd 

th
ere is m

ore to th
e case 

for th
e govern

m
en

t th
an

 
the public m

ay have heard. 
T

h
e p

u
b

lic m
ay k

n
ow

 of 
th

e sin
gle b

u
llet th

eory. It 
is a ch

ain
 of circu

m
stan

ce, 
linked by assum

ptions. It is 
a ch

ain
 th

at lead
s to L

ee 
H

arvey O
sw

ald
 as th

e as-
sassin

. B
u

t it is vu
ln

erab
le, 

as all ch
ain

s. If on
e of its 

lin
k

s b
rea

k
s, it d

o
es n

o
t 

hold , 
II--A

 S
in

gle B
u

llet, 
A

 S
in

gu
lar T

h
eory 

B
u

llet 399 . . T
h

e firin
g 

tim
e of a m

ail-ord
er rifle 

... A
n

 am
ateu

r m
otion

 p
ic- 

n
ese, a

t th
e D

a
ce o

f h
is 

h
ea

d
 a

n
d

 k
illed

 h
im

. A
 

third bullet m
issed. 

A
n

y argu
m

en
t th

at L
ee 

H
arvey O

sw
ald

 w
as th

e 
lon

e assassin
 or h

e w
asn

't 
stem

s from
 this theory. 

T
h

e th
eory is cen

tral to 
th

ese com
m

ission
 con

clu
-

sions: 
• T

h
a

t a
ll th

e sh
o

ts 
fired

 at th
e P

resid
en

t an
d

 
G

overnor w
ere fired from

 
O

sw
ald's sniper's perch on 

th
e six

th
 flo

o
r o

f T
ex

a
s 

S
ch

aal B
ook

 D
ep

ository, 
overlook

in
g D

ealey P
laza 

in
 D

allas —
 an

d
 from

 n
o 

other place. 
• T

h
a

t a
ll th

e sh
o

ts 
w

ere fired
 from

 a 6.5m
m

 
M

an
n

lich
er-carcan

o rifle, 
o

w
n

ed
 b

y
 O

sw
a

ld
, a

n
d

 
found on the sixth floor aft-
er the assassination —

 and 
n

o
 o

th
er w

ea
p

o
n

 in
 th

e 
w

orld. 
• T

h
a

t a
ll th

e sh
o

ts 
w

ere fired
 b

y L
ee H

arvey 
O

sw
ald

 an
d

 n
o oth

er p
er-

son. 
In

 arrivin
g at th

e sin
gle 

b
u

llet th
eory, th

e com
m

is-
sion itself laid the ground-
w

ork
 for its p

ossib
le ch

al-
len

ge b
y sayin

g In
 th

e re-
port: 
- A

lthough it is not neces-
sary to an

y essen
tial fin

d
-

in
gs of th

e com
m

ission
 to 

d
eterm

in
e ju

st w
h

ich
 sh

ot 
hit G

ov. C
onnally, there is 

very p
ersu

asive evid
en

ce 
from

 th
e exp

erts to in
d

i-
cate th

at th
e sam

e b
u

llet 
w

h
ich

 p
ierced

 th
e P

resi-
d

en
t's th

roat also cau
sed

 
G

ov. C
onnally's w

ounds." 
B

ut if that didn't happen, 
the theory teeters —

 and so 
d

oes th
e case again

st O
s-

w
ald as the lone assassin. 

'N
O

T
 A

L
L

' 
T

h
e critics h

ave assau
lt-

ed the theory. B
ut not w

ith 
n

ew
 evid

en
ce. T

h
ey h

ave 
u

sed
 con

jectu
re in

stead
 of 

fact. A
n

d
 w

h
en

 th
ey d

ig 
in

to
 th

e rep
o
rt fo

r ev
a
  

says th
e G

overn
or. H

e re-
cites h

is recollection
 of th

e 
sequence in w

hich he heard 
a shot and then felt him

self 
sh

ot —
 an

d
 sin

ce a b
u

llet 
travels faster th

an
 sou

n
d

 
h

ow
 cou

ld
 h

e h
ave h

eard
 

the sam
e shot that hit him

? 
B

u
t th

e
 c

o
m

m
issio

n
 

fo
u

n
d

 it co
u

ld
 n

 o
f b

e so
 

certain
. T

h
ere w

as oth
er 

evid
en

ce w
h

ich
 in

d
icated

 
th

e G
overn

or cou
ld

 b
e in

 
error about his reconstruc-
tion. 

T
H

E
 F

IL
M

 
T

h
e G

overn
or w

as clear 
a
b

o
u

t b
ein

g
 h

it in
 th

e 
ch

est. B
u

t h
e d

id
 n

ot k
n

ow
 

u
n

til th
e n

ex
t d

a
y
 th

a
t a

 
bullet had gone through his 
w

rist an
d

 h
it h

is th
igh

. H
e 

thought there w
ere 10 to 12 

secon
d

s b
etw

een
 th

e first 
and last shots. B

ut analysis 
of th

e Z
ap

ru
d

er film
 in

d
i-

cated
 th

at th
ere w

ere 5.6 
secon

d
s d

u
rin

g w
h

ich
 on

e 
shot w

ounded K
ennedy and 

another killed him
. 

T
h

ere • also w
as u

n
cer-

tainty due to the testim
ony 

of C
on

n
ally an

d
 h

is w
ife 

N
ellie. T

he G
overnor testi-

fied
 th

at K
en

n
ed

y w
as h

it 
an

d
 h

ad
 h

is h
an

d
s at h

is 
th

roat. A
n

d
 th

en
, h

e said
, 

h
e w

a
s h

it b
y

 a
 seco

n
d

 
shot. H

is w
ife agrees. 

T
H

E
 C

O
N

 N
A

 L
L

Y
S 

"
I im

m
ed

iately, w
h

en
 I 

w
as hit, I said, 'O

h, no, no, 
n

o.' A
n

d
 th

en
 I said

, 'M
y 

G
od

, th
ey are goin

g to k
ill 

us all,' " C
onnally testified. 

. B
u

t M
rs. C

on
n

ally testi-
fied: 

"
A

s th
e first sh

o
t w

a
s 

h
it, an

d
 I tu

rn
ed

 to look
 at 

th
e sa

m
e tim

e, I reca
ll 

Joh
n

 sayin
g, 'O

h
, n

o, n
o, 

n
o.' T

h
en

 th
ere w

as a sec-
on

d
 sh

ot, an
d

 it h
it Joh

n
, 

an
d

 as h
e recoiled

 to th
e 

righ
t, ju

st cru
m

p
led

 lik
e a 

w
o

u
n

d
ed

 a
n

im
a

l to
 th

e 
righ

t, h
e said

, 'M
y G

od
, 

th
ey

 a
re g

o
in

g
 to

 k
ill u

s  

w
uuia nave peen necessary 

for the bullet to then m
ake 

a
n

 u
p

w
a

rd
 tu

rn
 to

 g
o

 
th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e to

p
 o

f h
is 

righ
t w

rist an
d

 th
en

 com
e 

dow
n to a point five inches 

above his left knee. 
H

ad
 th

ere n
ot b

een
 th

e 
Z

ap
ru

d
er film

, it is p
ossi-

b
le

 th
a
t in

v
e
stig

a
to

r
s 

m
ight have reached a sim

-
p

le co
n

clu
sio

n
 —

th
ree 

w
ounds-three bullets. 

T
H

E
 W

IT
N

E
S

S
E

S
 , 

T
h

ree u
sed

 sh
ells n

ear 
th

e sixth
-floor w

in
d

ow
 of 

the depository fortified the 
co

n
clu

sio
n

 th
ere w

ere 
three shots. A

nd of the 205 
p

e
r
s
o
n

s
 w

h
o
 g

a
v
e
 

statem
en

ts regard
in

g th
e 

n
u

m
b

er of sh
ots, 119 said

 
th

ey
 h

ea
rd

 th
ree, sev

en
 

h
eard

 tw
o or m

ore an
d

 39 
heard "som

e." E
leven said 

th
ey

 h
ea

rd
 fo

u
r a

n
d

 a
 

h
a
n

d
fu

l sa
id

 th
ere w

ere 
even m

ore. 
In

 an
alyzin

g th
e Z

ap
ru

-
d

er film
, th

e com
m

ission
 

fo
u

n
d

 th
a
t a

t th
e m

o
st 

there w
as a 1.6 second tim

e 
span during w

hich K
enne-

dy and the G
overnor w

ere 
first w

ounded. 
T

h
is w

as d
eterm

in
ed

 b
y 

m
easu

rin
g th

e  op
eratin

g 
sp

eed
 of th

e cam
era. Z

a-
p

ru
d

es 's ex
p

o
sed

 1
8

,3
 

fram
es p

er secon
d

. O
th

er 
evid

en
ce —

 th
e sh

ells an
d

 
rifle in

 th
e d

ep
ository, th

e 
r
ifle

 se
e
n

 p
r
o

tr
u

d
in

g
 

th
rou

gh
 th

e w
in

d
ow

, th
e 

n
atu

re of w
ou

n
d

s, an
d

 so 
on

 —
 estab

lish
ed

 th
at th

e 
sixth floor of the depository 
w

as one fixed point. T
he al-

ro o s 1 foot-b
y-foot m

ove-
m

en
ts of th

e p
resid

en
tial 

lim
o
u

sin
e —

 a
s d

em
o
n

-
strated

 b
y th

e Z
ap

ru
d

er 
m

o
v
ie a

n
d

 o
th

er p
h

o
to

-
grap

h
s —

 p
rovid

ed
 oth

er 
fixed points. 

O
N

E
 D

R
A

W
B

A
C

K
 

B
u

t th
e Z

ap
ru

d
er film

 
h

a
d

 o
n

e d
ra

w
h

a
c.k

: th
e 

p
rogress of th

e lim
ou

sin
e  

elin
g at a rate of 112 m

iles 
an hour. 

W
eisb

erg says th
e com

-
putations are m

eaningless. 
H

e says th
ere is evid

en
ce 

th
e P

resid
en

t w
as h

it ear-
lier. H

e cites Z
ap

ru
d

er's 
testim

ony in V
ol. V

II, P
age 

571. Z
ap

ru
d

er w
as b

ein
g 

questioned by W
esley L

ie-
b

eler an
d

 w
as d

escrib
in

g 
d

etails regard
in

g d
ifferen

t 
fram

es. In reference to the 
m

o
v

em
en

t o
f th

e lim
o

u
-

sine, Z
apruder says: 

"
It 

reach
ed

 ab
ou

t —
 I 

im
agine it w

as around here 
—

 I b
ea

rd
 th

e first sh
o
t 

a
n

d
 I sa

w
 th

e P
resid

en
t 

lean
 over an

d
 grab

 h
im

-
self."

 
"

L
a

w
y

ers k
n

o
w

 v
ery

 
w

ell th
a
t su

ch
 w

o
rd

s a
s 

'h
ere.' in

 testim
on

y relat-
in

g
 to

 a
 lo

ca
tio

n
 reflect 

n
o

th
in

g
 o

n
 th

e p
rin

ted
 

p
age. W

h
en

 th
ey w

an
t th

e 
testim

o
n

y
 cla

r, th
ey

 a
sk

 
th

e w
itn

ess to id
en

tify th
e 

sp
ot m

ean
t b

y 'H
ere.' Z

a-
p

ru
d

er w
as n

ot ask
ed

 to 
e
x

p
la

in
 w

h
e
r
e
 'h

e
r
e
' 

W
as," W

eisberg says. A
nd 

then he says: 
A

 C
O

N
C

L
U

S
IO

N
 

"B
u

t th
e startlin

g m
ean

-
in

g of Z
ap

ru
d

er's testim
o-

n
y is th

is: H
e saw

 th
e first 

sh
ot h

it th
e P

resid
en

t. H
e 

d
escrib

ed
 th

e P
resid

en
t's 

rea
ctio

n
 to

 it. H
a

d
 th

e 
P

resid
en

t b
een

 ob
scu

red
 

b
y

 th
e sig

n
, Z

a
p

ru
d

er 
co

u
ld

 h
a
v
e seen

 n
o
n

e o
f 

th
is. T

h
erefore, th

e P
resi-

d
e
n

t w
a
s h

it p
r
io

r
 to

 
F

ram
e 210, prior to F

ram
e 

205, the last one that show
s 

the top of his head .. ." 
T

u
rn

 to P
age 574 of th

e 
sam

e volu
m

e an
d

 th
ere is 

Z
ap

ru
d

er b
ein

g sp
ecific. 

H
e is sh

o
w

n
 F

ra
m

e =
5

, 
w

h
ich

 is th
e first o

n
e in

 
w

hich the P
resident can be 

se
e
n

 a
s th

e
 lim

o
u

sin
e
 

em
erges from

 b
eh

in
d

 th
e 

sig
n

. T
h

e P
resid

en
t a

p
-

p
ea

rs to
 h

a
v
e h

is h
a
n

d
s  

p
oin

t, at w
n

icn
 u

on
n

ak
ty 

cou
ld

 h
ave b

een
 h

it, con
-

sistent w
ith his w

ounds. 
B

u
t w

h
en

 th
en

 w
a
s th

e 
G

overnor hit? O
n the baiis 

of com
p

u
tation

s an
d

 th
e 

visib
le m

ovem
en

ts of th
e 

G
o
v
ern

o
r, it w

a
s d

eter-
m

in
ed

 th
at at th

e very lat-
est, he could not have been 
hit after F

ram
e 240. 

1.6 S
E

C
O

N
D

S
 

T
hat w

ould m
ean that if 

th
e P

resid
en

t w
a

s h
it a

t 
F

ram
e 210 an

d
 th

e G
over-

nor at F
ram

e 240, it w
ould 

h
a
v
e o

ccu
rred

  w
ith

in
 a

 
span of 1.6 seconds. 

T
h

is tim
e elem

en
t is im

-
p

ortan
t to th

e com
m

ission
 

—
 and the critics. 
F

iring tests of the M
ann-

licher-C
arcano show

ed that 
th

ree m
a
ster rifle m

en
 

cou
ld

n
't fire it an

d
 w

ork
 

the bolt and get off another 
rou

n
d

 in
 less th

an
 2.3 sec-

onds. 
If th

e tim
e sp

an
 b

etw
een

 
th

e K
en

n
ed

y an
d

 C
on

n
ally 

w
ounds is reduced too rad-

ica
lly

, th
e critics' a

rg
u

-
m

en
t m

igh
t falter b

ecau
se 

the shorter tim
e w

ould sup-
p

ort th
e p

lau
sib

ility of on
e 

b
u

llet h
ittin

g
 b

o
th

 m
en

. 
B

u
t th

e critics ten
d

 to su
p

-
port C

onnally's contention 
th

at h
e m

ost lik
ely w

as h
it 

during F
ram

es 231 to 234. 
T

H
E

 T
H

E
O

R
Y

 
M

ien
 S

p
ecter, n

ow
 d

is-
trict attorn

ey of P
h

ilad
el-

p
h

ia, w
as th

e com
m

ission
 

c
o

u
n

se
l g

e
n

e
r
a

lly
 d

e
-

scrib
ed

 as ch
ief arch

itect 
of th

e sin
gle b

u
llet th

eory. 
H

e an
d

 L
ieb

eler b
oth

 say 
th

a
t th

e Z
a
p

ru
d

er film
 

sh
ow

s th
at on

 F
ram

e 230 
th

e G
overn

or's righ
t 

arm
 

can
 b

e seen
 ab

ove th
e sid

e 
of th

e car an
d

 th
at h

e w
as 

p
ro

b
a

b
ly

 in
 h

is d
ela

y
ed

 
reaction

 to h
is w

ou
n

d
s at 

th
at p

oin
t. O

n
 th

at p
rem

-
ise th

ere w
a

s little m
o

re 
than a second betw

een th
e 

—
T

urn to Page. 38 



rrsi exp
ert w

as im
am

 tu
 

fin
d

 an
y trace of th

e p
rin

t 
o
n

 th
e g

u
n

 sev
era

l d
a
y
s 

la
ter. T

h
e rea

d
er m

ig
h

t 
a

lso
 fm

d
 it cu

rio
u

s th
a

t 
. L

ane does not m
ention that 

su
b

seq
u

en
t F

B
I p

h
o

to
-

grap
h

s of th
e lifted

 p
rin

t 
sh

ow
ed

 m
in

u
te gap

s. T
h

ey 
exactly m

atch
ed

 n
ick

s an
d

 
p

ittin
gs in

 th
e m

etal of th
e 

rifle from
 w

h
ich

 th
e p

rin
t 

w
as taken. 
A

n
o
th

er sta
ff m

em
b

er 
talked of L

ane's book. 
"H

e attem
pts to discredit 

th
e co

m
m

issio
n

 o
n

 h
u

n
-

dreds of counts and to sug-
gest such an enorm

ous lev-
el of in

com
p

eten
ce or d

is-
h

on
esty as to m

ak
e h

is en
-

tire argu
m

en
t rid

icu
lou

s. 
H

ad som
eone set out to de-

sign
 a com

m
ission

 of th
e 

in
com

p
eten

ce L
an

e attrib
-

utes to it, I doubt very seri-
o

u
sly

 th
a

t it co
u

ld
 ev

er 
have been done. H

ad he fo-
cu

sed
 u

p
o
n

 so
m

e w
ea

k
-

n
esses of th

e com
m

ission
 

o
r th

e rep
o
rt, h

e m
ig

h
t 

h
ave h

ad
 an

 area of argu
-

m
en

t."
 W
E

A
K

N
E

S
S

E
S

 

A
n

d
 th

e sta
ff a

g
rees 

th
e
r
e
 

w
ere w

eak
n

esses. 
S

o
m

e w
ere o

f o
m

issio
n

; 
the com

m
ission

 m
ost cer- 

A
 sea

rch
 fo

r a
 sp

ecific 
statem

en
t or affid

avit can
 

tak
e h

ou
rs. O

n
e of th

e in
-

ten
se coterie of assassin

a-
tion buffs, Sylvia M

eagher, 
h

as m
ad

e an
 in

d
ex on

 h
er 

ow
n. B

ut it, too, is fallible. 

C
O

M
IC

 T
R

O
U

B
L

E
S

 
Y

et the volum
es, particu-

larly th
e testim

on
y, h

ave a 
certa

in
 fa

scin
a
tio

n
. T

h
e 

ran
ge of ch

aracters is T
ol-

stoyan
. T

h
ere is th

e P
resi-

d
en

t of th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates. 

the Secretary of State. A
nd 

a
 p

ro
stitu

te. T
h

ere is a
 

d
ash

in
g, R

u
ssian

-b
orn

 oil 
m

an
 w

h
o k

n
ew

 b
oth

 O
s-

w
ald

 an
d

 Jacq
u

elin
e K

en
-

n
ed

y an
d

 w
h

ose am
atory 

troubles w
ith a L

atin beau-
ty

 a
re tru

ly
 co

m
ic. A

n
d

 
th

ere is a lab
orer w

h
o told

 
th

e au
gu

st m
em

b
ers of th

e 
com

m
ission

 in
 b

lu
n

t term
s 

w
h

at h
e th

ou
gh

t w
h

en
 h

e 
h

eard
 a rifle go off ab

ove 
h

is h
ead

 in
 th

e d
ep

ository 
building- 

T
h

e critics are eq
u

ally 
d

iverse. T
h

ere is H
arold

 
W

eisb
erg

, a
 M

a
ry

la
n

d
 

p
ou

ltrym
an

 w
h

o w
as on

ce 
N

ation
al B

arb
ecu

e K
in

g 
an

d
 claim

s h
is "

G
eese for 

P
eace"

 cam
p

aign
 got th

e 
P

eace C
orp

s its first good
 

publicity break. W
eisberg,  

th
at in

 m
in

d
. O

n
e, h

ow
ev-

er, sh
o
u

ld
 a

p
p

ro
a
ch

 th
e 

critics w
ith

 sim
ilar d

isp
as-

sion. R
ead them

. B
ut read

 
w

h
at th

ey criticize as w
ell. 

If it is iron
ic th

at th
e re-

p
ort is th

eir fou
n

d
ation

, it 
is also convenient. O

ne can 
read and com

pare. 
'D

IS
P

E
L

 R
U

M
O

R
' 

E
p

stein
 p

resu
m

a
b

ly
 

read
. H

e fou
n

d
 th

e com
-

m
ission had uttered "polit-

ical truth." It sought to dis-
pel rum

or and keep A
m

eri-
ca clean

, n
ot to d

eterm
in

e 
tact. 

B
u

t n
eith

er E
d

w
ard

 Jay 
E

pstein nor E
arl W

arren is 
the jury. T

he public is. A
nd 

th
ere is m

ore to th
e case 

for th
e govern

m
en

t th
an

 
the public m

ay have heard. 
T

h
e p

u
b

lic m
ay k

n
ow

 of 
th

e sin
gle b

u
llet th

eory. It 
is a ch

ain
 of circu

m
stan

ce, 
linked by assum

ptions. It is 
a ch

ain
 th

at lead
s to L

ee 
H

arvey O
sw

ald
 as th

e as-
sassin. B

ut it is vulnerable, 
as all ch

ain
s. If on

e of its 
lin

k
s b

rea
k

s, it d
o
es n

o
t 

hold 
H

—
A S

in
gle B

u
llet, 

A
 S

in
gu

lar T
h

eory 
B

u
llet 399 . . . T

h
e firin

g 
tim

e of a m
ail-ord

er rifle 
... A

n
 am

ateu
r m

otion
 p

ic- 

M
annlicher-C

arcano rifle, 
o

w
n

ed
 b

y
 O

sw
a

ld
, 

and 
found on the sixth floor aft-
er the assassination —

 and 
n

o
 o

th
er w

ea
p

o
n

 in
 th

e 
w

orld. 
a
 T

h
a
t a

ll th
e sh

o
ts 

w
ere fired

 b
y L

ee H
arvey 

O
sw

ald
 an

d
 n

o oth
er p

er-
son. 

In
 arrivin

g at th
e sin

gle 
b

u
llet th

eory, th
e con

u
n

is-
sion

 itself laid
 th

e grou
n

d
-

w
ork

 for its p
ossib

le ch
al-

len
ge b

y sayin
g in

 th
e re-

port: 
"A

lthough it is not neces-
sary to an

y essen
tial fin

d
-

in
gs of th

e com
m

ission
 to 

d
eterm

in
e ju

st w
h

ich
 sh

ot 
h

it G
ov. C

on
n

ally, th
ere is 

very p
ersu

asive evid
en

ce 
from

 th
e exp

erts to in
d

i-
cate th

at th
e sam

e b
u

llet 
w

h
ich

 p
ierced

 th
e P

resi-
d

en
t's th

roat also cau
sed

 
G

ov. C
onnally's w

ounds." 
B

ut if that didn't happen, 
the theory teeters —

 and so 
d

oes th
e case again

st O
s-

w
ald as the lone assassin. 

'N
O

T
 A

L
L

' 
T

h
e critics h

ave assau
lt-

ed the theory. B
ut not w

ith 
n

ew
 evid

en
ce. T

h
ey h

ave 
u

sed
 con

jectu
re in

stead
 of 

fact. A
n

d
 w

h
en

 th
ey d

ig 
in

to
 th

e rep
o
rt fo

r ev
i- 

bullet had gone through his 
w

rist an
d

 h
it h

is th
igh

. H
e 

thought there w
ere 10 to 12 

secon
d

s b
etw

een
 th

e first 
and last shots. B

ut analysis 
of th

e Z
ap

ru
d

er film
 in

d
i-

cated
 th

at th
ere w

ere 5.6 
secon

d
s d

u
rin

g w
h

ich
 on

e 
shot w

ounded K
ennedy and 

another killed him
. 

T
h

ere ' also w
as u

n
cer-

tainty due to the testim
ony 

of C
on

n
olly an

d
 h

is w
ife 

N
ellie. T

h
e G

overn
or testi-

fied
 th

at K
en

n
ed

y w
as h

it 
an

d
 h

ad
 h

is h
an

d
s at h

is 
th

roat. A
n

d
 th

en
, h

e said
, 

h
e w

a
s h

it b
y

 a
 seco

n
d

 
shot. H

is w
ife agrees. 

T
H

E
 C

O
N

N
A

L
L

Y
S

 
"

I im
m

ed
iately, w

h
en

 I 
w

as hit, 1 said, 'O
h, no, no, 

n
o.' A

n
d

 th
en

 I said
, 'M

y 
G

od
, th

ey are goin
g to k

ill 
us all,' " C

onnally testified. 
B

u
t M

rs. C
on

n
ally testi-

fied: 
"

A
s th

e first sh
o

t w
a

s 
h

it, an
d

 1 tu
rn

ed
 to look

 at 
th

e sa
m

e tim
e, I reca

ll 
Joh

n
 sayin

g, `O
h

, n
o, n

o, 
n

o.' T
h

en
 th

ere w
as a sec-

on
d

 sh
ot, an

d
 it h

it Joh
n

, 
an

d
 as h

e recoiled
 to th

e 
righ

t, ju
st cru

m
p

led
 lik

e a 
w

o
u

n
d

ed
 a

n
im

a
l to

 th
e 

rig
h

t, h
e sa

id
, 'M

y
 G

o
d

, 
th

ey
 a

re g
o
in

g
 to

 k
ill u

s 
au., 

a
 U

M
 L

./ 
n

4
1
3
. 1

 C
60411.11116 

In
c
 

n
u

m
b

er of sh
ots. 119 said

 
th

ey
 h

ea
rd

 th
ree, sev

en
 

h
eard

 tw
o or m

ore an
d

 39 
heard "som

e." E
leven said 

th
ey

 h
ea

rd
 fo

u
r a

n
d

 a
 

h
an

d
fu

l said
 th

ere w
ere 

even m
ore. 

In
 an

alyzin
g th

e Z
ap

ru
-

d
er film

, th
e com

m
ission

 
fo

u
n

d
 th

a
t a

t th
e m

o
st 

there w
as a 1.6 second tim

e 
span during w

hich K
enne-

dy and the G
overnor w

ere 
first w

ounded. 
T

h
is w

as d
eterm

in
ed

 b
y 

m
easu

rin
g th

e  op
eratin

g 
sp

eed
 of th

e cam
era. Z

a-
p

r u
d

er 's 
exp

osed
 18.3 

fram
es p

er secon
d

. O
th

er 
evid

en
ce —

 th
e sh

ells an
d

 
rifle In

 th
e d

ep
ository, th

e 
r
ifle

 se
e
n

 p
r
o

tr
u

d
in

g
 

th
rou

gh
 th

e w
in

d
ow

, th
e 

n
atu

re of w
ou

n
d

s, an
d

 so 
on

 —
 estab

lish
ed

 th
at th

e 
sixth floor of the depository 
w

as one fixed point. T
he al-

m
ost foot-b

y-foot m
ove-

m
en

ts of th
e p

resid
en

tial 
lim

o
u

sin
e —

 a
s d

em
o
n

-
strated

 b
y th

e Z
ap

ru
d

er 
m

o
v
ie a

n
d

 o
th

er p
h

o
to

-
grap

h
s —

 p
rovid

ed
 oth

er 
fixed points. 

O
N

E
 D

R
A

W
B

A
C

K
 

B
u

t th
e Z

ap
ru

d
er film

 
h

a
d

 o
n

e d
ra

w
b

a
ck

; th
e 

p
rogress of th

e lim
ou

sin
e  

seu
.-  

"
L

a
w

y
ers k

n
o
w

 
ve

ry 
w

ell th
a
t su

ch
 w

o
rd

s a
s 

'h
ere,' in

 testim
on

y relat-
in

g
 to

 a
 lo

ca
tio

n
 reflect 

n
o
th

in
g
 o

n
 th

e p
rin

ted
 

p
age. W

h
en

 th
ey w

an
t th

e 
testim

on
y clear, th

ey ask
 

th
e w

itn
ess to id

en
tify th

e 
sp

ot m
ean

t b
y 'H

ere.' Z
a-

p
ru

d
er w

as n
ot ask

ed
 to 

e
x

p
la

in
 w

h
e
r
e
 'h

e
r
e
' 

W
as," W

eisberg says. A
nd 

then he says: 
A

 C
O

N
C

L
U

S
IO

N
 

"
B

u
t th

e startlin
g m

ean
-

in
g of Z

ap
ru

d
er's testim

o-
n

y is th
is: H

e saw
 th

e first 
sh

ot h
it th

e P
resid

en
t. H

e 
d

escrib
ed

 th
e P

resid
en

t's 
rea

ctio
n

 to
 it. H

a
d

 th
e 

P
resid

en
t b

een
 ob

scu
red

 
b

y
 th

e sig
n

, Z
a
p

 r u
d

e r 
cou

ld
 h

ave seen
 n

on
e 

o
f 

th
is

. T
h
e
re

fo
re

, th
e
 P

re
s
i-

d
e

n
t w

a
s
 

h
it p

r
io

r
 to

 
F

ram
e 210, prior' to F

ram
e 

N
5

, th
e

 la
st o

n
e

 th
a

t sh
o

w
s 

th
e

 ta
p

 o
f h

is h
e

a
d

 
T

u
rn

 to P
age 574 of th

e 
sam

e volu
m

e an
d

 th
ere is 

Z
ap

ru
d

er b
ein

g sp
ecific. 

H
e is sh

ow
n

 F
ram

e 225, 
w

h
ich

 is th
e first o

n
e in

 
w

hich the P
resident can be 

se
e
n

 a
s th

e
 lim

o
u

sin
e
 

em
erges from

 b
eh

in
d

 th
e 

sig
n

. T
h

e P
resid

en
t a

p
-

p
ea

rs to
 h

a
v

e h
is h

a
n

d
s 

F
iring tests of the M

ann-
licher-C

arcano show
ed that 

th
ree m

a
ster r iflem

en
 

co
u

ld
n

't fire it a
n

d
 w

elt 
the bolt and get off another 
rou

n
d

 in
 less th

an
 2.3 sec-

onds. 
If th

e tim
e sp

an
 b

etw
een

 
the K

ennedy and C
onnally 

w
ounds is reduced too rad-

ica
lly

, th
e critics' a

rg
u

-
m

en
t m

igh
t falter b

ecau
se 

the shorter tim
e w

ould sup-
p

ort th
e p

lau
sib

ility of on
e 

b
u

llet h
ittin

g
 b

o
th

 m
en

. 
B

u
t th

e critics ten
d

 to su
p

-
p

ort C
on

n
ally's con

ten
tion

 
th

at h
e m

ost lik
ely w

as h
it 

during F
ram

es 231 to 234. 
T

H
E

 T
H

E
O

R
Y

 
A

rlen
 S

p
ecter, n

ow
 d

is-
trict attorn

ey of P
h

ilad
el-

p
h

ia, w
as th

e com
m

ission
 

c
o

u
n

se
l g

e
n

e
r
a

lly
 d

e
-

scrib
ed

 as ch
ief arch

itect 
of th

e sin
gle b

u
llet th

eory. 
H

e an
d

 L
ieb

eler b
oth

 say 
th

a
t th

e Z
a

p
ru

d
er film

 
sh

ow
s th

at on
 F

ram
e 230 

th
e G

overn
or's righ

t arm
 

can
 b

e seen
 ab

ove th
e sid

e 
of th

e car an
d

 th
at h

e w
as 

p
ro

b
a

b
ly

 in
 h

is d
ela

y
ed

 
reaction

 to h
is w

ou
n

d
s at 

th
at p

oin
t. O

n
 th

at p
rem

-
ise th

ere w
a
s little m

o
re 

than a second betw
een the 

—
T

urn to Page 38 

F
ro

m
 th

e
 c

o
n

tro
v
e

rs
ia

l Z
a

p
ru

d
e

r m
o

v
ie

 film
: F

ra
m

e
 

2
2

2
 (le

ft) s
h

o
w

s
 J

F
K

 lim
o

u
s
in

e
 e

m
e

rg
in

g
 fro

m
 b

e-
hind sig

n
 o

n
 E

lm
 S

tre
e
t, G

o
ve

rn
o
r C

o
n
n

a
lly tu

rn
in

g
 

to
 th

e
 rig

h
t a

s
 h

e
 s

a
id

 h
e
 d

id
 b

e
fo

re
 h

e
 w

a
s
 h

it. 

C
o

m
m

is
s
io

n
 s

a
y
s
 J

F
K

 w
a

s
 h

it in
 n

e
c
k
 w

h
ile

 o
b

-
s
c
u

re
d

 b
y
 s

ig
n

. N
e

x
t fra

m
e

, 2
2

5
: J

F
K

's
 h

a
n

d
 

re
a
c
h
e
s
 fo

r h
is

 th
ro

a
t a

s
 h

e
 e

m
e
rg

e
s
 fro

m
 b

e
h
in

d
 

s
ig

n
. T

h
ird

 p
h
o
to

 in
 th

is
 s

e
rie

s
 is

 F
ra

m
e
 2

3
0
: C

o
n
_
 

flatly h
as tu

rn
ed

 forw
ard

, b
u

t said
 later h

e d
id

n
't 

th
in

k
 h

e'd
 yet been h

it. C
om

m
ission

 says h
e w

as h
it 

ab
ou

t tim
e of fram

e at righ
t (n

u
m

b
er 234). 

If so, 
all w

ou
n

d
s h

e su
ffered

 cam
e from

 on
e b

u
llet. N

ote 

h
is

 h
a

n
d

 o
n

 d
o

o
r, w

h
ic

h
 c

o
u

ld
 m

e
a

n
 b

u
lle

t h
it h

is
' 

b
a
c
k
 a

t d
o
w

n
w

a
rd

 a
n
g
le

, c
h
a
n
g
e
d
 d

ire
c
tio

n
 to

 h
it 

h
is

 rig
h

t w
ris

t, th
e

n
 c

h
a

n
g

e
d

 o
n

c
e

 m
o

re
 to

 e
n

te
r 

h
is

 le
ft th

ig
h

. 	
L

ife
 M

a
g

a
z
in

e
-T

im
e

, In
c

., C
o

p
y

rig
h

t 1
5

g
3

 



P
eo

p
le h

u
d

d
led

 o
v
er th

eir ch
ild

ren
 a

t D
ea

ley
 P

la
za

 d
u

rin
g
 sh

o
o
tin

g
 

P
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M
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H
eard

 th
e F

irst S
h

ot, 

S
aw

 K
en

n
ed

y L
ean

 O
ver' 

—
F

rom
 P

age 37 

tim
e
 th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t a

n
d
 

G
o

v
ern

o
r w

ere h
it. It can

 
be reduced further w

hen it 
is considered that the P

res-
id

en
t m

ay
 n

o
t h

av
e b

een
 

hit until just before F
ram

e 
225. 

T
h

e
re

 is a
g

re
e
m

e
n

t 
am

ong critics and com
m

is-
sio

n
 ab

o
u
t o

n
e th

in
g
 th

e 
Z

ap
ru

d
er film

 d
o
es sh

o
w

: 
th

e
 sh

o
t th

a
t k

ille
d
 th

e
 

're
sid

e
n

t. T
h

e
 im

p
a
c
t o

f 
th

is h
it is clear in

 F
ram

e 
;313. T

he running tim
e from

 
°fram

e 210 to F
ram

e 313 is 
5.6 seconds. 

T
h
e
 a

g
re

e
m

e
n
t e

n
d
s 

there. B
ecause of the lim

it-
-ed

 firin
g

 cap
acity

 o
f th

e 
M

annlicher-C
arcano, t h e 

critics say
: 

• 
T

h
e  P

resid
en

t a n
 d

 
G

o
v

ern
o

r co
u

ld
 n

o
t h

av
e 

been hit w
ithin 1.6 seconds 

b
y
 tw

o
 ro

u
n
d
s fired

 fro
m

 
th

at rifle, an
d

 
• 

T
hree bullets could not 

have been fired w
ithin 5.6 

seconds. 
E

p
stein

, ex
am

in
in

g
 th

e 
firin

g
 tests b

y
 th

ree ex
-

p
erts, say

s th
ey

 u
sed

 sta-
tionary targets and that the 
tim

e w
as m

easu
red

 fro
m

 
the sound of the first report 
to the sound of the third re-
p
o
rt an

d
 th

u
s h

ad
 u

n
lim

it-
e
d
 tim

e
 to

 a
im

 th
e
 first 

shot. 
"T

his is a significant fac-
to

r. F
o

r ex
am

p
le, if is as-

su
m

ed
 it to

o
k

 th
e assassin

 
o

n
e seco

n
d

 to
 react, aim

 
an

d
 n

u
ll th

e trig
g

er. th
en

  

alone w
ent t h r o u g h the 

P
resid

en
t's n

eck
, h

o
w

 d
id

 
it v

an
ish

 w
ith

o
u

t strik
in

g
 

an
y

o
n

e else o
r an

y
th

in
g

 
else? If th

e G
o

v
ern

o
r w

as 
hit separately, w

hat sort of 
w

ounds w
ould he have suf-

fered
, an

d
 co

u
ld

 th
ey

 th
en

 
have been from

 B
ullet 399? 

A
L

M
O

ST
 U

N
D

A
M

A
G

E
D

 
T

his w
as the bullet, in an 

alm
o
st u

n
d
am

ag
ed

 co
n
d
i-

tio
n

, w
h

ich
 w

as fo
u

n
d

 in
 

P
arkland M

em
orial H

ospi-
tal, w

h
ere b

o
th

 th
e p

resi-
d

en
t an

d
 g

o
v

ern
o

r w
ere 

tak
e n

. T
h

e co
m

m
issio

n
 

say
s it is th

e b
u
llet w

h
ich

 
p

assed
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e p

resi-
d

en
t's n

eck
 an

d
 stru

ck
 th

e 
governor in the chest, w

rist 
and thigh. 

M
ark

 L
an

e d
escrib

es it 
in a chapter entitled "M

ag-
ic B

u
llet." E

p
stein

 calls it 
"T

he S
tretcher B

 u 11 e t." 
"T

he so-called 'found' bul-
let," W

eisb
erg

 say
s, ". . . 

co
u
ld

, fo
r ex

am
p
le, h

av
e 

b
een

 p
lan

ted
 in

 th
e h

o
sp

i-
tal." 

E
x
p
e
rts p

u
t th

e
 b

u
lle

t 
tinder scientific tests w

hich 
th

e
y

 sa
id

 p
ro

v
e
d

 it w
a
s 

fired
 b

y
 th

e M
an

n
lich

er-
C

arcano rifle. 
T

h
e
 6

.5
m

m
 c

 o
p
 p

e
 r-

jack
eted

 b
u
llet w

eig
h
ed

 
1
5
8
.6

 g
rain

s. Its stan
d
ard

 
w

eig
h
t w

o
u

ld
 b

e 1
6
0
-1

6
1
 

g
rain

s. T
h
is w

o
u
ld

 m
ean

 
that B

ullet 399 lost betw
een 

1.4 and 2.4 grains. 
W

IT
N

E
SSE

S 
L

an
d

 an
d

 E
p

stein
 each

 
n

ifn
 

+
11..esn

 	
•..if

.  

w
here. S

hires says there is 
still one in the chest." B

ut 
exam

ine S
hires' testim

ony 
in

 V
o
l. V

I, P
ag

e 1
1
1
, an

d
 

y
o
u
 d

isco
v
er th

at S
h
ires 

h
ad

 ju
st said

 an
y
 k

n
o
w

l-
edge he had about dam

age 
to

 th
e rib

 w
as "o

n
ly

 h
ear-

say
 fro

m
 D

r. S
h
aw

, th
at's 

all." 

S
h
ires w

as n
ex

t ask
ed

 
w

hether he knew
 w

hether 
there w

ere any bullet frag-
m

ents in the chest, and he 
replied: "N

o, again except 
from

 postoperative X
-rays, 

th
ere is a sm

all frag
m

en
t 

rem
ain

in
g
, b

u
t th

e in
itial 

fragm
ents I think D

r. S
haw

 
sa

w
 b

e
fo

re
 I a

rriv
e
d

." 
S

haw
, w

ho treated the gov-
ernor's chest w

ounds, testi-
fied about this in no uncer-
tain term

s. 
"W

e saw
 no evidence of 

an
y

 m
etallic m

aterial in
 

th
e X

-ray
 th

at w
e h

ad
 o

f 
th

e ch
est, an

d
 w

e fo
u

n
d

 
n

o
n

e
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 o

p
e
ra

-
tio

n
," S

h
aw

 said
. H

e h
ad

 
also testified that an X

-ray 
m

ade seven days after the 
shooting disclosed nothing 
except evidence of healing. 

