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JUDGE BERNARD BAGERT 
Sits at New Orleans hearing 

JFK Plot 
Hearing 
Tomorrow 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) - 
Criminal district judge Ber-
nard J. Bagert presides to-
morrow over a hearing to de-
cide whether there is suffi-
cient evidence to try Clay L. 
Shaw, accused by Dist. Atty. 
Jim Garrison of conspiracy to 
kill President John F. Kenne-
dy. 

Normally a grand jury has 
such a responsibility. But be-
cause of the unusual proce-
dure used by Garrison re-
questing a preliminary hear-
ing rather than seeking a 
grand jury indictment, Judge 
Bagert will determine of the 
state's evidence is sufficient 
to warrant a jury trial. 

Bagert has called upon two 
other criminal district judges, 
Malcolm V. O'Hara and Mat-
thew S. Braniff, to sit with him 
during the preliminary exami-
nation. 

He also has issued a set of 
strict guidelines for news and 
photo coverage of the pro-
ceedings. 

"W a i t, look and listen, 
that's got to be my tenor, and 
that's the vity',1 feel," says 
Bagert, who has been a crim- 

inal judge for more than 10 
years. He was first appointed 
in 1956 and won a 12-year 
term in 1960. 

A native of New Orleans 
and a graduate of. Loyola Uni-
versity law school here, Bag-
ert Stands 5-feet-7 and weighs 
about 200 pounds. A man of 
athletic tendencies, he still 
takes pride in his fitnes. 

"I have strong hands," he 
says. "1 can hold two bottle 
caps between my fingers and 
bend them together. I work 
out at the New Orleans Athlet-
ic Club, light workouts and 
some swimming. I used to use 
some weights. I used to be an 
ardent handball player. 

"I have one son who is a 
wrestling champion, and one 
son who is a boxing champion. 
I am quite proud of my son 
Broderick right now. He is 5-6 
and weighs 175 pounds, and he 
has just won the 190-pound in-
tramural boxing title at Loyo-
la." 

Two photographs hang on 
his office wall. In one he 
stands on a World War U 
landing ship on a European 
beachhead. A Coast Guard 
lieutenant, Bagert served as 
executive officer of the ship. 

The other photograph shows 
him and two other American 
Legion officials in the White 
House with President Kenne-
dy in the spring of 1963. The 
legionnaires invited Kennedy 
to be the main speaker at a 
New Orleans national conven-
tion, but a dispute over racial 
matters resulted in a transfer 
of the event to Miami. 

Bagert, once a member of 
the Democratic state central 
committee, says he was a 
backer of Kennedy. 

"Four years before he got 
the nomination I was person-
ally for him," he says. 

"I was in my courtroom 
when someone brought the 
news that Kennedy was assas-
sinated. I declared a recess 
and we got transistors. We 
went out and listened. I went 
back to my courtroom and ad-
journed. We spent the rest of 
the day listening." 

Bagert bustles about ener-
getically, frequently making 
telephone calls. Several times 
in recent days he consulted by 
phone with Judge Herbert 
Paschen, who is hearing the 
Richard Speck murder trial in 
Peoria, 111. The two men ex-
changed ideas about judicial 
news coverage. 


