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Hyperbole n Bras1 1la -

Hyperbofe is standard ‘fare at banquets for vxsltmg
Hstatesmen, but Secretary of ‘State’ Kissmger’s 15-page
-pagan of praxse for Brazll—-and by implication for its
3 authontanan mxhtary re*nme—went beyond the bounds
of reason. The speech will harm this countrys relations

. with other Latin American nations, give respectabxhty to /.

- leftist ‘charges of collusion between Brasilia. and  Wash-
ington, and bolster the image of :the United States as
supporter of right-wing dlctatorslnps Hg

It was'a speech that will be harmful even to Brazﬂ
for it catered to a kind of “manifest - destmy” corhplex
and: great-power: ambmon that are never far below the
surface in that country and: that have long been a cause .
of concern to Brazil's neighbors. For theother Americas,

fespecxally for ‘those: shanng a common ‘border with

iBrazil, Mr. Klssmger s panegyric will: unpleasantly recall"
President Nixon’s greetmc' to President Medwl in 1971
. that “ag’ Brale goes so W111 go the Test of‘ the La.bm-
:Amencan _continent,”” :

Mr. K1ssmger ‘his proposed in an agreement to - be
sxgned today, a specml United States relationship with
Brazil that in"political consultation would be equal to_
this’ country s*‘;thh Canada when they were at their

o closestwnow regrettably, some tlme ago.-In his fulsome
‘toast, Mr. Kissingér pronnsed that Wash:ngton would
consult bilaterally “with Brazi[ “on aJI magor events of :
international significance.” .

B4 taken seriously, “the agreement w111 raise - false'
hopes as well as fears. Mr.. Kissinger deludes himself if .
‘he believes the pact wal bring Brazil back to Washmg-
ton’s side on such issues as Angola, where Brazil long

"ago recognized the Popular Movement, or the- Middle. -
" East, where Brazil. voted for the Umted Nations resolu- w1

- tion equatmg ramsm Wlth Zxomsm ,
: The United' States should of course stnve for good

- relations . with Brazil and should never thwart -that

country’s levl’amate a.splrations on the world scene,
commensurate - with  its vast size and potential. At g
tlme, however when Pres1den’c Geisel is: retreating under

rmhtary pressure from even: the'modest political leaven-
ing he had begun, the Secretary of State at the banquet
in Brasilia' would have ‘been wiser to- have been some-, :
what less than “sycophantic.’ 357 4