'N
O

T
 A

C
C

U
R

A
T

E
' 

S
haw

 w
as responsible for 

th
e statem

en
t th

ere w
ere 

three grains of m
etal in the 

w
rist w

o
u
n
d
. B

u
t as h

e 
stated in his testim

ony, he 
d
id

 "n
o
t accu

rately
 ex

am
-

ine" this w
ound. T

hat w
as 

G
regory's job. 
N

one of the critics m
en- 

I in
n

,' 	
n

ie
tn

n
t,3

1
1
1
, tlIn

t fi-tn
 

D
r. A

lfred
 G

. O
liv

ier, an
 

expert on bullet w
ounds. 

T
h

is e
x

c
h

a
n

g
e
 to

o
k

 
place: 

"Q
: D

o you have an opin-
io

n
 as to

 w
h
eth

er, in
 fact, 

B
u

llet 3
9

9
 d

id
 cau

se th
e 

w
o
u
n
d
 o

n
 th

e g
o
v
ern

o
r's 

w
rist. assum

ing if you w
ill 

th
a
t it w

a
s th

e
 m

issile
 

fo
u

n
d

 o
n

 th
e g

o
v

ern
o

r's 
stretch

er at P
ark

lan
d

 H
o

s-
pital? 

"D
r. O

livier: 
I believe it 

w
as. T

hat is m
y feeling." 

T
here also w

as testim
ony 

fro
m

 D
rs. S

h
aw

, S
h

ire s 
a
n
d
 G

re
g
o
ry

 th
a
t th

e
y
 

th
o
u
g
h
t o

n
e b

u
llet cau

sed
 

all o
f C

o
n

n
ally

's w
o

u
n

d
s. 

S
h
ires testified

 th
at D

rs. 
R

o
b
e
rt M

c
C

le
lla

n
d
, 

C
h
arles B

ax
ter an

d
 R

alp
h
 

D
on P

atm
an concurred. 

'N
O

T
 T

O
 C

E
R

T
A

IN
T

Y
' 

T
h

e critics each
 say

 th
at 

b
ecau

se o
f th

e m
o
v
em

en
t 

o
f th

e stretch
ers it co

u
ld

 
not be determ

ined to a cer-
tain

ty
 th

at th
e b

u
llet cam

e 
fro

m
 C

o
n

n
ally

's stretch
er 

o
r d

id
n

't co
m

e fro
m

 th
e 

p
resid

en
t's stretch

er. D
ar-

rell T
o

m
lin

so
n

, th
e P

ark
-

land H
ospital engineer w

ho 
found the bullet, could not 
id

en
tify

 th
e stretch

er p
o
si-

tiv
e
l y

. T
h

e
re

 w
e
re

 tw
o

 
stretch

ers in
 th

e co
rrid

o
r 

w
here the bullet w

as found. 
E

p
stein

 say
s, "S

in
ce all 

stretch
ers w

ere ev
en

tu
ally

 
retu

rn
ed

 to
 th

is area to
 b

e 
rem

ad
e, th

e k
ey

 q
u
estio

n
 

w
a
s: W

a
s K

e
n

n
e
d

y
's 

stretch
er retu

rn
ed

 b
efo

re  

ket. W
esley L

iebeler, w
ho 

h
as g

o
n
e fu

rth
er in

to
 th

is 
question, says he has since 
d

e
te

rm
in

e
d

 fro
m

 n
u

rse
 

D
oris N

elson that the tim
e 

w
as clo

ser to
 2

:1
0

 p
.m

. 
E

ith
er w

ay
, it w

o
u
ld

 b
e 

lo
n

g
 after th

e b
u

llet h
ad

 
been discovered. 

C
ould it have been plant-

ed, as W
eisberg suggests? 

T
o
 b

u
y
 th

at, it is n
eces-

sary
 to

 co
n
ju

re a b
ein

g
 o

f 
superior intelligence, craf-
tin

ess an
d
 p

ro
p
h
esy

 w
h
o
 

could have designed a bul-
let w

hich w
ould not be too 

h
eav

y
 o

r lig
h
t to

 co
n
fo

rm
 

to
 frag

m
en

ts fo
u

n
d

 in
 th

e 
g

o
v

ern
o

r's w
o

u
n

d
s; th

at 
w

ould have had the proper 
c
o
n
d
itio

n
 h

a
d
 it g

o
n
e
 

th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 p

re
sid

e
n

t's 
n

eck
 alo

n
e, an

d
 p

erh
ap

s 
sm

ash
ed

 in
to

 th
e lim

o
u

-
sin

e. A
n

d
 w

h
at if an

o
th

er 
bullet had also been found? 

A
U

T
O

P
SY

 R
E

P
O

R
T

 
If th

ere w
as o

n
e w

ay
 to

 
ex

p
lo

d
e th

e sin
g
le b

u
llet 

th
eo

ry
, it rem

ain
ed

 in
 th

e 
resu

lts o
f th

e au
to

p
sy

 re-
p

o
rt, w

h
ich

 w
ill b

e ex
am

-
in

e
d
 in

 d
e
ta

il. If L
a
n
e
, 

O
ne w

ent through his neck. 
It w

as a w
ound doctors say 

h
e w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e su

rv
iv

ed
. 

T
h
e seco

n
d
 b

u
llet stru

ck
 

his skull. It w
as fatal. 

O
N

E
-B

U
L

L
E

T
 T

H
E

O
R

Y
 

T
hese findings are central 

to
 th

e sin
g
le b

u
llet th

eo
ry

. 
T

his theory is that a bullet 
w

en
t th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e p
resi-

dent's neck and w
ent on to 

w
o

u
n

d
 G

o
v

. C
o

n
n

ally
. If 

not, the single bullet theory 
collapses. A

nd so does the 
W

arren
 rep

o
rt co

n
clu

sio
n
 

th
at L

ee H
arv

ey
 O

sw
ald

 
alone fired the bullets. 

T
h

e
 c

ritic
s  h

a
v

e
 c

o
n

-
stru

cted
 th

eir m
ach

in
e o

f 
destruction by selection of 
p
a
rts o

f te
stim

o
n
y
 a

n
d
 

parts of evidence from
 the 

W
arren

 rep
o

rt. S
o

m
e o

f it 
has been clever—

and som
e 

absurd. 
W

h
at co

u
ld

 b
e m

o
re ab

-
surd than the w

ay they see 
the holes in the president's 
su

it jack
et an

d
 sh

irt? N
ei-

th
e
r L

a
n

e
, E

p
ste

in
 n

o
r 

W
eisb

erg
 ch

allen
g

es t h
 e 

W
arren

 rep
o

rt ev
id

en
ce 

that there w
as a hole in the  

testily
 as to

 d
etails." said

 
one. 

• 
"T

h
e
re

 w
e
re

 m
e
m

-
bers of the staff w

ho out of 
trial ex

p
erien

ce felt th
at 

the X
-rays and photos w

ere 
vital docum

ents in present-
in

g
 ev

id
en

ce. T
h

ere w
as a 

feeling that the chief recog-
nized the value of this evi-
dence but that the decision 
to

 k
eep

 th
em

 u
n

d
er seal 

cam
e fro

m
 S

en
. R

o
b
ert F

. 
K

ennedy, w
ho w

as then the 
atto

rn
ey

 g
en

eral. It w
as 

B
obby's decision," said an-

other. N
O

 C
O

M
M

E
N

T
 

N
eith

er th
e ch

ief ju
stice 

n
o

r th
e sen

ato
r w

ill co
m

-
m

ent about this or any oth-
er aspect of the report. T

he 
o

n
ly

 th
in

g
 S

en
. K

en
n

ed
y

 
h
a
s sa

id
 p

u
b
lic

ly
 w

a
s a

 
statem

en
t h

e m
ad

e in
 P

o
-

lan
d

 th
at h

e w
as satisfied

 
that O

sw
ald w

as the assas-
sin. 

W
h
ile m

o
st staff m

em
-

bers of the disbanded com
-

m
issio

n
 h

av
e refu

sed
 to

 
publicly answ

er the critics 
o
r d

e
fe

n
d
 th

e
 re

p
o
rt, a

t 
least tw

o —
 Joseph A

. B
all 

T
 h

 e N
atio

n
al A

rch
iv

es 
says there are 26 color and 
2
5
 b

lack
 an

d
 w

h
ite p

h
o
to

-
graphs and 14 X

-rays. 

L
A

N
E

'S V
E

R
SIO

N
 

M
ark L

ane surrounds the 
e
p

iso
d

e
 re

g
a
rd

in
g

  th
e
 

X
 -r a y s and photographs 

w
ith language unsupported 

b
y

 testim
o

n
y

. Ile says,. on 
P

ag
e 6

0
 o

f th
e h

ard
co

v
er 

edition of his book: 
"T

h
e X

-ray
s an

d
 p

h
o
to

-
g

rap
h

s w
ere tak

en
 fro

m
 

D
r. H

u
m

es an
d

 g
iv

en
 to

 
th

e S
ecret S

erv
ice; in

d
eed

 
th

e
 p

h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
s w

e
re

 
seized before they w

ere de-
v
elo

p
ed

. H
u
m

es testified
 

th
at n

o
t ev

en
 h

e h
ad

 seen
 

the photographs ostensibly 
taken to assist him

 and the 
o
th

er d
o
cto

rs." T
h
en

 o
n
 

P
ag

e 6
2
, h

e refers to
 th

em
 

ag
ain

, say
in

g
 ". . . fed

eral 
p

o
lice ag

en
ts co

n
fiscated

 
th

e
 c

ru
c
ia

l p
h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
s 

a
n
d
 X

-ra
y
s . ." C

o
n
fis-

cated? S
eized? 

H
u

m
e
s te

stifie
d

 th
e
y

 
w

ere "tu
rn

ed
 o

v
er" to

 th
e 

S
e
c
re

t S
e
rv

ic
e
, b

u
t n

o
-

w
h

e
re

 d
o

e
s h

e
 sa

y
 th

e
y

 
w

ere d
em

an
d
ed

 o
r th

at h
e 



T
oga 

P
e
o

p
le

 h
u

d
d

le
d

 o
v

e
r
 th

e
ir

 c
h

ild
r
e
n

 a
t D

e
a

le
y

 P
la

z
a

 d
u

r
in

g
 sh

o
o

tin
g

 

tim
e
 th

e
 P

re
sin

e
n
t a

n
u
 

G
overnor w

ere hit. It can
 

be reduced further w
hen it 

is considered that the P
res-

id
en

t m
ay

 n
o

t h
av

e b
een

 
hit until just before F

ram
e 

225. 
T

h
e
re

 is a
g
re

e
m

e
n
t 

am
ong critics and com

m
is-

.sio
n
 ab

o
u
t o

n
e th

in
g
 th

e 
Z

apruder film
 does show

: 
'th

e
 sh

o
t th

a
t k

ille
d
 th

e
 

p
resid

en
t. T

h
e im

p
act o

f 
`th

is h
it is clear in

 F
ram

e 
,..313. T

he running tim
e from

 
`F

ram
e 210 to F

ram
e 313 is 

5.6 seconds. 
T

h
e
 a

g
re

e
m

e
n

t e
n

d
s 

, there. B
ecause of the lim

it-
L

ed
 firin

g
 cap

acity
 o

f th
e 

M
annlicher-C

arcano, t h e 
critics say

: 
• 

T
 h

 e P
resid

en
t a n

 d
 

G
o
v
ern

o
r co

u
ld

 n
o
t h

av
e 

been hit w
ithin 1.6 seconds 

b
y

 tw
o

 ro
u

n
d

s fired
 fro

m
 

th
at rifle, an

d
 

• 
T

hree bullets could not 
have been fired w

ithin 5.6 
seconds. 

E
p
stein

, ex
am

in
in

g
 th

e 
firin

g
 tests b

y
 th

ree ex
-

p
erts, say

s th
ey

 u
sed

 sta-
tionary targets and that the 
tim

e w
as m

easu
red

 fro
m

 
the sound of the first report 
to the sound of the third re-

- p
ert an

d
 th

u
s h

ad
 u

n
lim

it-
e
d
 tim

e
 to

 a
im

 th
e
 first 

shot, 
"T

his is a significant fac-
to

r. F
o
r ex

am
p
le, if is as-

sum
ed it took the assassin 

o
n
e seco

n
d
 to

 react, aim
 

an
d
 p

u
ll th

e trig
g
er, th

en
 

lie had only 4.6 seconds not 
5
.6

 seco
n
d
s to

 fire," E
p
-

stein says. 
'P

O
O

R
 W

E
A

P
O

N
' 

M
ark

 L
an

e m
ak

es th
e 

sam
e co

n
ten

tio
n
 an

d
 ad

d
s 

to
 it a d

etailed
 attack

 in
 

w
h
ic

h
 h

e
 sa

y
s th

e
 te

sts 
th

em
selv

es w
ere  in

v
alid

, 
th

e am
m

u
n
itio

n
 w

as u
n
-

reliab
le, th

e w
eap

o
n
 w

as 
of poor quality and O

sw
ald 

w
as an inferior m

arksm
an. 

W
esley L

iebeler says that 
if you assum

e L
ane is right 

o
n

 all o
f th

is, w
h

at d
o

es it 
c
h

a
n

g
e
?
 T

h
e
 fa

c
t is th

a
t 

that rifle w
as ow

ned by O
s-

w
ald, he w

as in the deposi-
tory, the em

pty shells w
ere  

it v
an

ish
 w

ith
o

u
t strik

in
g

 
an

y
o
n
e else o

r an
y
th

in
g
 

else? If th
e G

o
v
ern

o
r w

as 
hit separately, w

hat sort of 
w

ounds w
ould he have suf-

fered
, an

d
 co

u
ld

 th
ey

 th
en

 
have been from

 B
ullet 399? 

A
L

M
O

S
T

 U
N

D
A

M
A

G
E

D
 

T
his w

as the bullet, in an 
alm

o
st u

n
d
am

ag
ed

 co
n
d
i-

tio
n
, w

h
ich

 w
as fo

u
n
d
 in

 
P

arkland M
em

orial H
ospi-

tal, w
h
ere b

o
th

 th
e p

resi-
d
en

t an
d
 g

o
v
ern

o
r w

ere 
tak

e n
. T

h
e co

m
m

issio
n
 

say
s it is th

e b
u
llet w

h
ich

 
p
assed

 th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e p
resi-

d
en

t's n
eck

 an
d
 stru

ck
 th

e 
governor in the chest, w

rist 
and thigh. 

M
ark

 L
an

e d
escrib

es 
it 

in
 a chapter entitled "M

ag-
ic B

u
llet." E

p
stein

 calls it 
"T

h
e
 S

tre
tc

h
e
r B

u
lle

t." 
"T

he so-called 'found' bul-
let," W

eisb
erg

 say
s, ". . . 

co
u

ld
, fo

r ex
am

p
le, h

av
e 

b
een

 p
lan

ted
 in

 th
e h

o
sp

i-
tal." 

E
x
p
erts p

u
t th

e b
u
llet 

under scientific tests w
hich 

th
e
y
 sa

id
 p

ro
v
e
d
 it w

a
s 

fired
 b

y
 th

e M
an

n
lich

er-
C

arcano rifle. 
T

h
e
 6

.5
m

m
 c

o
p
p
e
 r-• 

jack e t e d bullet w
eighed 

1
5
8
.6

 g
rain

s. Its stan
d
ard

 
w

eig
h

t w
o
u

ld
 b

e 1
6

0
-1

6
1

 
g
rain

s. T
h
is w

o
u
ld

 m
ean

 
that B

ullet 399 lost betw
een 

1.4-and 2.4 grains. 
W

IT
N

E
SSE

S 
L

an
d
 an

d
 E

p
stein

 each
 

cite th
ree p

articu
lar w

it-
nesses for their conclusion 
that B

ullet 399 lost too little 
w

eig
h
t to

 h
av

e cau
sed

 th
e 

w
o
u
n
d
s receiv

ed
 b

y
 C

o
n
-

n
ally

. O
n

e is C
o

l. P
ierre 

F
in

ck
, o

n
e o

f th
e au

to
p
sy

 
surgeons, w

ho ruled out the 
b
u
llet "fo

r th
e reaso

n
 th

at 
th

ere are to
o
 m

an
y
 frag

-
m

e
n
ts d

e
sc

rib
e
d
 in

 th
a
t 

C
onnally's w

rist." A
nother 

is C
m

d
r. Jam

es J. H
u
m

es, 
th

e ch
ief au

to
p
sy

 p
ath

o
lo

-
g
ist, w

h
o
 te

stifie
d
 "th

is 
m

issile is b
asically

 in
tact; 

its jacket appears to m
e to 

b
e in

tact, an
d
 I d

o
 n

o
t u

n
-

derstand how
 it could pos-

sib
ly

 h
av

e left frag
m

en
ts 

in either of these locations, 
-1

 IL
 : 

exam
ine S

hires' testim
ony 

in
 V

o
l. V

I, P
ag

e 1
1
1
, an

d
 

y
o
u
 d

isco
v
er th

at S
h
ires 

h
ad

 ju
st said

 an
y
 k

n
o
w

l-
edge he had about dam

age 
to

 th
e rib

 w
as "o

n
ly

 h
ear- 

say
 fro

m
 D

r. S
h
aw

, th
at's 

am
"
 

S
h
ires w

as n
ex

t ask
ed

 
w

h
eth

er h
e k

n
ew

 w
h
eth

er 
there w

ere any bullet frag-
m

en
ts in

 th
e ch

est, an
d
 h

e 
replied: "N

o, again except 
from

 postoperative X
-rays, 

th
ere is a sm

all frag
m

en
t 

rem
ain

in
g
, b

u
t th

e in
itial 

fragm
ents I think D

r. S
haw

 
saw

 b
efo

re 
I 

a
rriv

e
 d

."
 

S
haw

, w
ho treated the gov-

ernor's chest w
ounds, testi-

fied about this in no uncer-
tain term

s; 
"W

e saw
 no evidence of 

an
y
 m

etallic m
aterial in

 
th

e X
-ray

 th
at w

e h
ad

 o
f 

th
e ch

est, an
d
 w

e fo
u
n
d
 

n
o
n
e
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 o

p
e
ra

-
tio

n
," S

h
aw

 said
. H

e h
ad

 
also testified that an X

-ray 
m

ad
e sev

en
 d

ay
s after th

e 
shooting disclosed nothing 
except evidence of healing. 

'N
O

T
 A

C
C

U
R

A
T

E
' 

S
haw

 w
as responsible for 

th
e statem

en
t th

ere w
ere 

three grains of m
etal in the 

w
rist w

o
u

n
d

. B
u

t a
s h

e
 

stated
 in

 h
is testim

o
n
y
, h

e 
d
id

 "n
o
t accu

rately
 ex

am
-

ine" this w
ound. T

hat w
as 

G
regory's job. 
N

one of the critics m
en-

tions, incidentally, that the 
discovery of B

ullet 399 w
as 

not entirely unanticipated. 
F

or it occurred to G
regory 

d
u
rin

g
 th

e o
p
eratio

n
 th

at 
su

ch
 a search

 sh
o
u
ld

 b
e 

m
ade. H

e says in his testi-
m

ony: 
T

here w
as "som

e specu-
latio

n
 o

n
 o

u
r p

art, o
n
 m

y
 

p
art, w

h
ich

 w
as v

o
iced

 to
 

som
eone that som

e search 
o
u
g
h
t to

 b
e m

ad
e in

 th
e 

governor's clothing or per-
h
ap

s in
 th

e au
to

 o
r so

m
e 

p
lace, w

h
erev

er h
e m

ay
 

h
av

e b
een

, fo
r th

e m
issile 

w
h
ich

 p
ro

d
u
ced

 th
is m

uch 
d
am

ag
e an

d
 w

as n
o
t resi-

dent in him
." 

B
u

llet 3
9

9
 h

ad
 alread

y
 

T
h
is e

x
c
h
a
n
g
e
 to

w
s 

place: 
"Q

: D
o you have an opin-

io
n
 as to

 w
h
eth

er, in
 fact, 

B
ullet 399 

did 
cau

se th
e 

w
o
u
n
d
 o

n
 th

e g
o
v
ern

o
r's 

w
rist, assum

ing if you w
ill 

th
a
t it w

a
s th

e
 m

issile
 

fo
u
n
d
 o

n
 th

e g
o
v
ern

o
r's 

stretcher at P
arkland H

os-
pital? 

"D
r. O

livier: I believe it 
w

as. T
hat is m

y feeling." 
T

here also w
as testim

ony 
fro

m
 D

rs. S
h
aw

, S
h
ire  s 

a
n
d
 G

re
g
o
ry

 th
a
t th

e
y
 

th
o
u
g
h
t o

n
e b

u
llet cau

sed
 

all o
f C

o
n
n
ally

's w
o
u

n
d

s. 
S

h
ires testified

 th
at D

rs. 
R

obert 	
M

c
C

le
lla

n
d
, 

C
h
arles B

ax
ter an

d
 R

alp
h
 

D
on P

atm
an concurred. 

'N
O

T
 T

O
 C

E
R

T
A

IN
T

Y
' 

T
he critics each say that 

b
ecau

se o
f th

e m
o
v
em

en
t 

o
f th

e stretch
ers it co

u
ld

 
not be determ

ined to a cer-
tainty that the bullet cam

e 
fro

m
 C

o
n
n
ally

's stretch
er 

o
r d

id
n

't co
m

e fro
m

 th
e 

p
resid

en
t's stretch

er. D
ar-

rell T
o
m

lin
so

n
, th

e P
ark

-
land H

ospital engineer w
ho 

found the bullet, could not 
identify the stretcher posi-
tiv

 el y
. T

h
ere w

ere tw
o
 

stretch
ers in

 th
e co

rrid
o
r 

w
here the bullet w

as found. 
E

p
stein

 say
s, "S

in
ce all 

stretchers w
ere eventually 

retu
rn

ed
 to

 th
is area to

 b
e 

rem
ad

e, th
e k

ey
 q

u
estio

n
 

w
a
s: W

a
s K

e
n
n
e
d
y
's 

stretch
er retu

rn
ed

 b
efo

re 
o
r a

fte
r th

e
 b

u
lle

t w
a
s 

fo
u
n
d
? T

h
is q

u
estio

n
 w

as 
never answ

ered." 
N

ot so. 

S
H

E
E

T
S

 O
N

 IT
 

T
o

m
lin

so
n

 h
ad

 testified
 

h
e h

ad
 co

m
e to

 th
e elev

a-
to

r area at aro
u
n
d
 1

 p
.m

. 
a
n
d
 fo

u
n
d
 a

 stre
tc

h
e
r 

w
hich had som

e sheets on 
it. H

e pushed this stretcher 
fro

m
 th

e elev
ato

r in
to

 th
e 

corridor. T
hen he took the 

e
le

v
a
to

r to
 th

e
 se

c
o
n
d
 

floor, brought dow
n a m

an 
w

ho picked up tw
o pints of 

b
lo

o
d
. an

d
 retu

rn
ed

 w
ith

 
h
im

 to
 th

e seco
n
d
 flo

o
r 

w
here C

onnally w
as in sur-

g
o
ry

 
H

P
 then m

ade sever- 

ket. W
esley L

iebeler, w
ho 

h
as g

o
n
e fu

rth
er in

to
 th

is 
question, says he has since 
d
eterm

in
ed

 fro
m

 n
u
rse 

D
oris N

elson that the tim
e 

w
as clo

ser to
 2

:1
0
 p

.m
. 

E
ith

er w
ay

, it w
o
u
ld

 b
e 

lo
n

g
 after th

e b
u

llet h
ad

 
been discovered. 

C
ould it have been plant-

ed, as W
eisberg suggests? 

T
o

 b
u

y
 th

at, it is n
eces-

sary
 to

 co
n
ju

re a b
ein

g
 o

f 
superior intelligence, craf-
tin

ess an
d
 p

ro
p
h
esy

 w
h
o
 

could have designed a bul-
let w

hich w
ould not be too 

h
eav

y
 o

r lig
h
t to

 co
n
fo

rm
 

to
 frag

m
en

ts fo
u
n
d
 in

 th
e 

g
o
v
ern

o
r's w

o
u
n
d
 s; th

at 
w

ould have had the proper 
c
o
n
d
itio

n
 h

a
d
 it g

o
n
e
 

th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e
 p

re
sid

e
n
t's 

n
eck

 alo
n
e, an

d
 p

erh
ap

s 
sm

ash
ed

 in
to

 th
e lim

o
u
-

sin
e. A

n
d
 w

h
at if an

o
th

er 
bullet had also been found? 

A
U

T
O

P
S

Y
 R

E
P

O
R

T
 

If th
ere w

as o
n

e w
ay

 to
 

ex
p
lo

d
e th

e sin
g
le b

u
llet 

th
eo

ry
, it rem

ain
ed

 in
 th

e 
resu

lts o
f th

e au
to

p
sy

 re-
p
o
rt, w

h
ich

 w
ill b

e ex
am

-
in

e
d
 in

 d
e
ta

il. If L
a
n
e
, 

E
p

stein
 o

r W
eisb

erg
 can

 
d
em

o
n
strate th

at th
is 

re-
p

o
rt is at fault and that the 

president never suffered a 
back-to-front neck w

ound, 
out goes the theory —

 and 
a
lo

n
g
 w

ith
 it th

e
 c

a
se

 
against O

sw
ald as the lone 

assassin. 
S

o
 th

e au
to

p
sy

 d
o
cto

rs 
d
id

 th
eir w

o
rk

. T
h
ey

 ex
-

am
in

ed
. T

h
ey

 d
rew

 d
ia-

gram
s. T

hey photographed. 
T

hey drew
 a dot. A

nd now
 

th
ere are th

o
se th

at claim
 

th
e
 d

o
t a

n
d
 th

e
 p

h
o
to

-
g
rap

h
s sh

o
w

 th
e d

o
cto

rs 
didn't do their w

ork at all. 
O

r th
e co

m
m

issio
n
 d

id
n
't. 

III—
T

he A
utopsy 

O
ne w

ent through his neck. 
It w

as a w
ound doctors say 

h
e w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e su

rv
iv

ed
. 

T
h
e seco

n
d
 b

u
llet stru

ck
 

his skull. It w
as fatal. 

O
N

E
- B

U
L

L
E

T
 T

H
E

O
R

Y
 

T
hese findings are central 

to
 th

e sin
g
le b

u
llet th

eo
ry

. 
T

h
is th

eo
ry

 is th
at a b

u
llet 

w
e
n

t th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 p

re
si-

dent's neck and w
ent on to 

w
o
u
n
d
 G

o
v
. C

o
n
n
ally

. If 
not, the single bullet theory 
collapses. A

nd so does the 
W

arren
 rep

o
rt co

n
clu

sio
n
 

th
at L

ee H
arv

ey
 O

sw
ald

 
alone fired the bullets. 

T
h
e
 c

ritic
s h

a
v
e
 c

o
n
-

stru
cted

 th
eir m

ach
in

e o
f 

destruction by selection of 
p
a
rts o

f te
stim

o
n
y
 a

n
d
 

p
arts o

f ev
id

en
ce fro

m
 th

e 
W

arren
 rep

o
rt. S

o
m

e o
f it 

has been clever—
and som

e 
absurd. 

W
h
at co

u
ld

 b
e m

o
re ab

-
surd than the w

ay they see 
the holes in the president's 
su

it jack
et an

d
 sh

irt? N
ei-

th
e
r L

a
n
e
, E

p
ste

in
 n

o
r 

W
eisb

erg
 ch

allen
g
es t h

 e 
W

arren
 rep

o
rt ev

id
en

c e 
that there w

as a hole in the 
jack

et "5
%

 in
ch

es b
elo

w
 

the top of the collar and 1%
 

in
ch

es to
 th

e rig
h
t o

f th
e 

cen
ter b

ack
 seam

 o
f th

e 
c
o
a
t" a

n
d
 a

 h
o
le

 in
 th

e
 

shirt "5%
 inches below

 the 
to

p
 o

f th
e co

llar an
d
 1

1
/ 2  

in
ch

es to
 th

e rig
h
t o

f th
e 

m
id

d
le o

f th
e b

ack
 o

f th
e 

sh
irt" 

"T
h
at ev

id
en

ce is co
m

-
p

atib
le w

ith
 a b

u
llet p

ass-
ing through the president's 
b
a
c
k
, in

c
h
e
s b

e
lo

w
 th

e
 

n
e
c
k
," L

a
n
e
 sa

y
s in

 h
is 

book. L
O

W
E

R
 W

O
U

N
D

 

W
eisberg low

ers the hole 
a few

 inches by describing 
it in his book as "six inches  

testify
 as to

 d
etails," said

 
one. 

• 
"T

h
e
re

 w
e
re

 m
e
m

-
bers of the staff w

ho out of 
trial ex

p
erien

ce felt th
at 

the X
-rays and photos w

ere 
vital docum

ents in present-
ing evidence. T

here w
as a 

feeling that the chief recog-
nized the value of this evi-
dence but that the decision 
to

 k
eep

 th
em

 u
n
d
er seal 

cam
e fro

m
 S

en
. R

o
b
ert F

. 
K

ennedy, w
ho w

as then the 
atto

rn
ey

 g
en

eral. It w
as 

B
obby's decision," said an-

other. N
O

 C
O

M
M

E
N

T
 

N
either the chief justice 

n
o
r th

e sen
ato

r w
ill co

m
-

m
ent about this or any oth-

er aspect of the report. T
he 

o
n
ly

 th
in

g
 S

en
. K

en
n
ed

y
 

h
as said

 p
u
b
licly

 w
as a 

statem
en

t h
e m

ad
e in

 P
o

-
lan

d
 th

at h
e w

as satisfied
 

that O
sw

ald w
as the assas-

sin. 
W

h
ile m

o
st staff m

em
-

bers of the disbanded com
-

m
issio

n
 h

av
e refu

sed
 to

 
publicly answ

er the critics 
o
r d

e
fe

n
d
 th

e
 re

p
o
rt, a

t 
least tw

o —
 Joseph A

. B
all 

of L
ong B

each, C
alif., and 

W
esley J. L

iebeler of L
os 

A
ngeles —

 have said they 
felt fro

m
 th

e b
eg

in
n
in

g
 

that the X
-rays and photo-

g
rap

h
s sh

o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 
introduced. 

In interview
s w

ith 11 of 
the 15 counsel and four of 
the 10 staff m

em
b
ers, th

e 
w

riters have learned that a 
m

ajo
rity

 n
o
w

 feel th
e se-

c
re

t la
b
e
l sh

o
u
ld

 b
e
 re

-
m

o
v
e
d
 b

e
c
a
u
se

 o
f th

e
 

d
o
u
b
t created

 b
y
 th

e crit-
ics. N

o
n
e th

in
k
s th

at th
e 

co
m

m
issio

n
 n

eed
 b

e 
re-

established. O
ne suggestion 

w
as that som

e nongovern-
m

e
n

ta
l b

o
d

y
, su

c
h

 a
s a

 
g
ro

u
p
 o

f u
n
iv

ersity
 p

resi- 

T
 h

 e N
atio

n
al A

rch
iv

es 
says there are 26 color and 
2
5
 b

lack
 an

d
 w

h
ite p

h
o
to

-
graphs and 14 X

-rays. 

L
A

N
E

'S
 V

E
R

S
IO

N
 

M
ark L

ane surrounds the 
e
p
iso

d
e
 re

g
a
rd

in
g
  th

e
 

X
 -r a y s and photographs 

w
ith language unsupported 

b
y
 testim

o
n
y
. H

e say
s, o

n
 

P
ag

e 6
0
 o

f th
e h

ard
co

v
er 

edition of his book: 
"T

he 
X-ray

s 
and photo-

g
rap

h
s w

ere tak
en

 fro
m

 
D

r. H
u

m
es an

d
 g

iv
en

 to
 

th
e S

ecret S
erv

ice; in
d
eed

 
th

e
 p

h
o

to
g

ra
p

h
s w

e
re

 
seized before they w

ere de-
v
elo

p
ed

. H
u
m

es testified
 

th
at n

o
t ev

en
 h

e h
ad

 seen
 

the photographs ostensibly 
taken to assist him

 and the 
o
th

er d
o
cto

rs." T
h
en

 o
n
 

P
ag

e 6
2
, h

e refers to
 th

em
 

ag
ain

, say
in

g
 ". . . fed

eral 
p
o
lice ag

en
ts co

n
fiscated

 
th

e
 c

ru
c
ia

l p
h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
s 

a
n
d
 X

-ra
y
s . ." C

o
n
fis-

cated? S
eized? 

H
u
m

e
s te

stifie
d
 th

e
y
 

w
ere "tu

rn
ed

 o
v
er" to

 th
e 

S
e
c
re

t S
e
rv

ic
e
, b

u
t n

o
-

w
h
e
re

 d
o
e
s h

e
 sa

y
 th

e
y
 

w
ere d

em
an

d
ed

 o
r th

at he 
objected to releasing them

. 
L

ane need net have been so 
ev

asiv
e o

r u
n
certain

 as to
 

w
h

y
 th

e p
h

o
to

g
rap

h
s w

ere 
m

ad
e —

 "o
sten

sib
ly

 to
 as-

sist h
im

, D
r. H

u
m

es, an
d
 

th
e o

th
er d

o
cto

rs," as h
e 

puts it. B
y his construction, 

it w
o

u
ld

 seem
 th

e p
h

o
to

s 
w

ere taken to help the doc-
tors that night of the autop-
sy. T

H
E

 T
E

S
T

IM
O

N
Y

 

B
u
t H

u
m

es is clear about 
it in his testim

ony on P
age 

373, V
ol. II: 

"T
he X

-rays w
ere devel• 

o
p
ed

 in
 o

u
r X

-ray
 d

ep
art. 

m
en

t o
n
 th

e sp
o
t th

at ev
e. 

rin
g
, b

ecau
se w

e h
ad

 tc 



o
n

 a
ll o

f
 th

is
, w

h
a
t d

o
e
s
 it 

c
h

a
n

g
e
?
 T

h
e
 f

a
c
t is

 th
a
t 

. th
a
t rifle

 w
a
s
 o

w
n
e
d
 b

y
 O

s
- 

, w
a
ld

, h
e
 w

a
s
 in

 th
e
 d

e
p
o

s
i- 

. te
r
y
, th

e
 e

m
p
ty

 s
h
e
lls

 w
e
r
e
 

f
ir

e
d

 b
y

 th
a
t w

e
a
p

o
n

, th
e
 

r
e
c
o
v
e
r
e
d
 b

u
lle

t w
a
s
 f

ir
e
d
 

b
y
 th

a
t w

e
a
p
o
n
. T

h
e
 b

e
s
t 

.e
v

id
e
n

c
e
 th

a
t th

e
 r

if
le

 w
a
s
 

. c
a
p

a
b

le
 o

f
 d

e
liv

e
r
in

g
 th

e
 

s
h
o
ts

 a
n
d
 th

a
t O

s
w

a
ld

 w
a
s
 

c
a
p
a
b
le

 o
f h

ittin
g
 th

e
 P

re
s
-

id
e
n
t a

n
d
 G

o
v
e
r
n
o
r
 is

 th
a
t 

it d
id

 a
n
d
 h

e
 d

id
. "

  

S
p

e
c
te

r
 c

h
a
lle

n
g

e
s
 th

e
 

tim
e
 in

te
r
p
r
e
ta

tio
n
s
 b

y
 

th
e
 c

ritic
s
, s

a
y

in
g

: 

'S
A

M
E

 M
IS

T
A

K
E

' 
"
T

h
e
 w

o
u
ld

-b
e
 c

ritic
s
 o

f 

th
e
 c

o
m

m
is

s
io

n
 r

e
p
o
r
t a

ll 

m
a
k

e
 th

e
 s

a
m

e
 m

is
ta

k
e
 in

 

4
 in

te
r
p
r
e
tin

g
 th

e
 p

o
s
s
ib

ility
 

o
f
 f

ittin
g
 th

r
e
e
 s

h
o
ts

 in
 a

 

. 5
.6

 s
e
c
o
n
d
s
 tim

e
-
s
p
a
n
 b

e
-
 

. c
a
u
s
e
 th

e
y
 c

o
u
n
t th

e
 f

ir
s
t 

s
h
o
t. 

"
W

h
e
n
 y

o
u

 f
ir

e
 th

r
e
e
 

tim
e
s
, th

e
 f

ir
s
t s

h
o
t is

 n
o
t 

ta
k

e
n

 in
to

 a
c
c
o

u
n

t in
 th

e
 

tim
in

g
 s

e
q
u
e
n
c
e
. L

o
o
k
 a

t it 

th
is

 w
a
y
: a

im
 is

 ta
k
e
n
 a

n
d
 

th
e
re

 is
 th

e
 firs

t s
h
o
t. T

h
e
n
 

2
.3

 s
e
c
o
n
d
s
 p

a
s
s
e
s
 w

h
ile

 

th
e
 b

o
lt a

c
tio

n
 is

 w
o

r
k

e
d

 

a
n
d
 th

e
 n

e
x
t s

h
o
t is

 f
ir

e
d
. 

T
h
e
n
 a

n
o
th

e
r
 2

.3
 s

e
c
o
n
d
s
 

f
o

r
 t

h
e
 t

h
i
r
d

 s
h

o
t
. T

h
e
 

th
r
e
e
 s

h
o
ts

 c
a
n
 b

e
 f

ir
e
d
 

w
ith

in
 4

.6
 s

e
c
o

n
d

s
 ra

n
g

e
 o

f 

tim
e
."

  

L
a
n
e
, E

p
s
te

in
 a

n
d
 W

e
is

- 

_
 b

e
rg

 a
ls

o
 in

tro
d
u
c
e
 a

n
o
th

e
r 

e
le

m
e
n

t in
 c

h
a
lle

n
g

in
g

 th
e
 

c
a
p

a
b

ility
 o

f th
e
 M

a
n

e
lie

n
-

e
r
-
C

a
n
e
a
n
o
: a

 f
o
u
r
th

 s
h
o
t. 

P
a
tie

n
tly

, th
e
 r

if
le

 a
s
 te

s
t-

e
d
, c

o
u
ld

 n
o
t h

a
v
e
 d

e
liv

-

e
r
e
d
 f

o
u
r
 s

h
o
ts

 in
 5

.6
 s

e
c
-
 

. a
n

d
s
. B

u
t w

h
e
r
e
 is

 th
e
ir

 

e
v

id
e
n

c
e
?
 T

h
e
 c

o
m

m
is

s
io

n
 

c
o
n
s
id

e
re

d
 s

u
c
h
 a

 p
o
s
s
ib

ili-

ty
. b

u
t f

o
u

n
d

 n
o

 c
r
e
d

ib
le

 

e
v
id

e
n
c
e
 f

o
r
 m

o
r
e
 th

a
n
 

th
re

e
 s

h
o

ts
. 

B
B

C
 D

E
M

O
N

S
TR

A
TIO

N
 

I
t m

ig
h

t s
e
e
m

 th
a
t th

e
 

c
o
m

m
is

s
io

n
 w

o
u
ld

 f
in

d
 

a
d
d
e
d
 s

u
p
p
o
rt in

 th
e
 firin

g
 

d
e
m

o
n
s
tra

tio
n

 b
y

 a
 B

ritis
h

 

R
o
y
a
l M

a
r
in

e
s
 s

e
r
g
e
a
n
t 

a
p

p
e
a
rin

g
 o

n
 a

 B
B

C
 te

le
v

i-

s
io

n
 s

h
o

w
 J

a
n

. 3
0

, 1
9

6
7

. 

