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(TELEGRAPH EDITORS: THIS OPTIONAL NL BRINGS THE NAME OF FERRIE INTO THE 

LEAD, FOR THOSE NEWSPAPER DESIRING SUCH A CHANCE.) 

HEARING OPTIONAL 3RD NL 

EY BILL CRIDER 

ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER 

NEW ORLEANS, MARCH 14 (AP)-DIST. ATTY. JIM GARRISON'S "CONFIDENTIAL 
INFORMANT" TOLD A THREE-JUDGE CRIMINAL DISTRICT COURT PANEL TODAY HE 

HEARD LEE HARVEY OSWALD, CLAY SHAW AND_DAVIE FERRIE PLOTTING TO 

ASSASSINATE PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY. 

PERRY RAYMOND RUSSO, 	AN INSURANCE SALESMAN FROM BATON ROUGE, 

TESTIFIED HE WAS IN FERRIE'S APARTMENT HERE IN SEPTEMBER 1963 AND 

LISTENED TO A DISCUSSION OF HOW TO KILL KENNEDY AND MAKE A GETAWAY. 

RUSSO 3RD GRAF A77NU. 
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HEARING 2ND NL BJT 

BY BILL CRIDER 

ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER 

NEW ORLEANS, MARCH 14 (AP)-DIST. ATTY. JIM GARRISON'S "CONFIDENTIAL 
INFORMANT" TOLD A THREE-JUDGE CRIMINAL DISTRICT COURT PANEL TODAY HE 

'EARD LEE HARVEY OSWALD AND CLAY SHAW PLOTTING TO ASSASSINATE 
PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY. 

PERRY RAYMOND RUSSO, 25, AN INSURANCE SALESMAN FROM BATON ROUGE, 
TESTIFIED THAT HE WAS IN THE APARTMENT OF DAVID W. FERRIE HERE IN 

SEPTEMBER 1963 AND LISTENED TO A DISCUSSION OF HOW TO KILL KENNEDY 
AND MAKE A GETAWAY. 

RUSSO SAID THE PLOT INVOLVED "TRIANGULATION OF CROSSFIRE," 
DIVERSIONARY SHOOTING, A POSSIBLE FLIGHT TO CUBA AND THE 

SACRIFICING OF ONE MAN AS A SCAPEGOAT TO ALLOW THE OTHERS TO ESCAPE. 
KENNEDY WAS KILLED IN DALLAS ON NOV. 22, 1963--TWO MONTHS AFTER 

THE ALLEGED MEETING IN FERRIE'S CLUTTERED APARTMENT NOT FAR FROM NEW 
ORLEANS' ELEGANT GARDEN DISTRICT. 

THE WARREN COMMISSION SAID OSWALD WAS THE LONE ASSASSIN, 	THERE 

WAS NO CREDIBLE EVIDENCE OF ANY CONSPIRACY. 



OF THE THREE ALLEGED CONSPIRATORS, ONLY SHAW IS ALIVE. OSWALD WAS 
KILLED BY JACK RUBY TWO DAYS AFTER THE ASSASSINATION, AND FERRIE DIED 
IN BED FEB. 22. 

SHAW HAS DENIED'TAKING PART IN ANY CONSPIRACY TO KILL THE 
PRESIDENT, AND THE ATTORNEY GENERAL IN WASHINGTON SAID THE FBI 
INVESTIGATED SHAW LATE IN 1963 AND CLEARED HIM OF ANY LINK TO THE 
ASSASSINATION. 

RUSS O, A PART-TIME COLLEGE STUDENT WHO LIVES WITH A YOUNGER clow9hv 
AiiMMGR NEAR THE CAMPUS OF LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY IN BATON ROUGE, 
WAS DESCRIBED AS "A NICE YOUNG KID" BY A NEIGHBOR, A FELLOW STUDENT 
AT LSU SAID HE WAS "A QUIET TYPE WHO IS INTERESTED IN POLITICS." 

RUSSO WAS FIRST PUBLICLY CONNECTED WITH THE GARRISON PROBE ON FEB, 
24, WHEN HE TOLD NEWSMEN HE KNEW FERRIE. 

