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WITH HEARING-INTERVIEW 300 

NEW ORLEANS, MARCH 14 (AP)-PERRY RUSSO, THE "CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT" 

IN DIST. ATTY. JIM GARRISON'S PROBE OF THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 

JOHN F. KENNEDY, TOLD A TELEVISION INTERVIEWER HE HAD NEVER HEARD OF 

I LEE HARVEY OSWALD UNTIL HE WAS LINKED WITH THE PRESIDENTIAL 
I ASSASSINATION. 

WDSU-TV OF NEW ORLEANS BROADCAST AN INTERVIEW TONIGHT IT MADE 

WITH RUSSO SHORTLY AFTER THE .DEATH OF DAVID FERRIE TWO WEEKS AGO: 

GARRISON DESCRIBED FERRIE AS A CENTRAL FIGURE IN THE ASSASSINATION 
PROBE. 

"I NEVER HEARD OF OSWALD UNTIL ON TELEVISION (AHH) THE ASSASSINA-

TION," RUSSO SAID IN THE INTERVIEW. HE SAID FERRIE NEVER MENTIONED 
OSWALD'S NAME. 

RUSSO, A 2-YEAR-OLD INSURANCE SALEStIAN NOW LIVING IN BATON 

ROUGE, TOLD A THREE-JUDGE STATE COURT EARLIER TODAY THAT HE HEARD LEE 

HARVEY OsNALD, CLAY SHAW AND DAVID FERRIE PLOTTING TO ASSASSINATE 

PRESIDENT KENNEDY. 

RUSSO ALSO SAID IN THE INTERVIEW THAT "FERRIE WAS OBSESSE4WITH 

KENNEDY A 	E IDEA OF WHAT HE WAS DOING TO CUBA OR CASTRO.  

UITEFREQUENTLY HE (FERRIE) TALKED IN GENERAL TERMS AND NOT 

PECIFICALLY ABOUT KENNEDY THOUGH ABOUT HOW EASY IT WOULD BE TO 

ASSASSINATE A PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES BECAUSE HE, OF THE FACT, 

THAT HE WAS IN THE PUBLIC VIEW SO MUCH AND UNPROTECTED MORE OR. LESS 

AND THERE WAS SO MANY PEOPLE--THE AVAILABILITY OF EXIT AND THE FACT 

THAT HE (FERRIE) COULD FLY A PLANE TO GET OUT OF THE COUNTRY. AND HE 

(FERRIE) JOKINGLY POSED THE QUESTION THAT IF HE AND I COULD DO IT 	. . 
IT COULD BE DONE," RUSSO SAID IN THE INTERVIEW. 
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HIS TESTIMONY CAME AT A PRELIMINARY HEARING WHERE GARRISON. MUST 
SHOW PROBABLE CAUSE WHY HE SHOULD PE ALLOWED TO PROCEED WITH A TRIAL 

AGAINST SHAW, 54-YEAR-OLD RETIRED INTERNATIONAL TRADE MART EXECUTIVE. 

GARRISON ARRESTED SHAW AND BOOKED HIM WITH CONSPIRACY TO COMMIT 

MURDER. 
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