L
a
n
e
 a

n
d
 S

p
e
c
te

r
 w

e
r
e
 

th
e
r
e
 a

s
 p

a
r
tic

ip
a
n

ts
 in

 a
 

its
 J

a
c
k
e
t a

p
p
e
a
rs

 to
 m

e
 to

 

b
e
 in

ta
c
t, a

n
d
 I

 d
o
 n

o
t u

n
-

d
e
rs

ta
n

d
 h

o
w

 it c
o

u
ld

 p
o

s
-

s
ib

ly
 h

a
v
e
 le

f
t f

r
a
g
m

e
n
ts

 

in
 e

ith
e
r o

f th
o

s
e
 lo

c
a
tio

n
s
, 

w
ris

t a
n

d
 th

ig
h
. "

  

A
 th

ir
d

 is
 D

r
. R

o
b

e
r
t 

S
h
a
w

, w
h
o
 o

p
e
ra

te
d
 o

n
 th

e
 

g
o
v
e
rn

o
r
's

 c
h
e
s
t, a

n
d
 w

h
o
 

te
s
tif

ie
d

 th
e
r
e
 w

e
r
e
 th

r
e
e
 

g
r
a
in

s
 le

f
t in

 th
e
 g

o
v
e
r
-

n
o
r
's

 w
r
is

t. 

T
h
e
s
e
 c

o
n
f
lic

ts
 w

e
r
e
 

c
le

a
r
e
d
 u

p
 in

 o
th

e
r
 te

s
ti-

m
o
n
y
, b

u
t th

e
 c

o
m

m
is

s
io

n
 

w
a
s
 re

m
is

s
 in

 n
o
t re

s
o
lv

in
g
 

th
e
 c

o
n

f
lic

ts
 w

h
e
n

 th
e
y

 

a
ro

s
e
. 

T
h

e
 c

r
itic

s
 d

o
 n

o
t d

e
ta

il 

th
e
 s

p
e
c
if

ic
 te

s
tim

o
n

y
 r

e
-

g
a
rd

in
g
 th

e
s
e
 fra

g
m

e
n
ts

. 

W
h

a
t w

a
s
 it?

 

D
r
. C

h
a
r
le

s
 F

. G
r
e
g
o
r
y
, 

w
h

o
 tre

a
te

d
 th

e
 g

o
v
e
rn

o
r
's

 

w
r
i
s
t
 w

o
u

n
d

, t
e
s
t
i
f
i
e
d

 

X
 -

r
a
y
 s

 d
is

c
lo

s
e
d
 
"

th
re

e
 

m
e
ta

llic
 fla

k
e
s
"
  th

e
r
e
, a

n
d

 

h
e
 a

d
d

e
d
: 

"I 
w

o
u

ld
 e

s
ti-

m
a
te

 th
a
t th

e
y

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e
 

w
e
ig

h
e
d
 in

 m
ic

r
o
g
r
a
m

s
, 

th
a
t it is

 s
o
m

e
th

in
g
 le

s
s
 

th
a
n
 th

e
 w

e
ig

h
t o

f
 a

 p
o
s
t-

a
g

e
 s

t
a
m

p
. "

  N
o

t th
r
e
e
 

g
r
a
in

s
, a

s
 D

r
. S

h
a
w

 s
a
id

. 

IN
 T

H
E

 F
E

M
U

R
 

D
r. G

e
o

rg
e
 T

. S
h

ire
s
, w

h
o

 

tr
e
a
te

d
 th

e
 th

ig
h
 w

o
u
n
d
, 

te
s
tif

ie
d

 n
o

 b
u

lle
t f

r
a
g

-

m
e
n

ts
 w

e
r
e
 r

e
c
o

v
e
r
e
d

 

f
r
o

m
 it b

u
t th

a
t a

 s
m

a
ll 

o
n

e
, d

is
c
e
r
n

ib
le

 o
n

 X
-
r
a
y

, 

re
m

a
in

e
d

 in
 th

e
 fe

m
u

r. H
e
 

w
a
s
 a

s
k

e
d

 its
 w

e
ig

h
t, a

n
d

 

a
n
s
w

e
re

d
 
"
m

a
y

b
e
 a

 te
n

th
 

o
f a

 g
ra

in
. "

  

C
r
itic

 H
a
r
o

ld
 W

e
is

b
e
r
g
 

s
a
y
s
 th

a
t 

"
th

e
 r

e
p
o
r
t r

e
-

f
e
r
s
 to

 n
o
 f

r
a
g
m

e
n
ts

 e
ls

e
-
 

_ 	
. 

h
a
v

e
 b

e
e
n

, f
o

r
 th

e
 m

is
s
ile

 

w
h

ic
h

 p
r
o

d
u

c
e
d

 th
is

 m
u

c
h

 

d
am

ag
e an

d
 w

as n
o
t resi-

dent in
 h

im
."

  

B
u
lle

t 3
9
9
 h

a
d
 a

lr
e
a
d
y
 

b
e
e
n

 f
o

u
n

d
, u

n
k

n
o

w
n

 to
 

G
re

g
o

ry
, w

h
e
n

 h
e
 s

a
id

 th
is

. 

I
t w

a
s
 d

is
c
o
v
e
r
e
d
 s

h
o
r
tly

 

a
f
t
e
r
 1

 p
.m

., w
h

e
n

 t
h

e
 

p
r
e
s
id

e
n
t w

a
s
 p

r
o
n
o
u
n
c
e
d
 

d
e
a
d

, o
n

 a
 s

tr
e
tc

h
e
r
 in

 th
e
 

c
o
r
r
id

o
r
 n

e
a
r
 th

e
 g

r
o
u

n
d
 

flo
o
r e

m
e
rg

e
n
c
y
 ro

o
m

s
. 

A
t f

ir
s
t, it w

a
s
 th

o
u

g
h

t 

th
is

 b
u
lle

t c
a
m

e
 f

r
o
m

 th
e
 

p
re

s
id

e
n

t 's
 s

tr
e
tc

h
e
r
. A

n
d

 

th
a
t fit in

 w
ith

 th
e
 s

p
e
c
u
la

-

tio
n

 th
a
t a

 b
u

lle
t h

a
d

 h
it 

th
e
 p

r
e
s
id

e
n

t in
 th

e
 b

a
c
k

 

a
n
d

 e
x
ite

d
 d

u
r
in

g
 e

x
te

r
n

a
l 

h
e
a
rt m

a
s
s
a
g

e
. B

u
t th

e
 a

u
-

to
p

s
y

 w
a
s
 to

 s
h

o
w

 th
a
t th

is
 

d
id

n
't h

a
p

p
e
n

. 

T
h

e
 c

o
m

m
is

s
io

n
 d

 e
 t e

 r-

m
in

e
d

 th
a
t th

e
 b

u
lle

t c
a
m

e
 

fro
m

 C
o

n
n

a
lly

's
 s

tr
e
tc

h
e
r
. 

'IT
 C

O
L

L
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e
n
t o

r
 M

a
r
k
 

L
a
n

e
 h

im
s
e
lf. "

  

W
h

ile
 th

e
 a

u
to

p
s
y

 X
-ra

y
s
 

a
n
d
 p

h
o
to

g
r
a
p
h
s
 w

e
r
e
 n

o
t 

in
tr

o
d
u
c
e
d
 f

o
r
m

a
lly

, it 

does 
n

o
t m

e
a
n

 th
a
t th

e
y

 

w
e
r
e
 n

o
t s

e
e
n

 —
 a

n
d

 th
a
t 

t
h

e
y

 d
i
d

 n
o

t
 s

h
o

w
 t

h
e
 

w
o

u
n

d
s
 a

s
 d

e
s
c
rib

e
d

 in
 th

e
 

a
u

to
p

s
y

 re
p

o
rt. T

h
e
 c

ritic
s
 

m
a
k

e
 th

e
 p

o
in

t th
a
t th

e
 

p
h
o
to

g
r
a
p
h
s
 w

e
r
e
 h

a
n
d
e
d
 

u
n
d
e
v
e
lo

p
e
d
 to

 th
e
 S

e
c
r
e
t 

S
e
rv

ic
e
 a

n
d
 th

a
t th

e
y
 w

e
re

 

tra
n

s
m

itte
d

 th
a
t w

a
y

 e
v

e
n

-

tu
a
lly

 to
 th

e
 c

a
re

 o
f R

o
b

e
rt 

K
e
n

n
e
d

y
. 

A
lb

e
r
t J

e
n
n
e
r
, a

n
 a

s
s
is

t-

a
n

t c
o

u
n

s
e
l n

o
w

 in
 C

h
ic

a
-

g
o
, 

sa
ys 

h
e
 s

a
w

 s
o

m
e
 o

f
 

th
e
 a

u
to

p
s
y
 p

h
o
to

g
r
a
p
h
s
. 

A
r
le

n
 S

p
e
c
te

r
, c

u
r
r
e
n

tly
 

d
is

tr
ic

t a
tto

r
n
e
y
 o

f
 P

h
ila

-

d
e
lp

h
ia

, h
a
s
 s

ta
te

d
 having 

s
e
e
n

 a
t le

a
s
t o

n
e
 p

u
rp

o
rte

d
 

c
o

lo
r p

h
o

to
g

ra
p

h
. 

A
U

TH
E

N
TIC

A
TE

D
 

T
h

e
y

 a
ls

o
 w

e
re

 e
x

a
m

in
e
d

 

a
n

d
 a

u
th

e
n

tic
a
te

d
 la

s
t N

o
v

. 

1
 b

y
 f

o
u
r
 m

e
n
 in

tim
a
te

ly
 

c
o
n
n
e
c
te

d
 w

ith
 th

e
 a

u
-

to
p

s
y

: 

C
m

d
r
. J

a
m

e
s
 J. H

um
es, 

s
e
n

i
o

r
 p

a
t
h

o
l
o

g
i
s
t
 a

t
 

B
e
th

e
s
d
a
 N

a
v
a
l H

o
s
p
ita

l; 

C
r
a
d
r
, J

. T
h
o
r
n
to

n
 B

o
s
-

w
e
ll, c

h
ie

f
 p

a
th

o
lo

g
is

t a
t 

B
e
t
h
e
s
d
a
;
 C

a
p
t
. J

o
h
n
 

E
b
e
r
s
o
le

, th
e
 r

a
d
io

lo
g
is

t 

w
h

o
 to

o
k

 th
e
 X

-
r
a
y

s
, a

n
d

 

J
o
h
n
 T

. S
tr

in
g
e
r
 J

r
., a

 

m
e
d
ic

a
l p

h
o
to

g
r
a
p
h
e
r
 a

 t 

th
e
 N

a
tio

n
a
l N

a
v

a
l M

e
d

ic
a
l 

C
e
n
te

r, w
h
o
 to

o
k
 th

e
 p

h
o
to

-

g
ra

p
h

s
. 

"W
e au

th
en

ticated
 each

  

IL
 m

 in
s testunony on rage 

373, V
ol. II: 

"T
he 

X
-ra

y
s
 w

e
re

 d
e
v
e
l-

o
p
e
d
 in

 o
u
r X

-ray
 d

ep
art-

m
ent on the 

s
p

o
t th

a
t e

v
e
-

n
in

g
, b

e
c
a
u
s
e
 w

e
 h

a
d
 to

 

s
e
e
 th

o
s
e
 rig

h
t th

e
n
 a

s
 p

a
rt 

o
f o

u
r e

x
a
m

in
a
tio

n
, b

u
t th

e
 

p
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

s
 w

e
re

 m
a
d

e
 fo

r 

th
e
 r

e
c
o

r
d

 a
n

d
 f

o
r
 o

th
e
r
 

p
u
rp

o
s
e
s
. "

  L
a
n
e
, E

p
s
te

in
 

a
n

d
 W

e
is

b
e
r
g

 s
e
e
 s

o
m

e
-

th
in

g
 h

ig
h
ly

 s
u
s
p
ic

io
u
s
 in

 

th
e
 s

ta
te

m
e
n
t o

f
 H

u
m

e
s
 

th
a
t th

e
r
e
 w

a
s
 a

n
 a

u
to

p
s
y

 

"
d

r
a
f
t I

 p
e
r
s
o

n
a
lly

 b
u

r
n

e
d

 

in
 th

e
 f

ir
e
p
la

c
e
 o

f
 m

y
 r

e
c
-

re
a
tio

n
 ro

o
m

."
  

I
n

 tw
o

 o
f
 th

r
e
e
 r

e
f
e
r
-

e
n

c
e
s
 to

 th
is

, L
a
n

e
 d

r
o

p
s
 

th
e
 w

o
rd

 "
d

ra
ft. "

  O
n

 P
a
g

e
 

6
6

, it b
e
c
o

m
e
s
 
"
h

is
 a

d
m

is
-

s
io

n
 th

a
t h

e
 d

e
s
tro

y
e
d

 o
rig

-

in
a
l n

o
te

s
 r

e
la

tin
g
 to

 th
e
 

a
u
t
o
p
s
y
."

  O
n

 P
a
g

e
 3

8
5

, 

L
a
n

e
 s

a
y

s
: "

D
e
s
tro

y
e
d
 e

v
i-

d
e
n
c
e
 in

c
lu

d
e
d
 th

e
 o

rig
in

a
l 

n
o
te

s
 p

r
e
p
a
r
e
d
 a

n
d
 th

e
n
 

b
u

r
n

e
d

 b
y

 C
o

m
m

a
n

d
e
r
 

H
u
m

e
s
 a

fte
r th

e
 a

u
to

p
s
y
. "

  

'D
R

A
FT' D

R
O

P
P

E
D

 
E

p
s
te

in
 s

a
y
s
 H

u
m

e
s
 "

d
e
-

s
tro

y
e
d

 b
y

 b
u

rn
in

g
 c

e
rta

in
 

p
r
e
lim

in
a
r
y
 n

o
te

s
 r

e
la

tin
g
 

to
"
  th

e
 a

u
to

p
s
y

. 
"

D
ra

ft
"
  

w
a
s
 d

ro
p
p
e
d
. E

p
s
te

in
 th

e
n
 

l
a
t
e
r
 r

a
i
s
e
s
 a

 q
u

e
s
t
i
o

n
 

a
b

o
u

t th
e
 o

r
ig

in
a
l a

u
to

p
s
y

 

re
p

o
rt. 

W
e
is

b
e
rg

 w
rite

s
: 
"

I
f
 th

e
 

c
o
m

m
is

s
io

n
 h

a
d
 a

n
y
 q

u
e
s
-

tio
n

s
 a

b
o

u
t th

e
 b

u
r
n

in
g

 o
f
 

a
n
y
 k

in
d
 o

f h
is

to
ric

 p
a
p
e
rs

, 

e
s
p
e
c
ia

lly
 u

n
d
e
s
c
r
ib

e
d
 

` p
r
e
lim

in
a
r
y
 d

r
a
f
t n

o
te

s
,' 

th
e
 tr

a
n
s
c
r
ip

t d
o
e
s
 n

o
t r

e
-

v
e
a
l it."

  

N
o
 o

n
e
 s

e
e
m

s
 to

 w
o
n
d
e
r 

w
h
y
 H

u
m

e
s
 n

e
e
d
 h

a
v
e
 to

ld
 

a
n

y
o

n
e
 a

b
o

u
t it s

in
c
e
 h

e
 

d
id

 it w
h

ile
 h

e
 w

a
s
 a

lo
n

e
 in

 

th
e
 p

riv
a
c
y

 o
f h

is
 h

o
m

e
. If 

h
e
 w

a
n

te
d

 to
 c

o
n

c
e
a
l s

o
m

e
-

th
in

g
, w

o
u

ld
 h

e
 ra

is
e
 s

u
s
p

i -

c
io

n
 b

y
 c

e
r
tif

y
in

g
 th

a
t h

e
 

b
u
rn

e
d
 a

 p
re

lim
in

a
ry

 d
ra

ft 

h
e
 h

a
d

 w
r
itte

n
 o

f
 th

e
 a

u
-

to
p

s
y

 re
p

o
rt?

 

T
h

e
 c

r
i
t
i
c

s 
m

a
k

e
 th

is
 

d
r
a
f
t s

e
e
m

 p
a
r
t o

f
 th

e
 a

u
-
 

to
p
s
y
 n

o
te

s
 th

e
m

s
e
lv

e
s
. 

T
h

o
s
e
 n

o
te

s
 a

r
e
 id

e
n

tif
ie

d
 

a
s
 p

a
r
t o

f
 c

o
m

m
is

s
io

n
's

 

E
x

h
ib

it 3
9

7
. 

A
n
d
 if th

e
 

com
m

ission w
anted 

to
 h

id
e
 



T
H

E
 IN

S
T

A
N

T
 R

U
B

Y
'S

 B
U

L
L

E
T

 S
L

A
M

M
E

D
 IN

T
O

 O
S

W
A

L
D

 
T

h
is m

u
rd

e
r ch

a
n

g
e

d
 th

e
 e

n
tire

 n
a

tu
re

 o
f th

e
 in

ve
stig

a
tio

n
 

,ilittitu
 V

ie 	
LtU

bLell■C
 
Ill 

interpreting the possibility 
o

f fittin
g

 th
ree sh

o
ts in

 a 
5.6 seconds tim

e-span be- 
. cau

se th
ey

 co
u
n
t th

e first 
shot. 

"W
h
en

 y
o
u
 fire th

r e e 
tim

es, th
e first sh

o
t is n

o
t 

. tak
en

 in
to

 acco
u

n
t in

 th
e 

tim
ing sequence. L

ook at it 
this w

ay: aim
 is taken and 

• there is the first shot. T
hen 

2
.3

 seco
n
d
s p

asses w
h
ile 

th
e b

o
lt actio

n
 is w

o
rk

ed
 

an
d

 th
e n

ex
t sh

o
t is fired

. 
T

hen another 2.3 seconds 
fo

r th
e
 th

ird
 sh

o
t. T

h
e
 

th
ree sh

o
ts can

 b
e fired

 
w

ithin 4.6 seconds range of 
lim

e." 
L

ane, E
pstein and W

eis- 
_ berg also introduce another 

elem
ent in challenging the 

capability of the M
annlich-

er-C
ancano: a fourth shot. 

P
atiently, the rifle as test-

ed
, co

u
ld

 n
o
t h

av
e d

eliv
-

ered four shots in 5.6 sec-
o

n
d

s. B
u

t w
h

ere is th
eir 

evidence? T
he com

m
ission 

considered such a possibili-
ty

, b
u

t fo
u

n
d

 n
o

 cred
ib

le 
ev

id
en

ce fo
r m

o
re th

an
 

three shots. 

B
B

C
 D

E
M

O
N

S
TR

A
TIO

N
 

It m
ig

h
t seem

 th
at th

e 
co

m
m

issio
n
 w

o
u
ld

 fin
d
 

added support in the firing 
dem

onstration by a B
ritish 

R
o
y

al M
arin

es serg
ean

t 
appearing on a B

B
C

 televi-
sio

n
 sh

o
w

 Jan
. 3

0
, 1

9
6

7
. 

L
an

e an
d
 S

p
 ecter w

ere 
th

ere as p
articip

an
ts in

 a 
debate about the controver-
sy

 an
d
 saw

 th
e serg

ean
t, 

u
sin

g
 a

 M
a
n
n
lic

h
e
r-

C
arcano of the sam

e vin-
tage as O

sw
ald's aim

 at a 
target and get three rounds 
off in 2.6 seconds. 

B
y that m

easure, it could 
h

av
e b

een
 p

o
ssib

le  th
at 

separate rounds could have 
hit the P

resident and G
ov-

ernor in close order. B
ut if 

th
at h

ap
p
en

ed
, m

o
re rid

-
dles are poses: if one bullet 

W
hat w

as it? 
D

r. C
harles F

. G
regory, 

w
ho treated the governor's 

w
rist w

o
u
n
d
, te s tif led

 
X

 -ray s disclosed "three 
m

etallic flakes" there, and 
h
e ad

d
ed

: "I w
o
u
ld

 esti-
m

ate th
at th

ey
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e 

w
eig

h
ed

 in
 m

icro
g
ram

s, 
th

at it is so
m

eth
in

g
 less 

than the w
eight of a post-

ag
e st a m

 p
." N

o
t th

ree 
grains, as D

r. S
haw

 said. 

IN
 T

H
E

 F
E

M
U

R
 

D
r. G

eorge T
. S

hires, w
ho 

treated
 th

e th
ig

h
 w

o
u

n
d

, 
testified

 n
o
 b

u
llet frag

-
m

en
ts w

ere reco
v
ered

 
fro

m
 it b

u
t th

at a sm
all 

one, discernible on X
-ray, 

rem
ained hi the fem

ur. H
e 

w
as asked its w

eight, and 
answ

ered "m
aybe a tenth 

of a grain." 
C

ritic H
arold W

eisberg 
say

s th
at "th

e rep
o
rt re-

fers to no fragm
ents else- 

o
L
a
a
 .a

.o
a
u
s
c
. 

A
J

IA
L

 L
IIC

 C
U
-
 

topsy w
as to show

 that this 
didn't happen. 

T
he com

m
ission de te r-

m
ined that the bullet cam

e 
from

 C
onnally's stretcher. 

IT
 C

O
L

L
ID

E
D

' 
E

pstein here goes back to 
C

ol. F
inck, saying his testi-

m
o
n
y
 "c

 a
n
n
o
t b

e
 d

is-
m

issed m
erely because it 

collided w
ith the hypothe-

sis th
at B

 u
 Ile t 3

9
9
 w

as 
fo

u
n
d
 o

n
 C

o
n
n
a
lly

's 
stretcher. S

ince F
in c k 's 

categorical statem
ent that 

this bullet could not have 
cau

sed
 C

o
n

n
ally

's w
rist 

w
o
u
n
d
 w

as n
ev

er ch
al-

len
g

ed
, d

isp
u

ted
, o

r co
r-

rected, it can only be con-
cluded from

 the evidence 
that B

 u II e t 399 did not 
c
o
m

e
 fro

m
 C

o
n
n
a
lly

's 
stretcher." 

E
p
stein

 sh
o
u
ld

 tu
rn

 to
 

V
ol. V

, page 90, w
here he 

w
ill find the testim

ony of  

testim
ony and w

as asked: 
"Is it p

o
ssib

le th
at th

e 
stretcher that M

r. K
ennedy 

w
as on w

as rolled w
ith the 

sheets on it dow
n into the 

area near the elevator?" 
"N

o sir." 
"A

re you sure of that?" 
"I am

 positive of that." 
N

urse D
oris M

ae N
elson 

testified she w
as standing 

near the entrance to T
rau-

m
a R

oom
 2 w

hen the pres-
ident's stretcher, clear of 
sheets, m

oved into it. 
E

xhibit 392, containing 
P

arkland H
ospital records, 

h
as a statem

en
t say

in
g
 

that the president w
as tak-

en out of the hospital in a 
casket about 2 p.m

. 

T
H

E
 T

IM
E

 
T

estim
ony from

 the doc-
tors and hospital personnel 
says the president rem

ained 
o

n
 th

e stretch
er u

n
til h

is 
body w

as placed in the eas- 

as it did w
ith other nonse-

cret exhibits. 
In

 th
e h

eartsick
 atm

o
s-

phere after the assassina-
tion, there w

ere those w
ho 

felt this w
as unnecessary, 

that the evidence could be 
placed under lock and key 
for historians of the future 
and that the sw

orn testim
o-

n
y

 o
f au

to
p

sy
 su

rg
eo

n
 s 

w
ould now

 be sufficient. 
B

ut w
ho could have reck-

o
n

ed
 th

ere w
o

u
ld

 b
e th

e 
tim

e o
f th

e critics? W
h
o
 

could have anticipated the 
com

m
ission findings w

ould 
be painted w

ith suspicion? 

G
A

R
R

IS
O

N
 

T
h
ere w

ere o
th

er acts 
an

d
 in

cid
en

ts w
h

ich
 th

e 
critics could seize upon and 
em

phasize and place out of 
focus. T

hey did. 
T

here w
as a pathologist 

w
ho m

ade an inexact dot 
on an autopsy sketch rep-
resen

tin
g
 a b

u
llet en

try
; 

there w
ere tw

o F
B

I agents 
w

ho reported the specula-
tive conversation of pathol-
ogists w

ithout know
ing the 

w
h
o
le sto

ry
; th

ere w
ere 

the three pathologists w
ho 

left a corroborating detail 
of evidence out of the au-
topsy report; there w

as a 
pathologist w

ho burned a 
draft of the autopsy in his 
fireplace; there w

ere har-
ried

 rep
o
rters at a P

ark
-

lan
d

 M
em

o
rial H

o
sp

ital 
w

ho failed to m
ake clear 

that doctors w
ere speculat-

ing in describing the presi-
dent's throat w

ound as an 
entry w

ound. 
T

he critics —
 m

ost nota-
b
ly

 M
ark

 L
an

e, E
d
w

ard
 

Jay
 E

p
stein

 an
d

 H
aro

ld
 

W
eis b

erg
 —

 d
rew

 th
eir 

ow
n m

eanings from
 these 

things to m
ake the autopsy 

fin
d
in

g
s su

sp
ect o

r tar-
nished. 

T
he autopsy report states 

conclusively that K
ennedy 

w
as struck by tw

o bullets. 

L
IL

L
 e

b
 1

1
)1

, ilc
e

U
i 	

a
o

 
%

Q
. a

-
 

n
:la

te
, are in the evidence, 

and the testim
ony is quite 

precise. 
S

eeing the holes through 
the eyes of L

ane, E
pstein 

an
d

 W
eisb

erg
, it m

ig
h

t 
seem

 that the bullet w
hich 

m
ade them

 could not have 
h
it th

e p
resid

en
t in

 th
e 

base of the neck. B
ut put a 

jack
et an

d
 sh

irt o
n

 an
y

 
grow

n m
an w

ith reasona-
bly w

ell-developed shoul-
d

ers, m
easu

re 5
%

 in
ch

es 
below

 the top of the collar 
and a bit to the right of the 
seam

, h
av

e h
im

 raise h
is 

rig
h

t arm
 slig

h
tly

 as th
e 

president's w
as and m

ark 
the spot w

ith a pencil point 
or chalk. W

here does this 
touch the body? T

he base 
of the neck. 

N
O

 X
-R

A
Y

S
 

T
h
e p

recise lo
catio

n
 o

f 
the president's w

ounds is 
d
escrib

ed
 in

 th
e au

to
p
sy

 
report. B

ut the decision not 
to

 in
tro

d
u
ce th

e au
to

p
sy

 
X

-rays and photographs —
 

w
hich w

ould show
 those 

w
ounds —

 contributed to 
today's controversy. W

ho 
w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e k

n
o

w
n

 th
ree 

years ago that they w
ould? 

A
nd w

ho m
ade the deci-

sion? T
here are tw

o m
ajor 

v
ersio

n
 s, b

o
th

 o
f w

h
ich

 
w

riters of this report have 
gleaned from

 m
em

bers of 
the com

m
ission staff: 

• 
"T

h
e C

h
ief Ju

stice 
E

arl W
arren

, w
h

o
 w

as 
ch

airm
an

 o
f th

e co
m

m
is-

sion is a very hum
ane and 

sensitive m
an. O

ut of defer-
ence to the K

ennedy fam
i-

ly, especially to M
rs. K

en-
nedy, C

aroline and John-
John, he decided it w

ould 
be aw

ful if they w
ere intro-

duced as evidence and then 
p

u
b

lish
ed

. H
e first d

eter-
m

ined inform
ally that this 

evidence w
as not absolute-

ly
 n

ecessary
 b

ecau
se th

e 
autopsy pathologists could 

W
hile the autopsy X

-rays 
and photographs w

ere not 
in

tro
d
u
ced

 fo
rm

ally
, it 

d
o
es n

o
t m

ean
 th

at th
ey

 
w

ere not seen —
 and that 

th
e
y

 d
id

 n
o

t sh
o

w
 th

e
 

w
ounds as described in the 

autopsy report. T
he critics 

m
ak

e th
e p

o
in

t th
at th

e 
photographs w

ere handed 
undeveloped to the S

ecret 
S

ervice and that they w
ere 

transm
itted that w

ay even-
tually to the care of R

obert 
K

ennedy. 
A

lbert Jenner, an assist-
ant counsel now

 in C
hica-

g
o

, say
s h

e saw
 so

m
e o

f 
the autopsy photographs, 
A

rlen
 S

p
ecter, cu

rren
tly

 
district attorney of P

hila-
delphia, has stated having 
seen at least one purported 
color photograph. 

A
U

TH
E

N
TIC

A
TE

D
 

T
hey also w

ere exam
ined 

and authenticated last N
ov. 

1 by four m
en intim

ately 
co

n
n

ected
 w

ith
 th

e au
-

topsy: 
C

m
dr. Jam

es J. H
um

es, 
se

n
io

r p
a
th

o
lo

g
ist a

t 
B

ethesda N
aval H

ospital; 
C

m
d

r. J. T
h

o
rn

to
n

 B
o

s-
w

ell, chief pathologist at 
B

e
th

e
sd

a
; C

a
p

t. Jo
h

n
 

E
b

erso
le, th

e rad
io

lo
g

ist 
w

ho took the X
-rays, and 

Jo
h

n
 T

. S
trin

g
e
r Jr., a

 
m

edical photographer a t 
the N

ational N
aval M

edical 
C

enter, w
ho took the photo-

graphs. 
"W

e authenticated each 
item

," says B
osw

ell, w
ho 

is now
 in private practice. 

"A
s D

r. H
u

m
es lo

o
k

ed
 

over m
y shoulders, I ini-

tialed each of the color and 
b

lack
 an

d
 w

h
ite p

h
o

to
-

graphs. C
apt. E

bersole ini-
tialed each of the X

-rays. 
T

here are various view
s of 

all the w
ounds, as w

e de-
scribed them

, and som
e of 

the photographs w
ere tak-

en
 so

 th
at th

e p
resid

en
t's 

face is visible."  

66, it becom
es "his adm

is-
sion that he destroyed orig-
in

al n
o
tes relatin

g
 to

 th
e 

a ut op s y." O
n P

age 385, 
L

ane says: "D
estroyed evi-

dence included the original 
n

o
tes p

rep
ared

 an
d

 th
en

 
b
u
rn

ed
 b

y
 C

o
m

m
an

d
er  

H
um

es after the autopsy." 

'D
R

A
FT' D

R
O

P
P

E
D

 
E

pstein says H
um

es "de-
stroyed by burning certain 
prelim

inary notes relating 
to

" th
e au

to
p

sy
. "D

raft" 
w

as dropped. E
pstein then 

la
te

r ra
ise

s a
 q

u
e
stio

n
 

about the original autopsy 
report. 

W
eisberg w

rites: "If the 
com

m
ission had any ques-

tions about the burning of 
any kind of historic papers, 
esp

ecially
  im

d
escrib

ed
 

'p
relim

in
ary

 d
raft n

o
tes,' 

the transcript does not re-
veal it." 

N
o one seem

s to w
onder 

w
hy H

um
es need have told 

an
y
o
n
e ab

o
u
t it sin

ce h
e 

did it w
hile he w

as alone in 
the privacy of his hom

e. If 
he w

anted to conceal som
e-

thing, w
ould he raise suspi-

cion by certifying that he 
burned a prelim

inary draft 
h

e h
ad

 w
ritten

 o
f th

e au
-

topsy report? 
T

h
e critics m

ak
e th

is 
d
raft seem

 p
art o

f th
e au

-
t o p s y notes them

selves. 
T

hose notes are identified 
as p

art o
f co

m
m

issio
n

's 
E

x
h

ib
it 3

9
7

. A
n

d
 if th

e 
com

m
ission w

anted to hide 
any revisions in the autop-
s
y
 re

p
o
rt w

h
ic

h
 it 

published, w
hy then w

ould 
it h

av
e p

u
b
lish

ed
 th

e au
-

to
p

sy
 rep

o
rt in

 flu
m

es' 
handw

riting w
hich show

s 
those revisions? 

T
h
ere ap

p
aren

tly
 w

as 
one coroborating piece 

of 
evidence w

hich w
as inex-

plicably left out of the au-
to

p
sy

 rep
o

rt, th
e w

riters 

—
Turn to Page 39 
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H
o
w

a
rd

 B
re

n
n
a
n
 (fo

re
g
ro

u
n
d
) is w

h
e
re

 h
e
 sto

o
d
 

w
h
e
n
 h

e
 s

a
id

 h
e
 s

a
w

 a
 g

u
n
m

a
n
 firin

g
 fro

m
 s

ix
th

 
floor of T

exas S
chool B

ook D
epository (A

). W
indow

 
(B

) is w
here w

itness w
as w

ho heard shel is dropping. 
A
P
P
h
o
i
s
 

C
ontroversial 'D

ot' 
O

n A
utopsy Sketch 

—
From

 

learn
ed

. T
h

at w
as th

e re-
su

lt o
f a m

icro
sco

p
ic ex

-
a
m

in
a
tio

n
 o

f tissu
e
 re

-
m

o
v
ed

 fro
m

 th
e rear n

eck
 

w
ound. 
"W

e co
n

d
u

cted
 m

icro
-

sco
p

ic ex
am

in
atio

n
 o

f tis-
sue rem

oved from
 the neck 

w
ound area and found for-

eign substances such as fi-
b
er p

articles," say
s B

o
s-

w
ell. 
T

his w
ould further show

 
that the bullet w

hich m
ade 

th
e
 h

o
le

s in
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y
's 

ja
c
k

e
t a

n
d

 sh
irt c

a
rrie

d
 

so
m

e m
aterial w

ith
 it in

to
 

the neck. 
W

h
y
 w

asn
't th

is in
 th

e 
autopsy report? 

"It w
as an

 u
n
fo

rtu
n
ate 

oversight. It w
as not inten-

tio
n
al," B

o
sw

ell say
s. "I 

w
o
u
ld

 say
 th

at th
ree y

ears 
ago w

e didn't presum
e that 

it w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 n
eces-

sa
ry

 to
 su

b
sta

n
tia

te
 o

u
r 

findings." 

B
O

S
W

E
L

L
'S

 D
O

T
 

B
o
sw

ell co
n
trib

u
ted

 to
 

th
e co

n
tro

v
ersy

 reg
ard

in
g
 

ju
st w

h
a
t th

e
 a

u
to

p
sy

 
- sk

etch
 sh

o
w

s b
ecau

se it 
w

as h
e w

h
o

 h
ad

 p
laced

 a 
dot —

 indicating the entry 
of a bullet —

 in an inexact 
spot. It is below

 the shoul-
d

er an
d

 to
 th

e rig
h

t o
f th

e 
spine. 

T
h

e
 c

ritic
s tre

a
t th

is 
sk

etch
 as 

a
 

star ex
h
ib

it. 
A

n
d
 it is o

n
 th

is d
o
t th

ey
 

have stood pat. 
T

h
ey

 claim
 it as p

ro
o
f 

4h
 o
f
 
f
 
{
l
o
r
a
 
m
a
c
 
a
 

ch
n

ilm
v

 

'S
U

P
P

R
E

S
S

E
D

' 
W

e
isb

e
rg

 re
fe

rs to
 th

is 
sa

m
e
 m

a
te

ria
l a

s "
su

p
-

pressed." H
e points out that 

the sheets w
ere not published 

in
 th

e W
arren

 rep
o

rt, w
h

ich
 

w
a
s a

 su
m

m
a
tio

n
 o

f e
v

i-
d
en

ce. B
u
t th

ey
 are in

 V
o
l. 

X
V

II, P
age 45 of the support-

ing volum
es. S

uppressed? 
T

o
 M

ark
 L

an
e th

at erran
t 

d
o
t is p

ro
o
f o

f a b
elo

w
 th

e 
sh

o
u

ld
er b

ack
 w

o
u

n
d

. H
e 

co
n
stru

cts a co
n
clu

sio
n
 th

at 
th

e co
m

m
issio

n
 reco

g
n

ized
 

th
is b

u
t h

ad
 to

 ev
ad

e it b
e-

cause it w
ould upset the lone 

assassin conclusion. 
"A

 b
ack

 en
tran

ce w
o

u
n

d
 

w
as th

erefo
re in

co
n

v
en

ien
t, 

and, though evidently corro-
borated by the holes in the 
jack

et an
d

 sh
irt, it d

isap
-

p
eared

," L
an

e co
n
ten

d
s. B

u
t 

a
s th

e
 re

p
o

rt sa
y

s, it w
a
s 

never there —
 except to such 

scrutinizers as L
ane. 

W
esiberg goes further. In-

sistin
g
 th

at th
e erro

r ad
m

it-
ted by B

osw
ell is no error at 

all, he says: 
"U

nless the com
m

ission is 
p

rep
ared

 to
 p

ro
v

e th
at th

is 
original w

orking paper of the 
autopsy is w

rong —
 not just 

a little w
rong but grossly and 

inexcusably w
rong —

 w
rong 

in
 a m

an
n

er th
at can

 n
ev

er 
b

e ex
p

ected
 fro

m
 su

ch
 em

i-
nent experts in both patholo-
gy and forensic m

edicine, its 
en

tire rep
o

rt is a m
o

n
stro

u
s 

fak
e!" 

• 

D
raw

in
g

, a co
m

m
issio

n
 

ex
h
ib

it, sh
o
w

s p
ath

 au
-

to
p

sy
 su

rg
eo

n
s fo

u
n

d
 fo

r 
b

u
llet p

assin
g

 th
ro

u
g

h
 

JF
K

's n
eck

. 

th
ro

u
g

h
 an

y
 p

ath
 at th

is 
point." B

ut E
pstein leaves 

out H
um

es' statem
ent that 

"attem
p

ts to
 p

ro
b

e in
 th

e 
vicinity of this w

ound w
ere 

u
n
su

ccessfu
l w

ith
o
u
t fear 

o
f m

 e
k
in

g
 a

 fa
lse

 p
a
s-

sag
e." 

T
he path w

as determ
ined 

during the autopsy through 
recognized 	

pathological 
p
ro

ced
u
re in

 w
h
ich

 it w
as 

d
isc

o
v

e
re

d
 th

e
re

 w
a
s 

bruising of the apex, or tip 
of the lung, bruising of the 
p
arietal p

leu
ra, o

r m
em

b
-

ran
e lin

in
g

 th
e lu

n
g

 cag
e, 

and bleeding near the strap  

the com
m

ission, how
ever, 

does not perm
it the conclu-

sio
n
s o

ffered
 b

y
 th

e F
B

I, 
Indeed it flatly contradicts 
th

em
." U

N
D

A
T

E
D

?
 

Is the report undated? In 
a certificate dated N

ov. 24, 
1963, w

hich is part of C
om

-
m

issio
n
 E

x
h
ib

it 3
9
7
, co

n
-

taining the w
ritten autopsy 

re
p

o
rt, H

u
m

e
s c

e
rtifie

s 
th

at "all w
o
rk

in
g
 p

ap
ers 

a
sso

c
ia

te
d

 w
ith

 N
a
v

a
l 

M
 e di cal S

chool A
utopsy 

R
ep

o
rt A

6
3

-2
7

2
 h

av
e re-

m
a
in

e
d

 in
 m

y
 p

e
rso

n
a
l 

custody at all tim
es. A

utop-
sy notes and the holograph 
d

ra
ft o

f th
e
 fin

a
l re

p
o

rt 
w

ere handed to com
m

and-
in

g
 o

fficers,  U
.S

. N
av

al 
M

edical S
chool, at 1700, 24 

N
ovem

ber, 1963." 
A

lso
, th

e F
B

I d
id

 n
o

t re-
ceiv

e th
e au

to
p

sy
 rep

o
rt 

until D
ec. 23, 1963. S

o the 
F

B
I co

u
ld

n
't h

av
e g

iv
en

 it 
c
a
r e

fu
l stu

d
y
, a

s L
a
n
e
 

say
s. 

