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Names Tangled 

U.S. Goof in 
Kennedy 'Plot' 
The Justice Department acknowledged yesterday 

that it goofed in ever suggesting that Clay Shaw was 
the mysterious "Clay Bertrand" sought after the as-
sassination of President Kennedy. 

Attorney General Ramsey 
Clark took responsibility for 
the error in a statement is-
sued by a department 
spokesman. Clark. the 
spokesman said, felt that jus-
tice would best be served by 
the embarrassing admission. 

Shaw, a 54-year-old New 
Orleans businessman, has 
been accused by New Or-
leans District Attorney Jim 
Garrison of plotting to kill 
the late President under the 
alias of "Clay Bertrand." 
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DENIAL 

Shaw has vehemently de-
nied any role in the conspira-
cy that Garrison has alleged. 
He has also denied ever us-
ing "Clay Bertrand" as an 
alias. 

After Shaw's arrest March 
1, however, Attorney General 
Clark told reporters in an im-
p r o m p t u press conference 
t h a t Shaw had been 
"checked out and cleared" 
by the FBI in the week fol-
lowing the assassination in 
Dallas Nov. 22, 1963. 

For Shaw, the statement 
caused only trouble. The FBI 
never investigated any o ne 
named Clay Shaw in 1963. It 
did c h e c k into allegations 
surrounding a "C 1 a y Ber-
trand" — who was said to 
have sought legal help for 
Oswald after the assassina-
tion — but decided, without 
ever finding "B er t r an d." 

I that they were without sub-
, stance. 

For Clark to say that Shaw 
had been "checked out" con-
sequently amounted to say-
ing that Shaw was Bertrand. 
"We think it's the same 

I guy," one department offi-

I 
cial said on March 2. 
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'JFK Plot' 
Error 
By U. S. 
FBI Never 
Checked. Shaw 

WASHINGTON — (AP) -
Attorney General Ramsey 
Clark says he was in error in 
stating an FBI investigation 
cleared Clay Shaw of in-
volvement In the assassina-
tion of President John F. 
Kennedy. 

Actually, the Justice De-
partment said, the FBI had 
not even investigated Shaw. 
a retired businessman now 
under indictment in New Or-
leans on a charge of conspir-
ing to assassinate Kennedy. 

A department spokesman 
issued a statement he said 
aimed at clearing up an erro-
neous claim last March 2 by 
Clark. 

At that time, Clark was 
quoted as saying Shaw had 
been cleared by the FBI of 
involvement in the slaying. 

The Justice Department 
statement said "the attorney 
general has since determined 
this was erroneous. Nothing 
arose indicating a need to in-
vestigate Mr. Shaw." 

The department said the 
clarification was requested 
by Edward F. W e gm an a. 
Shaw's lawyer. 

Shaw, 54. a decorated 
World War II Army major, is 
free on $10,000 bail. No date 
for his trial has been set. 

New Orleans District At-
torney Jim Garrison says 
Shaw, the late David W. Fer-
rie and Lee Harvey Oswald 
conspired to assassinate Ken-
nedy. 

The Justice Department's 
initial impression, however, 
apparently based on first-
blush reports of informants 
in New Orleans, was repu-
diated by the new statement. 
It was is sued following a 
May 24 request by Shaw's at-
t or ne y, Edward F. Weg-
mann, for "a public clarifica-
tion." 

"No evidence was found 
(in 1963) that Clay Shaw was 
ever called 'Clay Ber-
rand,' " the Justice spokes-
man said, adding that the 
department still has no relia-
ble evidence to indicate oth-
erwise. 

"T h e Attorney General's 
'comment on March 2 that 
Mr. Shaw was involved in the 
investigation," the d epar t-
ment added, "was based on a 
briefing that morning. 

"The Attorney General has 
since determined that this 
was erroneous. Nothing 
arose (in 1963) indicating a 
need to investigate Mr. 
Shaw." 
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CLAIMS 

In recent weeks, Garrison 
has seized on this as proof of 
his claims. 


