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RUSSO PERSONALITY 360 

BATON ROUGE, LA., MARCH 15 (AP)-A BASEBALL BUFF WITH A BURNING 

INTEREST IN POLITICS IS THE MAN WHO NAMED LEE HARVEY OSWALD, 

CLAY L. SHAW AND DAVID W. FERRIE AS PLOTTERS TO KILL PRESIDENT JOHN 

F. KENNEDY. 

PERRY RAYMOND RUSSO, A 25-YEAR-OLD POLITICAL SCIENCE GRADUATE 

OF LOYOLA UNIVERSITY OF NEW ORLEANS, TESTIFIED YESTERDAY HE HEARD 

CCWALD, SHAW AND FERRIE DISCUSS. KILLING PRESIDENT KENNEDY IN 1963. 

RUSSO, A FAST-TALKING YOUNG MAN, IS THE NEWEST FIGURE IN 

DIST. ATTY. JIM GARRISON'S CONTROVERSIAL PROBE OF THE ASSASSINATION 

OF KENNEDY. HE EMERGED AS GARRISON'S APPARENT "CONFIDENTIAL 

•INFORMANT" ON WHAT THE DA CONTENDS WAS A CONSPIRACY, HATCHED IN 

NEW ORLEANS, TO KILL KENNEDY. 

RUSSO; A BACHELOR WITH DARK EYES AND HAIR, CONTACTED GARRISON 

TWO DAYS AFTER FERRIE DIED FEB. 22. 

RUSSO ATTENDS A SPECIAL INSURANCE UNDERWRITING COURSE AT LOUISIANA 

STATE UNIVERSITY HERE. HE LIVES WITH A FRIEND, STEVE DERBY. 

RUSSO'S BROTHER EDWIN, 2g, AN ENGINEERING INSTRUCTOR AT LSU, 

SAID HE WAS NOT CLOSE TO HIS YOUNGER BROTHER. HE SAID HE HAD TO 

• READ THE NEWSPAPERS TO FIND OUT THAT PERRY WAS INVOLVED IN THE PROBE. 

WE COT ALONG BUT WE'RE NOT CLOSE," EDWIN SAID. 
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THE OLDER BROTHER DENIED THAT DERBY WAS A RELATION TO THE RUSSO 

FAMILY. DERBY TOLD NEWSMEN YESTERDAY "WE USUALLY CO UNDER IDENTITIES 

OF STEPBROTHERS, BUT ACTUALLY WE ARE .  THIRD COUSINS." 

EDWIN SAID PERRY WAS AN AVID BASEBALL FAN. HE COACHED SEVERAL 

TEAMS IN NEW ORLEANS, EDWIN SAID, AND HE PLAYED FOR SOME. 

PERRY RUSSO ATTENDED MCDONOGH HIGH SCHOOL TN NEW ORLEANS. HE WAS 

A CLASS VICE PRESIDENT WHILE THERE. HE ATTENDED TULANE UNIVERSITY 

AND SWITCHED TO LOYOLA WHERE HE GRADUATED IN 1964 AS A POLITICAL 

SCIENCE MAJOR. HE ALSO ATTENDED LOYOLA LAW SCHOOL. 

THE RUSSO FAMILY GREW UP IN THE GENTILLY SECTION OF NEW ORLEANS. 

.THE FATHER, FRANCIS RUSSO, IS A MACHINIST. MRS. RUSSO DIED IN 1962. 

A SISTERi FRANCES, DIED WHEN SHE WAS 12. 

"A REAL FINE GUY, A HARD WORKER, AN INTELLECTUAL," IS THE WAY 

RUSSO'S SUPERVISOR AT THE EQUITABLE LIFE ASSURANCE CO. DESCRIBED 

HIM. MRS. ELEANOR DURAND, WHO LIVES NEXT TO RUSSO IN A WHITE FRAME 

BEFIDIDNERRHINE HELPERIWM MUNGRUSSROTXERATIMUEV YOUNGSEEDQL." 



DERBY SAID RUSSO "IS REAL SMART AND HAS A LOT OF INTERESTS-- 

BASEBALL, MUSIC AND POLITICS. POLITICS IS HIS SECOND LOVE AND BASEBALL 

IS HIS FIRST." 
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"A REAL FINE GUY, A HARD WORKER, AN INTELLECTUALS" IS THE WAY 

RUSSOTS SUPERVISOR AT THE EQUITABLE LIFE ASSURANCE CO. DESCRIBED 

HIM. MRS. ELEANOR DURAND, WHO LIVES NEXT TO RUSSO IN A WHITE FRAME 

DUPLEX NEAR THE LSU CAMPUS, SAID RUSSO WAS A "NICE, YOUNG KID. 

HE TOLD US HE'S HELPING HIS YOUNGER BROTHER THROUGH HIGH SCHOOL." 

DERBY SAID RUSSO "IS REAL SMART AND HAS A LOT OF INTERESTS--

BASEBALL, MUSIC. AND POLITICS. POLITICS IS HIS SECOND LOVE AND BASEBALL 

IS HIS FIRST." 
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