A
n
d
 w

h
en

 th
e F

B
I d

id
 

see it and turned out a sup-
p

lem
en

tal rep
o

rt, Jan
. 1

3
, 

1964, no change w
as m

ade 
b

ecau
se o

f th
e F

B
I p

rac-
tice and tradition of report-
ing w

hat its agents say. 
T

h
is Jan

. 1
3

 rep
o
rt said

. 
"M

ed
ical ex

am
in

atio
n
 o

f 
th

e p
resid

en
t's b

o
d
y
 

re
-

v
e
a
l e

d
 th

a
t th

e
 b

u
lle

t 
w

hich entered his back had 
p

en
etrated

 to
 a d

istan
ce o

f 
less than a finger length." 

E
X

P
L

A
N

A
T

IO
N

 

h
is te

stim
o

n
y, C

a
rrico

 fu
r-

th
e
r sa

id
 th

a
t "n

o
t h

av
in

g
 

co
m

p
letely

 ev
alu

ated
 a 1

I 
the w

ounds, traced out the 
co

u
rse o

f th
e b

u
llets, th

is 
w

ound w
ould have been co-

p
a
tib

le
 w

ith
 e

ith
e
r 

en
tran

ce o
r ex

it w
o

u
n

d
s 

d
ep

en
d

in
g

 u
p

o
n

 th
e size, 

th
e
 v

e
lo

c
ity

,  th
e
 tissu

e
 

structure and so forth." 
D

r. M
alco

lm
 P

erry
. Ile 

p
erfo

rm
ed

 th
e trach

eo
to

-
m

y
, so

 h
e saw

 th
e w

o
u

n
d

 
before it had been touched. 
In

 a p
ress co

n
feren

ce in
 

w
hich he had the burden of 

try
in

g
 to

 an
sw

er m
o
st o

f 
th

e n
u

estio
n

s "It w
as b

ed
- 

"T
h
ese eig

h
t p

h
y
sician

s 
ex

am
in

ed
 th

e rig
h

t o
ccip

i-
tal-p

arietal area: each
 tes-

tified
 th

at h
e d

id
 n

o
t see a 

bullet hole w
hich the com

-
m

issio
n
 said

 w
as th

ere," 
L

ane w
rites. T

hen he gives 
this version of the question-
in

g
 o

f D
r. W

illiam
 K

em
p

 
C

lark, director of neurolog-
ical su

rg
ery

 at P
ark

lan
d
 

M
em

orial H
ospital: 

"Q
: N

o
w

 y
o

u
 d

escrib
ed

 
th

e m
assiv

e w
o

u
n

d
 at th

e 
top of the P

resident's head, 
w

ith
 th

e b
rain

 p
ro

tru
d
in

g
; 

d
id

 y
o
u
 o

b
serv

e an
y
 o

th
er 

hole or w
ound on the presi- 

i
r
i
n
r
W
e
 
h
o
n
e
'
,
"
 

T
h
e g

rassy
 k

n
o
ll 

is
 a

 
slo

p
e o

f g
reen

sw
ard

 ru
n

- 
n g southw

esterly aw
ay 

fro
m

 th
e
 T

e
x

a
s S

c
h

o
o

l 
B

ook D
epository. T

here is 
an arcade on its ridge, then 
a p

ick
et fen

ce, sh
o
u
ld

er 
high. T

he knoll runs along 
th

e
 n

o
rth

 sid
e
 o

f E
lm

 
S

treet o
n
 w

h
ich

 K
en

n
ed

y
 

w
as slain. It ends at a

 rail-
ro

ad
 o

v
erp

ass w
h
ich

 E
lm

 
S

treet goes beneath. 

S
A

W
 S

M
O

K
E

 
S

everal m
en on the over-

p
ass saw

 sm
o

k
e n

ear th
e 

fence as the P
resident fell. 

If th
e sm

o
k

e cam
e fro

m
 

T
he six

 cited
 are Jam

es 
S

im
m

o
n

s. A
u

stin
 M

iller, 
T

h
o
m

a
s M

u
rp

h
y
, F

ra
n
k
 

R
e
illy

, J. W
. F

o
ste

r a
n

d
 

H
olland. 
T

h
is is w

h
at th

ey
 say

 in
 

the report volum
es: 

S
im

m
ons paraphrased by 

th
e F

B
I: "H

e ad
v
ised

 th
at 

it w
as h

is o
p

in
io

n
 th

at th
e 

sh
o
ts cam

e fro
m

 th
e d

irec-
tio

n
 o

f th
e T

ex
as S

ch
o

o
l 

B
ook D

epository." 

F
R

O
M

 K
N

O
L

L
 

M
iller: "It so

u
n
d
ed

 lik
e 

it cam
e fro

m
 th

e, I w
o
u
ld

 
say

 fro
m

 rig
h
t th

ere in
 th

e 
car. W

o
u
ld

 b
e to

 m
y
 left, 

P
ag

e 3
8

 w
ith

 th
e w

ritten
 d

escrip
tiv

e 
details on the diagram

. 



H
o
w

ard
 B

ren
n
an

 (fo
reg

ro
u
n
d
) is w

h
ere h

e sto
o
d
 

w
h
en

 h
e said

 h
e saw

 a g
u
n
m

an
 firin

g
 fro

m
 six

th
 

floor of T
exas S

chool B
ook D

epository (A
). W

indow
 

(B
) is w

here w
itness w

as w
ho heard shells d

rop
p

in
g. 

fce P
k
n

ir 

suit of a m
icroscopic ex-

a m
ina ti o n of tissue re-

m
oved from

 the rear neck 
w

ound. 
"W

e co
n

d
u

cted
 m

icro
-

scopic exam
ination of tis-

sue rem
oved from

 the neck 
w

ound area and found for-
eign substances such as fi-
b
er p

articles," say
s B

o
s-

w
ell. 
T

his w
ould further show

 
that the bullet w

hich m
ade 

th
e h

o
les in

 K
en

n
ed

y
's  

jack
et an

d
 sh

irt carried
 

som
e m

aterial w
ith it into 

the neck. 
W

h
y
 w

asn
't th

is in
 th

e 
autopsy report? 

"It w
as an

 u
n

fo
rtu

n
ate 

oversight. It w
as not inten-

tio
n

al," B
o

sw
ell say

s. "I 
w

ould say that three years 
ago w

e didn't presum
e that 

it w
ould have been neces-

sary
 to

 su
b
stan

tiate o
u
r 

findings." 

B
O

SW
E

L
L

'S D
O

T
 

B
o

sw
ell co

n
trib

u
ted

 to
 

the controversy regarding 
ju

st w
h

a
t th

e
 a

u
to

p
sy

 
sk

etch
 sh

o
w

s b
ecau

se it 
- w

as-he w
ho had placed a 

dot —
 indicating the entry 

of a bullet —
 in an inexact 

spot. It is below
 the shoul-

der and to the right of the 
spine. 

T
h
e
 c

ritic
s tre

a
t th

is 
sk

etch
 as a star ex

h
ib

it. 
A

nd it is on this dot they 
have stood pat. 

T
h
ey

 claim
 it as p

ro
o
f 

th
at th

ere w
as a sh

allo
w

 
b

ack
 w

o
u

n
d

, an
d

 n
o

t a 
n
eck

 w
o
u
n
d
. A

n
d
 th

at 
w

ould m
ean that the throat 

w
o

u
n

d
 w

as an
 en

tran
ce 

w
ound. A

nd T
H

A
T

 w
ould 

m
ean another firing posi-

tion and another assassin. 
T

he sketch w
hich L

ane, 
E

pstein and W
eisberg nefer 

to is the "A
utopsy D

escrip-
tive S

heet," w
hich is part 

of C
om

m
ission E

xhibit 397, 
the w

ritten draft of the au-
, topsy report. T

his sheet is 
a stan

d
ard

 fo
rm

 —
 N

M
S

 
PA

T
H

 8 1-63 —
 and has the 

outlined anatom
ical form

 
of the m

ale body in front 
an

d
 rear v

iew
s, It w

as o
n
e 

of the w
o

rk
in

g
 p

ap
ers d

u
r- 

'SU
P

P
R

E
SSE

D
' 

W
eisb

erg
 refers to

 th
is 

sa
m

e
 m

a
te

ria
l a

s "su
p

-
pressed." H

e points out that 
the sheets w

ere not published 
in the W

arren report, w
hich 

w
as 

a
 

su
m

m
atio

n
 o

f ev
i-

dence. B
ut they are in V

ol. 
X

V
II, P

age 45 of the support-
ing volum

es. Suppressed? 
T

o M
ark L

ane that errant 
d
o
t is p

ro
o
f o

f a b
elo

w
 th

e 
sh

o
u

ld
er b

ack
 w

o
u

n
d

. H
e 

constructs a conclusion that 
the com

m
ission recognized 

th
is b

u
t h

ad
 to

 ev
ad

e it b
e-

cause it w
ould upset the lone 

assassin conclusion. 
"A

 b
ack

 en
tran

ce w
o

u
n

d
 

w
as therefore inconvenient, 

and, though evidently corro-
borated by the holes in the 
jack

et an
d

 sh
irt, it d

isap
-

peared," L
ane contends. B

ut 
as th

e rep
o
rt say

s, it w
as 

never there —
 except to such 

scrutinizers as L
ane. 

W
esiberg goes further. In-

sisting that the error adm
it-

ted by B
osw

ell is no error at 
all, he says : 

"U
nless the com

m
ission is 

p
rep

ared
 to

 p
ro

v
e th

at th
is 

original w
orking paper of the 

autopsy is w
rong —

 not just 
a little w

rong but grossly and 
inexcusably w

rong —
 w

rong 
in

 a m
an

n
er th

at can
 n

ev
er 

be expected from
 such em

i-
nent experts in both patholo-
gy and forensic m

edicine, its 
entire report is a m

onstrous 
fak

e!" 
B

y the sam
e logic, show

ing 
th

e erro
rs an

d
 w

ro
n

g
s o

f 
"W

h
itew

ash
" —

 as th
e 

w
riters are doing here —

 
am

ount to proving 'W
eisberg 

is right in his charges. 
L

ane also saw
 som

ething 
else in the autopsy diagram

s. 
T

h
ere is an

 arro
w

 o
n

 th
e 

b
ack

 o
f th

e h
ead

, w
h

ich
 is 

very plain. L
ane sees it this 

w
ay: T

he diagram
s . .. show

 
that H

um
es apparently be-

lieved a bullet to have exit-
ed

 at th
e left sid

e o
f th

e 
P

resid
en

t's sk
u
ll fo

r h
e 

placed an arrow
 painting to 

th
e left u

p
o
n
 a m

ark
 ev

i-
dently 

sig
n

ify
in

g
 a b

u
llet 

D
raw

ing, a com
m

ission 
ex

h
ib

it, sh
o
w

s p
ath

 au
-

topsy surgeons found for 
b
u
llet p

assin
g
 th

ro
u
g
h
 

JF
K

's neck. 

th
ro

u
g

h
 an

y
 p

ath
 at th

is 
point." B

ut E
pstein leaves 

out H
um

es' statem
ent that 

"attem
p
ts to

 p
ro

b
e in

 th
e 

vicinity of this w
ound w

ere 
unsuccessful w

ithout fear 
o
f m

ak
in

g
 a false p

as-
sage." 

T
he path w

as determ
ined 

during the autopsy through 
recognized 	

pathological 
procedure in w

hich it w
as 

d
isc

o
v
e
re

d
 th

e
re

 w
a
s 

bruising of the apex, or tip 
of the lung, bruising of the 
parietal pleura, or m

em
b-

rane lining the lung cage, 
and bleeding near the strap 
m

uscles betw
een w

hich the 
bullet passed. T

he hole at 
the back of the neck w

as 
characteristic of an entry 
w

o
u

n
d

. T
h

e h
o

le at th
e 

th
ro

at d
id

 n
o

t th
en

 h
av

e 
th

e ch
aracteristics o

f an
 

exit w
ound because it had 

been used in
 P

arkland H
os-

p
ital fo

r a trach
eo

to
m

y
 

w
hen doctors w

ere trying 
to give the m

ortally w
ound-

ed
 p

resid
en

t an
 air p

as-
sage. 

B
ut L

ane, W
eisberg and 

E
pstein w

on't buy that, not 
w

h
en

 th
ey

 h
av

e th
e F

B
I 

sum
m

ary report of D
ec. 9, 

1963, to play w
ith, 

C
R

 I 
A

n
n

ave 

0
1
1
4
1
1
4
 	

tia
 p

,1
 IS

J
 4

/.1
.1

p
 

Indeed It flatly contradicts 
them

." U
N

D
A

T
E

D
? 

Is the report undated? In 
a certificate dated N

ov. 24, 
1963, w

hich is part of C
om

-
m

ission E
xhibit 397, con-

taining the w
ritten autopsy 

rep
o

rt, H
u

m
es certifies 

th
at "all w

o
rk

in
g

 p
ap

ers 
a
sso

c
ia

te
d

 w
ith

 N
a
v

a
l 

M
edi cal S

chool A
utopsy 

R
eport A

63-272 
h

ave 
re-

m
ain

ed
 in

 m
y

 p
erso

n
al 

custody at all tim
es. A

utop-
sy notes and the holograph 
d

raft o
f th

e 
fin

al 
report 

w
ere handed to com

m
and-

in
g

 o
fficers, U

.S
. N

av
al 

M
edical School, at 1700, 24 

N
ovem

ber, 1963." 
A

lso, the F
B

I did not re-
ceiv

e th
e au

to
p

sy
 rep

o
rt 

until D
ec. 23, 1963. S

o the 
F

B
I couldn't have given it 

carefu
l  stu

d
y

, as L
an

e 
says. 

A
n

d
 w

h
en

 th
e F

B
I d

id
 

see it and turned out a sup-
plem

ental report, Jan. 13, 
1964, no change w

as m
ade 

b
ecau

se o
f th

e F
B

I p
rac-

tice and tradition of report-
ing w

hat its agents say. 
T

his Jan. 13 report said, 
"M

ed
ical ex

am
in

atio
n
 o

f 
th

e p
resid

en
t's b

o
d

y
 re-

v
e
a
le

d
 th

a
t th

e
 b

u
lle

t 
w

hich entered his back had 
penetrated to a distance of 
less than a finger length." 

E
X

P
L

A
N

A
T

IO
N

 
A

s J. E
dgar H

oover w
as 

to explain later: 
"T

he F
B

I reports record 
o
ral statem

en
ts m

ad
e b

y
 

autopsy physicians w
h i I e 

the exam
ination w

as being 
co

n
d
u
cted

 an
d
 b

efo
re all 

the facts w
ere know

n. T
hey 

reported that D
r. Jam

es J. 
H

um
es, chief autopsy sur-

g
eo

n
, lo

cated
 w

h
at ap

-
p
eared

 to
 b

e a b
u
llet h

ate 
in

 th
e
 b

a
e
k
 b

e
lo

w
 th

e
 

sh
o

u
ld

er an
d

 p
ro

b
ed

 it to
 

the end of the opening w
ith 

a fin
g

er. T
h

e ex
am

in
in

g
 

physicians w
ere unable to 

explain w
hy they could find 

n
o
 b

u
llet o

r p
o

in
t o

f ex
it. 

trn
k
 n

o
w

n
 to agents, the 

physicians eventrreity w
ee.  

his testim
ony, C

arrico fur-
ther said that "not having 
co

m
p
letely

 ev
alu

ated
 all 

the w
ounds, traced out the 

course of the bullets, this 
w

ound w
ould have been co-

p
a
tib

le
 w

ith
 e

ith
e
r 

en
tran

ce o
r ex

it w
o
u
n
d
s 

depending upon the size, 
th

e v
elo

city
, th

e tissu
e 

structure and so forth." 
D

r. M
alcolm

 P
erry. H

e 
p
erfo

rm
ed

 th
e trach

eo
to

-
m

y, so he saw
 the w

ound 
before it had been touched. 
In

 a p
ress co

n
feren

ce in
 

w
hich he had the burden of 

frying to answ
er m

ost of 
the questions "It w

as bed-
lam

," he later testified he 
w

as quoted as saying the 
throat w

ound w
as an entry 

w
ound. 

P
E

R
R

Y
'S ST

O
R

Y
 

A
sked about w

hat ques-
tio

n
s h

e w
as ask

ed
 an

d
 

w
hat replies he m

ade, P
er-

ry testified: 
"W

ell, th
ere w

ere n
u
-

m
ero

u
s q

u
estio

n
s ask

ed
, 

all the questions I cannot 
rem

em
ber of course. S

pe-
cif ical ly

, th
e th

in
g

 th
at 

seem
ed to be of m

ost inter-
est at that point w

as actu-
ally

 try
in

g
 to

 g
et m

e to
 

sp
ecu

late as to
 th

e d
irec- 

tion of the bullets, the num
-

_ 

"T
hese eight physicians 

exam
ined the right occipi-

tal-parietal area; each tes-
tified that he did not see a 
bullet hole w

hich the com
-

m
issio

n
 said

 w
as th

ere," 
L

ane w
rites. T

hen he gives 
this version of the question-
ing of D

r. W
illiam

 K
em

p 
C

lark, director of neurolog-
ical su

rg
ery

 at P
ark

lan
d

 
M

em
orial H

ospital: 
"Q

 
N

ow
 you described 

the m
assive w

ound at the 
top of th

e P
resident's h

ead, 
w

ith the brain protruding; 
d

id
 you

 ob
serve an

y oth
er 

hole or w
ound on th

e presi-
dent's head? "  N

o sir; I did 
not." 

A
nd that is w

here L
ane 

sto
p
s. B

u
t n

o
t C

lark
. H

is 
answ

er w
as: 

"N
o

 sir; I did not. T
his 

could have easily been hid-
den in the blood and hair." 

H
O

L
E

 U
N

SE
E

N
 

N
one of the seven other 

d
o
cto

rs saw
 su

ch
 a h

o
le. 

B
ut none said there w

as no 
su

ch
 h

o
le. A

n
d
 th

ere 
is 

good reason —
 a reason the 

critics elect to ignore: 
T

he president rem
ained 

o
n

 h
is b

ack
, w

ith
 g

reat 
care taken not to m

ove his 
h

ead
, all th

e tim
e h

e w
as 

T
h
e g

rassy
 k

n
o
ll is a 

slope of greensw
ard run-

nin g southw
esterly aw

ay 
fro

m
 th

e T
ex

as S
ch

o
o

l 
B

ook D
epository. T

here is 
an arcade on its ridge, then 
a p

ick
et fen

ce, sh
o

u
ld

er 
high. T

he knoll runs along 
th

e
 n

o
rth

 sid
e
 o

f E
lm

 
S

treet on w
hich K

ennedy 
w

as slain. It ends at a rail-
road overpass w

hich E
lm

 
S

treet goes beneath. 

SA
W

 SM
O

K
E

 
S

everal m
en on the over-

p
ass saw

 sm
o
k
e n

ear th
e 

fence as the P
resident fell. 

If th
e sm

o
k

e cam
e fro

m
 

the assassin's rifle, K
enne-

d
y

 co
u

ld
 n

o
t h

av
e b

een
 

shot in the back, as the au-
topsy doctors decided. It is 
as sim

p
le as th

at: h
e w

as 
facing obliquely tow

ard the 
knoll. 

If he w
as shot from

 the 
k
n
o
ll, th

e th
ro

at  w
o
u
n
d
 

m
ust he one of entry, not 

exit 
even 

though doctors 
said it w

as of exit. T
he fab-

ric of the hole in the back 
of his jacket could not have 
b

een
 b

en
t in

w
ard

s, ev
en

 
though it w

as. G
ov . C

onnal-
ly could not have been shot 
in

 th
e b

ack
 b

y
 th

e sam
e 

bullet, even though doctors 
c

n
ir

l h
o

 tu
n

a
 T

 n
n

T
-T

o
r
tn

e
r
o

 

T
h

e six
 cited

 are Jam
es 

S
im

m
 on s, A

ustin M
iller, 

T
h

o
m

as M
u

rp
h

y
, F

ran
k

 
R

eilly
, J. W

. F
o

ster an
d

 
H

olland. 
T

his is w
hat they say in 

the report volum
es: 

S
im

m
ons paraphrased by 

th
e F

B
I: "H

e ad
v

ised
 th

at 
it w

as his opinion that the 
shots cam

e from
 the direc-

tion of 
th

e 
T

exas S
chool 

B
ook D

epository." 

F
R

O
M

 K
N

O
L

L
 

M
iller: "It so

u
n
d
ed

 lik
e 

it cam
e fro

m
 th

e, I w
o
u
ld

 
say from

 right there in the 
car. W

o
u

ld
 b

e to
 m

y
 left, 

th
e w

ay
 I w

as lo
o

k
in

g
 at 

h
im

, o
v

er to
w

ard
 th

at in
-

cline the knoll," 
M

urphy: "T
h

e
se

 sh
o

ts 
cam

e from
 a spot just w

est 
of the T

exas S
chool B

ook 
D

epository." 
R

eilly: "T
he shots cam

e 
fro

m
 th

at p
ark

 w
h

ere all 
th

e sh
ru

b
s is u

p
 th

ere, to
 

the north of E
lm

 S
treet, up 

the slope." 
F

o
ster: "It. th

e so
u
n
d
, 

cam
e from

 back in the cor-
n
er o

f E
lm

 an
d
 H

o
u
sto

n
 

streets." T
he depository is 

at th
e co

rn
er o

f E
lm

 an
d

 
H

ouston. 
H

olland, w
ho also picked 

th
e
 k

n
o
ll, te

stifie
d
 h

e
 



, a
s
s
e
s
s
- -a

s
. 

'P
A

T
H

 8 1-63 -- and has the 
outlined anatom

ical form
 

'o
f th

e m
ale b

o
d
y
 in

 fro
n
t 

and rear view
s. It w

as one 
of the w

orking papers dur-
' ing the autopsy. 

IN
 E

R
R

O
R

 
L

ane, E
pstein and W

eis-
b
erg

 each
 are in

 erro
r in

 
W

eis- 
•  

 
saying that the m

arking on 
the outlines w

ere m
ade by 

'H
u

m
es. O

n
 w

h
at is th

is 
based? H

um
es did not tes-

tify he m
ade the m

arks. In 
fact, he testified, regarding 
th

is sk
etch

 an
d

 an
 o

 th
er 

hand-draw
n sketch: "I no-

tice now
 that the handw

rit-
ing in som

e instances is not 
m

y
 o

w
n
, an

d
 it is eith

er 
that of C

m
dr. B

osw
ell or 

C
ol. Finck." 
B

o
s
w

e
ll h

a
s
 s

in
c
e
 

cleared
 u

p
 th

is q
u

estio
n

. 
H

e m
ad

e th
e m

ark
s. H

e 
ad

m
its th

e d
o

t is n
o

t p
re-

- vise. 
"T

he dot w
as just m

eant 
E

 to im
ply w

here the point of 
en

try
 w

as," h
e ex

p
lain

s. 
. "T

he notes describing the 
-,point of entry are near this 
-m

ark
 an

d
 g

iv
e p

recis e 
m

easurem
ents giving the 

• ex
a
c
t lo

c
a
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 

w
ound." 

It is a hallm
ark of the crit-

ic's general scholarship that 
in zeroing in on this sketch 
none of them

 points out that 
alth

o
u
g
h
 th

e d
o
t is w

ro
n
g
, 

th
e d

escrip
tio

n
 is clear: 1

4
 

cen
tim

eters d
o

w
n

 fro
m

 th
e 

right m
astoid process, w

hich 
is the bony point behind the 
right ear, and 14 centim

eters 
in from

 the right acrom
ium

, 
w

hich is the tip of the shoul-
d

er jo
in

t. T
h

at p
o

in
t, o

n
 a 

m
an of K

ennedy's size, is at 
the base of the neck. 

P
LU

N
G

E
 A

H
E

A
D

 
A

nd so the critics plunge 
ahead constructing their case 
against the W

arren report. 
H

er e 's E
pstein, handling 

the descriptive sheets: 
"T

h
e
 fa

c
e
 sh

e
e
t sh

o
w

s 
front and back diagram

s of 
th

e
 p

re
sid

e
n
t's b

o
d
y
."

 
W

rong. T
hey are outlines of 

a h
u

m
an

 m
ale an

d
 n

o
t sp

e-
sicionnv fluk nrem

idpnt  

ed
 at th

e left sid
e o

f th
e 

P
resid

en
t's sk

u
ll fo

r h
e 

placed an arrow
 pointing to 

th
e left u

p
o
n
 a m

ark
 ev

i-
d
en

tly
 sig

n
ify

in
g
 a b

u
llet 

entry w
ound." 

N
O

 S
T

A
T

E
M

E
N

T
 

H
ow

 could he know
 w

hat 
H

u
m

 e s "ap
p

aren
tly

 b
e-

lieved?" N
o such stated be-

lie
f is to

 b
e
 fo

u
n

d
 in

 
H

u
m

es' testim
o

n
y

. A
n

d
 

L
an

e h
as ad

m
itted

 in
 a 

published interview
 that he 

w
ro

te to
 H

u
m

es b
u
t re-

ceived no reply. 
B

osw
ell m

ade the arrow
. 

W
hat does it signify? 

"T
h

e arro
w

 is m
ean

t to
 

im
p

ly
 th

at this w
ounci 

of 
en

try
 w

en
t fro

m
 ex

tern
al 

to
 in

tern
al in

 an
 u

p
w

ard
 

and inw
ard slanting direc-

tio
n
," say

s B
o
sw

ell. E
p
-

stein
 say

s th
ere is o

th
er 

evidence that a bullet nev-
er w

ent through the presi-
d
en

t's n
eck

 fro
m

 b
ack

 to
 

front. F
or this conclusion, 

he turns to the autopsy it-
self. 

"T
he fact that the autop-

sy surgeons w
ere not able 

to find a path for the bullet 
is further evidence that the 
b
u
llet d

id
 n

o
t p

ass co
m

-
pletely through the presi-
dent's body," E

pstein says. 
O

n
e
 o

f th
e
 th

in
g
s o

n
 

w
h

ic
h

 h
e
 b

a
se

s th
is is 

H
u
m

es' testim
o
n
y
 th

at 
pathologists w

ere un ab 1 e 
"to

 tak
e p

ro
b
es an

d
 h

av
e 

th
em

 satisfacto
rily

 fall 

E
pstein w

on't buy that, not 
w

h
en

 th
ey

 h
av

e th
e F

B
I 

sum
m

ary report of D
ec. 9, 

1963, to play w
ith. 

FB
I A

G
E

N
TS

 
T

w
o F

B
I agents, Jam

es 
W

. S
ibert and F

rancis X
. 

O
'N

eill, w
ere in the autop-

sy room
. S

o w
ere som

e S
e-

cret S
ervice agents. 

T
h

e F
B

I su
m

m
ary

 re-
p
 a

 r t, w
h
ic

h
 w

a
s n

o
t 

published in the W
arren re-

port or its supporting vol-
um

es —
 thereby providing 

other fodder for the critics 
—

 said, in past: 
"M

edical exam
ination of 

th
e p

resid
en

t's b
o
d
y
 re-

vealed that one of the bul-
lets had entered just below

 
his shoulder to the right of 
the spinal. colum

n at an an-
gle of 45-60 degrees dow

n-
w

ard
, th

at th
ere w

as n
o

 
point of exit, and that the 
b
u
lle

t w
a
s n

o
t in

 th
e
 

body." 
L

ane says this report had 
to be the correct version of 
the autopsy finding. 

"C
learly F

B
I D

irector J. 
E

d
g
ar H

o
o
v
er w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t 

presum
e to sum

m
arize the 

'm
ed

ical ex
am

in
atio

n
 o

f 
the president's body' —

 the 
au

to
p

sy
 rep

o
rt —

 in
 so

 
vital a docum

ent unless the 
au

to
p
sy

 rep
o
rt h

ad
 b

een
 

studied carefully. T
he un-

d
ated

 au
to

p
sy

 rep
o

rt p
re-

pared by the m
ilitary phy-

sician
s an

d
 p

u
b

lish
ed

 b
y

  

physicians w
ere unable to 

explain w
hy they could find 

no bullet or point of exit. 
U

n
k
n
o
w

n
 to

 ag
en

ts, th
e 

physicians eventually w
ere 

ab
le to

 trace th
e p

ath
 o

f 
th

e
 b

u
lle

t th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 

body." 
O

ne technique w
hich the 

critics use to discredit the 
a
u
to

p
sy

 re
p
o
rt is w

h
a
t 

m
ig

h
t b

e called
 rev

erse 
E

nglish. 
In a usual m

edical situa-
tion, if a person died dur-
in

g
 an

 o
p

eratio
n

, say
 fo

r 
rem

o
v
al o

f a w
art o

n
 h

is 
finger, the cause of death 
w

ould be determ
ined by an 

autopsy. If the autopsy at-
tributed death to heart fail-
u
re, critics su

ch
 as L

an
e. 

W
eisberg and E

pstein —
 if 

they are 
ju

d
g
ed

 b
y
 th

eir 
perform

ance —
 w

ould say 
ignore the autopsy, look at 
the w

art. 

P
IC

K
 A

N
D

 C
H

O
O

S
E

 
T

his is w
hat they've done 

on focusing on w
hat hap-

pened w
hen the president 

w
as taken to P

arkland M
e-

m
orial H

 o s pi t I. A
gain, 

they show
 how

 they pick 
and chose to get w

hat they 
did —

 an entrance w
ound 

at the throat. 
L

an
e n

eed
s th

is to
 su

p
-

p
o

rt h
is arg

u
m

en
ts th

at 
th

ere w
as a sh

o
t o

r sh
o
ts 

fired from
 the grassy knoll 

—
 the greensw

ard parallel 
to the presidential m

otor-
cade —

 rather than solely 
from

 O
sw

ald's perch on the 
six

th
 flo

o
r o

f th
e T

ex
as 

School B
ook D

epository. 
"A

lthough every doctor 
w

h
o

 h
ad

 seen
 th

e th
ro

at 
w

ound prior to the tracheo-
tom

y and expressed a con-
tem

poraneous opinion had 
said that it w

as a w
ound of 

en
tran

ce," L
an

e say
s o

n
 

P
ag

e 5
3

 o
f h

is b
o

o
k

, th
e 

com
m

ission chose to dis-
m

iss th
ese as erro

n
eo

u
s 

conclusions stem
m

ing from
 

a doctor's observations to 
the press. 

L
et's see. 

FIR
S

T D
O

C
TO

R
 

D
r, C

harles 
J. C

arrico.  

seem
ed to D

e of m
ost inter-

est at that point w
as actu-

ally
 try

in
g
 to

 g
et 

.m
e to

 
sp

ecu
late as to

 th
e d

irec-
tion of the bullets, the num

-
ber of bullets, and the ex-
act cause of death. 

"T
he first tw

o questions 
I could not answ

er, and m
y 

rep
ly

 to
 th

em
 w

as th
at I 

did not know
, if there w

ere 
o

n
e o

r tw
o

 b
u

llets, an
d

 I 
c

o
u

ld
 n

o
t categ

o
rically

 
state ab

o
u
t th

e n
atu

re o
f 

the neck w
ound, w

hether it 
w

as an entrance or an exit 
w

o
u
n
d
, n

o
t h

av
in

g
 ex

-
m

in
ed

 th
e P

resid
en

t fu
r-

th
er—

I c o
u
ld

 n
o
t co

m
-

m
ent on other injuries." 
D

r. C
h

arles R
. B

ax
ter. 

H
e helped w

ith the tracheo-
to

m
y
. O

n
 P

ag
e 5

2
 o

f h
is 

b
o
o
k
 L

an
e w

rites: "D
r. 

C
h

a
rle

s It B
a
x

te
r to

ld
 

com
m

ission consel that `it 
w

o
u
ld

 b
e u

n
u
su

al fo
r a 

h
ig

h
 v

elo
city

 m
issile' to

 
cause an exit w

ound pos-
sessing the characteristics 
o

f th
e p

resid
en

t's th
ro

at 
w

ound." 

R
E

P
L

Y
 O

M
IT

T
E

D
 

B
u

t L
an

e left o
u

t m
o

st 
o

f th
e sen

ten
ce o

n
 P

ag
e 

4
2
, V

o
l. V

I, w
h
ich

 w
as 

a rep
ly

 B
ax

ter m
ad

e to
 

a q
u

estio
n

. It say
s: "A

l-
though it w

ould be unusual 
for a high velocity m

issile 
o

f th
is ty

p
e
 to

 c
a
u

se
 a

 
w

o
u
n
d
 as y

o
u
 h

av
e d

e-
s c r ib

 e d
, th

e p
assag

e 
th

ro
u

g
h

 tissu
e p

lan
es o

f 
th

is d
en

sity
 co

u
ld

 h
av

e 
w

ell resu
lted

 in
 th

e se-
quence you outline; nam

e-
ly, that the anterior w

ound 
does represent a w

ound of 
ex

it" 
D

r. R
onald C

. Jones. H
is 

report described the w
ound 

as an entrance w
ound. H

e 
testified as to his reasons 
fo

r th
is b

elief, an
d
 L

an
e 

quotes his testim
ony from

 
page 55, V

ol. V
I —

 up to a 
point, an im

portant point. 
In L

ane's book, Jones says 
in

 p
art "'Y

o
u

'd
 ex

 p
 e c t 

snore of an explosive type 
of exit w

ound, w
ith m

ore 
tissue destruction than this 
appeared to have.' " T

hree  

critics elect to ignore: 
T

he president rem
ained 

o
n

 h
is b

ack
, w

ith
 g

reat 
care taken not to m

ove his 
b

ead
, all th

e tim
e h

e w
as 

at the hospital. 
W

hy w
asn't the president 

turned over at P
arkland? 

C
arrico testified: 

"T
h
is m

an
 w

as in
 o

b
-

vious extrem
e distress and 

any m
ore thorough inspec-

tion w
ould have involved 

sev
eral m

in
u
tes —

 w
ell, 

sev
eral  —

 co
n
sid

erab
le 

tim
e w

hich at this juncture 
w

as not available. A
 thor-

ough inspection w
ould have 

in
v

o
lv

ed
 w

ash
in

g
 an

d
 

clean
sin

g
 th

e b
ack

, an
d

 
th

is is n
o

t p
ra

c
tic

a
l in

 
treating an acutely injured 
patient. Y

ou have to deter-
m

ine w
hich things, w

hich 
a
re

 im
m

e
d
ia

te
ly

 life
 

threatening and cope w
ith 

them
, before attem

pting to 
evaluate the full extent of 
the injuries. 

A
IR

W
A

Y
 V

IT
A

L
 

"Q
: D

id you ever have 
o
ccasio

n
 to

 lo
o
k
 at th

e 
president's back?" 

"D
r. C

arrico: N
o sir. B

e-
fo

re —
 w

ell, in
 try

in
g

 to
 

treat an acutely injured pa-
tient, you have to establish 
an airw

ay, adequate venti-
lation and you have to es-
tab

lish
 ad

eq
u
ate circu

la-
tio

n
. B

efo
re th

is w
as ac-

com
plished the president's 

cardiac activity had ceased 
an

d
 clo

sed
 card

iac m
as-

sage w
as instituted, w

hich 
m

ade it im
possible to in-

spect his back." 
W

as this done after the 
p
resid

en
t d

ied
? N

o
. N

o
t 

o
n

e d
o

cto
r ev

er said
 th

is 
w

as done. W
hy not, C

arrico 
w

as asked. 
"I suppose nobody really 

had the heart to do it." 

1V
—T

h
e G

ra
s

s
y

 K
iw

i! 
It h

ap
p

en
ed

 in
 a sm

all 
park called D

ealey P
laza, 

n
am

ed
 in

 h
o

n
o

r o
f a fa-

m
ous D

allas publisher. Its 
cen

tral lan
d

m
ark

 u
sed

 to
 

be a bronze statue of that 
citizen, G

eorge B
. D

ealey. 
N

ow
 there are others; the  

though it w
as. G

ov . C
onnal-

ly could not have been shot 
in

 th
e b

ack
 b

y
 th

e sam
e 

bullet, even though doctors 
said

 h
e w

as. L
ee H

arv
ey

 
O

sw
ald

 w
o
u
ld

 n
o
t h

av
e 

been a Ione assassin. 
T

h
e co

m
m

issio
n

 g
 av

 e 
less attention to the knoll 
than it did the overpass. It 
ru

led
 o

u
t th

e o
v
erp

ass in
 

favor of the depository as 
th

e
 a

ssa
ssin

's la
ir fo

r 
m

an
y

 reaso
n

s, o
n

e b
ein

g
 

that no one on the overpass 
sa

w
 a

 rifle
 b

e
in

g
 fire

d
 

from
 there. N

o one saw
 a 

rifle fired from
 the knoll, 

either. 
Y

et th
e k

n
o
ll ab

id
es. It 

d
o

es so
 b

ecau
se critics 

stress w
hat people saw

 and 
h
e ard

 th
ere. T

h
ey

 h
av

e 
n

o
t, h

o
w

ev
er, s tre s se d

 
ev

ery
th

in
g

 th
at p

eo
p

le 
heard or saw

 there. O
r did 

not hear or see. 

O
N

 O
V

E
R

P
A

S
S

 
C

onsider S
. M

. H
olland. 

H
o

llan
d

 w
as stan

d
in

g
 o

n
 

an
 o

v
erp

ass ab
o

v
e E

lm
 

S
treet as th

e m
o

to
rcad

e 
ap

p
ro

ach
ed

. T
h
e g

rass y
 

knoll w
as slightly to his left 

in the foreground. T
he T

ex-
as School B

ook D
epository, 

fro
m

 w
h

ich
 th

e co
m

m
is-

sio
n
 say

s th
e sh

o
ts w

ere 
fired, w

as also slightly to 
his left but behind the pres-
idential lim

ousine. H
olland 

h
eard

 a n
o

ise lik
e a fire-

cracker. "
I looked tow

ard 
th

e arcad
e an

d
 trees an

d
 

saw
 a puff of sm

oke com
e 

fro
m

 th
e trees." T

h
at is 

w
hat H

olland told sheriff's 
deputies right after the as-
sassin

atio
n
, an

d
 th

at is 
how

 M
ark L

ane quotes him
 

in "R
ush to Judgm

ent." 
B

ut there is m
ore to the 

sentence, although L
an e 

d
o
e
s n

o
t in

c
lu

d
e
 it. It 

read
s: ". . A

n
d
 I h

eard
 

three m
ore shots after the 

first shot, but that w
as the 

only puff of sm
oke I satv." 

N
O

 M
O

R
E

 P
U

FFS
 

If one puff of sm
oke sug- 

gests som
eone shot a gun 

from
 the knoll, w

hat does 

streetS.-  one oepository is 
at th

e co
rn

er o
f E

lm
 an

d
 

H
ouston. 
H

olland, w
ho also picked 

th
e
 k

n
o
ll, te

stifie
d
 b

e
 

im
m

ed
iately

 ran
 to

 th
at 

area, H
e saw

 no one suspi-
cious. 

T
h

o
se are th

e six
 w

h
o

 
"indicated the shots cam

e 
from

 a 'grassy knoll.' T
w

o, • 
actually, picked the deposi-
tory area. O

ne w
ho indicat-

ed
 th

e k
n

o
ll also

 th
o

u
g

h
t 

the shots sounded like they 
cam

e from
 K

ennedy's car. 

S
IX

 O
T

H
E

R
S

 
B

esid
es H

o
llan

d
, L

an
e 

says six others on the over-
p

ass saw
 sm

o
k

e. A
u

stin
 

M
iller is one. In an affida-

vit N
ov. 22, 1963, he said he 

saw
 "s m

o
k

e o
r steam

" 
co

m
in

g
  fro

m
 th

e k
n
o
ll 

area. W
hen M

iller w
as lat-

er questioned by com
m

is-
sion counsel, L

ane w
rites, 

M
iller w

as "dism
issed be-

fore he could m
ention the 

cru
cial o

b
serv

atio
n

 co
n

-
tained in his affidavit." 

