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WASHINGTON Feb 4—One section
of ‘the. still-secret Pike committee re-

I QOl't espec1ally troubling to the White

House Is ‘the .revelation of a shamieful
action for which President Ford must
be held responsxble the betrayal of the
Kurdlsh people.

: f,'l'he two mlll}on Kurds are a distinct
ethmc group, "Moslem but not Arab,
most living. in -Irag, who have been
fighting for, self-determination for
forty years. When President Nixon
visited the  Shah. of Iran. after his
Moscow summit conference in: 1972,
the’ Shah ‘asked the United-'Stdtes to
help him help the Kurds make life dif-
ficult’ for “his enemy and’ nelghbor
' CQmmumst-dommated Irag.

m@f’he Kurds by, ‘himself, but the
Kurds:did not trust him; they did-trust
the word :of ‘the United States, how-
ever;”’ and as the unexpurgated Pike
report. says: “ .the U.S. acted in

" effect as a guarantor that the insurg-

ent group” - [the Kurds] “would not
be, summarily . dropped by the foreign
head of state™ [the Shah].

: The' United States agreed, ‘with

Treasury ‘Secretary John .Connally car-
rying the ‘word to the Shah in utmost
secrecy.: Israel too, -was dehghted the
separatist- Kurds could tie down the
Iragi .Army, But when the Yom Kippur
surpnse attack on Israel took place
. in October 1973, and the Kurds were
;. willing: to -launch an attack of - their

ocown that would have won their. free-

domas well-as taken some heat off

- the: Israehs Secretary Kissinger . re-

" fuséd to let’his Kurdish pawns move.
. On-Oct. 16, he ordered intelligence
- g’l&efx William . Colby to send this mes-

*"8

ﬁt consrder it advisabls’ for you to
undertake the offensive military-action
that.. [ano-nher government' says the
pike- comm1ttee, mea.mng Israel] has
suggested to yow.” . .
& “The Kurds'’ obeyed The U‘mﬁed
% States was the ally they trusted. They
(and we)- did not know that at that
moment. in :1973, the Shah:was putting
' together OREC, the-oil cartel—and a
crucial part of the mducement to Iraq
_ and-other:Arab- nexghbors was. Iran’s
s wllhngnesS to doubltecross the nettle-
"'some Kurds. . ) S

&:Shel ‘was, qlite capabIe of help- )

to the Kurdss«‘We-do notﬂrepeat :

Mr Ford’s

i,

i

‘Secret Sellout

What happetied when ‘our Shah-forsaken
clzents, the Kurds, turned to the U.S.

"‘ \l“’

"TIran ' and ‘ms

Stah' of .Iran kept, the Kurds in Iraq
falrly qmet, but ‘still kept them  well

enough supphed to be “a card to.

play," as'a'C.LA. memo characterizes

his views. The C.LA. then viewed the-

6'w-key support :of the Kurds as “a
. .ufiquely . useful tool for weakening
[*our allys enemy’s,’ ‘says the report;

meaning Iran’s enemy, Iraq] poten ial”

for intérnatignal.. adventurlsm o

- "Then ‘the . Shah, havmg played Mr
leon for.a 'sucker on oil, played Mz£:
mi‘m'd for a doublecrosser on the Kurds?
i March 1975, with President Ford -
hopelessly dependent on ‘Henry Kis-
smaey;,(the Persxan rug was ]erked
“The extent ‘of our' ally’s -leverage
over U.S. policy,” continues the sup-
pressed_.Plke report, “was such.that
he- appa.rently ‘made no effort to notify
h;s ]umor American partners that the
programs end was near. :

“The’ msurgents were clearly taken

by surpnse as well. Their adversanes :
[the report is" referring to the Coms, -,
munist- donunated Iraqis], knowing ooy

f:he impending’ aid cut-off, launched- an
all»out search and destroy campaxgn
the day dfter- the .agreement was

sxgned The autonomy movement was !

over.”. . ." .
Our Shah—forsaken chents thé
Kurds turned to the United States.

~The €A chief of station in Teheraf
ﬁ@lt gu:lty and - cabled Director Colby;»
Dh March ‘18, 1975 “Iran s action has:-
fiot only shattered their political hopes, '

1t 'endangers lives of thousands”;
made ;s some suggestions for amehora-
tionand concluded “it would be the
decent thing for U.S.G. to do.”

The Kurdish leader, Gen. Mustafa
. Barzani, sent a plea to Mr. Kissinger
on that same day: “Our movement and
people are being destroyed in an un-
believable way with silence from ev-
eryone.” But on Henry Kissinger’s ad—
vice, President Ford maintained that
silence. Two-hundred thousand Kurd-
ish refugees fled to Iran, and 40,000
of the most vulnerable were forced
back to Iraq.

This unconscionable sellout took
place without a peep out of us, public
or-private; no U.S. pressure on the
Shah to make a decent deal for Kurd-
ish autonomy in Iraq; not even a
dime proposed for humanitarian aid:
Gerald Ford was the first U.S. Presi-
dent in such a circumstance to look
the other way

e’ighbor Iraq, ems
| rbraced, and. OPEC ‘price’ rises stunmed
‘the: Westem world. Through 1974, tHe

Al |

- “A>‘3‘high U.S, official,” who 15,1try1ng
t§! keep secret his remark to the Pike
committee staff, dismissed this betray-
al of an ethnic group that placed its
trust in the secret assurances of the
United States in these words:

“Covert action should not be con-
fused with missionary work.”

- That’s a tough guy talking. But since
When is it United States policy to
be tough on the weak and weak on'
the tough? When did U.S. Presidents
get in the habit of encouraging peo-
ple to fight for their freedom, giving

tithém« guns, -and ‘then cravenly walk-
ﬁngf&way from the consequences?

A ;rh,e: callous, amoral voice may..be .

- Henry: Kissinger’s, but that decision ~

of only eleven months ago ‘is'“the di-
rect responsibility’ of Gerald Ford. iIf
the President wants to defend this sell-
out of the Kurds at the command of
the Shah, let him do so; if he wants to
disavow thl's act of American dishonor, °

- let him fire the adviser who urged the

dishonorable decision upon h1m
Would such a dramatic dropping of
" the pilot be lacking in compassion to
Mr. Kissinger, that selfless aide who
longs to become an Oxford don at a
time of his own choosing? Perhaps.
But Presidential action should not be
confused with missionary, work. .
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