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Anne Legendre Armstrong
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" Anrde Legendre Armstrbng,"

whom President Ford report-
edly intends to name as Am-
bassador to Britain, is no
-stranger to the kind of gra-
cious socializing that such a
post requires.

Woman Nor is she un-
inthe familiar with the
role of enthusias-

News  tic representative

for the cause she
chooses to espouse: when
‘Watergate cast its pall across
“the Nixon White House it
was Mrs. Armstrong, a coun-
selor to the President, who
"often took up the defense.
Mrs. Armstrong, who would
become the first woman
American ambassador to
" Britain, served as courselor
to two Republican Presidents,
but began her life in politics
-working for a Democrat. At
assar, she was a volunteer
worker in the 1948 Presiden-

tial campaign for Pre51dent.,.--

" Truman.

Mrs. Armstrong was bom 5
in New- Orleans onm Dec, 27;

1927;.daughter of Afmant Le-
gend're a coffee importer
who belonged to a Creole

family. She attended the Fox~.

An.‘Middleburg;
r he’ ‘was presi:
dent of the student body arid
valedlctorlaq of her class. .*

When They Met .
After college, she worked

as..an assistant editor at -
.Harper's Bazaar, but left the

job to marry Tobin Arm-
strong, a tall and rugged
Texan whose 18-square-mile

ranch holds 3,000. head: pf

Santa Gertrudis -cattle. Thelr

courtship — four - months —
began when she visited a ‘1pg Profile continued:

classmate at the Kirfg Ranch,
-which adjains the Armstrong
i property T

. " 'The Armstrongs “have five
_childrén—two'girls and three
+ boys, including 19-year-old

twins. According-to Dorothy

Hasty, Mrs, Armstrong’s sec-

retary at the ranch, the chil--

dren, would probabfy stay in
this_ country if their mother’s
nomination was confirmed,
because they are in college.
:But Mr. Armstrong would ac-
company his wife to London,
the secretary said,

The Armstrongs are inde-
pendently wealthy, tradition-
ally a necessity in the London;,
post because the costs of its;

. maintenance and its soc1al
functions are so high. . .&

The American Ambassador

lives at Winfield House, a -
three-story, pink mansxon on

A 6 1976'

21/2 acres in Regent’s Park,
including  greenhouses, a
tennis court and swimming
pool. In 1969, when Walter
Annenberg ‘was the official
tenant there, Winfield House
underwent $1 million of im-
provements at Mr. Annen-
berg’s expense.

Life in London is not likely
to provide the easy access to
the rugged life that Mrs.
Armstrong came to enjoy as
the wife of a Texas rancher.

In Texhs; twhere ‘hersgreat
Urandfather, Loomda% Jetfer- -
son Storey, served . as.I_xeu-
tenant Governcr “in- 1889;

- Mrs. Armstrong entered pwou-‘- ;

tics at the grassroo-ts Tevel,
she says,*and then “sort of
branghed out.” :She began:
with ; ;préeinct  work and be-
came, d: Repubhcan in™tHe
gllﬁt Elsenhower campaxgn of

She became VLce chairman
of -the Texas Republican Par- |

’«ty and'a Natiohal Commit-.

teewoman. She was a deler'}
gate tq the Republican Na-\ :
“tional' Conventions, of 1964
and ’68, serving on theplats
form committee, In' 1969 she %
was on the. executive com-
mittee of the Republican Na-
tional Committee “and was
elected co- chairman, of the
Republican Party in- 1971

‘Open-Door Polxcy

_According to a Republican
“is one which parallels a

" Party profile of her few years
"stated objective of President

ago, her ‘political pHilosophy
Nixon—an cpen-door policy |
for the Republican party.” }

"’She\fm‘mly behetves that
the G.O'P: must" ‘be open to
all people, young !and old,

-faiths and races. Ariother one |

of her strong convictions 'is;
that there should . be morex‘,
and more women in ‘top gov-

_ernment positions.”

In 1972 Mrs. Armstrong

-went to the White House. As

a -counselor, with, -Cabinet-
levet* status to- Pre51déhts_
Nixon and Ford, she acted

‘in'a liaispn capacity in mat-
- ters relatin gto the country’s

:Spanish Americans, women,

" 'to youth and to the Blcenten-
- nial. She was a delegate to

the United :Nations food con- -
ference in Rome in 1974 and
.2 member-of the Commission

£0n the Organization ‘f- Goy-
“ernment. for the Formuldtion--
“of Foreign Policy. Iy

REMEMBER THE NEEDIEST!