A
ctu

ally
, at th

e en
d

 o
f 

h
is in

terro
g
atio

n
, d

u
rin

g
 

w
h

ich
 h

e in
d

eed
 d

id
 n

o
t 

m
ention any sm

oke, M
iller 

w
as asked if he could add 

anything "that m
ight be of 

any help to the com
m

ission 
o

r to
 th

e in
v

estig
atio

n
 o

f 
the assassination." 

M
iller: "O

ffhand, no sir, 
I d

o
n

't re
c
a
ll a

n
y

th
in

g
 

else." 
M

ay
b

e h
e fo

rg
o

t  th
e 

sm
oke, m

aybe not. B
ut it is 

hardly accurate to convey 
th

e im
p
ressio

n
 th

at th
e 

co
m

m
issio

n
 h

ad
 tu

rn
ed

 
M

iller off before he could 
give testim

ony against the 
depository theory by "dis-
m

issing" him
. 

W
H

O
'S

 C
O

N
C

E
A

L
IN

G
 

L
ane goes on. "C

lem
on 

Jo
h
n
so

n
 to

ld
 F

B
I ag

en
ts 

th
a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 o

b
se

rv
e
d
 

'w
h
ite sm

o
k
e.' " T

h
at is 

A
L

L
 he says about C

lem
on 

Johnson. B
ut Johnson's full 

statem
en

t as p
arap

h
rased

 
by the F

B
I w

as: "Johnson 
stated

 th
at w

h
ite sm

o
k
e 

w
as observed near the pa-

vilion 
a
rra

rIP
 b

u
t h

w
 fe

lt 



C
ritics say

 d
o
t o

n
 th

is 'A
u
to

p
sy

 D
escrip

tiv
e S

k
etch

' 
proves bullet entered JF

K
's back far too low

 to have 
stru

ck
 C

o
n

n
ally

. B
u

t n
o

tes at rig
h

t p
lace d

o
t at b

ase 
of the P

resident's neck —
 high enough, 

I
lly

 V
 1

1
1
., O

A
K

/ it k
J
 V

I
. 

th
at o

f C
m

d
r. B

o
sw

ell o
r 

C
al. F

inek." 
B

o
s
w

e
ll h

a
s
 s

in
c
e
 

cleared
 u

p
 th

is q
u

estio
n

. 
H

e m
ad

e th
e m

ark
s. H

e 
ad

m
its th

e d
o

t is n
o

t p
re- 

- cise. 
"T

he dot w
as just m

eant 
a to im

ply w
here the point of 

en
try

 w
as," h

e ex
p
lain

s. 
"T

he notes describing the 
point of entry are near this 

: .m
a
rk

 a
n

d
 g

iv
e
 p

re
c
ise

 
m

easu
rem

en
ts g

iv
in

g
 th

e 
-e

x
a
c
t lo

c
a
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 

w
ound." 

It is a hallm
ark of the crit-

ic's general scholarship that 
in

 zero
in

g
 in

 o
n
 th

is sk
etch

 
none of them

 points out that 
alth

o
u

g
h

 th
e d

o
t is w

ro
n

g
, 

th
e d

escrip
tio

n
 is clear: 1

4
 

cen
tim

eters d
o

w
n

 fro
m

 th
e 

right m
astoid process, w

hich 
is the bony point behind the 
right ear, and 14 centim

eters 
in from

 the right acro
m

iu
m

, 
w

hich is the tip of the shoul-
d

er jo
in

t. T
h

at p
o

in
t, o

n
 a 

m
an of K

ennedy's size, is at 
the base of the neck. 

PL
U

N
G

E
 A

H
E

A
D

 
A

n
d
 so

 th
e critics p

lu
n
g
e 

ahead constructing their case 
against the W

arren report. 
H

ere 's E
p

stein
, h

an
d

lin
g

 
the descriptive sheets: 

"T
h
e
 fa

c
e
 sh

e
e
t sh

o
w

s 
front and back diagram

s of 
th

e
 p

re
sid

e
n
t's b

o
d
y
."

 
W

rong. T
hey are outlines of 

a hum
an m

ale and not spe-
cifically the president. 

"O
n the front diagram

, the 
th

ro
at w

o
u
n
d
 is ju

st b
elo

w
 

th
e co

llar lin
e; o

n
 th

e b
ack

 
diagram

 the entrance w
ound 

is m
u
ch

 farth
er b

elo
w

 th
e 

collar-line. T
hu  s, although 

C
om

m
ander H

um
es testified 

in 
M

arch that th
e entrance 

w
ound w

as above the throat 
w

ound, during the autopsy he 
m

arked the entrance w
ound 

b
elo

w
 th

e th
ro

at w
o

u
n

d
." 

W
rong. H

um
es didn't m

ake 
the m

ark. A
nd H

um
es' testi-

m
o
n
y
 co

n
fo

rm
ed

  ex
actly

  

to
 in

tern
al in

 an
 u

p
w

ard
 

and inw
ard slanting direc-

tio
n

," say
s B

o
sw

ell. E
p

-
stein 

says 
th

ere is o
th

er 
evidence that a bullet nev-
er w

ent through the presi-
d
en

t's n
eck

 fro
m

 b
ack

 to
 

front. F
or this conclusion, 

he turns to the autopsy it-
self. 

"T
he fact that the autop-

sy surgeons w
ere not able 

to find a path for the bullet 
is further evidence that the 
b

u
llet d

id
 n

o
t p

ass co
m

-
pletely through the presi-
dent's body," E

pstein says. 
O

n
e
 o

f th
e
 th

in
g

s o
n

 
w

h
ic

h
 h

e
 b

a
se

s th
is is 

H
u

m
es' testim

o
n

y
 th

at 
pathologists w

ere u n a b I e 
"to

 tak
e p

ro
b
es an

d
 h

av
e 

th
em

 satisfacto
rily

 fall 

Iets had entered just below
 

his shoulder to the right of 
the spinal colum

n at an an-
gle of 45-60 degrees dow

n-
w

ard
, th

at th
ere w

as n
o

 
point of exit, and that the 
b
u
lle

t w
a
s n

o
t in

 th
e
 

body." 
L

ane says this report had 
to be the correct version of 
the autopsy finding. 

"C
learly F

B
I D

irector J. 
E

d
g

ar H
o

o
v

er w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t 
presum

e to sum
m

arize the 
'm

 e di c al exam
ination of 

the president's body' —
 the 

au
to

p
sy

 rep
o
rt —

 in
 so

 
vital a docum

ent unless the 
au

to
p
sy

 rep
o
rt h

ad
 b

een
 

studied carefully. T
he un-

d
ated

 au
to

p
sy

 rep
o

rt p
re-

pared by the m
ilitary phy-

sician
s an

d
 p

u
b
lish

ed
 b

y
 

L
iluuL

eu steam
 w

 nears m
an-

u
re, critics su

ch
 as L

an
e. 

W
eisberg and E

pstein —
 if 

th
ey

 are ju
d

g
ed

 b
y

 th
eir 

perform
ance —

 w
ould say 

ignore the autopsy, look at 
the w

art. 

P
IC

K
 A

N
D

 C
H

O
O

S
E

 
T

his is w
hat they've done 

on focusing on w
hat hap-

pened w
hen the president 

w
as taken to P

arkland M
e-

m
o
rial H

o
sp

ita I. A
g
ain

, 
they show

 how
 they pick 

and chose to get w
hat they 

did —
 an entrance w

ound 
at the throat. 

L
an

e n
eed

s th
is to

 su
p

-
p

o
rt h

is arg
u

m
en

ts th
at 

th
ere w

as a sh
o
t o

r sh
o
ts 

fired from
 the grassy knoll 

—
 the greensw

ard parallel 
to the presidential m

otor-
cade —

 rather than solely 
from

 O
sw

ald's perch on the 
six

th
 flo

o
r o

f th
e T

ex
as 

School B
ook D

epository. 
"A

lthough every doctor 
w

h
o
 h

ad
 seen

 the 
throat 

w
ound prior to the tracheo-

tom
y and expressed a con-

tem
poraneous opinion had 

said that it w
as a w

ound of 
en

tran
ce," L

an
e say

s o
n

 
P

ag
e 5

3
 o

f h
is b

o
o
k
, th

e 
com

m
ission chose to dis-

m
iss th

ese as erro
n
eo

u
s 

conclusions stem
m

ing from
 

a doctor's observations to 
the press. 

L
et's see. 

FIR
S

T D
O

C
TO

R
 

D
r. C

h
arles S

. C
arrico. 

L
ane doesn't nam

e him
 as 

one of the doctors saying 
th

ere w
as an

 en
tr an

ce 
w

o
u
n
d
 at th

e th
ro

at. B
u
t 

C
arrico w

as the first doc-
tor to see the P

resident. In 
a w

ritten
 rep

o
rt d

ated
 at 

4:20 p.m
. on the day of the 

assassination, C
arrico de-

scrib
ed

 th
e w

o
u
n
d
 as a 

"sm
all penetrating w

ound 
of the neck in the low

er 1-3." 
"P

en
etratin

g
" in

 m
ed

ical 
term

inology ein m
ean e-

ther 
en

tran
ce o

r ex
it. In

 

1.111 	
s
ir. 	

.
 

H
e helped w

ith the tracheo-
to

m
y

. O
n

 P
ag

e 5
2

 o
f h

is 
b

o
o

k
 L

an
e w

rit es: "D
r. 

C
h
arles R

, B
ax

ter to
ld

 
com

m
ission consel that 'it 

w
o
u
ld

 b
e u

n
u
su

al fo
r a 

h
ig

h
 v

elo
city

 m
issile' to

 
cause an exit w

ound pos-
sessing the characteristics 
o

f th
e p

resid
en

t's th
ro

at 
w

ound." 

R
E

P
L

Y
 O

M
IT

T
E

D
 

B
u

t L
an

e left o
u

t m
o

st 
o

f th
e sen

ten
ce o

n
 P

ag
e 

4
2
, V

o
I. V

I, w
h
ich

 w
as 

a rep
ly

 B
ax

ter m
ad

e to
 

a q
u
estio

n
. It says: 

"A
i-

though it w
ould be unusual 

for a high velocity m
issile 

o
f th

is ty
p

e
 to

 c
a
u

se
 a

 
w

o
u
n
d
 as y

o
u
 h

av
e d

e-
s cr ib

 e d
, th

e p
assag

e 
th

ro
u
g
h
 tissu

e p
lan

es o
f 

th
is d

en
sity

 co
u
ld

 h
av

e 
w

ell resu
lted

 in
 th

e se-
quence you outline; nam

e-
ly, that the anterior w

ound 
does represent a w

ound of 
exit." 

D
r. R

onald C
. Jones, H

is 
report described the w

ound 
as an entrance w

ound. H
e 

testified as to his reasons 
fo

r th
is b

elief, an
d
 L

an
e 

quotes his testim
ony from

 
P

age 55, V
ol. V

I —
 up to a 

point, an im
portant point. 

In L
ane's book, Jones says 

in
 p

a
rt "'Y

o
u
'd

 e
x
p
e
c
t 

m
ore of an explosive type 

of exit w
ound, w

ith m
ore 

tissue destruction than this 
appeared to have." T

hree 
w

ords w
ere then dropped 

after "h
av

e." T
h
ey

 w
ere 

. on superficial exam
i-

nation." 
L

 a lie d
o
esn

't m
en

tio
n
 

th
at n

o
n

e o
f th

e d
o

cto
rs 

knew
 there w

as a w
ound 

at the back of the neck. 
L

ane and W
eisberg also 

em
p

h
asize th

at th
e little 

entrance hole on the back 
of the president's skull w

as 
n
o
t seen

 b
y
 th

e d
o
cto

rs_
 

L
an

e's treatm
en

t o
f th

is 
deserves a close look. 

treating an acutely injured 
patient. Y

ou have to deter-
m

ine w
hich things, w

hich 
a
re

 im
m

e
d
ia

te
ly

 life
 

threatening and cope w
ith 

them
, before attem

pting to 
evaluate the full extent of 
the injuries. 

A
IR

W
A

Y
 V

IT
A

L
 

"
Q

: D
id

 you ever have 
o
ccasio

n
 to

 lo
o
k
 at th

e 
president's back?" 

"D
r. C

arrico: N
o sir. B

e-
fo

re —
 w

ell, in
 try

in
g

 to
 

treat an acutely injured pa-
tient. you have to establish 
an airw

ay, adequate venti-
lation and you have to es-
tab

lish
 ad

eq
u

ate circu
la-

tio
n

. B
efo

re th
is w

as ac-
com

plished the president's 
cardiac activity had ceased 
an

d
 clo

sed
 card

iac m
as-

sage w
as instituted, w

hich 
m

ade it im
possible to in-

spect his back." 
W

as this done after the 
p
resid

en
t d

ied
? N

o
. N

o
t 

o
n
e d

o
cto

r ev
er said

 th
is 

w
as done. W

hy not, C
arrico 

w
as asked. 
"I suppose nobody really 

had the heart to do it." 

1V
—

T
he G

rassy K
noll 

It happened in a sm
all 

park called D
ealey P

laza, 
n

am
ed

 in
 h

o
n

o
r o

f a fa-
m

ous D
allas publisher. Its 

central landm
ark used to 

be a bronze statue of that 
citizen, G

eorge B
. D

ealey. 
N

ow
 there are others; the 

yellow
 brick 

m
ass 

o
f th

e 
T

exas School B
ook D

eposi-
tory and, close by, an em

-
barkm

ent now
 called "the 

grassy knoll." 	
- 

S
o
m

e saw
 a rifle in

 a 
building w

indow
. 

T
he W

arren C
om

m
ission 

decided it w
as from

 there 
the assassin fired. 

S
o
m

e 
saw

 
a
 p

u
ff o

f 
sm

oke on a grassy knoll. 
C

ritics 
have 

decided it 
w

as from
 there an assassin 

fired. 

d
o
es so

 b
ecau

se critics 
stress w

hat people saw
 and 

h
eard

 th
ere. T

h
ey

 h
av

e 
n

o
t, h

o
w

e
v

e
r, stre

sse
d

 
ev

ery
th

in
g
 th

at p
eo

p
le 

heard or saw
 there. O

r did 
not hear or see. 

O
N

 O
V

E
R

P
A

S
S

 
C

onsider S
. M

. H
olland. 

H
o

llan
d

 w
as stan

d
in

g
 o

n
 

an
 o

v
erp

ass ab
o

v
e E

lm
 

S
treet as th

e m
o
to

rcad
e 

ap
p

ro
ach

ed
. T

h
e g

rassy
 

knoll w
as slightly to his left 

in the foreground. T
he T

ex-
as School B

ook D
epository, 

fro
m

 w
h

ich
 th

e co
m

m
is-

sio
n
 say

s th
e sh

o
ts w

ere 
fired, w

as also slightly to 
his left but behind the pres-
idential lim

ousine. H
olland 

b
eard

 a n
o

ise lik
e a fire-

cracker. "I looked tow
ard 

th
e arcad

e an
d

 trees an
d

 
saw

 a puff of sm
oke com

e 
fro

m
 th

e trees." T
h

at is 
w

hat H
olland told sheriff's 

deputies right after the as-
sassin

atio
n
, an

d
 th

at is 
how

 M
ark L

ane quotes him
 

in "R
ush to Judgm

ent" 
B

ut there is m
ore to the 

sen
ten

ce, alth
o

u
g

h
 L

an
 e 

d
o

e
s n

o
t in

c
lu

d
e
 it. It 

read
s: ". . . A

n
d
 I h

eard
 

three m
ore shots after the 

first shot, but that w
as the 

only puff of sm
oke I saw

." 

N
O

 M
O

R
E

 P
U

F
F

S
 

If one puff of sm
oke sug-

gests som
eone shot a gun 

from
 the knoll, w

hat does 
the absence of three subse-
quent puffs suggest? T

he 
ju

ry
, th

e read
in

g
 p

u
b
lic, 

w
as n

o
t ask

ed
 to

 d
ecid

e. 
M

ark L
ane did it for them

. 
H

e decided not to raise the 
question. 

E
p

stein
 w

ro
te ". . . S

ix
 

out of seven of these w
it-

nesses on the overpass w
ho 

gave an opinion as to the 
source of the shots indicat-
ed that the shots had com

e 
fro

m
 a 'g

rassy
 k

n
o
ll.' " 

T
hey did? 

M
iller is one. In an affida-

vit N
ov. 22, 1963, he said he 

saw
 "s m

o
k

e o
r steam

" 
co

m
in

g
 fro

m
 th

e k
n

o
ll 

area. W
hen M

iller w
as lat-

er questioned by com
m

is-
sion counsel, L

ane w
rites, 

M
iller w

as "dism
issed be-

fore he could m
ention the 

cru
cial o

b
serv

atio
n

 co
n

-
tained in his affidavit." 

A
ctu

ally
, at th

e en
d
 o

f 
h
is in

terro
g
atio

n
, d

u
rin

g
 

w
h
ich

 h
e in

d
eed

 d
id

 n
o
t 

m
ention any sm

oke, M
iller 

w
as asked if he could add 

anything "that m
ight be of 

any help to the com
m

ission 
o

r to
 th

e in
v

estig
atio

n
 o

f 
the assassination." 

M
iller: "O

ffhand, no sir, 
I d

o
n
't recall an

y
 th

in
 g

 
else." 

M
ay

b
e h

e fo
r g

o
t th

e 
sm

oke, m
aybe not. B

ut it is 
hardly accurate to convey 
th

e im
p

ressio
n

 th
at th

e 
co

m
m

issio
n

 h
ad

 tu
rn

ed
 

M
iller off before he could 

give testim
ony against the 

depository theory by "dis-
m

issing" him
. 

W
H

O
'S

 C
O

N
C

E
A

L
IN

G
 

L
ane goes on. "C

lem
on 

Jo
h
n
so

n
 to

ld
 F

B
I ag

en
ts 

th
a
t h

e
 h

a
d

 o
b

se
rv

e
d

 
`w

h
ite sm

o
k

e.' " T
h

at is 
A

L
L

 he says about C
lem

on 
Johnson. B

ut Johnson's full 
statem

en
t as p

arap
h

rased
 

by the F
B

I w
as: "Johnson 

stated
 th

at w
h

ite sm
o

k
e 

w
as observed near the pa-

vilion arcade but 
h

e 
felt 

th
is sm

o
k

e cam
e fro

m
 a 

m
otorcycle abandoned near 

the spot by D
allas police-

m
en." W

ho, does it seem
, 

is dism
issing w

hat? 
T

he other four w
yo L

ane 
says saw

 sm
oke —

 R
ichard 

D
o
d
d
, W

alter W
in

d
b
o
rn

, 
S

im
m

o
n
s an

d
 M

u
rp

h
y
 -

w
ere interview

ed by him
 in 

1966. W
hatever they told 

L
ane then, only one —

 Sim
-

m
ons —

 m
entioned sm

oke 

.—
T

arn to Page 40 
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S
enator R

ussell (D
-G

a.), investigating the assassination, 
sits b

eh
in

d
 g

u
n

 at sn
ip

er's w
in

d
o

w
. 

P
a
g

e
 40—

.1A.r-xam
itter 	

M
on., June 26, 1967 

Som
e W

itnesses Saw
 P

uff of Sm
oke 

B
ut W

as T
here 

A
ny R

ifle Fire? 
—

F
rom

 P
age 39 

to the F
B

I w
hen questioned 

during the assassination in-
vestigation. 

S
im

m
ons said he thought 

he saw
 "exhaust fum

es" of 
sm

o
k

e n
ear th

e em
b

an
k

=
 

m
ent in front of the T

exas 
S

ch
o
o
l B

o
o
k
 D

ep
o
sito

ry
. 

H
e ran

 to
w

ard
 th

at b
u
ild

-
ing w

ith a policem
an, first 

lo
o

k
in

g
 o

v
e
r th

e
 k

n
o

ll 
fence. T

w
o years later the 

"ex
h
au

st fu
m

es" b
y
 th

e 
depository have becom

e "a 
p
u
ff o

f sm
o
k
e" n

ear th
e 

fence. 

N
O

T
 IN

C
L

U
D

E
D

 
L

an
e sav

es th
e read

er 
th

e tro
u
b
le o

f h
av

in
g
 to

 
decide w

hich recollection is 
accu

rate. T
h
e first, g

iv
en

 
to the F

B
I, is not included 

in his book. 
W

hether they saw
 sm

oke 
o
r n

o
t, it ap

p
aren

tly
 d

id
 

not aid D
odd or W

indborn 
in placing the source of the 
sh

o
ts. T

h
ey

 to
ld

 th
e F

B
I 

th
ey

 co
u

ld
n

't tell w
h

ere 
they cam

e from
. 

T
here are three other as-

pects of sm
oke, not dw

elled 
upon by L

ane or E
pstein in 

connection w
ith the knoll. 

• 
T

h
e
re

 w
a
s a

 ste
a
m

 
pipe in the area. 

• F
B

I tests sh
o

w
ed

 th
e 

alleg
ed

 assassin
atio

n
 rifle 

p
ro

d
u

ced
 o

n
ly

 a "sm
all 

am
o

u
n

t" o
f sm

o
k

e w
h

en
 

fire
d

; m
o

d
e
rn

 m
ilita

ry
 

gunpow
der is sm

okeless. 
•

N
O

N
E

 of the approxi- 

th
o
u
g
h
t th

e sh
o
ts C

am
e 

fro
m

 th
e "rig

h
t rear." 

N
O

T
 M

E
N

T
IO

N
E

D
 

S
in

ce a 1
 m

 o
st n

o
n
e o

f 
su

c
h

 w
itn

e
sse

s is m
e
n

-
tioned in L

ane's book, per-
haps that is w

hy he fell, no 
n

eed
 to

 m
en

tio
n

 su
ch

 o
th

-
e
rs w

h
o
se

 te
stim

o
n
y
 is 

h
e
lp

fu
l in

 lo
c
a
tin

g
 th

e
 

source of the shots. 
S

uch as M
rs. E

arle C
ab-

e
], th

e
 D

a
lla

s m
a
y
o
r's 

w
ife, w

h
o
 lo

o
k
ed

 to
w

ard
s 

the depository at the sound 
of shots and "saw

 a projec-
tio

n
" in

 an
 u

p
p
er w

in
d
o
w

. 
O

r B
o
b
 Jack

so
n
, a p

ress 
p

h
o

to
g

rap
h

er, w
h

o
 a 1

 s o
 

looked up at the depository 
an

d
 to

ld
 co

lleag
u
es in

 a 
m

o
to

rc
a
d

e
 p

re
s
s
 c

a
r 

"th
e
re

 is th
e
 g

u
n

!" O
r 

Ja
m

e
s C

ra
w

fo
rd

 w
h

o
 

lo
o
k
ed

 u
p
 at th

e so
u
n
d
 o

f 
th

e th
ird

 sh
o
t an

d
 "saw

 a 
m

o
v

em
en

t" in
 th

e so
u

th
-

east w
in

d
o

w
 o

f th
e six

th
 

floor of the depository and 
told a friend "if those w

ere 
shots, they cam

e from
 that 

w
indow

" and then advised 
p

o
lice to

 search
 aro

u
n

d
 

so
m

e b
o
x
es h

e saw
 in

 th
e 

w
indow

. P
olice did. 

T
h
ey

 fo
u
n
d
 th

ree rifle 
sh

ells th
at w

ere fired
 b

y
 a 

rifle
 a

lso
 fo

u
n
d
 o

n
 th

a
t 

floor —
 by that rifle and no 

o
th

e
r. B

u
lle

t fra
g
m

e
n
ts 

fo
u
n
d
 in

 K
en

n
ed

y
 's car 

also
 co

m
e fro

m
 th

at rifle 
and no other. 

M
a
y
b
e
 L

a
n
e
 h

a
d
 th

e
 

JIM
 G

A
R

R
IS

O
N

 
C

ourt w
ill decide 

th
an

 th
ey

 h
ad

 co
m

e fro
m

 
above her head. 

M
rs. H

e
ste

r: S
h

e
 w

a
s 

standing near the overpass 
approxim

ately in line w
ith 

K
en

n
ed

y
's car an

d
 th

e d
e-

p
o

sito
r y

. S
h

e
 sa

id
 sh

e
 

co
u
ld

 g
iv

e n
o
 p

o
sitio

n
 fo

r 
th

e sh
o

ts o
th

er th
an

 to
 tell 

th
e F

B
I sh

e b
eliev

ed
 sh

e 
an

d
 h

er h
u
sb

an
d
 w

ere in
 

the line of fire. 

F
O

U
R

 M
O

R
E

 
T

he other four of the nine 
E

p
stein

 said
 id

en
tified

 th
e 

knoll did, indeed, think the 
shots cam

e from
 there. 

E
pstein 	

c
o
n
tin

u
e
 s: 

"E
ig

h
t w

itn
e
ss e

s w
e
re

 
stan

d
in

g
 acro

ss th
e street 

fro
m

 th
e k

n
o
ll: all eig

h
t 

said they thought the shots 
had com

e from
 the knoll." 

A
c
tu

 a
 lIy

.four of them
 

d
id

. O
n

e said
 sh

e co
u

ld
n

't 
determ

ine the source. T
w

o 
th

o
u

g
h

t th
e
 sh

o
ts c

a
m

e
 

possibly from
 the deposito-

ry
 a

re
a
. O

n
e
 sa

id
 th

e
y

 
c
a
m

e
 fro

m
 o

n
e
 o

f tw
o
 

B
o
w

e
rs

' te
s
tim

o
n

y
 

d
o
esn

't ru
le o

u
t th

e k
n
o
ll. 

It d
o

esn
't ru

le o
u

t th
e d

e-
pository. It does help those 
in

v
estig

ato
rs try

in
g
 to

 ex
-

plain w
hy w

itnesses to the 
assassination gave conflict-
ing opinions as to the sound 
of the shots. If B

ow
ers w

as 
h

elp
fu

l in
 th

is reg
ard

 to
 

L
a
n

e
 o

r E
p

ste
in

, th
e
y

 
didn't m

ention it. 
A

part from
 w

hat w
itness-

es h
eard

 o
r d

id
 n

o
t h

ear 
fro

m
 th

e k
n
o
ll, L

an
e at-

taches significance to w
hat 

they D
ID

 there. 
"M

any officers said that 
as so

o
n
 as th

e sh
o
ts w

ere 
fired

, th
ey

 ran
 d

irectly
 to

 
th

e k
n
o
ll an

d
 b

eh
in

d
 th

e 
w

ooden fence and began to 
se

a
rc

h
 th

e
 a

re
a
, so

m
e
 

passing the book despitory 
on the w

ay." 
W

hy did people converge 
on the knoll? 

S
E

E
K

IN
G

 S
H

E
LTE

R
 

T
h
e
 R

e
ste

rs ra
n
 T

O
-

W
A

R
D

 it to
 seek

 sh
elter 

from
 the gunfire. M

iss P
a-

tricia A
nn L

aw
rence, w

ho 
h
ad

 b
een

 stan
d
in

g
 at E

lm
 

an
d

 H
o

u
sto

n
, ran

 "alo
n

g
 

w
ith

 th
e cro

w
d
" to

 w
h

ere 
t h

 e p
resid

en
t's car h

ad
 

b
een

 w
h
en

 h
e w

as h
it. S

o
 

did M
rs. C

harles D
avis. "I 

ju
st ran

 alo
n
g
 w

ith
 th

em
," 

said D
anny A

rce. 
C

u
rtis B

ish
o

p
, o

n
 th

e
 

o
v

erp
ass, saw

 p
eo

p
le ru

n
-

n
in

g
 in

 ev
ery

 d
irectio

n
." 

G
en

ev
a H

in
e, o

n
 th

e sec-
o
n
d
 flo

o
r o

f th
e d

ep
o
si-

to
ry

, saw
 p

eo
p
le ru

n
n
in

g
 

E
A

S
T

 on E
lm

, aw
ay from

 
the knoll. 

R
alph W

alters, a deputy 
sheriff, ran tow

ard the ov-
erp

ass w
h
ere h

e h
ad

 least 
seen

 th
e p

resid
en

tial lire- 

w
hat bystanders told them

, 
b

ecau
se th

ey
 saw

 o
th

ers 
ru

n
n
in

g
 th

at w
ay

 o
r b

e-
c
a
u
s
e
 o

f w
h
e
re

 th
e
y
 

th
o

u
g

h
t th

e so
u

n
d

s cam
e 

from
. 

"E
v

e
ry

b
o

d
y

 w
a
s ju

st 
running around in circles," 
said

 D
ep

u
ty

 E
d

d
y

 R
ay

-
m

ond W
aithers. 

U
n

d
en

iab
ly

, t h
 e k

n
o

ll 
area w

as w
id

ely
 search

ed
 

b
y

 o
fficers im

m
ed

iately
 

after th
e sh

o
ts. A

n
d

 w
h

at 
w

as found? 

S
A

W
 N

O
T

H
IN

G
 

"T
h
ere w

asn
't an

y
th

in
g
 

o
v

er th
ere," said

 p
atro

l-
m

an E
. L

. S
m

ith. 
"W

e d
id

n
't see an

y
th

in
g

 
th

ere," said
 D

ep
u

ty
 L

u
k

e 
M

o
o
n
ey

 w
h
o
 th

o
u
g
h
t th

e 
shots cam

e from
 the knoll. 

Jo
h
n
 an

d
 F

ay
e C

h
ism

, 
sta

n
d

in
g

 in
 fro

n
t o

f th
e
 

k
n
o
ll, h

ad
 lo

o
k
ed

 aro
u
n
d
 

w
hen they heard the shots. 

T
hey say no one. 
H

aro
ld

 E
lk

in
s, an

o
th

er 
deputy, ran into B

ow
ers in 

th
e railro

ad
 y

ard
. B

o
w

ers 
sa

id
 h

e
 h

a
d
 se

e
n
 th

re
e
 

o
u

t-o
f-state cars d

riv
in

g
 

aro
u

n
d

 th
e p

ark
in

g
 area 

behind the knoll just before 
t h

 e assassin
atio

n
. T

w
o

 
drove off before the shots. 
L

an
e m

en
tio

n
s th

is. A
n

d
 

the third? L
ane leaves him

 
n

ear th
e k

n
o

ll an
d

 leav
es 

th
e read

er to
 co

n
jectu

re 
w

h
at th

e d
riv

er m
ig

h
t o

r 
m

ight not have done there. 
"T

he last I saw
 of him

 he 
w

as p
au

sin
g

 ju
st ab

o
u

t in
 

—
 just above the assassina-

tio
n
 site." L

an
e h

as th
is 

quote of B
ow

ers. 
H

e doesn't have this one: 
"H

e
 1

 e
f t th

is a
re

a
 ju

st 
about 12:25 p.m

." T
he as-

sa
ssin

a
tio

n
 o

c
c
u
rre

d
 a

t 
12:30 p.m

.  

w
ere kneeling. S

o m
ust the 

assassin
 h

av
e b

een
 to

 fire 
th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e
 w

in
d
o
w

. A
 

sm
all point. A

 sm
all r_ebut- 

tal —
 too sm

all, evidently, 
to include in "Inquest." 

A
t a police lineup the day 

o
f th

e assassin
atio

n
, B

ren
-

nan said he could not posi-
tiv

ely
 id

en
tify

 O
sw

ald
 as 

th
e assassin

. F
o
u
r m

o
n
th

s 
later, h

e to
ld

 th
e co

m
m

is-
sio

n
 h

e co
u

ld
. H

e said
 h

e 
h
ad

n
't d

o
n
e so

 earlier b
e-

cau
se h

e feared
 C

o
m

m
u

-
n

ist rep
risal. E

p
stein

 u
ses 

th
is d

iscrep
an

cy
 to

 attack
 

B
ren

n
an

's cred
ib

ility
. H

e 
d

o
esn

't m
en

tio
n

 th
at th

e 
co

m
m

issio
n
 a'g

rees w
ith

 
him

. 
B

e
c
a
u
se

 B
re

n
n
a
n
 d

e
-

c
lin

e
d
 to

 m
a
k
e
 p

o
sitiv

e
 

identification fo O
sw

ald at 
the lineup, the com

m
ission 

said
 it "d

o
es n

o
t b

ase its 
co

n
clu

sio
n
 co

n
cern

in
g
 th

e 
id

en
tity

 o
f th

e assassin
 o

n
 

B
ren

n
an

's su
b
seq

u
en

t cer-
tain identification." 

F
IN

G
E

R
P

R
IN

T
S

 

T
he com

m
ission, how

ev-
er, does not question-B

ren-
n

a
n

's c
re

d
ib

ility
 th

a
t h

e
 

sa
w

 a
 m

a
n
 firin

g
 a

 rifle
 

fro
m

 a d
ep

o
sito

ry
 w

in
d

o
w

 
b
ecau

se n
ear th

at w
in

d
o
w

 
w

ere found not only a rifle 
b
u
t sh

ells an
d
 fin

g
erp

rin
ts 

of L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald. 
It m

ig
h

t also
 b

e n
o

ted
, 

alth
o
u
g
h
 E

p
stein

 d
o
es n

o
t, 

that w
hile on N

ov. 22 B
ren-

nan said he could not m
ake 

p
o

sitiv
e id

en
tificatio

n
, h

e 
d
id

 th
en

 say
 th

at m
an

 N
o
. 

2
 in

 th
e
 lin

e
u

p
 "

m
o

st 
c
lo

se
ly

 re
se

m
b
le

 d
" th

e
 

m
an he saw

 in the w
indow

. 
L

ee H
arv

ey
 O

sw
ald

 w
as 

m
an N

o. 2. 
T

here is also m
ore to E

p-
cteie

,c 
P

llp
r
m

tin
n

 th
 a

 t 

V
.—

C
onspiracy 

L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald: T
he 

lo
n
e, w

ith
d
raw

n
 ch

ild
 . . 

T
he lone reader of M

arxist 
thunder in hushed libraries 
. . . T

he lone rejecter of his 
h
o
m

elan
d
 . . . T

h
e lo

n
e 

p
ro

d
ig

a
l re

tu
rn

e
d

 to
 

frien
d

less fru
stratio

n
 . . . 

B
ut, hunched in the deposi-

tory w
indow

, still alone? 
T

he W
arren C

om
m

ission 
'n

ev
er said

: L
ee H

arv
ey

 
O

sw
ald

, alo
n

e, m
u

rd
ered

 
John F

. K
ennedy, period. 

It a
c
tu

a
lly

 sa
id

: "T
h
e
 

co
m

m
issio

n
 h

as fo
u

n
d

 n
o

 
evidence that O

sw
ald w

as 
in

v
o
lv

ed
 w

ith
 an

y
 p

erso
n
 

o
r g

ro
u
p
 in

 a co
n
sp

iracy
.  

c
e
n

t,"
 L

a
n

e
 w

rite
s
 in

 
"R

u
sh

 to
 Ju

d
g
m

en
t." 

"A
n objective analysis of 

th
e
 re

c
o
rd

 m
ig

h
t y

ie
ld

 a
 

som
ew

hat different evalua-
tion of R

uby's conduct." 
L

a
n

e
 m

e
n

tio
n

s a
n

 in
-

stance on N
ov. 21 w

hen the 
com

m
ission had said R

uby 
"v

isited
 w

ith
 a y

o
u
n
g
 lad

y
 

w
h
o
  w

as jo
b
 h

u
n
tin

g
 in

 
D

allas." 
"C

o
n
tra

ry
 to

 th
e
 c

o
m

-
m

ission's unassum
ing sum

-
m

atio
n
," say

s L
an

e, "R
u
b
y
 

d
id

 n
o
t m

erely
 v

isit w
ith

 a 
y
o
u
n
g
 lad

y
 w

h
o
 w

as jo
b
 

h
u
n
tin

g
. C

o
m

m
issio

n
 E

x
-

hibit 2270, an F
B

I report of 
an

 in
terv

iew
 w

ith
 C

o
n

n
ie 

T
ram

m
el, th

e y
o

u
n

g
 lad

y
 

in
 

(1
1
1
P

S
tin

n
 

riiin
tIcrn

e
 

th
a 



S
enator R

ussell (D
-G

a.), investigating the assassination
,  

sits behind gun at sniper's w
indow

. 

JIM
 G

A
R

R
IS

O
N

 
C

ourt w
ill decide 

—
F

rom
 P

age se 

to the F
B

I w
hen questioned 

during the assassination in-
vestigation. 

S
im

m
ons said he thought 

lie saw
 "exhaust fum

es" of 
sm

o
k
e n

ear th
e em

b
an

k
-

m
ent in front of the T

exas 
S

ch
o
o
l B

o
o
k
 D

ep
o
sito

ry
. 

H
e ran

 to
w

ard
 th

at b
u
ild

-
ing w

ith a policem
an, first 

lo
o
k
in

g
 o

v
e
r th

e
 k

n
o
ll 

fence. T
w

o years later the 
"ex

h
au

st fu
m

es" b
y
 th

e 
depository have becom

e "a 
p
u
ff o

f sm
o
k
e" n

ear th
e 

fence. 

N
O

T
 IN

C
L

U
D

E
D

 

L
an

e sav
es th

e read
er 

th
e tro

u
b
le o

f h
av

in
g
 to

 
decide w

hich recollection is 
accu

rate. T
h
e first, g

iv
en

 
to the F

B
I, is not included 

in his book. 
W

hether they saw
 sm

oke 
o
r n

o
t, it ap

p
aren

tly
 d

id
 

not aid D
odd or W

indborn 
in placing the source of the 
sh

o
ts. T

h
ey

 to
ld

 th
e F

B
I 

th
ey

 co
u
ld

n
't tell w

h
ere 

they cam
e from

. 
T

here are three other as-
pects of sm

oke, not dw
elled 

upon by L
ane or E

pstein in 
connection w

ith the knoll. 
• 

T
h
e
re

 w
a
s a

 ste
a
m

 
pipe in the area. 

• 
F

B
I tests sh

o
w

ed
 th

e 
alleg

ed
 assassin

atio
n
 rifle 

p
ro

d
u
ced

 o
n
ly

 a "sm
all 

am
o
u
n
t" o

f sm
o
k
e w

h
en

 
fire

d
; m

o
d
e
rn

 m
ilita

ry
 

gunpow
der is sm

okeless. 
•

N
O

N
E

 of the approxi-
m

ately
 2

0
0
 assassin

atio
n
 

w
itnesses questioned other 

th
an

 th
e fo

u
r o

n
 th

e o
v
er-

pass m
entions seeing A

N
Y

 
sm

oke, anyw
here. 

IN
 F

IR
E

 L
IN

E
 

L
ane says only those on 

th
e o

v
erp

ass c 	
d
 se

e
 

sm
o
k
e fro

m
 th

e k
n
o
ll b

e-
cau

se o
f its elev

atio
n
 an

d
 

th
e b

u
sh

es aro
u
n
d
 it. B

u
t 

those persons on the south 
sid

e o
f E

lm
 S

treet sh
o
u
ld

 
h
av

e seen
 it, if th

ere w
as 

any. T
hey, not those on the 

o
v
erp

ass, w
ere in

 a d
irect 

lin
e o

f fire. N
o
n
e o

f th
em

 
m

entioned sm
oke. 

L
an

e cites w
h
at p

eo
p
le  th

o
u
 g

 n
 t m

e sn
o
ts cam

e 
fro

m
 th

e "rig
h
t rear." 

N
O

T
 M

E
N

T
IO

N
E

D
 

S
in

ce a 1
m

 o
st n

o
n
e o

f 
su

c
h
 w

itn
e
sse

s is m
e
n
-

tioned in L
ane's book, per-

haps that is w
hy he felt no 

n
eed

 to
 m

en
tio

n
 su

ch
 o

th
-

e
rs w

h
o
se

 te
stim

o
n
y
 is 

h
e
lp

fu
l in

 lo
c
a
tin

g
 th

e
 

source of the shots. 