UNDER QUESTIONING TODAY ETC 3RD'GRAF A33NU. 
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SUB INTRO NEW ORLEANS HEARING I L BJT 
BY HILL CRIDEli 

ASSoLLATil) PRESS WRITER 

NEW ORLEANS, MARCH 14 (AP)-A JI TERY STATE WITNESS TOLD A 
THREE-JUDGE STATE PANEL TODAY HE W S IN A NEW ORLEANS APARTMENT IN 
SEPTEMBER 1963 AND HEARD LEE HARVEr OSWALD AND TWO OTHER MEN PLOTTING 
TO ASSASSINATE PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY. 

PEI AY RAYMUND. RUSSO ETC 2ND GRAYA3ONU 
RT215PCS 
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HEARING NL BJT 750 

BY BILL CRIDER 
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER 

NEW ORLEANS, MARCH 14 (AP)-A JITT 

h 
Y FTATF WITNESS 

TOLD A THREE-JUDGE STATE PANEL TODAY HE WAS PRESENT WHEN LEE HARVEY 

OSWALD AND TWO OTHER MEN POLOTTED IN A NEW ORLEAND APARTMENT 

IN SEPTEMBER 1963 TO KILL PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY. 

PERRY RAYMOND RUSSO, 25, A BATON ROUGE INSURANCE?JAN, SAID 

OSWALD, CLAY L. SHAW AND DAVID W. FERRIE WERE THE CONSPIRATORS. 

UNDER THE QUESTIONING BY DIST. ATTY. JIM GARRISON RUSSO SAID 

OSWALD wAsOpippupED  TO HIM AS "LEON OSWALD" AND SHAW AS 
"CLEM BERTRAND." 

„SAKT4NAWFOGRAPH 4Y GARRISON, RU! SO IDENTIFIED LFJN AS L7-:. 

WARVEY OSWALD--THE MAN THE WARREN COMMISSION NAMED AS THE 
SSASSIN. 

ASKED IF CLEM BERTRAND WAS IN THE COURTROOM, RUSSO POINTED 

AT SHAW. AT GARRISON'S DIRECTION, HE STEPPED FROM THE WITNESS CHAIR, 

WALKED AROUND THE DEFENSE TABLE AND HELD HIS HAND OVER 

SHAW'S SILVERY WHITE HAIR. 

THE 54-YEAR-OLD SHAW, CALMLY SMOKING A CICARFTTE, 

DIDN'T MOVE. FORMER MANAGING DIRECTOR OF THE INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

MART HERE, HE HAS DENIED ANY PART IN AN ASSASSINATION CONSPIRACY. 

PRESIDENT KENNEDY WAS KILLED BY HIGH-POWERED RIFLE BULLETS IN 

DALLAS NOV. 22, 1963--SOME TWO MONTHS AFTER THE ALLEGED MEETING HERE. 

C
AD

RUSSO SAID 1 J. 	T SAW LEE HARVEY OSWALD IN FERRIE'S APARTMENT, 

AND THAT OSWALD' WAS "WIPING OR CLENING A RIFLE, BOLT ACTION. IT 

 A SIGHT ON IT FOR HUNTING." 

GARRISON SHOWED RUSSO A RIFLE AND ASKED IF IT HAD SIMILARITIES 

TO THE ONE OSWALD HELD IN FERRIE'S APARTMENT. 

RUSSO SAID: "THE DIFFERENCE TQ MY MIND IS THAT THIS END (FRONT) 

WAS NOT NEARLY SO BUBBLE SHAPED." HE SAID THE WEAPON HAD THE SAME 

BOLT ACTION, BUT A SHINIER STOCK, AND ITS TELESCOPIC SIGHT WAS LARGER 

THAN TRE . ONE ON THE RIFLE OSWALD HAD. 

RUSSO SAID HE HAD SEEN BERTRAND IN MAY 1962 WHEN PRESIDENT KENNEDY 

DEDICATED A NEW WHARF IN NEW ORLEANS, AND SAID "NEW ORLEANS MUST 

TRADE OR FADE."  

"I WAS IN SCHOOL," RUSSO SAID. "THE PRESIDENT WAS COMING 

DOWN TO MAKE A SPEECH. AT THAT TIME I SAW BERTRAND. WHILE THE 



PRESIDENT WAS SPEAKING I WAS LOOKING AROUND. BERTRAND WAS ONE OF THE 

FEW NOT LOOKING AT THE PRESIDENT." 

POLICE Es1IXATED 20,000 PERSONS ATTENDED THE DEDICATION. 

