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NEW ORLEANS (AP)--THE'APARTMENT WHERE A LETTER WAS FOUND LINKING 

GORDON NOVEL TO THE CIA HAS BEEN RANSACKED AND BURGLARIZED, ITS 

OCCUPANTS TOLD THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE TODAY. 

TWO YOUNG WOMEN WHO RENTED THE FRENCH QUARTER APARTMENT, WHERE 
NOVEL LIVED BEFORE LEAVING NEW ORLEANS, SAID THEY FOUND THE LOCK 

RIPPED FROM THE DOOR THURSDAY EVENING. 

THAT WAS THE DAY BEFORE PUBLICATION OF , A LETTER FOUND IN THE 

APARTMENT. THE LETTER, APPARENTLY WRITTEN BY NOVEL, ASKS A "MR. WEISS" 
TO - GET HIM "OUT OF THIS MESS" IN MARCH. 

NOVEL HAS BEEN STAYING AT COLUMBUS, .OHIO, AND FIGHTING 

EXTRADITION BACK TO NEW ORLEANS, WHERE DIST. ATTY.' JIM CARRISON 

WANTS HIM AS A MATERIAL WITNESS IN THE KENNEDY DEATH PLOT INVESTIGATION. 
THE YOUNG WOMEN, WHO ASKED THAT THEIR NAMES BE WITHHELD, SAID AN 

INTRUDER METHODICALLY SEARCHED THROUGH CABINETS, DRESSER DRAWERS, PERSONAL 
PAPERS AND CLOTHES. 

A TELEVISION SET AND A RADIO WERE STOLEN DURING THE FORAY; BUT ASST. 
DIST. ATTY. ANDREW SCIAMBRA SAID HE BELIEVED THE THEFT WAS "NO 

MORE THAN A COVER." 

SCIAMBRA SAID, "I DON'T BELIEVE THERE IS ANY DOUBT THAT THIS ENTRY 

AND SEARCH WAS DIRECTLY CONNECTED WITH THE FINDING OF NOVEL'S LETTER. 

THERE IS TOO MUCH EVIDENCE THAT WHOEVER WAS HERE WAS LOOKING FOR 

SOMETHING BESIDES A TV SET AND A RADIO." 

ALTHOUGH REPORTS OF THE .LETTER FIND HAD NOT BEEN PUBLISHED BY 

THE NEW ORLEANS STATES—ITEM WHEN THE APARTMENT WAS ENTERED, THE 
NEWSPAPER SAID A NUMBER OF PERSONS KNEW IT HAD BEEN DISCOVERED IN NOVEL'S 

a 
THE LETTER WAS FOUND UNDER A PLASTIC DRAINBOARD ON.THE SINK WHILE THE 

GIRLS WERE CLEANING. 

THE FINDING OF THE LETTER PROMPTED STEVE PLOTKIN, NOVEL'S 
ATTORNEY, TO CONFIRM NEWSPAPER REPORTS THAT HIS CLIENT HAD 

WORKED FOR THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY HEREDURING 1961. 

THE LETTER DRAFT WAS HANDWRITTEN IN PENCIL ON PAGES - FROM A YELLOW 

LEGAL PAD. IT ASKED "MR. WEISS" TO HELP HIM GET AWAY BEFORE HE:WAS 

FORCED TO TESTIFY ABOUT POSSIBLE "TOP SECRET" MATTERS RELATED TO AN 

OPERATION NAMED "DOUBLE—CHEK CORPORATION OF MIAMI" 
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