S
uch as M

rs. E
arle C

all-
e
n
, th

e
 D

a
lla

s m
a
y
o
r's 

w
ife, w

h
o
 lo

o
k
ed

 to
w

ard
s 

the depository at the sound 
of shots and "saw

 a projec-
tio

n
" in

 an
 u

p
p
er w

in
d
o
w

. 
O

r B
o
b
 Jack

so
n
, a p

ress 
p
h
o
to

g
rap

h
er, w

h
o
 also

 
looked up at the depository 
an

d
 to

ld
 co

lleag
u
es in

 a 
m

o
to

rc
a
d
e
 p

re
s
s
 c

a
r 

"th
e
re

 is th
e
 g

u
n
!" O

r 
Ja

m
e
s C

ra
w

fo
rd

 w
h
o
 

lo
o
k
ed

 u
p
 at th

e so
u
n
d
 o

f 
th

e th
ird

 sh
o
t an

d
 "saw

 a 
m

o
v
em

en
t" in

 th
e so

u
th

-
east w

in
d
o
w

 o
f th

e six
th

 
floor of the depository and 
told a friend "if those w

ere 
shots, they cam

e from
 that 

w
indow

" and then advised 
p
o
lice to

 search
 aro

u
n
d
 

so
m

e b
o
x
es h

e saw
 in

 th
e 

w
indow

. P
olice did. 

T
h
ey

 fo
u
n
d
- th

ree rifle 
sh

ells th
at w

ere fired
 b

y
 a 

rifle
 a

lso
 fo

u
n
d
 o

n
 th

a
t 

floor —
 by that rifle and no 

o
th

e
r. B

u
lle

t fra
g
m

e
n
ts 

fo
u
n
d
 in

 K
en

n
ed

y
's  car 

also
 co

m
e fro

m
 th

at rifle 
and no other. 

M
a
y
b
e
 L

a
n
e
 h

a
d
 th

e
 

M
rs. C

abells and B
ob Jack-

sons in m
ind w

hen he said 
th

ere is "so
m

e ev
id

en
ce" 

shots cam
e from

 the depos-
itory. T

here is "som
e" evi-

dence. N
o one saw

 a puff of 
sm

o
k
e th

ere. O
n
ly

 a rifle-
m

an. 
• E

p
stein

 th
in

k
s th

ere is 
"c

o
m

p
e
llin

g
" e

v
id

e
n
c
e
 

sh
o
ts w

ere fired
 fro

m
 th

e 
d
ep

o
sito

ry
. B

u
t h

e fau
lts 

th
e co

m
m

issio
n
 fo

r n
o
t 

lo
o
k
in

g
 m

o
re th

o
ro

u
g
h
ly

 
in

to
 th

e p
o
ssib

ility
 o

f th
e 

k
n
o
ll. H

e
 a

sk
s w

h
y
 th

e
 

com
m

ission did not call the 
10 w

itnesses w
ho stood be-

tw
een

 th
e k

n
o
ll an

d
 th

e 
n
re

sid
e
n
t's c

a
r b

e
c
a
u
se

 

th
an

 th
ey

 h
ad

 co
m

e fro
m

 
above her head. 

M
rs. H

e
ste

r: S
h
e
 w

a
s 

standing near the overpass 
approxim

ately in line w
ith 

K
en

n
ed

y
's car an

d
 th

e d
e-

p
o
sito

r y
. S

h
e
 sa

id
 sh

e
 

co
u
ld

 g
iv

e n
o
 p

o
sitio

n
 fo

r 
th

e sh
o
ts o

th
er th

an
 to

 tell 
th

e F
B

I sh
e b

eliev
ed

 sh
e 

an
d
 h

er h
u
sb

an
d
 w

ere in
 

the line of fire. 

F
O

U
R

 M
O

R
E

 

T
he other four of the nine 

E
p
stein

 said
 id

en
tified

 th
e 

knoll did, indeed, think the 
shots cam

e from
 there. 

E
pstein 	

c
o
n
tin

u
e
 s: 

"E
ig

h
t w

itn
e
ss e

s w
e
re

 
stan

d
in

g
 acro

ss th
e street 

fro
m

 th
e k

n
o
ll: all eig

h
t 

said they thought the shots 
had com

e from
 the knoll" 

A
ctu

ally
 fo

u
r o

f th
em

 
d
id

. O
n
e said

 sh
e co

u
ld

n
't 

determ
ine the source. T

w
o 

th
o
u
g
h
t th

e
 sh

o
ts c

a
m

e
 

possibly from
 the deposito-

ry
 a

re
a
. O

n
e
 sa

id
 th

e
y
 

c
a
m

e
 fro

m
 o

n
e
 o

f tw
o
 

b
u
ild

in
g
s at th

e co
rn

er o
f 

E
lm

 an
d
 H

o
u
sto

n
 . 

T
here are three buildings 

there, one the depository. 
In

 th
e seco

n
d
 ch

ap
ter o

f 
h
is b

o
o
k
, L

a
n
e
 w

rite
 s: 

"T
w

enty-five w
itnesses are 

know
n to have given state-

m
ents or affidavits on N

ov_ 
22 and N

ov. 23 —
 the day of 

an
d
 th

e d
ay

 after th
e as-

sassination —
 about the or-

ig
in

 o
f th

e sh
o
ts. T

w
en

ty
-

erne said they believed that 
th

e sh
o
ts cam

e fro
m

 th
e 

knoll." 

23 W
IT

N
E

S
S

E
S

 
S

h
o
u
ld

 o
n
e
 c

h
e
c
k
 th

e
 

co
m

m
issio

n
 v

o
lu

m
e s, h

e  h
elp

fu
l in

 th
is reg

ard
 to

 
L

a
n
e
 o

r E
p
ste

in
, th

e
y
 

didn't m
ention it. 

A
part from

 w
hat w

itness-
es h

eard
 o

r d
id

 n
o
t h

ear 
fro

m
 th

e k
n
o
ll, L

an
e at-

taches significance to w
hat 

they D
ID

 there. 

"M
any officers said that 

as so
o
n
 as th

e sh
o
ts w

ere 
fired

, th
ey

 ran
 d

irectly
 to

 
th

e k
n
o
ll an

d
 b

eh
in

d
 th

e 
w

ooden fence and began to 
se

a
rc

h
 th

e
 a

re
a
, so

m
e
 

passing the book despitory 
on the w

ay." 
W

hy did people converge 
on the knoll? 

SE
E

K
IN

G
 SH

E
L

T
E

R
 

T
h
e
 H

e
 ste

rs ra
n
 T

O
-

W
A

R
D

 it to
 seek

 sh
elter 

from
 the gunfire. M

iss P
a-

tricia A
nn L

aw
rence, w

ho 
h
ad

 b
een

 stan
d
in

g
 at E

h
n
 

an
d
 H

o
u
sto

n
, ran

 "alo
n
g
 

w
ith

 th
e cro

w
d
" to

 w
h
ere 

t h
 e p

resid
en

t's car h
ad

 
b
een

 w
h
en

 h
e w

as h
it. S

o
 

did M
rs. C

harles D
avis. "I 

just ran along w
ith them

," 
said D

anny A
rce. 

C
u
rtis B

ish
o
p
, o

n
 th

e
 

o
v
erp

ass, saw
 p

eo
p
le ru

n
-

n
in

g
 in

 ev
ery

 d
irectio

n
." 

G
eneva H

in
e, o

n
 th

e sec-
o
n
d
 flo

o
r o

f th
e d

ep
o
si-

to
ry

, saw
 p

eo
p
le ru

n
n
in

g
 

E
A

S
T

 on E
lm

, aw
ay from

 
the knoll. 

R
alph W

alters, a deputy 
sheriff, ran tow

ard the ov-
erp

ass w
h
ere h

e h
ad

 least 
seen

 th
e p

resid
en

tial lim
-

o
u
sin

e. "W
e co

u
ld

n
't g

et 
any inform

ation." 
L

. S
. S

m
ith, another dep-

uty, ran tow
ard the deposi-

to
ry

. A
 w

o
m

an
 said

 th
e 

shots cam
e from

 the knoll. 
S

o
 S

m
ith

 ran
 th

ere. 

R
A

N
 T

O
 K

N
O

L
L

 

John W
isem

an, a deputy, 
ran

 to
 th

e k
n
o
ll w

h
ere h

e 
saw

 p
o
lice h

av
in

g
 tro

u
b
le 

w
ith a m

otorcycle. T
hen a 

w
o
m

an
 p

o
in

ted
 to

 th
e d

e-
p
o
sito

ry
. S

o
 h

e ran
 th

ere. 
D

eputy W
. W

. M
ehra saw

 
people running tow

ard the 
o
v
e
rp

a
ss a

re
a
 "so

 I ra
n
 

that w
ay." M

otorcycle pa-
trolm

an 
C

ly
d
e H

ay
g
o
o
d
 

rirn
ira

 in
w

ard
 the nveroaS

S
  m

ond W
attners. 

U
n
d
en

iab
ly

, th
e  k

n
o
ll 

area w
as w

id
ely

 search
ed

 
b
y
 o

fficers im
m

ed
iately

 
after th

e sh
o
ts. A

n
d
 w

h
at 

w
as found? 

S
A

W
 N

O
T

H
IN

G
 

"T
h
ere w

asn
't an

y
th

in
g
 

o
v
er th

ere," said
 p

atro
l-

m
an E

. L
. S

m
ith. 

"W
e d

id
n
't see an

y
th

in
g
 

th
ere," said

 D
ep

u
ty

 L
u
k
e 

M
o
o
n
ey

 w
h
o
 th

o
u
g
h
t th

e 
shots cam

e from
 the knoll. 

Jo
h
n
 an

d
 F

ay
e C

h
ism

, 
sta

n
d
in

g
 in

 fro
n
t o

f th
e
 

k
n
o
ll, h

ad
 lo

o
k
ed

 aro
u
n
d
 

w
hen they heard the shots. 

T
hey say no one. 
H

aro
ld

 E
lk

in
s, an

o
th

er 
deputy, ran into B

ow
ers in 

th
e railro

ad
 y

ard
. B

o
w

ers 
sa

id
 h

e
 h

a
d
 se

e
n
 th

re
e
 

o
u
t-o

f-state cars d
riv

in
g
 

aro
u
n
d
 th

e p
ark

in
g
 area 

behind the knoll just before 
th

e  assassin
atio

n
. T

w
o
 

drove off before the shots. 
L

an
e m

en
tio

n
s th

is. A
n
d
 

the third? L
ane leaves him

 
n
ear th

e k
n
o
ll an

d
 leav

es 
th

e read
er to

 co
n
jectu

re 
w

h
at th

e d
riv

er m
ig

h
t o

r 
m

ight not have done there. 
"T

he last I saw
 of him

 he 
w

as p
au

sin
g
 ju

st ab
o
u
t in

 
—

 just above the assassina-
tio

n
 site." L

an
e h

as th
is 

quote of B
ow

ers. 
H

e doesn't have this one: 
"
H

e
 le

ft th
is a

re
a
 ju

st 
about 12:25 p.m

." T
he as-

sa
ssin

a
tio

n
 o

c
c
u
rre

d
 a

t 
12:30 p.m

. 

2 M
E

N
 S

E
E

N
 

B
ow

ers also said he saw
 

tw
o m

en w
atching over the 

fence about the tim
e of the 

shots w
hich arouses L

ane's 
suspicion, not, how

ever, to 
th

e ex
ten

t o
f m

en
tio

n
in

g
 

B
o
w

ers saw
 "at least" o

n
e 

of them
 still there as police 

began fanning out over the 
area. 

In
 an

y
 ev

en
t, p

atro
lm

an
 

C
h
a
rle

s
 P

o
lk

 P
la

y
e
r 

searched cars in the lot for 
tw

o hours. H
e didn't report 

fin
d
in

g
 an

y
th

in
g
. S

ev
eral 

h
o
b
o
es fo

u
n
d
 in

 freig
h
t 

cars w
ere questioned. S

ey-
m

our W
eitzm

an found foot-
p
rin

ts "th
at d

id
n
't m

ak
e  th

e assassin
. F

o
u
r m

o
n
th

s 
later, h

e to
ld

 th
e co

m
m

is-
sio

n
 h

e co
u
ld

. H
e said

 h
e 

h
ad

n
't d

o
n
e so

 earlier b
e-

cau
se h

e feared
 C

o
m

m
u
-

n
ist rep

risal. E
p
stein

 u
ses 

th
is d

iscrep
an

cy
 to

 attack
 

B
ren

n
an

's cred
ib

ility
. H

e 
d
o
esn

't m
en

tio
n
 th

at th
e 

co
m

m
issio

n
 a'g

 sees w
ith

 
him

. 
B

e
c
a
u
se

 B
re

n
n
a
n
 d

e
-

c
lin

e
d
 to

 m
a
k
e
 p

e
sitiv

e
 

identification fo O
sw

ald at 
the lineup, the com

m
ission 

said
 it "d

o
es n

o
t b

ase its 
co

n
clu

sio
n
 co

n
cern

in
g
 th

e 
id

en
tity

 o
f th

e assassin
 o

n
 

B
ren

n
an

's su
b
seq

u
en

t cer-
tain identification." 

F
IN

G
E

R
P

R
IN

T
S 

T
he com

m
ission, -  how

ev-
er, does not question -B

ren-
n
a
n
's c

re
d
ib

ility
 th

a
t h

e
 

sa
w

 a
 m

a
n
 firin

g
 a

 rifle
 

fro
m

 a d
ep

o
sito

ry
 w

in
d
o
w

 
b
ecau

se n
ear th

at w
in

d
o
w

 
w

ere found not only a rifle 
b
u
t sh

ells an
d
 fin

g
erp

rin
ts 

of L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald. 
It m

ig
h
t also

 b
e n

o
ted

, 
alth

o
u
g
h
 E

p
stein

 d
o
es n

o
t, 

that w
hile on N

ov. 22 B
ren-

nan said he could not m
ake 

p
o
sitiv

e id
en

tificatio
n
, h

e 
d
id

 th
en

 say
 th

at m
an

 N
o
. 

2
 in

 th
e
 lin

e
u
p
 "

m
o
st 

c
lo

se
ly

 re
se

m
b
le

 d
" th

e
 

m
an he saw

 in the w
indow

. 
L

ee H
arv

ey
 O

sw
ald

 w
as 

m
an N

o. 2. 
T

here is also m
ore to E

p-
stein

's alleg
atio

n
 th

at B
all 

w
as "ex

trem
ely

 d
u
b
io

u
s" 

about B
rennan's testim

ony. 
"E

p
stein

 say
s th

at I to
ld

 
h
im

 w
h
en

 w
e co

n
stru

cted
 

th
e ep

iso
d
e th

at B
ren

n
an

 
'had difficulty seeing a fig-
ure in the w

indow
.' I never 

said that. In the first place, 
w

e d
id

n
't h

av
e B

ren
n
an

 at 
th

e reco
n
stru

ctio
n
 to

 see 
w

h
eth

er h
e co

u
ld

 see. W
e 

h
ad

 h
im

 th
ere so

 th
at h

e 
co

u
ld

 m
ark

 p
o
sitio

n
s o

n
 a 

p
h
o
to

. H
e
 q

u
o
te

s m
e
 a

s 
b
ein

g
 'ex

trem
ely

 d
u
b
io

u
s.' 

I n
ev

er said
 th

at. It d
id

n
't 

happen." 

P
O

O
R

 E
Y

E
SIG

H
T

 

S
o spoke Joseph B

all. F
i- 

j' --C
ons 

L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald: T
he 

lo
n
e, w

ith
d
raw

n
 ch

ild
 . . . 

T
he lone reader of M

arxist 
thunder in hushed libraries 

.. T
he lone rejecter of his 

h
o
m

elan
d
 . . . T

h
e lo

n
e 

p
ro

d
ig

a
l re

tu
rn

e
d
 to

 
frien

d
less fru

stratio
n
 . . 

B
ut, hunched in the deposi-

tory w
indow

, still alone? 
T

he W
arren C

om
m

ission 
n
ev

er said
: L

ee H
arv

ey
 

O
sw

ald
, alo

n
e, m

u
rd

ered
 

John F
. K

ennedy, period. 

It a
c
tu

a
lly

 sa
id

: "T
h
e
 

co
m

m
issio

n
 h

as fo
u
n
d
 n

o
 

evidence that O
sw

ald w
as 

in
v
o
lv

ed
 w

ith
 an

y
 p

erso
n
 

o
r g

ro
u
p
 in

 a co
n
sp

iracy
. 

If th
ere is an

y
 su

ch
 ev

i-
dence, it has been beyond 
the reach of all the investi-
g
a
tiv

e
 a

g
e
n
c
ie

s a
n
d
 re

-
so

u
rc

e
s o

f th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 

S
tates and has not com

e to 
th

e atten
tio

n
 o

f th
e co

m
-

m
ission." 
T

here the m
atter has not 

rested. 
In

 N
ew

 O
rlean

s, D
ist. 

A
tty

. Jim
 G

a
rriso

n
 h

a
s 

c
la

im
e
d
 to

 h
a
v
e
 fo

u
n
d
 

w
h
at th

e co
m

m
issio

n
 d

id
 

n
o
t:  co

n
sp

iracy
. O

n
 th

e 
b
o
o
k
sh

elv
es o

f th
e n

atio
n
 

are volum
es that claim

 the 
sam

e: that O
sw

ald w
as in-

n
o
cen

t, th
at h

e w
as a fall 

g
u
y
, th

at h
e w

as in
v
o
lv

ed
 

w
ith

 T
n
n
tr R

o
b
y
 n

r R
a
rrtn

rri 

cent," 
L

an
e 

w
rite

s
 In

 
"R

u
sh

 to
 Ju

d
g
m

en
t." 

"A
n objective analysis of 

th
e
 re

c
o
rd

 m
ig

h
t y

ie
ld

 a
 

som
ew

hat different evalua-
tion of R

uby's conduct." in-

stance on N
ov. 21 w

hen the 
L

a
n
e
 m

e
n
tio

n
s a

n
 in

-

D
allas." 

"v
isited

 w
ith

 a y
o
u
n
g
 

co
m

m
issio

n
 h

ad
 said

 R
u
b
y
 

m
i's̀CstoanniTsaranyastsoam

thineg selady 

uocom
- 

m
ission's 	

:
 

w
 h

 o
 w

as jo
b
 

h
u

n
tin

g
 in

 

sum
- 

m
atio

n
," 

 tinoont, "  m3 
y
o
u
n
g
 lad

y
 w

h
o
 

h
u

n
tin

g
. C

o
m

m
issio

n
 E

x
-

searyeslyLane, 
 visit 
   

ẁ
i.

` R tuh b y a  

in
 q

u
estio

n
,

interview
 

      

E
x-

hibit 2270, an F
B

I r w e ap s ort jo o bf 

w
ith

 C
o
n
n
ie 

T
ram

m
el, th

e y
o
u
n
g
 lad

y
 

e
s th

e
 

fact th
at R

u
b
y
 d

ro
v
e w

ith
 

HhetiM
t t,o

 thth ee e  :since  ()off L
am

ar 

H
u
n
t" 

S
U

G
G

E
ST

E
D

 
 110in

t.rt 

R
u

b
y
 

b
y
  L

IN
K

 
N

 K
 

L
an

e d
ro

p
s th

e m
atter at 

that 
 

ro
m

ak
e

t  cau
ses.  

h. 

th
e o

ffice o
f 

L
a
m

a
r H

u
n

t, 

w
hose T

exas-rich 
fa

th
er is 

m
a
y
 o

 

a stro
n
g
 su

p
p
o
rter o

f u
ltra-

rig
h
t u

se
 

"R
u
sh

 to
 Ju

d
g
m

en
t" is left 

t  

a T
ht 

he e re 
ay  

re
a
d
e
r of f 

*
 

h
o
w

ev
er, h

e m
ig

h
t tu

rn
  t °

  
x
h
i 

this suggested lin
k

 b
etw

een

R
u
b
y
 a

n
d
 th

e
 D

a
lla

s righ
t 

w
in

 
in

 g
. F

o
r c

la
rific

a
tio

n
, 

if n
ie

rs
 ;e

 n
 
c
r
tn

te
r
n
e
d
 by 

a
 c

o
m

m
issio

n
 e

b
it. N

ist 
2270. T

ry 2291.  



overp
ass, w

ere in
 a d

irect 
lin

e of fire. N
on

e of th
em

 
m

entioned sm
oke. 

L
an

e cites w
h

at p
eop

le 
h

ea
rd

 a
s w

ell a
s sa

w
 to

 
p

in
p

o
in

t th
e k

n
o

lL
 H

e 
quotes 0. V

. C
am

pbell, vice 
p

resid
en

t o
f th

e d
ep

o
si-

t o
 r y

, w
h

o
 b

eliev
ed

 th
e 

sh
ots cam

e from
 "

th
e rail-

road
 track

s n
ear th

e via-
duct overpass." T

his could 
b

e con
stru

ed
 as th

e k
n

oll 
area. 

C
am

p
b

ell w
as stan

d
in

g 
in

 fron
t of th

e d
ep

ository, 
as L

an
e m

en
tion

s. H
e d

oes 
N

O
T

 m
ention that at his el-

b
o
w

 sto
o
d

 M
rs. R

o
b

ert 
R

eid
, a

 fello
w

 em
p

lo
y
 e. 

L
an

e d
oes N

O
T

 m
en

tion
 

that M
rs. R

eid testified: 
"

I tu
rn

ed
 to M

r. C
am

p
-

b
ell a

n
d

 I sa
id

, 'O
h

, m
y
 

g
o

o
d

n
ess, I a

m
 a

fra
id

.  
th

ose sou
n

d
s cam

e from
 

o
u

r b
u

ild
in

g
' b

eca
u

se it 
so

u
n

d
ed

 lik
e th

ey
 ca

m
e 

ju
st so

 d
irectly

 o
v

er m
y

 
h

ead
."

 
T

W
O

 V
E

R
S

IO
N

S
 

T
w

o w
itn

esses. T
w

o ver-
sion

s. B
oth

 ap
p

ear in
 th

e 
W

arren
 rep

ort. O
n

ly on
e 

d
o

es in
 "

R
u

sh
 to

 J
u

d
g

-
m

en
t."

 
"

M
a
n

y
 o

th
er p

erso
n

s 
scattered

 th
rou

gh
ou

t D
eal-

ey
 P

la
za

 th
ro

u
g
h

 w
h

ich
 

E
lm

 S
treet ru

n
s a

n
d

 th
e 

k
n

oll an
d

 d
ep

ository over-
look

 p
laced

 th
e origin

 of 
th

e sh
o
ts o

n
 th

e k
n

o
ll,"

 
L

ane observes. A
nd so they 

d
id

. J
ea

n
 H

ill d
id

. B
illie 

Joe L
ovelad

y d
id

. W
illiam

 
N

ew
m

a
n

 d
id

. J
o

h
n

 a
n

d
 

F
aye C

hism
 did. R

oy T
ruly 

did. 
A

t least 34 people did, al-
though it is difficult to pin-
p

oin
t from

 som
e of th

eir 
statem

en
ts. It is also n

ot 
alw

ays easy to pinpoint the 
m

o
re th

a
n

 6
0
 w

itn
esses 

w
h

o
 th

o
u

g
h

t th
e sh

o
ts 

cam
e from

 the depository. 
Such as : 
F

. L
ee M

udd—
"F

rom
 the 

d
irection

 of th
e d

ep
osito-

ry..., 

C
h

arles H
ester—

"
It ap

-
P

eered
 to b

e a b
u

ild
in

g on
 

th
e co

rn
er  o

f E
lm

 a
n

d
  

k
n

o
ll. H

e a
sk

s w
n

y
 m

e 
com

m
ission did not call the 

10 w
itnesses w

ho stood be-
tw

een
 th

e k
n

o
ll a

n
d

 th
e 

p
resid

en
t's ca

r b
eca

u
se 

n
in

e of th
em

 "
th

ou
gh

t th
e 

sh
ots h

ad
 com

e from
 th

e 
k

n
o
ll d

irectly
  b

eh
in

d
 

th
em

."
 

T
H

E
 S

T
A

T
E

M
E

N
T

S
 

If the com
m

ission did not 
call them

, it did have their 
statem

ents. 
T

his is w
hat they said: 

A
. J. M

illican
: H

e said
 

h
e h

eard
 th

ree sh
ots from

 
th

e d
ep

ository area, tw
o 

from
 the arcade and three 

m
ore from

 th
e arcad

e b
u

t 
further aw

ay. 
C

h
arles H

ester: H
e said

 
"

th
e sh

o
ts so

u
n

d
ed

 lik
e 

th
ey d

efin
itely cam

e from
 

in or around the depository 
building." 

A
b

rah
am

 Z
ap

rn
d

er: "
I 

thought it, the shots, cam
e 

fro
m

 in
 b

a
ck

 o
f m

e. O
f 

cou
rse you

 can
't tell w

h
en

 
som

eth
in

g is in
 lin

e —
 it 

could be from
 anyw

here." 
Q

: "
D

id
 you

 form
 an

y 
opinion about the direction 
from

 'w
hich the shots cam

e 
b

y th
e sou

n
d

 . . .?"
 

A
: "

N
o, th

ere w
as too 

m
uch reverberation. T

here 
w

as an
 ech

o w
h

ich
 gave 

m
e sound all over." 
M

ary E
lizab

eth
 W

ood
-

w
ard: She M

id the F
B

I the 
shots cam

e "from
 possibly 

b
eh

in
d

 h
er"

 or from
 th

e 
overp

ass. "
H

ow
ever, b

 e-
cause of the loud echo, she 
co

u
ld

 n
o

t sa
y

 w
h

ere th
e 

shots had com
e from

 other  

knoll." 

23 W
IT

N
E

S
S

E
S

 
S

h
o

u
ld

 o
n

e ch
eck

 the 
com

m
ission v o 1 um

 e s, he 
w

o
u

ld
 fin

d
 th

a
t, y

es, 2
3
 

p
eop

le d
id

 give statem
en

ts 
to

 la
w

 o
fficia

ls o
n

 th
o
se 

tw
o

 d
a

y
s. N

in
e cited

 th
e 

k
n

oll. T
w

elve cited
 th

e d
e-

p
ository. T

w
o in

d
icated

 it 
could have been either. 

T
h

ere is a w
itn

ess m
en

-
tion

ed
 in

 an
oth

er con
text 

b
y L

an
e w

h
ose testim

on
y 

h
as som

e relevan
ce as to 

th
e con

flictin
g op

in
ion

s of 
w

h
e
r
e
 th

e
 sh

o
ts c

a
m

e
 

from
. H

e is L
ee E

. B
ow

ers. 
H

e w
as w

ork
in

g in
 a sign

al 
tow

er in
 th

e railroad
 area 

b
eh

in
d

 th
e k

n
oll H

is testi-
m

ony is in V
olum

e V
I. 

B
o

w
ers: "

T
h

e so
u

n
d

s 
cam

e from
 eith

er from
 u

p
 

against the school book de-
p

ository b
u

ild
in

g or n
ear 

th
e m

ou
th

 of th
e trip

le u
n

-
d

erp
ass."

 
Q

: "Y
on w

ere not able to 
tell w

h
ich

?"
 

B
o
w

ers: "
N

o
, I co

u
ld

 
n

ot."
 

Q
: 

-"
W

ell, n
ow

, h
ad

 you
 

h
ad

 an
y exp

erien
ce b

efore 
b

ein
g
 in

 th
e to

w
er a

s to
 

sou
n

d
s com

in
g from

 th
ese 

variou
s p

laces?"
 

B
o
w

er s: "
Y

es: I h
a
d

 
w

orked this sam
e tow

er for 
som

e 10 to 12 years, an
d

 
w

as th
ere d

u
rin

g th
e tim

e 
th

ey w
ere ren

ovatin
g th

e 
school depository building, 
a

n
d

 h
a

d
 n

o
ticed

 a
t th

a
t 

tim
e
 th

e
 sim

ila
r
ity

 o
f 

sou
n

d
s occu

rin
g in

 eith
er 

of those tw
o rocatons." 

t
r
.
 
o
r
.
 	

O
l
A
W
 

people running tow
ard the 

o
v

erp
a

ss a
rea

 "
so

 I ra
n

 
that w

ay." M
otorcycle pa-

trolm
an

 C
lyd

e H
aygood

 
drove tow

ard the overpass 
area "because people w

ere 
pointing_ T

hen a m
an m

en-
tion

ed
 th

e d
ep

ository an
d

 
at 12:34 p.m

., four m
inutes 

after th
e assassin

ation
, h

e 
radioed the police dispatch-
er: "I just talked to a guy up 
h

ere w
h

o w
as stan

 d
in

 g 
close to it an

d
 th

e b
est h

e 
could tell it cam

e from
 the 

T
exas School B

ook D
eposi-

tory."
 

D
ep

u
ty

 A
lla

n
 S

w
ea

tt 
cou

ld
n

't tell w
h

ich
 w

ay to 
ru

n
 b

ecau
se on

e m
an

 told
 

h
im

 th
e sh

ots cam
e from

 
tow

ard the knoll and anoth-
er said

 th
e d

ep
ository. A

 
colleagu

e w
ith

 h
im

 stayed
 

at th
e d

ep
ository w

h
ile b

e 
ran

 on
 tow

ard
 th

e k
n

oll. 

O
F

F
IC

E
R

S
 R

U
N

N
IN

G
 

D
ep

u
ties Jack

 F
au

lk
n

er 
and A

. D
. M

cC
ulley ran to-

w
ard the railroad yards be-

hind the knoll because they 
saw

 other officers running 
th

ere. O
fficer D

. V
. H

ark
-

n
ess w

en
t to th

e railroad
 

yard
s b

ecau
se h

e saw
 "ev-

e
r
y
b

o
d

y
 h

ittin
g
 th

e
 

ground," there. 
In

 oth
er w

ord
s, p

eop
le 

w
ere ru

n
n

in
g in

 m
an

y d
i-

rections for m
any reasons. 

M
ost of the sheriff's depu-

ties h
ad

 b
een

. in
 fron

t of 
their office around the cor-
n

er w
h

en
 th

e sh
ots w

ere 
fired

 an
d

 ran
 in

 th
e d

irec-
tion

s th
ey d

id
 b

ecau
se of  

fin
d

in
g an

yth
in

g. S
everal 

h
o
b

o
es fo

u
n

d
 in

 freig
h

t 
cars w

ere q
u

estion
ed

. S
ey-

m
our W

eitzm
an found foot-

prints 
"

th
at d

id
n

't m
ak

e 
sen

se b
eca

u
se th

ey
 w

ere 
going different directions." 

H
o
lla

n
d

 sa
w

 m
u

d
d

y
 

footprints on a car bum
per. 

H
a
d

 a
n

 a
ssa

ssin
 sto

o
d

 
there? 

N
o on

e h
ad

 seen
 on

e. If 
he had, he had been able to 
gath

er u
p

 an
y sh

ells from
 

th
e g

ro
u

n
d

 in
 th

e b
rief 

tim
e b

efore p
olice arrived

 
because none w

ere found. 
N

o rifle w
as found. N

oth-
in

g . . . N
oth

in
g to ad

d
 to 

w
hat som

e people said they 
h

eard
 an

d
 saw

 arou
n

d
 th

e 
k

n
o

ll: so
m

e sh
o

ts a
n

d
 a

 
puff of sm

oke. 

F
O

U
N

D
 R

IF
L

E
 

A
fter searching the knoll 

area for a w
hile, W

eitzm
an 

w
ent over to help at the de-

pository. O
n the sixth floor, 

b
eh

in
d

 som
e b

oxes, th
e of-

ficer fou
n

d
 a rifle w

ith
 a 

telescop
ic sigh

t. T
h

e gu
n

 
had 

b
een

 
purchased 

by 
som

e on
e n

am
ed

 A
. H

id
ell 

w
h

o
se h

a
n

d
w

ritin
g
 w

a
s 

id
en

tical w
ith

 L
ee H

arvey 
O

sw
ald's. 

T
w

o p
erson

s said
 th

ey 
sa

w
 a

 r
i f 1 e b

ein
g fired

 
from

 th
e sixth

 floor of th
e 

d
ep

ository. O
n

e w
as H

ow
-

ard
. B

ren
n

an
. T

o w
eak

en
 

the case for the depository, 
it is im

p
o
rta

n
t fo

r th
 e 

c tin
 c s to w

eak
en

 B
ren

-
nan's testim

ony. 
T

his they try to do. 
E

p
ste

in
 sa

y
s J

o
se

p
h

 
B

all, a com
m

ission
 law

yer 
w

ho investgated the identi-
ty

 o
f 

th
e assassin

, "
h

ad
 

several reason
s to d

ou
b

t 
B

rennan's testim
ony." 

E
p

stein
 lists th

em
: B

ren
-

n
an

's "
d

ifficu
lty seein

g a 
figu

re"
 in

 th
e d

ep
ository 

w
in

d
o

w
 d

u
r
in

g
 a

 r
e
-

en
actm

en
t of th

e assassi-
n

ation
; B

ren
n

an
's failu

re 
to

 id
en

tify
 O

sw
a
ld

 o
n

 
"

p
rom

in
en

t p
oin

ts"
 of h

is 
cloth

in
g; B

rerm
an

's "
m

a-
jor error" in testifying the 
a
ssa

ssin
 w

a
s sta

n
d

in
g
 

w
h

ile firin
g an

d
 "

th
e fact 

I n
ever said

 th
at. It d

id
n

't 
happen." 

P
O

O
R

 E
Y

E
S

IG
H

T
 

S
o spoke Joseph B

all. F
i-

nally, as w
ould any good 

defense attorney, the crit-
ics q

u
estio

n
 B

ren
n
an

's 
ability to see anything. 

"
P

erh
ap

s p
oor eyesigh

t 
accou

n
ted

 f o r B
ren

n
an

's 
in

a
b

ility
 to

 id
en

tify
 th

e 
m

an
 at th

e w
in

d
ow

,"
 says 

L
an

e. "
B

ren
n

an
 ad

m
itted

 
th

at h
is eyesigh

t w
as 'n

ot 
good' w

hen he testified be-
fore the com

m
ission." 

B
rennan, indeed, so testi-

fied
. H

e sa
id

 th
is w

a
s so

 
b

ecau
se h

is eyes h
ad

 b
een

 
accid

en
tally san

d
b

lasted
. 

T
hat happened tw

o m
onths 

after the assassination. 
In

 a footn
ote on

 P
age 90 

of the hardcover edition of 
"R

ush to Judgm
ent" L

ane 
m

entions the injury. Seem
-

in
g
ly

, th
ere th

e m
a
tter 

w
ou

ld
 rest: th

at B
ren

n
an

 
testified he w

as farsighted 
u
p
 u

n
til a

n
 in

ju
ry

 tw
o
 

m
onths after the assassina-

tion and that thereafter his 
eyesight w

as "not good." 
Y

et by P
age 269 H

ow
ard 

B
r
e
n

n
a
n

 h
a
s b

e
c
o
m

e
 

"w
eak-eyed B

rennan, w
ho 

claim
ed

 h
e saw

 O
sw

ald
 in

 
a w

indow
." 

A
fter 170 p

ages m
ayb

e 
th

e au
th

or h
ad

 ,forgotten
 

how
 —

 or w
hen --B

rennan 
becam

e "w
eak-eyed." O

r 
m

aybe the reader had.  

bookshelves of the nation 
are volum

es that claim
 the 

sam
e: th

at O
sw

ald
 w

as in
-

n
ocen

t, th
at h

e w
as a fall 

guy, that he w
as involved 

w
ith Jack R

uby or B
ernard 

W
eissm

an
 o

r th
e F

B
I o

r 
C

om
m

unists or T
exas oil 

interests or racists. 

U
N

A
N

S
W

E
R

A
B

L
E

 
A

 court of law
 w

ill decide 
in

 N
ew

 O
rlean

s. B
u

t th
e 

other versions of conspira-
cy are n

ot an
d

 q
u

ite p
ossi-

b
ly n

ever w
ill b

e b
efore a 

ju
d

ge an
d

 ju
ry. B

u
t th

ey 
a
re b

efo
re th

e ju
ry

 o
f 

public opinion. T
hey w

ill be 
for som

e tim
e. 

T
he W

arren C
om

m
ission, 

u
n

fo
rtu

n
a

tely
, d

i d
 n

o
t 

an
sw

er all th
e q

u
estion

s. 
Som

e, how
ever, are proba-

b I y unansw
erable. 

B
ut 

som
e are n

ot q
u

estion
s at 

all. T
h

ey are in
n

u
en

d
oes -

false scen
ts th

at con
fu

se 
the hunt for truth. 

W
h

at oth
er con

stru
ction

 
can

 on
e p

u
t, for in

stan
ce, 

on
 M

ark
 L

an
e's in

n
u

en
d

o 
that there m

ight have been 
a connection betw

een R
uby 

an
d

 th
e righ

t w
in

g of D
al-

las? 
T

he com
m

ission m
ade an 

h
o

u
r-b

y
-h

o
u

r p
ro

b
e o

f 
R

u
b

y's action
s from

 N
ov. 

21 to N
ov. 24, 1963 to deter-

m
in

e if h
e w

as in
volved

 in
 

the plot 
"

T
h

e com
m

ission
 fou

n
d

 
th

at R
u

b
y's activities an

d
 

association
s w

ere i n
n

 o- 

R
u

b
y an

d
 th

e D
allas righ

t 
w

in
g

.  
F

or 
clarification, 

h
ow

ever, h
e m

igh
t tu

rn
 to 

a com
m

ission
 exh

ib
it. N

O
t 

2270. Try 2291. 
It also is a statem

ent by 
1$/fiss T

ram
m

el, now
 M

rs. 
P

enny, to the F
B

I. In it she 
say

s sh
e o

n
ce h

ad
 a lo

n
g
 

talk
 w

ith
 R

u
b

y
 w

h
en

 sh
e 

and som
e classm

ates from
 

th
e U

n
iv

ersity
 o

f T
ex

a
s 

v
isited

 h
is D

a
lla

s strip 
club. 

R
u

b
y

 a
sk

ed
 if sh

e 
w

an
ted

 to w
ork

 for h
im

. 
S

h
e d

id
n

't. B
u

t R
u

b
y k

ep
t 

ask
in

g. T
h

e last tim
e w

as 
N

ov. 21, 1963. 
R

ID
E

 O
F

F
E

R
 	

' 
D

u
rin

g th
at p

h
on

e con
-

versation
, M

iss T
ram

m
el 

m
entioned she w

as seeking 
a p

u
b

lic relation
s job

 at a 
b

ow
lin

g alley sh
e h

ad
 read

 
L

am
ar H

u
n

t ow
n

ed
_ S

h
e 

h
a

d
 a

n
 a

p
p

o
in

tm
e
n

t 
to see h

im
 th

at very d
ay. 

S
h

e said
 sh

e d
id

n
't h

ave a 
car. R

u
b

y offered
 to d

rive 
h

er to th
e b

an
k

 b
u

ild
in

g 
w

here H
unt had his _office. 

sin
ce h

e h
a
d

 b
u

sin
ess to

 
transact at the bank. 
"

D
u

rin
g

 th
e trip

 . . to
 

the bank. R
uby seem

ed im
-

pressed w
ith the am

ount of 
m

on
ey th

at L
am

ar H
u

n
t 

had -m
ade," M

iss T
am

m
el 

to
ld

 th
e F

B
I, "

a
n

d
 h

a
d

 
m

en
tion

ed
 th

at h
e k

n
ew

 
m

ost of the prom
inent peo-

p
le in

 D
a

lla
s . . . b

u
t d

id
 

not know
 L

am
ar H

unt " 
C

L
E

A
R

E
R

 P
IC

T
U

R
E

 
R

u
b

y
 le

ft h
e
r
 a

t th
e
 

grou
n

d
 floor elevator. H

e 
n

ever d
id

 get to go u
p

 an
d

 
m

eet H
u

n
t. M

iss T
ram

m
el 

d
id

n
't get th

e job
. B

u
t th

e 
read

er m
igh

t get a clearer 
p

ictu
re of th

e R
u

b
y-H

u
n

t 
"

association
"

 from
 C

om
-

m
ission

 E
xh

ib
it 2291 th

an
 

rfom
 "R

ush to Judgm
ent'.' 

