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Editor — The impending land-
ings of the supersonic Concorde in ,
New York and Washington D.C.
are not simply a local issye for a
few Easterners. Nor i it @ matter
to be settled by Kissingerian edict,

The British Aircraft Corpora-
tion admits. its main - reason for
seeking us. government approval

*ot these landings is to establish g
"bridgehead"”: ffom:which to ex-
pand sdies of the Concorde, As
‘the bredk-even production figure
for recouping losses is believed to
ibe about 130 planes, we ‘can see
‘what the expectations for Con-
corde traffic actudlly are.

As for the sound produced by
Concorde, | have heard the redl
thing in England — not the’ quali-
fied version “cunningly produced
for visiting dignitaries and the like
— and no amount of fooling
around with decibel meters can
alter the actual impact of that
sound: horrible! There are, of
course, other reasons for banning
such aircraft.
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