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New 'rleans CAP)- Criminal Dist. Judge Bernard Bagert ruled Wednesday 

I

the Justice Department does not have the a thority to proftibit its agents 

from testifying before a grand jury investigating the."ennedy assassination* 

Bagert ordered FBI agent Regis kennedy to eppear before tlth Orleans 

Parish Grand Jury later in the day. 

The iew Orleans-based FBI agent had been subpoenaed last week. 

Federal attorneys asked Judge Bagert to dismiss the subpoena. they said 

Ptty. Gen. Ramsey Clark had .ordered Kennedy not .to testify becquse of a 

Justice Department executive order forbidding FBI agents from disclosing 

information surrounding their official work.. 

In making his ruling, Judge Bagert said, "the seriuls question 

presented herein is whether the executive brand of our .government has 

the general and unlimit4d authority to instruct its many employes and sub-

ordinates not to give testimony in cases p4nding in court*" 

Bagert said the question of privilege must be determined by the 

courts and not by the arbitrary decisions of executives of federal agencies* 

Government attorneys filed notice of objection to the ruling. 

Before ruling on the Kennedy subpoena, the judge turned over to 

the foram of the grand jury a report from the Central Intelligence Agency. 

Contents of the report were not revealed. 

The grand jury last week issued a subpoena for the CIA to supply 

oicture of Ilee.Harvey uswald andnot#er man. 

Dist. Atty. Jim Garrison, whois.directing the assassination 

investigation, claims the picture was made in i"exico L'ity just a few 

days before the president's death. Ge.rison contends the picture was 

suppressed when sought by the 'arren Commission, which identified.vswald 

as the lone assassih* 

FBI agent 4nnedy investigated the l'ew urleans .phases of the 

hovember 1963 assassination* 	DF301pcd May 17 