S
u

ch
 h

an
d

lin
g of com

-
m

issio
n

 ev
id

en
ce b

y
 th

e 
critics happens too often to 
b

e m
ere O

versigh
t. - 

C
o

n
sid

er th
e a

lleg
ed

 
m

eeting in R
uby's C

arousel 
C

lub N
o. 14, 1963 betw

een 
R

u
b

y, J. D
. T

ip
p

itt, th
e of-

ficer th
e com

m
ission

 said
 

w
as sh

ot b
y O

sivald
, an

d
 



In
 th

e F
B

I re-en
actm

en
t, th

is sh
ow

s ap
p

roxim
ate view

 
K

en
n

ed
y assassin

 saw
 th

rou
gh

 rifle's scop
e sigh

t. 

L
a

n
e d

o
es 

1N
U

T 
m

ention 
that M

rs. R
eid testified: 

"
I tu

rn
ed

 to M
r. C

am
p

-
b

ell a
n

d
 I sa

id
, 'O

h
, m

y
 

g
o
o
d

n
ess, I a

m
 a

fra
id

.  
th

o
se so

u
n

d
s ca

m
e fro

m
 

o
u

r b
u

ild
in

g
' b

eca
u

se it 
so

u
n

d
ed

 lik
e th

ey
 ca

m
e 

ju
st so

 d
irectly

 o
v
er m

y
 

h
ead

."
 

T
W

O
 V

E
R

S
IO

N
S

 
T

w
o w

itn
esses. T

w
o ver-

sion
s. B

oth
 ap

p
ear in

 th
e 

W
arren

 rep
ort. O

n
ly on

e 
d

o
es in

 "
R

u
sh

 to
 J

u
d

g
-

m
en

t."
 

"
M

an
y oth

er p
 er son

s 
scattered throughout D

eal-
ey

 P
la

za
 th

ro
u

g
h

 w
h

ich
 

E
lm

 S
treet ru

n
s an

d
 th

e 
k

n
oll an

d
 d

ep
ository over-

look
 p

laced
 th

e origin
 of 

th
e sh

o
ts o

n
 th

e k
n

o
ll,"

 
L

ane observes. A
nd so they 

d
id

. J
ea

n
 H

ill d
id

. B
illie 

Joe L
ovelad

y d
id

. W
illiam

 
N

ew
m

a
n

 d
id

. J
o

h
n

 a
n

d
 

F
aye C

hism
 did. R

oy T
ruly 

did. 
A

t least 34 people did, al-
though it is difficult to pin-
p

oin
t from

 som
e of th

eir 
statem

en
ts. It is also n

et 
alw

ays easy to pinpoint the 
m

o
re th

a
n

 6
0
w

itn
esses 

w
h

o
 th

o
u

g
h

t th
e sh

o
ts 

cam
e from

 the depository. 
Such as: 
F

. L
ee M

udd—
"F

rom
 the 

d
irection

 of th
e d

ep
osito-

ry."
 

C
h

arles H
ester—

"
It ap

-
peared to be a building on. 
th

e co
rn

er o
f E

lin
 a

n
d

 
H

ouston streets." 
C

harles B
rehm

—
"O

ne of 
tw

o b
u

ild
in

gs on
 E

lm
 an

d
 

H
ouston." 
M

arion
 B

ak
er—

"
H

igh
 

u
p

, p
retty su

re from
 th

e 
depository." 

T
. E

. M
oore—

"
F

rom
 a 

high area." 
A

llan Sw
eatt—

"V
icinity 

of E
lm

 and H
ouston." 

O
r th

e 15 p
eop

le of th
e 

m
o

to
rca

d
e itself w

h
o

 

C
h

arles H
ester: H

e said
 

"
th

e sh
o
ts so

u
n

d
ed

 lik
e 

th
ey d

efin
itely cam

e from
 

in or around the depository 
building." 

A
b

rah
am

 Z
ap

ru
d

er: "
I 

th
ou

gh
t it, th

e sh
ots, cam

e 
fro

m
 in

 b
a
ck

 o
f m

e. O
f 

cou
rse you

 can
't tell w

h
en

 
som

eth
in

g is in
 lin

e —
 it 

could be from
 anyw

here." 
Q

: "
D

id
 you

 form
 an

y 
opinion about the direction 
from

 'w
hich the shots cam

e 
b

y th
e sou

n
d

 . . .?"
 

A
: "

N
o

, th
ere w

a
s to

o
 

m
uch reverberation. T

here 
w

as an
 ech

o w
h

ich
.  gave 

m
e sound all over." 
M

ary E
lizab

eth
 W

ood
-

w
ard: She told the F

B
I the 

sh
ots cam

e "
from

 p
ossib

ly 
b

eh
in

d
 h

er"
 or from

 th
e 

overp
ass. "

H
ow

ever, b
 e-

cau
se of th

e lou
d

 ech
o, sh

e 
cou

ld
 n

ot 
sa

y 
w

h
ere th

e 
shots had com

e from
 other  

b
eh

in
d

 th
e k

n
oll. H

is testi-
m

ony is in V
olum

e V
I. 

B
o

w
ers: "

T
h

e so
u

n
d

s 
cam

e from
 eith

er from
 u

p
 

against the school book de-
p

ository b
u

ild
in

g or n
ear 

th
e m

ou
th

 of th
e trip

le u
n

-
d

erp
ass."

 
Q

: "Y
on w

ere not able to 
tell w

h
ich

?"
 

B
o
w

ers: "
N

o
, I co

u
ld

 
not." 

Q
: "

W
ell, n

ow
, h

ad
 you

 
h

ad
 an

y exp
erien

ce b
efore 

b
ein

g
 in

 th
e to

w
er a

s to
 

sou
n

d
s com

in
g from

 th
ese 

variou
s p

laces?"
 

B
o

w
ers:  "

Y
es: I h

a
d

 
w

orked this sam
e tow

er for 
som

e 10 to 12 years, an
d

 
w

as th
ere d

u
rin

g th
e tim

e 
th

ey w
ere ren

ovatin
g th

e 
school depository building, 
an

d
 _ h

ad
 n

oticed
 at th

at 
tim

e
 th

e
 sim

ila
r
ity

 o
f 

sou
n

d
s occu

rin
g in

 eith
er 

of those tw
o Ibratons."  

ru
n

 oeeau
se on

e w
an

 told
 

h
im

 th
e sh

ots cam
e from

 
tow

ard the knoll and anoth-
er said

 th
e d

ep
ository. A

 
colleagu

e w
ith

 h
im

 stayed
 

at th
e d

ep
ository w

h
ile h

e 
ran

 on
 tow

ard
 th

e k
n

oll. 

O
F

F
IC

E
R

S
 R

U
N

N
IN

G
 

D
ep

u
ties Jack

 F
au

lk
n

er 
and A

. D
. M

cC
urley ran to-

w
ard the railroad yards be-

hind the knoll because they 
saw

 other officers running 
th

ere. O
fficer D

. V
. H

ark
-

n
ess w

en
t to th

e railroad
 

yards because he saw
 "ev-

e
r
 y

b
o
 d

y
 h

ittin
g
 th

e
 

ground," there. 
In

 oth
er w

ord
s, p

eop
le 

w
ere ru

n
n

in
g in

 m
an

y d
i-

rections for m
any reasons. 

M
ost of the sheriff's depu-

ties h
ad

 b
een

. in
 fron

t of 
their office around the cor-
n

er w
h

en
 th

e sh
ots w

ere 
fired and ran in the direc-
tion

s th
ey d

id
 b

ecau
se of  

k
n

o
ll: so

m
e sh

o
ts a

n
d

 a
 

puff of sm
oke. 

F
O

U
N

D
 

R
IFLE

 
A

fter searching the knoll 
area for a w

hile, W
eitzm

an 
w

ent over to help at the de-
pository. O

n the sixth floor, 
b

eh
in

d
 som

e b
oxes, th

e of-
ficer fou

n
d

 a rifle w
ith

 a 
telescop

ic sigh
t. T

h
e gu

n
 

h
a

d
 b

een
 p

u
rch

a
sed

 b
y

 
som

e O
ne nam

ed A
. H

idell 
w

h
o

se h
a

n
d

w
ritin

g
 w

a
s 

id
en

tical w
ith

 L
ee H

arvey 
O

sw
ald's. 

T
iro

 p
erso

n
s sa

id
 th

ey
 

sa
w

 a
 rifle b

ein
g
 fired

 
from

 th
e sixth

 floor of th
e 

d
ep

ository. O
n

e w
as H

ow
-

ard
 B

ren
n

an
. T

o w
eak

en
 

the case for the depository, 
it is im

p
o

rta
n

t fo
r t h

e 
c ri tics to w

eak
en

 B
ren

-
nan's testim

ony. 
T

his they try to do. 
E

p
ste

in
 sa

y
s J

o
se

p
h

 
B

all, a com
m

ission
 law

yer 
w

ho. investgated the identi-
ty

 o
f th

e a
ssa

ssin
, "

h
a

d
 

several reason
s to d

ou
b

t 
B

rennan's testim
ony." 

E
p

stein
 lists th

em
: B

ren
-

n
an

's "
d

ifficu
lty seein

g a 
figu

re"
 in

 th
e d

ep
ository 

w
in

d
o

w
 d

u
r
in

g
 a

 r
e
-

en
actm

en
t of th

e assassi-
n

ation
; B

ren
n

an
's failu

re 
to

 id
e
n

tify
 O

sw
a
ld

 o
n

 
"

p
rom

in
en

t p
oin

ts"
 of h

is 
cloth

in
g; B

ren
n

an
's "

m
a-

jor error"
 in

 testifyin
g th

e 
a
ssess in

 w
a
s sta

n
d

in
g
 

w
h

ile firin
g an

d
 "

th
e fact 

th
at B

ren
n

an
 h

ad
 'lied

 at 
the police lineup." 

A
T

 W
IN

D
O

W
 

E
p

stein
 n

otes, correctly, 
th

at B
ren

n
an

 testified
 th

e 
assassin

 w
as stan

d
in

g in
 

th
e w

in
d

ow
 as h

e sh
ot. H

e 
does- not note that B

rennan 
also th

ou
gh

t th
at th

ree on
-

lookers a floor beneath the 
assassin

 w
ere also stan

d
-

in
g

. T
h

ey
 w

eren
't. T

h
ey

  

accid
en

tally san
d

b
lasted

. 
T

hat happened tw
o m

onths 
after the assassination. 

in
 a footn

ote on
 P

age 90 
of the hardcover edition of 
"R

ush to Judgm
ent" L

ane 
m

entions the injury. Seem
-

in
g
ly

, th
ere th

e m
a
tter 

w
ou

ld
 rest: th

at B
ren

n
an

 
testified

 h
e w

as farsighted 
u

p
 u

n
til a

n
 in

ju
ry

 tw
o
 

m
onths after the assassina-

tion and that thereafter his 
eyesight w

as "not good." 
Y

et by P
age 269 H

ow
ard 

B
r
e
n

n
a
n

 h
a
s b

e
c
o
m

e
 

"w
eak-eyed B

rennan, w
ho 

claim
ed

 h
e saw

 O
sw

ald
 in

 
a w

indow
." 

A
fter 170 p

ages; m
ayb

e 
th

e au
th

or h
ad

 ,forgotten
 

how
 —

 or w
hen —

B
rennan 

b
ecam

e "
w

eak
-eyed

."
 O

r 
m

aybe the reader had.  

u
n

fo
rtu

n
a

tely
, d

id
  n

o
t 

an
sw

er all th
e q

u
estion

s. 
Som

e, how
ever, are proba-

b 1 y 
u

n
an

sw
erab

le. B
u

t 
som

e are n
ot q

u
estion

s at 
all. T

hey are innuendoes —
 

false scen
ts th

at con
fu

se 
the hunt for truth. 

W
hat other construction 

can
 on

e p
u

t, for in
stan

ce, 
on

 M
ark

 L
an

e's in
n

u
en

d
o 

that there m
ight have been 

a connection betw
een R

uby 
an

d
 th

e righ
t w

in
g of D

al-
las? 

T
he com

m
ission m

ade an 
h

o
u

r-b
y
-h

o
u

r p
ro

b
e o

f 
R

u
b

y's action
s from

 N
ov. 

21 to N
ov. 24, 1963 to deter-

m
in

e if h
e w

as in
volved

 in
 

the plot. 
"

T
h

e com
m

ission
 fou

n
d

 
th

at R
u

b
y's activities an

d
 

a
sso

cia
tio

n
s w

ere in
n

 o
- 

V
e
l b

a
L

llffillp
 M

IS
S

 II 

m
en

tion
ed

 sh
e w

as seek
in

g 
a p

u
b

lic relation
s job

 at a 
b

ow
lin

g alley sh
e h

ad
 read

 
L

am
ar H

u
n

t ow
n

ed
. S

h
e 

h
a
d

 a
n

 a
p

p
o
in

tm
e
n

t 
to see h

im
 th

at very d
ay. 

S
h

e said
 sh

e d
id

n
't h

ave ,a 
car. R

u
b

y offered
 to d

rive 
h

er to
 th

e b
a
n

k
 b

u
ild

in
g
 

w
h

ere H
u

n
t h

ad
 h

is office, 
sin

ce h
e h

a
d

 b
u

sin
ess to

 
transact at the bank. 
"

D
u

rin
g th

e trip
 . • . to 

the bank. R
uby seem

ed im
-

pressed w
ith the am

ount of 
m

on
ey th

at L
am

ar H
u

n
t 

h
ad

 m
ad

e,"
 M

iss T
am

m
el 

to
ld

 th
e F

B
I, "

a
n

d
 h

a
d

 
m

en
tio

n
ed

 th
a

t h
e k

n
ew

 
m

ost of th
e p

rom
in

en
t p

eo-
p

le in
 D

a
lla

s . . . b
u

t d
id

 
not know

 L
am

ar H
unt " 

C
L

E
A

R
E

R
 P

IC
T

U
R

E
 

R
u

b
y
 le

ft h
e
r
 a

t th
e
 

grou
n

d
 floor elevator. H

e 
n

ever d
id

 get to go u
p

 an
d

 
m

eet H
u

n
t. M

iss T
ram

m
el 

d
id

n
't get th

e job
. B

u
t th

e 
read

er m
igh

t get a clearer 
p

ictu
re of th

e R
u

b
y-H

u
n

t 
"

association
"

 from
 C

om
-

m
ission

 E
xh

ib
it 2291 th

an
 

rfom
 "R

ush to Judgm
ent'.' 

S
u

ch
 h

a
n

d
lin

g
 o

f co
m

-
m

issio
n

 ev
id

en
ce b

y
 th

e 
critics h

ap
p

en
s too often

 to 
be m

ere oversight. 
C

o
n

sid
er th

e a
lleg

ed
 

m
eeting in R

uby's C
arousel 

C
lu

b
 N

o. 14, 1963 b
etw

een
 

R
uby, J. D

. T
ip

p
itt, th

e of-
ficer th

e com
m

ission
 said

 
w

as sh
ot b

y O
sw

ald
,. a

n
d

 
B

ern
ard

 W
eissm

an
. W

eiss-
m

an
 w

as th
e you

n
g E

ast-
erner w

ho had helped plaC
e 

an
 ad

 critical of K
en

n
ed

y 
in

 th
e D

a
lla

s M
o
rn

in
g  

N
ew

s the d
ay of th

e assas-
sination. 

W
eissm

an
 h

ad
 arrived

 
in

 D
allas N

ov. 4 to try to 
set u

p
 a n

ew
 con

servative 
p

arty b
y in

filtratin
g righ

t- 

T
u

rn
 to P

age 41 

W
tih

 S
en

ator C
oop

er (R
-K

y.), left, d
u

r-
in

g com
m

ission
 h

earin
gs in

 W
ash

in
gton

 
a
re (fro

m
 I.) D

ep
u

ty
 S

h
eriff E

u
g
en

e 

B
oon

e, P
atrolm

an
 M

. N
. M

cD
on

ald
, D

e-
p

u
ty S

h
eriff L

u
k

ey M
oon

ey an
d

 P
atrol-

m
an

 M
arion

 B
ak

er, all of D
allas. 



M
on., June 26, 1967 	

*
 	

f5.3r.E
xtnititter—

P
age 4

1
 

S
ecret S

erv
icem

an
 ju

m
p
ed

 o
n
to

 b
u
m

p
er o

f p
resi-

dential lim
ousine seconds after JF

K
 w

as shot. A
r- 

ro
w

 in
d
icates P

resid
en

t's h
ead

 su
p
p
o
rted

 b
y
 M

rs. 
K

ennedy, w
ho had just been helped off rear trunk. 

r
  D

id O
sw

ald W
ork 

F
or the F

B
I, C

IA
? 

—
From

 Page 40 

w
ing groups, one of w

hich 
h

e
 sa

id
 n

e
v
e
r a

c
c
o

m
-

p
lish

ed
 m

o
re th

an
 "ru

n
-

n
in

g
 a

ro
u
n
d
 b

u
rn

in
g
 

baskets from
 Y

ugoslavia." 
L

ane, him
self, had told 

the com
m

ission about the 
m

eeting. H
e declined to re-

veal his source for the sto-
ry because the source had 
not given him

 perm
ission 

to do so. 
"B

u
t," b

e w
ro

te in
 h

is 
book, "if the com

m
ission 

h
ad

 w
an

ted
 h

is n
am

e, it 
need only have asked one 
o
f its w

itn
esses, T

h
ay

er 
aV

aldo, a reputable journal-
ist. C

ounsel, how
ever, did 

n
o
t ask

 W
ald

o
 ab

o
u
t th

e 
m

eeting." 

L
A

N
E

 R
E

F
U

S
E

D
 

N
o
t in

 so
 m

an
y
 w

o
rd

s. 
F

o
r h

o
w

 w
as co

u
n
sel to

 
know

 w
hat T

hayer W
aldo 

k
n
ew

 sin
ce L

an
e h

ad
 re-

fused to tell the com
m

is-
sio

n
, m

u
ch

 less co
u
n
sel, 

about W
aldo or any other 

source? 
B

ut at the end of W
aldo's 

interrogation, w
hich cov-

ered other m
atters, counsel 

did ask if he could add any 
inform

ation about anything 
else. W

ald
o
 said

 n
o
, h

e 
couldn't. 

If n
o
t w

ith
 W

ald
o
, th

e 
co

m
m

issio
n
 d

id
 in

q
u
ir e 

into the C
arousel m

eeting 
w

ith other w
itnesses. O

ne 
w

a
c
 L

arry C
rafard. a car- 

quainted w
ith Jack R

uby." 
L

an
e d

o
es n

o
t q

u
o

te th
at 

part of E
xhibit 1620. 

L
a
n
e
 w

rite
s th

a
t th

e
 

co
m

m
issio

n
 m

ig
h
t also

 
h
av

e in
terro

g
ated

 H
aro

ld
 

R
ich

ard
 W

illiam
s. 

to
ld

 L
an

e h
e h

ad
 

seen R
uby and an officer 

he identified as J. D
. T

ip-
pitt in a patrol car w

hen he 
w

as arrested in N
ovem

ber, 
1963. W

IT
H

 C
A

U
T

IO
N

 

L
an

e w
arn

s h
is read

ers 
th

at W
illiam

s' testim
o
n
y
 

"should be assessed w
ith a 

degree of caution" since he 
w

as not a w
itness and un-

der oath. 
H

e m
ight also have noti-

fied his readers, but didn't, 
that T

ippitt w
as stationed 

in the O
ak C

liff section of 
D

allas all th
e w

ay
 acro

ss 
tow

n from
 w

here W
illiam

s 
said he w

as arrested. 
T

w
o w

itnesses said that 
on N

ov. 14, the night of the 
m

eeting, W
eissm

an w
as in 

th
eir h

o
m

e try
in

g
 to

 sell 
them

 carpeting until 9:30 
or 10 p.m

. M
rs. T

ippitt said 
her husband w

as a hom
e-

body devoted to his fam
ily. 

L
ane, nonetheless, says the 

com
m

ission should  have 
asked her w

hat T
ippitt w

as 
doing the night of N

ov. 14 
and asked W

eissm
an w

hat 
h
e d

id
 after 1

0
 p

.m
. th

at 
sam

e evening. 

T
H

E
 Q

U
E

S
T

IO
N

 

T
ana cave Ihw

 4111P
gtillO

 to 

businessm
an, says he con-

spired w
ith O

sw
ald to as-

sassinate K
ennedy. B

ut it 
does N

O
T

 say the assassi-
n
atio

n
 w

as th
e o

n
e th

at 
took place N

ov. 22, 1963 in 
D

allas. N
or does it say it 

w
asn't. G

arrison has said 
he doesn't w

ant to get in-
volved in "sem

antics" over 
w

ording. 
It sh

o
u
ld

 b
e m

en
tio

n
ed

 
th

a
t th

e
 c

h
ie

f w
itn

e
ss 

ag
ain

st S
h
aw

 so
 far is a 

m
an

 w
h
o
 first co

n
tacted

 
G

arrison tw
o days A

F
T

E
R

 
th

e d
istrict atto

rn
ey

 said
 

the case w
as solved. T

he 
w

itn
e
ss te

stifie
d
 a

fte
r 

being given "truth serum
" 

and undergoing hypnosis. 
It should be m

entioned 
another w

itness reportedly 
said he w

as offered a bribe 
b
y
 th

e d
istrict atto

rn
ey

's 
office to give favorable tes-
tim

ony. T
he w

itness' law
-

yer said a lie detector test 
verified the bribe attem

pt. 
G

arrison has said he has 
evidence that O

sw
ald w

as 
w

orking for the C
entral In-

telligence A
gency. O

thers 
h
av

e said
 O

s w
 al d

 w
as 

w
orking for the F

B
I after 

his return from
 the S

oviet 
U

nion for a fee of $200 a 
pnonth. 

T
O

 T
A

S
K

 

T
h
at ru

m
o
r ap

p
aren

tly
 

cam
e from

 a H
ouston re-

porter, A
lonzo H

udkin s. 
H

 u
 d

k
in

 s h
as sin

ce to
ld

 
C

harles R
oberts of N

ew
s-

w
eek

 th
at h

e b
eliev

es J.  

foregoing in claim
ing the 

com
m

ission "relied entirely 
on the F

B
I to disprove the 

ru
m

o
r" o

f O
sw

ald
's F

B
I 

connection. 
A

n
o
th

er co
n
sp

iracy
 ru

-
m

o
r: R

u
b

y
 en

tered
 th

e 
D

allas police headquarters 
to shoot O

sw
ald not by ac-

cident but by design. In ac-
cord w

ith som
e superplot, 

the assassin had to be as-
sassinated. O

ne incontesta-
ble fact of tim

e, how
ever, 

m
ust be considered. 
T

h
e ex

act tim
e o

f O
s-

w
ald

's tran
sfer d

ep
en

d
ed

 
on w

hen police w
ere done 

q
u
estio

n
in

g
 h

im
.  A

t th
e 

tim
e th

at w
as d

ecid
e d

, 
R

u
b
y
 w

as d
riv

in
g
 d

o
w

n
-

tow
n to send a m

oney or-
der to one of his strippers. 
T

h
e tim

e h
e h

an
d
ed

 th
e 

m
o
n
ey

 o
rd

er acro
ss th

e 
W

estern U
nion counter w

as 
punched by a tim

e clock: 
11:17 2

.M
. O

sw
ald w

as shot 
at 11:21 a.m

. It takes sev-
eral m

inutes to w
alk from

 
W

estern U
nion to the police 

basem
ent w

here O
s w

 a Id 
w

as slain. 

O
N

L
Y

 C
H

A
N

C
E

 

A
 com

m
uter catching a 

train
 w

o
u
ld

 scarcely
 cu

t 
h
is c

o
rn

 e
rs so

 fin
e
ly

. 
W

ould a m
an engaged in a 

su
p
erp

lo
t d

o
 so

? P
articu

-
larly

 if h
e k

n
ew

 in
 so

m
e 

unexplained w
ay his only 

ch
an

c e w
o
u
ld

 co
m

e at 
11:21? 

T
he superplot elsew

here 
w

as ru
n
n
in

g
 a v

ery
 tig

h
t 

•• ••• 	
••• 

rl 
•• I 

w
ould put him

 at the build-
ing close to the m

om
ents 

O
sw

ald
 d

ash
ed

 in
to

 th
e 

r o o In i n g house several 
m

iles aw
ay

. V
alen

tin
e 

tu
rn

ed
 th

e k
ey

s o
v
er to

 a 
sergeant. 

T
 h

is d
o
es n

o
t m

ean
, 

L
an

e arg
u
es, th

at th
e car 

itself co
u
ld

n
't h

av
e b

een
 

driven by som
e other offi-

cers. M
rs. R

oberts saw
 tw

o 
in

 th
e car. B

u
t th

e m
en

 
w

ould have had to get the 
k
ey

s fro
m

 th
e serg

 ean
t 

w
ho said he didn't release 

them
 until 3:30 p.m

., drive 
th

ro
u
g
h
  h

e
a
v
y
 tra

ffic
 

aro
u
n
d
 th

e d
ep

o
sito

ry
 to

 
the room

ing house in sub-
urban O

ak C
liff, honk tw

ice 
and drive aw

ay again. 
A

nd for w
hat purpose? 

L
ane doesn't suggest one.  

this on his resem
blance to 

a photograph she had seen 
of the M

afia chieftain. 
C

o
m

m
issio

n
 co

u
n
sel 

L
eo

n
 H

u
b

ert th
en

 ask
ed

 
M

rs. R
ich if D

ave C
., w

ho 
sh

e said
 h

ad
 b

een
 a b

ar-
tender at the D

allas U
ni-

versity C
lub, could be one 

D
ave C

herry. "T
hat's it," 

she replied. L
ane w

onders 
w

hy this potentially corrobo 
ratin

g
 w

itn
ess w

as n
o
t 

called to testify. "T
he F

B
I's 

sum
m

ary of an interview
 

w
ith C

herry w
as in the com

-
m

issio
n
's p

o
ssessio

n
, b

u
t 

C
herry w

as not called as a 
w

itness." 

'P
S

Y
C

H
O

P
A

T
H

IC
' 

Indeed, he w
as not. B

ut 
the F

B
I "sum

m
ary" w

hich 
L

ane does not quote, m
ight 

explain w
hy. In it C

herry 

on eight w
ar surplus Jeeps 

som
e tim

e around 1960. 
T

his could be corrobora-
tion of M

cK
eow

n. B
ut is it 

of N
ancy R

ich? A
nd if one 

interprets It as such, w
here 

does It all tie R
uby into an 

assassination superplot? D
o 

surplus Jeeps in 1959. an 
unverifiedm

eeting in 1962 
add up to assassination in 
1963? 

L
ane doesn't answ

er the 
question. H

e m
erely asks 

it. A
nother conspiracy: O

s-
w

ald, the adm
itted M

arxist 
w

ho w
anted fair play for 

C
uba, w

as actually in the 
anti-C

astro underground. 
T

h
e so

u
rce o

f th
is w

as 
S

ylvia O
dio, an anti-C

astro 
C

uban. O
n S

ept. 26 or 27, 
1963, tw

o C
uban or M

exi-
can

s called
 at h

er ap
art- 

a ticket to L
aredo. E

pstein 
does N

O
T

 m
ention that it 

w
as th

e o
n
ly

 su
ch

 tick
et 

sold that night to L
aredo or 

that it w
as the only one of 

its kind sold from
 S

ept. 24 
through Sept. 26. 

U
N

E
M

P
L

O
Y

M
E

N
T

 C
H

E
C

K
 

E
pstein does N

O
T

 m
en-

tion that the com
m

ission, 
a f ter a len

g
th

y
 ch

eck
. 

established that O
sw

ald had 
cash

ed
 an

 u
n
em

p
lo

y
m

en
t 

check in N
ew

 O
rleans, al-

m
o
st certain

ly
 so

m
e tim

e 
after 8

 a.m
., S

ep
t. 2

5
. H

e 
does N

O
T

 m
ention that the 

co
m

m
issio

n
 ch

eck
ed

 air 
lines and found no indica-
tion that O

sw
ald had flow

n 
fro

m
 N

e
w

 O
rle

a
n
s to

 
D

allas.  
If O

sw
ald

 h
ad

 b
een

 in
 



"h
e
 sa

id
 n

e
v

e
r a

c
c
o

m
-

- p
lish

ed
 m

o
re th

an
 "ru

n
-

X
in

g
 a

ro
u

n
d

 b
u

rn
in

g
 

baskets from
 Y

ugoslavia." 
L

ane, him
self, had told 

the com
m

ission about the 
m

eeting. H
e declined to re-

rveal his source for the sto-
ry because the source had 
not given him

 perm
ission 

to do so. 
"B

u
t," h

e w
ro

te in
 h

is 
book, "if the com

m
ission 

h
ad

 w
an

ted
 h

is n
am

e, it 
need only have asked one 
o
f its w

itn
esses, T

h
ay

er 
-W

aldo, a reputable journal-
ist. C

ounsel, how
ever, did 

n
o
t ask

 W
ald

o
 ab

o
u
t th

e 
m

eeting." 

L
A

N
E

 R
E

F
U

SE
D

 

N
o
t in

 so
 m

an
y
 w

o
rd

s. 
F

o
r h

o
w

 w
as co

u
n
sel to

 
know

 w
hat T

hayer W
aldo 

k
n

ew
 sin

ce L
an

e h
ad

 re-
fused to tell the com

m
is-

sio
n

, m
u

ch
 less co

u
n

sel, 
about W

aldo or any other 
source? 

B
ut at the end of W

aldo's 
interrogation, w

hich cov-
ered other m

atters, counsel 
did ask if he could add any 
inform

ation about anything 
else. W

ald
o
 said

 n
o
, h

e 
couldn't. 

If n
o

t w
ith

 W
ald

o
, th

e 
co

m
m

issio
n

 d
id

 in
q

u
ire 

into the C
arousel m

eeting 
w

ith other w
itnesses. O

ne 
w

as L
arry C

rafard, a car-
nival w

orker hired by R
uby 

to do odd jobs around the 
club. T

he com
m

ission vol-
um

es have a statem
ent by 

C
rafard

 in
 w

h
ich

 h
e to

ld
 

th
e F

B
I h

e reco
g
n
ized

 a 
picture of W

eissm
an as a 

m
an

 h
e h

ad
 seen

 at th
e 

club "on a num
ber of occa-

sions." 

'V
E

R
Y

 V
A

G
U

E
' 

L
ane has this quote. H

e 
does not m

ention that C
ra-

lard
 also

 to
ld

 th
e F

B
I h

e 
had a "v

ery
 v

ag
u
e reco

l-
lectio

n
" o

f h
av

in
g

 h
eard

 
,R

u
b
y
 m

en
tio

n
 th

e n
am

e 
W

eissm
an, that he believed 

W
eissm

an w
as a D

allas de- 

L
a
n
e
 w

rite
s th

a
t th

e
 

co
m

m
issio

n
 m

ig
h

t also
 

have Interrogated H
arold 

R
ich

ard
 W

illiam
s. W

il-
liam

s to
ld

 L
an

e h
e h

ad
 

seen R
uby and an officer 

he identified as J. D
. T

ip-
pitt in a patrol car w

hen he 
w

as arrested in N
ovem

ber, 
1963. W

IT
H

 C
A

U
T

IO
N

 

L
an

e w
arn

s h
is read

ers 
th

at W
illiam

s' testim
o

n
y

 
"should be assessed w

ith a 
degree of caution" since he 
w

as not a w
itness and un-

der oath. 
H

e m
ight also have noti-

fied his readers, but didn't, 
that T

ippitt w
as stationed 

in the O
ak C

liff section of 
D

allas all th
e w

ay
 acro

ss 
tow

n from
 w

here W
illiam

s 
said he w

as arrested. 
T

w
o w

itnesses said that 
on N

ov. 14, the night of the 
m

eeting, W
eissm

an w
as in 

th
eir h

o
m

e try
in

g
 to

 sell 
them

 carpeting until 9:30 
or 10 p.m

. M
rs. T

ippitt said 
her husband w

as a hom
e-

body devoted to his fam
ily. 

L
ane, nonetheless, says the 

com
m

ission s h a ul d have 
asked her w

hat T
ippitt w

as 
doing the night of N

ov. 14 
and asked W

eissm
an w

hat 
h

e d
id

 after 1
0

 p
.m

. th
at 

sam
e evening. 

T
H

E
 Q

U
E

ST
IO

N
 

L
ane says the question to 

W
e
issm

a
n
 w

a
s "n

e
v
e
r 

ev
en

 p
o
sed

." It m
ay

 n
o
t 

have been posed to his lik-
in

g
, b

u
t W

eissm
an

 w
as 

asked by com
m

ission coun-
sel: "D

id you at any tim
e 

w
hile you w

ere in D
allas 

ever have a m
eeting w

ith 
or sit in the C

arousel C
lub 

w
ith officer T

ippitt?" 
"N

o
," h

e an
sw

ered
. H

e 
said he had never been in 
R

u
b

y
 's 

clu
b
 an

d
 d

id
n
't 

know
 him

. 
M

rs. T
ippitt w

as less ex-
act. S

he said she had never 
heard her husband m

ention 
being in R

uby's club. 
T

he point is not so m
uch 

w
h
eth

er su
ch

 a m
eetin

g
  

does N
O

T
 say the assassi-

n
atio

n
 w

as th
e o

n
e th

at 
took place N

ov. 22, 1963 in 
D

allas. N
or does it say it 

w
asn't. G

arrison has said 
he doesn't w

ant to get in-
volved in "sem

antics" over 
w

ording. 
It should be m

entioned 
th

a
t th

e
 c

h
ie

f w
itn

e
ss 

ag
ain

st S
h
aw

 so
 far is a 

m
an

 w
h
o
 first co

n
tacted

 
G

arrison tw
o days A

F
T

E
R

 
th

e d
istrict atto

rn
ey

 said
 

th
e case w

as solved. T
he 

w
itn

e
ss te

stifie
d

 a
fte

r 
being given "truth serum

" 
and undergoing hypnosis. 

It should be m
entioned 

another w
itness reportedly 

said he w
as offered a bribe 

b
y
 th

e d
istrict atto

rn
ey

's 
office to give favorable tes-
tim

ony. T
he w

itness' law
-

yer said a lie detector test 
verified the bribe attem

pt. 
G

arrison has said he has 
evidence that O

sw
ald w

as 
w

orking for the C
entral In-

telligence A
gency. O

thers 
h

av
e said

 O
sw

ald
 w

as 
w

orking for the F
B

I after 
his return from

 the S
oviet 

U
nion for a fee of $200 a 
onth. T

O
 T

A
S

K
 

T
h

at ru
m

o
r ap

p
aren

tly
 

cam
e from

 a H
ouston re-

porter, A
lonzo H

 udkin s. 
H

u
d
k
 in

 s h
as sin

ce to
ld

 
C

harles R
oberts of N

ew
s-

w
eek

 th
at h

e b
eliev

es J. 
E

d
g
ar H

o
o
v
er 's denials 

that O
sw

ald w
as an F

B
I in-

form
ant. B

ut E
pstein takes 

the com
m

ission to task for 
relying solely on the w

ord 
of an agency investigating 
itself. 

W
h
y
, h

e
 a

sk
s in

 "in
-

quest," didn't the com
m

is-
sion on its ow

n interrogate 
H

udkins and his reported 
source for the story, D

allas 
D

e
p

u
ty

 S
h

e
riff A

lla
n

 
S

w
eatt? It is a leg

itim
ate 

question. 
B

ut it is also legitim
ate 

to
 ask

 h
o
w

 E
p
stein

 can
 

sta
te

 "n
o

 e
ffo

rts w
e
re

 
m

a
d

e b
y
 th

e co
m

m
issio

n
 

o
r its sta

ff 
to investigate 

th
e ru

m
o

r itcelf"
 T

h
a

t 

ru
m

o
r" o

f O
sw

ald
's F

B
I 

connection. 
A

n
o
th

er co
n
sp

iracy
 ru

-
m

o
r: R

u
b

y
 en

tered
 th

e 
D

allas police headquarters 
to shoot O

sw
ald not by ac-

cident but by design. In ac-
cord w

ith som
e superplot, 

th
e assassin

 h
ad

 to
 b

e as-
sassinated. O

ne incontesta-
ble fact of tim

e, how
ever, 

m
ust be considered. 
T

h
e ex

act tim
e o

f O
s-

w
ald

's tran
sfer d

ep
en

d
ed

 
on w

hen police w
ere done 

q
u

estio
n

in
g

 h
im

. A
t th

e 
tim

e th
at w

as d
ecid

e d
, 

R
u
b
y
 w

as d
riv

in
g
 d

o
w

n
-

tow
n to send a m

oney or-
der to one of his strippers. 
T

h
e tim

e h
e h

an
d
ed

 th
e 

m
o
n
ey

 o
rd

er acro
ss th

e 
W

estern U
nion counter w

as 
punched by a tim

e clock: 
11:17 a.m

. O
sw

ald w
as shot 

at 11:21 a.m
. It takes sev-

eral m
inutes to w

alk from
 

W
estern U

nion to the police 
b
asem

en
t w

h
ere O

sw
ald

 
w

as slain. 

O
N

L
Y

 C
H

A
N

C
E

 
A

 com
m

uter catching a 
train

 w
o

u
ld

 scarcely
 cu

t 
h

is c
o

rn
e
rs so

 fin
e
ly

. 
W

ould a m
an engaged in a 

su
p
erp

lo
t d

o
 so

? P
articu

-
larly

 if h
e k

n
ew

 in
 so

m
e 

unexplained w
ay his only 

ch
an

ce w
o

u
ld

 co
m

e at 
11:21? 

T
he superplot elsew

here 
w

as ru
n
n
in

g
 a v

ery
 tig

h
t 

sch
ed

u
le. W

h
en

 O
sw

ald
 

d
ash

ed
 in

 an
d
 o

u
t o

f h
is 

room
ing house a half-hour 

after th
e assassin

atio
n
, 

L
an

e say
s a "rath

er m
y

s-
terious" incident occurred. 
A

 D
allas police car stopped 

a
n

d
 h

o
n

k
e
d

 tw
ic

e
 a

n
d

 
d

ro
v
e o

ff, said
 E

arlen
e 

R
oberts, the housekeeper. 
D

allas police said there 
w

as no patrol car in the vi-
cin

ity
 at th

e tim
e. L

an
e 

say
s th

e 'in
v

estig
atio

n
' 

consisted of nothing m
ore 

than the statem
ents of po-

lice regarding car and offi-
c
e
r a

ssig
n
m

e
n
ts. O

n
e
 

m
igh

t ask
 w

h
o w

ou
ld

 k
n

ow
 

b
e
tte

r th
a
n

 p
o

lic
e
 th

e
 

w
h

ereab
o

u
ts o

f a p
o

lice  

w
ould put him

 at the build-
ing close to th

e m
om

ents 
O

sw
ald

 d
ash

ed
 in

to
 th

e 
ro

o
m

in
g
 h

o
u
se sev

eral 
m

iles aw
ay

. V
alen

tin
e 

turned the keys over to a 
sergeant. 

T
h
is d

o
e
s n

o
t m

e
a
n
, 

L
an

e arg
u

es, th
at th

e car 
itself co

u
ld

n
't h

av
e b

een
 

driven by som
e other offi-

cers. M
rs. R

oberts saw
 tw

o 
in

 th
e car. B

u
t th

e m
en

 
w

ould have had to get the 
k
ey

s fro
m

 th
e serg

ean
t 

w
ho said he didn't release 

them
 until 3:30 p.m

., drive 
th

ro
u
g
h
 h

e
a
v
y
 tra

ffic
 

aro
u

n
d

 th
e d

ep
o

sito
ry

 to
 

the room
ing house In sub-

urban O
ak C

liff, honk tw
ice 

and drive aw
ay again. 