RUqS0 SAID THAT AFTER HE CONTACTED GARRISON FOLLOWING FERRIF_'S 

DEATI1, THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY TOOK HIM TO "A HOUSE ON DAUPHINE 

STREET." sHAI,  LIVES AT 1313 DAUPHINE sTOZET. "HE STUCK HIS HEAD 

OUT THE DOOR AND I SAID, 'THAT'S THE MAN,'" KUsSO SAID, 

REFERRING TO BERTRAND' 

THE HEARING RECESSED AT 3:30 P.,M. UNTIL 10 A.X. WEDNESDAY. THE 

DEFENSE ISSUED SUPPOEAAs FOR RUsgO'S SCHOOL AND EMPLOYMENT RECORDS. 

A3ONU 

THE RARE THREE-JUDGE CRIMINAL DISTRICT COURT PANEL WAS CALLED TO 

HEAR THE PRELIMINARY CASE AND DECIDE WHETHER THERE 	ENOUGH EVIDENCE 

TO WARRANT FORMAL CHARGE AND TRIAL FOR SHAW, NOW 

RETIRED. 



SHAW WAS ARRESTED IN GARRISON'S OFFICE ON MARCH 1. HE VAS 

BOOKED --BUT NEVER FORMALLY CHARGED --WITH CONSPIRING TO KILL THE 

PRESIDENT. SUCH PROCEDURE IS COMMON UNDER LOUISIANA LAW. 

SHAW, ONETIME ARMY MAJOR WAS FREED ON 110,000 BOND SHORTLY 

AFTER HIS ARREST. 

FERRIE S  A FORMER AIRLINES PILOT, WAS FOUND DEAD IN HIS BED 

FEB. 22. THE CORONER RULED DEATH RESULTED FROM NATURAL CAUSES, 

AFTER LEADING RUSSO THROUGH .A BRIEF SUMMARY OF HIS EDUCATIONAL 

BACKGROUND AND PRESENT JOB, GARRISON ASKED IF HE KNEW FERRIE. 

RUSSO SAID HE NOT ONLY KNEW FERRIE' BUT HAD AN "OPEN BOOK 

INVITATION" TO VISIT FERRIE'S APARTMENT AT ANY TIME. 

HE SAID THAT IT WAS IN THE SUMMER OF 1963 THAT FERRIE "INDICATED 
TO ME THAT HE WAS OBSESSED WITH KENNEDY." THIS DREW AN IMMEDIATE 

OBJECTION AS BEING A CONCIJJSION REACHED BY THE WITNESS. THE COURT 

SUSTAINED THE OBJECTION. 

"DON'T TELL US YOUR CONCLUSIONS," RESUMED GARRISON. "T.qHAT DID 

FERRIE SAY TO YOU IN REGARD TO KENNEDY." 

THIS DREW A NEW OBJECTION, ALSO SUSTAINED. 

A31NU 

GARRISON THEN SWITCHED THE TESTIMONY TO THE APARTMENT PARTY 
WITH THIS QUERY, "DO YOU RECALL ANYTHING UNUSUAL HAPPENING AT 
FERRIE'S APARTMENT IN 1963?" 

"SOMETIME AROUND THE MIDDLE OF SEPTEMBER I VENT TO THE HOUSE 
AND AT THAT TIME THERE WAS SOME SORT OF PARTY IN PROGRESS. THERE 

WERE EIGHT OR NINE PEOPLE THERE. AS THE PARTY DISSIPATED IT NARROWED 
DOWN TO THREE PEOPLE BESIDE MYSELF BECAUSE I HAD NO RIDE HOME." 

AT THIS POINT, GARRISON DREW FROM RUSSO TESTIMONY REGARDING 

THE IDENTIFICATION OF OSWALD AND SHAW AS LEON OSWALD AND CLEM 

BERTRAND. 

RUSSO TESTIFIED THAT FERRIE, 49, A FREE LANCE PILOT 

WHO WAS UNDER INVESTIGATION FY GARRISON AT THE TIME OF HIS DEATH, 

DID MOST OF THE TALKING ABOUT THE PROPOSED ASSASSINATION. 

,FERRIE, PACING THE FLOOR, SAID THE ATTEMPT SHOULD HAVE THREE 

GUNNERS IN ORDER TO PROVIDE "A TRIANGULATION OF CROSS-FIRE," RUSSO 

TESTIFIED. 

HE QUOTED FERRIE AS SAYING THAT ONE MAN WOULD HAVE TO FE 

SACRIFICED AS SCRAPEGOAT. 

FERRIE S  RUSSO ADDED, WAS TO BE THE GET-AWAY PILOT, FLYING 

INTO MEXICO TO REFUEL FOR, A FLIGHT TO CUBA. 

OBJECTIONS WERE RAISED EY BERTRAND, RUSSO SAID. HE  SAID BERTRAM 

ARGUED THAT AS SOON AS THE SHOTS WERE FIRED "THE WORLD WOULD KNOT 

ABOUT IT" AND ONCE THE PLANE LANDED IN MEXICO THERE WOULD 

7.7. NO WAY TO GET OUT. 



A32NU 

THE CROWD IN THE STUFFY PANELED COURTROOM INCLUDED 74 REPORTERS-- 

LEAVING JUST A FEW SEATS FOR SPECTATORS. ALL OF THEM WERE 

CAREFULLY CHECKED IN AND OUT OF THE COURTROOM BY 20 SHERIFF'S 

DEPUTIES ASSIGNED TO MAINTAIN TIGHT SECURITY. A DEVICE TO DETECT 

METAL OBJECTS WAS USED TO SCREEN EVERYONE ENTERING THE COURTROOM. 

RUSSO'S TESTIMONY BROUGHT VEHEMENT OBJECTIONS BY THE DEFENSE 

THAT IT CONTAINED HEARSAY. THE OBJECTION WAS SUSTAINED BY 

PRESIDING JUDGE BERNARD BACERTI  WITH QUALIFICATIONS. 

ASST. DIST. ATTY. JAMES ALCOCK ARGUED THAT HEARSAY IS 

ADMISSABLE AT A PRELIMINARY HEARING -- WHICH SEEKS ONLY TO ESTABLISH 

PROBABLE CAUSE. THE DEFENSE, HOWEVER, SAID ANY TESTIMONY TAKEN 

AT THE 'PRELIMINARY HEARING COULD THEN BE INTRODUCED AT A SUBSEQUENT 

TRIAL AND DEFENSE LAWYERS WOULD HAVE NO GROUNDS 'ON WHICH TO 

ARGUE AGAINST IT. 

DEFENSE ATTORNEY F. IRVING DYMOND SAID THE MAIN PURPOSE OF 

A PRELIMINARY HEARING --CALLED BY GARRISON IN THIS CASE --WAS 

TO GET HEARSAY TESTIMONY PAST THE NORMAL LEGAL BARRIERS AGAINST 

IT AT A COURT ARIAL. 

AFTER A WHISPERED CONFERENCE,JUDGE BACERT SAID, "WE SUSTAIN 

THE OBJECTION AT THIS TIME THOUGH IT IS POSSIBLE THERE MAY BE 

A CHANGE LATER." 

IN SEVERAL SUBSEQUENT OBJECTIONS TO ALLEGED HEARSAY, DYMOND WAS 

OVERRULED. HE THEN READ INTO THE RECORD FORMAL LEGAL 

EXCEpTIoNE AS THE BASIS FOR A POSSIBLE APPEAL. 

THE 6-FOOT-6 DISTRICT ATTORNEY, TOWERING OVER HIS ASSISTANTS, 

ARRIVED FOR THE HEARING WITH HIS FACE GLOWING WITH FRESH SUNBURN. 

HE SAT PUMNC,  A PIPE DURING THE FIRST STAGES OF THE HEARING, 

HANDLED BY THE ASSISTANTS, 

GARRISON TOOK UP THE QUESTIONING WHEN RUSSO—THE SECRET INFORMANT 

IN THE CASE --WAS CALLED TO THE STAND. 

RUSSO, A BIN, DARK, INTENSE-LOOKING MAN, CLUTCHED HIS HANDS 
NERVOUSLY AFTER TAKING THE WITNESS CHAIR, GARRISON, HIS 

RESONANT BARIToNE EASILY EILLING THE HUSHED COURT ROOM, TOLD 

RUSSO TO SPEAK LOUDLY AND CLEARLY AND RELAX. 

RUSSO AT TIMES SPOKE SO RAPIDLY THE COURT REPORTER HAD TO ASK 

AIM TO SLOW DOWN. 

hT216PCS 

RUSSO ATTENDED HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE IN NEW ORLEANS, WHERE HIS 

PARENTS STILL LIVE. HE CAMPAIGNED HERE FOR THE REPUBLICAN 

PRESIDENTIAL TICKET IN 1964, AND ONCE MANAGED AN AMATEUR BASEBALL TEAM 

CALLED THE "YOUNG REPUBLICANS." 

R433 PES 