A
nd for w

hat purpose? 
L

ane doesn't suggest one. 

ST
A

T
IO

N
 W

A
G

O
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L
ane also notes testim

ony 
of D

eputy Sheriff R
oger D

. 
C

raig. 
H

e said that 15 m
inutes 

after the assassination he 
saw

 a young m
an he later 

id
en

tified
 as O

sw
ald

 ru
n
 

fro
m

 n
ear th

e d
ep

o
sito

ry
 

and get into a light colored 
R

am
b
ler statio

n
 w

ag
o
n
 

driven by a N
egro. L

ater 
that afternoon C

raig said 
he recognized O

sw
ald in 

the office of hom
icide C

apt. 
W

ill Fritz. 
C

raig said O
sw

ald stood 
up an

d
 said

: "
T

h
at station 

w
ag

o
n
 b

elo
n
g
s to

 M
rs. 

P
aine_ don't try to tie her  

this on his resem
blance to 

a photograph she had seen 
of the M

afia chieftain. 
C

o
m

m
issio

n
 co

u
n

sel 
L

eo
n
 H

u
b
ert th

en
 ask

ed
 

M
rs. R

ich if D
ave C

., w
ho 

sh
e said

 h
ad

 b
een

 a b
ar-

ten
d
er at th

e D
allas U

n
i-

versity C
lub, could be one 

D
ave C

herry. "T
hat's it," 

she replied. L
ane w

onders 
w

hy this potentially corrobo 
ratin

g
 w

itn
ess w

as n
o
t 

called to testify. "T
he F

B
I's 

sum
m

ary of an interview
 

w
ith C

herry w
as in the com

-
m

issio
n

's p
o

ssessio
n

, b
u

t 
C

herry w
as not called as a 

w
itness." 

'P
SY

C
H

O
P

A
T

H
IC

' 
Indeed, he w

as not. B
ut 

the F
B

I "sum
m

ary" w
hich 

L
ane does not quote, m

ight 
explain w

hy. In it C
herry 

denies know
ing any colonel 

"w
ho w

as supposed to have 
b
een

 ru
n
n
in

g
 g

u
n
s in

to
 

C
uba." H

e did know
 N

ancy 
P

errin
 R

ich
 w

h
o
 h

e said
 

bad been barred from
 the 

clu
b

 an
d

 w
h

o
 h

e th
o

u
g

h
t 

w
as "m

entally deranged." 
A

lso in the com
m

ission 
reco

rd
 is a statem

en
t b

y
 

D
allas detective P

aul R
ay-

burn w
ho knew

 M
rs. R

ich 
and thought her "a psycho-
patic liar w

ho got great de-
lig

h
t o

u
t o

f tellin
g

 w
ild

 
tales." 

A
nd there is a report of 

an interview
 w

ith attorney 
C

y V
ictorson w

ho repre-
sented M

rs. R
ich on a va- 

on eight w
ar surplus Jeeps 

som
e tim

e around 1960. 
T

his could be corrobora-
tion of M

cK
eow

n. B
ut is it 

of N
ancy R

ich? A
nd if one 

interprets it as such, w
here 

does it all tie R
uby into an 

assassination superplot? D
o 

surplus Jeeps in 1959. an 
unverifiedm

eeting in 1962 
add up to assassination in 
1963? 

L
ane doesn't answ

er the 
question. H

e m
erely asks 

it. A
nother conspiracy: O

s-
w

ald, the adm
itted M

arxist 
w

h
o
 w

an
ted

 fair p
lay

 fo
r 

C
uba, w

as actually in the 
anti-C

astro underground. 
T

h
e so

u
rce o

f th
is w

as 
S

ylvia O
dio, an anti-C

astro 
C

uban. O
n S

ept. 26 or 27, 
1963, tw

o C
uban or M

exi-
can

s called
 at h

er ap
art-

m
ent in D

allas w
ith a third 

person introduced as L
eon 

O
sw

ald, she said. T
he m

en 
told her they had recently 
com

e from
 N

ew
 O

rleans 
and w

ere friends of her fa-
ther, a prisoner of C

astro. 

U
N

D
E

R
G

R
O

U
N

D
 

T
he next day one of the 

m
en

, w
h

o
 said

 h
is n

am
e 

w
as L

eopoldo, phoned M
rs. 

O
dio and said he w

anted to 
introduce O

sw
ald Into the 

C
uban underground. L

eo-
p

o
ld

o
 said

 O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 

been in the M
arines, w

as 
an excellent shot anti 

felt 
"

th
e 

C
u
b
an

s d
id

n
't h

av
e 

any cuts . 	
h

P
C

211S
P

 P
rps- 

a ticket to L
aredo. E

pstein 
does N

O
T

 m
ention that it 

w
as th

e o
n
ly

 su
ch

 tick
et 

sold that night to L
aredo or 

that it w
as the only one of 

its kind sold from
 S

ept_ 24 
through Sept. 26. 

U
N

E
M

P
L

O
Y

M
E

N
T

 C
H

E
C

K
 

E
pstein does N

O
T

 m
en-

tion that the com
m

ission, 
a
fte

r a
 le

n
g
th

y
 c

h
e
c
k
. 

established that O
sw

ald had 
cashed an unem

ploym
ent 

check in N
ew

 O
rleans, al-

m
o
st certain

ly
 so

m
e tim

e 
after S

 a.m
., S

ep
t. 2

5
. H

e 
does N

O
T

 m
ention that the 

co
m

m
issio

n
 ch

eck
ed

 air 
lines and found no indica-
tion that O

sw
ald had flow

n 
fro

m
 N

e
w

 O
rle

a
n

s to
 

D
allas. 
If O

sw
ald

 h
ad

 b
een

 in
 

D
allas on the 25th, he could 

h
av

e cau
g
h
t a b

u
s fro

m
 

th
ere to

 A
lice, T

ex
as, in

 
tim

e to be on the H
ouston-

L
ared

o
 b

u
s o

n
 w

h
ich

 
he 

w
as seen

. B
u

t n
o

 tick
ets 

w
ere so

ld
 b

y
 th

e b
u
s lin

e 
connecting D

allas and A
l-

ice fo
r L

ared
o
 b

etw
een

 
Sept. 23 and 26. 

'D
IF

F
IC

U
L

T
' 

H
e 

co
u
ld

. th
e co

m
m

is-
sio

n
 c

o
n
c
e
d
e

s, possibly 
h
a
v
e
 d

riv
e
n
 N

e
w

 O
r-

leans.D
allas-A

lice route al-
thought  the W

arren report 
say

s it "w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 
difficult." T

ight scheduling 
again for th

e superplot. 

S
ecret S

erv
icem

an
 ju

m
p
ed

 o
n
to

 b
u
m

p
er o

f p
resi-

dential lim
ousine seconds after JF

K
 w

as shot. A
r- 

ro
w

 in
d
icates P

resid
en

t's h
ead

 su
p
p
o
rted

 b
y
 M

rs. 
K

ennedy, w
ho had just been helped off rear trunk. 



lectio
n
" o

f h
av

in
g
 h

eard
 

R
u

b
y

 m
en

tio
n

 th
e n

am
e 

W
eissm

an, that he believed 
W

eissm
an w

as a D
allas de-

tectiv
e w

h
o
se first n

am
e 

m
ay have been Johnny and 

that he "could have m
y re-

collection of a M
r. W

eiss-
m

an m
ixed up w

ith som
e 

one else." 
L

an
e d

o
es n

o
t m

en
tio

n
 

th
a
t C

ra
fa

rd
 th

o
u
g
h
t 

W
eissm

an
 w

as a "w
h
ite 

m
ale A

m
erican

" 3
8
 to

 4
5
 

y
e
a
rs o

f a
g
e
. B

e
rn

e
r d

 
W

eissm
an

 w
as a w

h
ite. 

m
ale A

m
erican w

ho w
as 26 

in 1963 and w
ho, if he had 

b
een

 at th
e C

aro
u

sel "a 
num

ber of occasions" had 
nonetheless been in D

allas 
only 10 days. 

D
ID

N
'T

 R
E

C
A

L
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L
ane reports that several 

w
itnesses said R

uby knew
 

T
ip

p
itt. O

n
e th

at h
e cites 

w
a
s D

a
lla

s p
o
lic

e
 L

t. 
G

eorge C
. A

rnett. 
W

hat A
rnett actually told 

the F
B

I w
as that he did not 

recall to w
hat extent R

uby 
M

A
Y

 have know
n police of-

ficer J. D
. T

ippitt but add-
ed

 th
at "h

e d
o
es n

o
t b

e-
lieve he w

as m
ore friendly 

w
ith T

ippitt than the aver-
age officer." 

A
rn

ett, in
 o

th
er w

o
rd

s, 
d
id

 n
o
t sa

y
 p

o
sitiv

e
ly

 
w

h
eth

er R
u
b
y
 d

id
 o

r d
id

 
not know

 T
ippitt. 

L
an

e say
s C

rafard
 an

d
 

A
ndrew

 A
rm

strong, R
uby's 

bartender and handym
an, 

b
o

th
 h

eard
 R

u
b

y
 say

 h
e 

k
n
ew

 T
ip

p
itt w

h
en

 h
e 

learn
ed

 th
e o

fficer h
ad

 
been shot. L

ane does not 
say

 th
at A

rm
stro

n
g
 also

 
told the F

B
I: "F

rom
 w

hat 
I g

a
th

e
r la

te
r o

n
. M

rs. 
G

rant, R
uby's sister, told 

m
e it w

as a different T
ip-

pitt that he knew
. In other 

w
ords, there w

ere tw
o offi-

cers that had the nam
e of 

T
ippitt. K

N
E

W
 O

N
E

 

A
ctu

ally
,  th

ere w
ere 

three. 
. 	

. 

v
. ...L

A
, 	

A
IL

IC
 114111 n

ev
e/. 

heard her husband m
ention 

being in R
uby's club. 

T
he point is not so m

uch 
w

h
eth

er su
ch

 a m
eetin

g
 

co
u
ld

 o
r n

o
t h

av
e tak

en
 

p
lace. T

h
e p

o
in

t h
ere is 

that L
ane, w

ho presented 
the rum

or to the com
m

is-
sion, did not present all the 
ev

id
en

ce to
 h

is read
ers. 

F
or instance, neither M

rs. 
T

ippitt's n or W
eissm

an's 
d
en

ial an
d
 —

 o
r lack

 o
f 

know
ledge of the m

eeting 
is presented in his book. 

IT
S

 P
U

R
P

O
S

E
 

B
ut w

hat if, evidence to 
the contrary, such a m

eet-
ing did take place? W

hat 
w

as its p
u
rp

o
se?  L

an
e 

doesn't suggest one. N
ei-

ther does any evidence in 
the W

arren volum
es. 

N
or is there evidence in 

the volum
es to indicate a 

conspiracy In N
ew

 O
rleans. 

T
h
e co

m
m

issio
n
 an

d
 th

e 
F

B
I investigated several of 

th
e p

eo
p
le th

at h
av

e fig
-

u
red

 in
 G

arriso
n
's case. 

T
hey found no conspiracy. 
T

h
is is n

o
t to

 d
en

y
 th

e 
possibility of one. It should 
b
e m

en
tio

n
ed

, h
o
w

ev
er, 

that the indictm
ent against 

C
lay S

haw
, a N

ew
 O

rleans  

to 
ask 

h
o
w

 E
p
stein

 can
 

sta
te

 "n
o
 e

ffo
rts w

e
re

 
m

ad
e b

y
 th

e co
m

m
issio

n
 

o
r its staff to

 in
v

estig
ate 

th
e ru

m
o
r its elf." T

h
at 

sim
ply isn't true. 

M
O

N
E

Y
 O

R
D

E
R

S
 

T
he com

m
ission, itself, 

D
ID

 in
v

estig
ate in

 so
m

e 
detail reports of m

oney or-
d
ers O

sw
ald

 rep
o
rted

ly
 

had received w
hile in D

al-
la

s. It tu
rn

e
d
 o

u
t to

 b
e
 

baseless. T
he com

m
ission, 

itself, D
ID

 in
q
u
ire w

h
y
 

F
B

I ag
en

t Jam
es H

o
sty

's 
nam

e w
as in O

sw
ald's ad-

dress book. O
sw

ald told his 
w

ife to take it dow
n after 

H
o
sty

 h
ad

 v
isited

 h
er at 

R
u

th
 P

ain
e 's w

h
ere sh

e 
w

as liv
in

g
. T

h
e co

m
m

is-
sio

n
 D

ID
 in

v
e
stig

a
te

 
through the Internal R

eve-
n
u
e S

erv
ice O

sw
ald

's fi-
n
a
n
c
e
s a

fte
r h

is re
tu

rn
 

from
 the S

oviet U
nion. H

is 
know

n and assum
ed outgo 

rem
arkably approxim

ated 
h

is in
co

m
e d

o
w

n
 to

 th
e 

cash balance he had w
hen 

arrested. 
T

he com
m

ission did N
O

T
 

tak
e at face v

alu
e th

e d
e-

nials of the F
B

I. A
nd E

p-
stein did N

O
T

 m
ention the  

lice regarding car and offi-
c
e
r a

ssig
n
m

e
n
ts. O

n
e
 

m
ight ask w

ho w
ould know

 
b
e
tte

r th
a
n
 p

o
lic

e
 th

e
 

w
h
ereab

o
u
ts o

f a p
o
lice 

car. D
R

O
V

E
 C

A
R

 207 
L

ane notes com
m

ission 
evidence that a patrolm

an 
had driven C

ar 207 to the 
depository "just after 12:45 
p

.m
.," g

av
e th

e k
ey

s to
 a 

sergeant and rem
ained in 

the building several hours. 
A

 lo
g

 o
f th

e trav
els o

f 
C

ar 207 should, how
ever, 

h
a
v
e
 th

is in
fo

rm
a
tio

n
 

w
hich the report provides 

—
 and L

ane does not. 
• 

P
olice C

ar 170, driven 
b

y
 acq

u
an

tan
ces o

f h
ers, 

o
ften

 h
o

n
k

ed
 o

u
tsid

e th
e 

house, M
rs. R

oberts said. 
W

hen she saw
 the car w

as 
207, she told the F

B
I she 

w
en

t b
ack

 to
 lo

o
k

in
g

 at 
television. 

. P
a
tro

lm
a
n
 Jim

m
y
 

V
alentine had C

ar 207 that 
afternoon. H

e had been at 
h

e
a
d

q
u

a
rte

rs w
h

e
n

 h
e
 

heard of the assassination 
at ab

o
u
t 1

2
:4

5
 p

.m
. H

e 
drove to the depository all 
the 

w
a

y
 a

cro
ss to

w
n

 
through heavy traffic. T

his 

W
ill Fritz. 
C

raig said O
sw

ald stood 
up and said: "T

hat station 
w

ag
o
n
 b

elo
n
g
s to

 M
rs. 

P
ain

e. d
o
n
't try

 to
 tie h

er 
in

to
 th

is . . . E
v
ery

b
o
d
y
 

w
ill know

 w
ho I am

 now
." 

T
he com

m
ission, as L

ane 
notes, decided it "could not 
accept im

portant elem
ents 

o
f C

ra
ig

's te
stim

o
n
y
." 

L
ane does not note the rea-

sons w
hy. 

O
U

T
E

R
 O

F
F

IC
E

 

O
ne is an affidavit from

 
F

ritz. H
e recalled

 a m
an

 
tellin

g
 a sto

ry
 sim

ilar to
 

C
raig's. T

his, how
ever, oc-

curred in his outer office. 
O

sw
ald w

as in his inner of-
fice. 

"H
ad I brought this m

an 
into m

y inner office I feel 
sure I w

ould have rem
em

-
b
ered

 it," F
ritz said

. H
e 

d
id

n
't rem

em
b
er O

sw
ald

 
ju

m
p
in

g
 u

p
 an

d
 say

in
g
 

w
h
at C

raig
 said

 h
e said

. 
N

eith
er d

id
 an

y
 o

n
e slse 

there. 
F

urhterm
ore, M

rs. P
aine 

ow
ned a tw

o-tone C
hevrolet 

station w
agon, not a light 

colored R
am

bler. 
A

n
o
th

e
r c

o
n
sp

ira
c
y
: 

R
u

b
y

 w
as so

m
eh

o
w

 in
-

volved in C
astroite activi-

ty. A
t length L

ane quotes 
th

e testim
o

n
y

 o
f N

an
cy

 
P

errin
 R

ich
. S

h
e said

 in
 

1962 she and her late hus-
b

a
n

d
 h

a
d

 m
e
t se

v
e
ra

l 
tim

es in D
allas w

ith others 
including an A

rm
y colonel 

w
hose nam

e she did not re-
call and som

e one nam
ed 

D
ave C

. —
 "I think it w

as 
C

o
le, b

u
t I co

u
ld

n
 't b

e 
sure." 

S
H

U
T

T
L

E
 B

O
A

T
 

M
rs. R

ich's husband had 
asked -$25,000 to shuttle a 
b
o

at carry
in

g
 g

u
n

s in
to

 
C

uba and refugees out. N
e-

gotiations stalled. 
"A

 knock com
es on the 

door and w
ho w

alks in but 
m

y
 little

 frie
n
d
, Ja

c
k
 

R
uby," said M

rs. R
ich w

ho 
h

ad
 b

een
 a b

arten
d

er at 
th

e C
arousel C

lub. "R
uby 

3 	
, 	

.  

tales." 
A

nd there is a report of 
an interview

 w
ith attorney 

C
y V

ictorson w
ho repre-

sented M
rs. R

ich on a va-
grancy charge. H

e said she 
told stories "so ridiculous 
that no one could possibly 
believe them

." 
L

an
e d

o
es n

o
t ask

 w
h
y
 

Paul R
ayburn or C

y V
ictor-

son w
ere not called by the 

com
m

ission. H
e did not use 

th
eir statem

en
ts, eith

e r. 
A

fter all, they did not dis-
cuss R

uby or gun-running. 
T

hey only m
entioned the 

one w
itness w

ho said she 
saw

 it all happen. 

A
R

R
ESTED

 
S

ay
s L

an
e: "A

b
o
u
t so

 
clandestine an operation as 
sm

u
g
g
lin

g
 w

eap
o
n
s to

 
C

uba and evacuating ex-
iles, how

ever, one w
ould 

expect to find corrobora-
tion only w

ith the greatest 
difficulty, if at all." H

e in-
dicated he found it in R

ob-
e r t M

cK
eow

n. M
cK

eow
n 

had been arrested in 1958 
for conspiracy to sm

uggle 
guns to C

uban P
rim

e M
in-

ister F
idel C

astro. 
M

cK
eow

n told the F
B

I 
th

at in
 1

9
5
9
 a m

an
 w

h
o
 

identified h im
seff as R

u-
benstein, R

uby 's original 
nam

e, had phoned him
 of-

fering $15,000 to get C
astro 

to release three of his pris- 
o
n
ers. T

h
ree w

eek
s later 

M
cK

eo
w

n
 said

 a m
an

 
asked him

 to w
rite a letter 

o
f in

tro
d
u
ctio

n
 to

 C
astro

 
because he had som

e Jeeps 
to sell C

uba. T
he deals nev-

er cam
e to pass. 

T
H

E
 S

T
A

T
E

M
E

N
T

 
M

cK
eow

n told the F
B

I 
he "feels strongly that this 
individual w

as in fact Jack 
R

u
b
y
 . . ." L

an
e q

u
o
tes 

this. H
e does not quote an-

other part of the statem
ent 

in
 w

h
ich

 M
cK

eo
w

n
 "re-

m
ark

ed
 h

e is n
o

t certain
 

th
at th

e ab
o
v
e-d

escrib
ed

 
telephone caller from

 D
al-

las or the m
an w

ho person- 
ally

 ap
p

eared
 . 	

. w
a
s 

id
en

tical w
ith

 th
e Jack

 

t,inian underground. L
eo-

p
o
ld

o
 said

 O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 

been in
 th

e M
arin

es. w
as 

an excellent shot and felt 
"th

e C
u
b
an

s d
id

n
't h

av
e 

any guts . . because P
res-

ident K
ennedy should have 

been assassinated after the 
B

ay of P
igs and som

e C
u-

bans should have done that 

leans.D
allas-A

lice route al-
thought the W

arren report 
says it "w

ould have been 
difficult." T

ight scheduling 
again for the superplot. 

U
ltim

ately, 
th

e 
F

B
I lo

-
cated a C

alifornian, L
oran 

E
ugene H

all, w
ho said 

he 
had called on M

rs. O
dio in 

D
allas in S

eptem
ber w

ith 
tw

o other m
en. T

he tw
o de-

n
ied

 it. H
all later altered

 
his story. 

In
 its rep

o
rt, 

the 
com

-
m

ission stated that the F
B

I 
had not com

pleted its inves-
tigation of H

all at the tim
e 

th
e rep

o
rt w

en
t to

 p
ress. 

Y
et it concluded in the re-

port that O
sw

ald had not 
b

een
 at M

rs. O
d

lo
's th

at 
Septem

ber. 
"Is it too fastidious to in-

sist that conclusions logi-
cally follow

, not precede. 
an  a

n
a
ly

sis o
f a

ll e
v

i-
d
en

ce?" L
an

e ask
s. T

h
e 

point is w
ell taken. 

D
espite the vast scope of 

the W
arren investigation, 

the O
dio m

atter has given 
the critics am

m
unition to 

ch
arg

e th
e co

m
m

issio
n
 

w
ith 

h
aste, 

w
ith

 lack
 o

f 
thoroughness. 

H
aste? Q

uite possibly, al-
though the com

m
ission de-

nies it. B
ut thoroughness? 

W
ho w

as thorough in de-
tailing the O

dio investiga-
tion? T

he com
m

ission? O
r 

E
pstein? 

W
A

S
 R

E
S

O
L

V
E

D
 

T
h
e H

all ev
id

en
ce n

ei-
ther proves nor disproves 
the com

m
ission conclusion 

about M
rs. O

dio. E
pstein 

says the m
atter w

as never 
resolved. B

ut, in effect. 
w

as. A
s m

u
ch

 as it ev
er 

can
 b

e. T
h
e co

m
m

issio
n
 

w
as faced

 w
ith

 a ch
o
ice: 

the testim
ony of M

rs. O
dio 

an
d

 h
er sister ag

ain
st th

e 
evidence they w

ere m
istak-

en. It chose the evidence. 
Y

et it w
as th

e co
m

m
is-

sion that presented all the 
evidence pro and con about 
M

rs. O
dio. T

he critics did 
not. It w

as the com
m

ission 
that presented all the evi- 

A
fter the assassination a 

stunned M
rs. O

dio recog-
nized pictures of L

ee H
ar-

v
ey

 O
sw

ald
 as th

e m
an

 
w

h
o
 cam

e to
 h

er ap
art-

m
et. S

o did her sister. T
he4 

co
m

m
issio

n
 m

ain
tain

ed
 

that O
sw

ald couldnot have 
been in D

allas S
ept. 26 or 

27. H
e w

as in M
exico. 

". .. T
he issue w

as never 
resolved." w

rote E
pstein. 

T
hat is debatable. 

O
N

 A
 B

U
S

 
R

eco
rd

s sh
o
w

 th
at O

s-
w

ald
 cro

ssed
 in

to
 N

u
ev

o
 

L
aredo. M

exico, betw
een 6 

a.m
. an

d
 2

 p
.m

. S
ep

t. 2
6

. 
T

w
o passengers on a H

ous-
4ton - w

laredo bus said they 
sa

w
 O

sw
a
ld

 o
n
 b

o
a
rd

 
shortly after they aw

oke at 
6 a.m

., Sept. 26. 
T

h
e co

m
m

issio
n
 said

 
there w

as strong evidence 
that O

sw
ald had left H

ous-
ton on a bus that m

orning. 
It noted a bu

s had left N
ew

 
O

rleans, w
here O

sw
ald had 

been
 living, at 12:30 p.m

. 
S

ept. 25 arriving at H
ous-

ton at 10:50 p.m
. that eve-

ning. O
sw

ald m
ade a phone 

call to a w
om

an in H
ouston 

that sam
e evening. It can't 

be determ
ined w

hether the 
call w

as local or not. 

D
A

T
E

S
 W

R
O

N
G

? 
E

pstein says the visit o f 
M

rs. O
d
io

 o
ccu

rred
 "th

e 
day beforehe I O

sw
ald) left 

o
n
 h

is trip
 to

 M
ex

ico
." 

T
h
is d

ie
re

g
a
rd

e
 M

rs. 
O

dio's testim
ony. S

he said 
the visit occurred S

ept. 26 
—

 w
h

en
 O

sw
ald

 h
ad

 al-
read

y
 cro

ssed
 th

e b
o
rd

er 
—

 or the 27th —
 w

hen he 
had reached M

exico C
ity 

an
d
 reg

istered
 at a h

o
tel. 

W
ere eo

m
eo

n
e's d

ates 
w

ro
n

g
? E

p
stein

 d
o

esn
't 



A
P w

riters Sid M
oody C

I.) and B
ernard 

G
avzer show

 m
any volum

es of C
om

- 
m

ission report and critics books they 
read for this sum

m
ation. 

num
ber of occasions" had 

_nonetheless been in D
allas 

only 10 days. 

D
ID

N
'T

 R
E

C
A

L
L

 

L
ane reports that several 

w
itnesses said R

uby knew
 

- T
ip

p
itt. O

n
e th

at h
e cites 

w
as D

 a 1
1

 a s p
o

lice L
t. 

G
eorge C

. A
rnett. 

W
hat A

rnett actually told 
the F

B
I w

as that he did not 
recall to w

hat extent R
uby 

M
A

Y
 have know

n police of-
ficer J. D

. T
ippitt but add-

ed
 th

at "h
e d

o
es n

o
t b

e-
lieve he w

as m
ore friendly 

w
ith T

ippitt than the aver-
age officer." 

A
rn

ett, in
 o

th
er w

o
rd

s, 
d

id
 n

o
t sa

y
 p

o
sitiv

e
ly

 
w

h
eth

er R
u

b
y

 d
id

 o
r d

id
 

not know
 T

ippitt. 
L

an
e say

s C
rafard

 an
d

 
A

ndrew
 A

rm
strong, R

uby's 
bartender and handym

an, 
b

o
th

 h
eard

 R
u

b
y

 say
 h

e 
k

n
ew

 T
ip

p
itt w

h
en

 h
e 

learn
ed

 th
e o

fficer h
ad

 
been shot. L

ane does not 
say

 th
at A

rm
stro

n
g
 also

 
told the F

B
I: "F

rom
 w

hat 
I g

a
th

e
r la

te
r o

n
. M

rs. 
G

rant, R
uby's sister, told 

m
e it w

as a different T
ip-

pitt that he knew
. In other 

w
ords, there w

ere tw
o offi-

cers that had the nam
e of 

T
ippitt. K

N
E

W
 O

N
E

 

A
c
tu

a
lly

, th
e
re

 w
e
re

 
three. 

A
nd R

uby did know
 one 

of them
. H

e said he knew
 a 

d
etectiv

e G
ay

le T
ip

p
itt 

w
h
o
 w

o
rk

ed
 in

 sp
ecial 

services. L
ane's book has 

this. It m
entions that G

ayle 
T

ippitt said his "contacts 
in recent years w

ith R
uby 

have been infrequent." 
T

hat is taken from
 C

om
-

m
ittee E

x
h

ib
it 1

6
2

0
 in

 
w

h
ich

 G
ay

le T
ip

p
itt also

 
said

 th
at in

 th
e 1

9
5
0
s h

e 
"b

ecam
e v

ery
 w

ell ac- 

lag
 d

id
 tak

e p
lace? W

h
at 

w
as its p

u
rp

o
se? L

an
e 

doesn't suggest one. N
ei-

ther does any evidence in 
the W

arren volum
es. 

N
or is there evidence in 

the volum
es to indicate a 

conspiracy in N
ew

 O
rleans. 

T
h

e co
m

m
issio

n
 an

d
 th

e 
F

B
I investigated several of 

th
e p

eo
p
le th

at h
av

e fig
-

u
red

 in
 G

arriso
n

's case. 
T

hey found no conspiracy. 
T

h
is is n

o
t to

 d
en

y
 th

e 
possibility of one. It should 
b
e m

en
tio

n
ed

, h
o
w

ev
er, 

that the indictm
ent against 

C
lay S

haw
, a N

ew
 O

rleans  

w
u
e to

 th
ee it so

w
n
 atter 

H
o

sty
 h

ad
 v

isited
 h

er at 
R

u
th

 P
ain

e 's w
h
ere sh

e 
w

as liv
in

g
. T

h
e co

m
m

is-
sio

n
 D

ID
 in

v
e
stig

a
te

 
through the Internal R

eve-
n
u
e S

erv
ice O

sw
ald

's fi-
n
a
n
c
e
s a

fte
r h

is re
tu

rn
 

from
 the S

oviet U
nion. H

is 
know

n and assum
ed outgo 

rem
arkably approxim

ated 
h
is in

co
m

e d
o
w

n
 to

 th
e 

cash balance he had w
hen 

arrested. 
T

he com
m

ission did N
O

T
 

tak
e at face v

alu
e th

e d
e-

nials of the F
B

I. A
nd E

p-
stein did N

O
T

 m
ention the 

• 
P

olice C
ar 170. driven 

b
y

 acq
u

an
tan

ces o
f h

ers, 
o

ften
 h

o
n

k
ed

 o
u

tsid
e th

e 
house, M

rs. R
oberts said. 

W
hen she saw

 the car w
as 

207, she told the F
B

I she 
w

en
t b

ack
 to

 lo
o

k
in

g
 at 

television. 
. P

atro
lm

an
 J i m

 m
y
 

V
alentine had C

ar 207 that 
afternoon. H

e had been at 
h

e
a
d

q
u

a
rte

rs w
h

e
n

 h
e
 

heard of the assassination 
at ab

o
u

t 1
2

:4
5

 p
.m

. H
e 

drove to the depository all 
th

e
 w

a
y
 a

c
ro

ss to
w

n
 

through heavy traffic. T
his  

cu
rrea in

 in
s o

u
ter °in

ce. 
O

sw
ald w

as in his inner of-
fice. 

"H
ad I brought this m

an 
into m

y inner office I feel 
sure I w

ould have rem
em

-
b

ered
 it," F

ritz said
. H

e 
d
id

n
't rem

em
b
er O

sw
ald

 
ju

m
p
in

g
 u

p
 an

d
 say

in
g
 

w
h

at C
raig

 said
 h

e said
. 

N
eith

er d
id

 an
y
 o

n
e slse 

there. 
F

urhterm
ore, M

rs. P
aine 

ow
ned a tw

o-tone C
hevrolet 

station w
agon, not a light 

colored R
am

bler. 
A

n
o
th

e
r c

o
n
sp

ira
c
y
: 

R
u
b

y
 w

as so
m

eh
o

w
 in

-
volved in C

astroite activi-
ty. A

t length L
ane quotes 

th
e testim

o
n

y
 o

f N
an

cy
 

P
errin

 R
ich

. S
h
e said

 in
 

1962 she and her lath hus-
b

a
n

d
 h

a
d

 m
e
t se

v
e
ra

l 
lim

es in D
allas w

ith others 
including an A

rm
y colonel 

w
hose nam

e she did not re-
call and som

e one nam
ed 

D
ave C

. —
 "I think it w

as 
C

ole, but I c o u l d n 't be 
sure." 

SH
U

T
T

L
E

 B
O

A
T

 

M
rs. R

ich's husband had 
asked $25,000 to shuttle a 
b
o
at carry

in
g
 g

u
n
s in

to
 

C
uba and refugees out. N

e-
gotiations stalled. 

"A
 knock com

es on the 
door and w

ho w
alks in but 

m
y
 little

 frie
n
d
, Ja

c
k
 

R
uby," said M

rs. R
ich w

ho 
h

ad
 b

een
 a b

arten
d

er at 
the C

arousel C
lub. "R

uby 
had a bulge in his pocket. 
H

e w
ent into another room

 
an

d
 retu

rn
ed

  m
in

u
s th

e 
bulge," M

rs. R
ich said. She 

assu
m

ed
 th

e b
u
lg

e w
as 

payoff m
oney, although she 

n
ev

er saw
 n

o
r h

eard
 th

at 
m

oney had changed hands. 
N

eg
o
tatio

n
s im

p
ro

v
ed

. 
B

u
t M

rs.' R
ic

h
 fin

a
lly

 
"grabbed m

y old m
an and 

cleared out" w
hen she lat-

er thought she recognized a 
n

ew
 p

articip
an

t as V
ito

 
G

enovese's son. S
he based 

A
R

R
E

S
T

E
D

 
S

ay
s L

an
e: "A

b
o

u
t so

 
clandestine an operation as 
sm

u
g
g
lin

g
 w

eap
o
n
s to

 
C

u
b
a an

d
 ev

acu
atin

g
 ex

-
iles, how

ever, one w
ould 

expect to find corrobora-
tion only w

ith the greatest 
difficulty, if at all." H

e in-
dicated he found it in R

ob-
e r t M

cK
eow

n. M
cK

eow
n 

had been arrested in 1958 
for conspiracy to sm

uggle 
guns to C

uban P
rim

e M
in-

ister F
idel C

astro. 
M

cK
eow

n told the F
B

I 
th

at in
 1

9
5
9
 a m

an
 w

h
o
 

identified h im
seif as R

u-
benstein, R

uby 's original 
nam

e, had phoned him
 of-

fering $15,000 to get C
astro 

to release three of his pris-
o
n
ers. T

h
ree w

eek
s later 

M
c
K

e
o
w

n
 sa

id
 a

 m
a
n
 

asked him
 to w

rite a letter 
o
f in

tro
d
u
ctio

n
 to

 C
astro

 
because he had som

e Jeeps 
to sell C

uba. T
he deals nev-

er cam
e to pass. 

T
H

E
 ST

A
T

E
M

E
N

T
 

M
cK

eow
n told the F

B
I 

he "feels strongly that this 
individual w

as in fact Jack 
R

u
b

y
 . ." L

a
n

e
 q

u
o

te
s 

this. H
e does not quote an-

other part of the statem
ent 

in
 w

h
ich

 M
cK

eo
w

n
 "re-

m
ark

ed
 h

e is n
o

t certain
 

th
at th

e ab
o

v
e-d

escrib
ed

 
telephone caller from

 D
al-

las or the m
an w

ho person-
a
lly

 a
p
p
e
a
re

d
 . . . w

a
s 

id
en

tical w
ith

 th
e Jack

 
R

uby w
ho killed L

ee H
ar-

vey O
sw

ald." 
L

ane take a partial quote 
to show

 strong identifica-
tion of R

uby by M
cK

eow
n 

rath
er th

an
 a w

h
o
le o

n
e 

w
h
ich

 sh
o
w

s so
m

eth
in

g
 

less. H
e n

eed
 n

o
t h

av
e. 

R
uby said he once w

as in-
terested in a Jeep deal. H

e 
thought, though, the inter-
m

ed
iary

's n
am

e w
as D

a-
vis. H

is sister, E
va G

rant, 
told the F

B
I she believed 

her brother had an option 

.. T
he issue w

as never 
resolved," w

rote E
pstein

.  
T

hat is debatable. 

O
N

 A
 B

U
S

 
R

eco
rd

s sh
o

w
 th

at O
s-

w
ald

 cro
ssed

 in
to

 N
u

ev
o

 
L

aredo, M
exico, betw

een 6 
a.m

. an
d
 2

 p
.m

. S
ep

t. 2
6
. 

T
w

o passengers on a H
ous-

4ton - w
laredo bus said they 

sa
w

 O
sw

a
ld

 o
n
 b

o
a
rd

 
shortly after they aw

oke at 
6 a.m

., Sept. 26. 
T

h
e co

m
m

issio
n
 said

 
there w

as strong evidence 
that O

sw
ald had left H

ous-
ton on a bus that m

orning. 
It noted a bus had left N

ew
 

O
rleans, w

here O
sw

ald had 
been living, at 12:30 p.m

. 
S

ept. 25 arriving at H
ous-

ton at 10:50 p.m
. that eve-

ning. O
sw

ald m
ade a phone 

call to a w
om

an in H
ouston 

that sam
e evening. It can't 

be determ
ined w

hether the 
call w

as local or not. 

D
A

T
E

S W
R

O
N

G
? 

E
pstein says the visit o f 

M
rs. O

d
io

 o
ccu

rred
 "th

e 
day beforehe (O

sw
ald) left 

o
n

 h
is trip

 to
 M

ex
ico

." 
T

h
is d

ie
re

g
a
rd

e
 M

rs. 
O

dio's testim
ony. S

he said 
the visit occurred S

ept. 26 
—

 w
h
en

 O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 al-

read
y
 cro

ssed
 th

e b
o
rd

er 
—

 or the 27th —
 w

hen he 
had reached M

exico C
ity 

an
d
 reg

istered
 at a h

o
tel. 

W
ere eo

m
eo

n
e's d

ates 
w

ro
n
g
? E

p
stein

 d
o
esn

't 
ev

en
 m

en
tio

n
 th

ere is a 
conflict betw

een him
 and 

the testim
ony. 

H
e d

o
es n

o
t m

en
tio

n
 a 

co
m

m
issio

n
 statem

en
t 

fro
m

 E
. 

P
. 

H
am

m
ett. a 

H
ouston bus ticket agent. 

H
am

m
ett told the F

B
I that 

in
 late S

ep
tem

b
er a m

an
 

"stro
n
g
ly

 resem
b
lin

g
" a 

p
h

o
to

g
rap

h
 o

f O
sw

ald
 

asked him
 about bus travel 

to L
aredo and M

exico C
ity. 

E
pstein does N

O
T

 m
ention 

the m
an eventually bought  

b
een

 at M
rs. O

d
io

's th
at 

Septem
ber. 

"Is it too fastidious to in-
sist that conclusions logi-
cally follow

, not precede, 
a
n
 a

n
a
ly

sis o
f a

ll e
v
i-

d
en

ce?" L
an

e ask
s. T

h
e 

point is w
ell taken. 

D
espite the vast scope of 

the W
arren investigation, 

the O
dio m

atter has given 
the critics am

m
unition to 

ch
arg

e th
e co

m
m

issio
n
 

w
ith

 h
aste, w

ith
 lack

 o
f 

thoroughness. 
H

aste? Q
uite possibly, al-

though the com
m

ission de-
nies it. B

ut. thoroughness? 
W

ho w
as thorough in de-

tailing the O
dio investiga-

tion? T
he com

m
ission? O

r 
E

pstein? 

W
A

S R
E

SO
L

V
E

D
 

T
h
e H

all ev
id

en
ce n

ei-
ther proves nor disproves 
the com

m
ission conclusion 

about M
rs. O

dio. E
pstein 

says the m
atter w

as never 
resolved. B

ut, in effect, it 
w

as. A
s m

u
ch

 as it ev
er 

can
 b

e. T
h
e co

m
m

issio
n
 

w
as faced

 w
ith

 a ch
o

ice: 
the testim

ony of M
rs. O

dio 
an

d
 h

er sister ag
ain

st th
e 

evidence they w
ere m

istak-
en. It chose the evidence. 

Y
et it w

as th
e co

m
m

is-
sion that presented all the 
evidence pro and con about 
M

rs. O
dio. T

he critics did 
not. It w

as the com
m

ission 
that presented all the evi-
d
en

ce ab
o
u
t L

am
ar H

u
n
t 

an
d

 R
u

b
y

, ab
o

u
t N

an
cy

 
P

errin
 R

ich
, ab

o
u
t Jeep

s, 
about M

cK
eow

n, about O
s-

w
ald's finances. T

he critics 
did not. 

O
ne m

ay interpret w
hat 

the com
m

ission found. and 
the critics have. abundant 
ly

. B
u
t w

h
ile, as o

f th
is 

date. there m
ay be doubt, 

ers, books and speculation. 
th

e
 c

ritic
s h

a
v

e
 y

e
t to

 
'produce that one essential 
of proof —

 evidence. 


