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'» WASHINGTON, Dec. 19—
President Ford vetoed today
ja'$45 billion appropriation for
“the Departments of Labor and
“lof Health, Education and Wel-
_fare, but still faced difficult
. political decisions on legislation
 on energy -and construction site
-.picketing, 5
.. Today’s veto, which Congres-
sional leaders will not try to
override until next month, was
the 42d by Mr. Ford since be-
coming President on Aug. 9,
1974. All but seven have been
sustained. . .
In his veto message to the
House of Representatives, the
President called the Labor and
* H.E.W. appropriation “a classic
example of unchecked spend-
ing.” < LERE
- .- He said that the bill provided
- nearly $1 billion more in spend-
. ing authority than he had re-
. ‘quested, would add $382 mil:
. lion to this year’s Federal defi-
ccit and would . increase per-
-manent Federal employment
. rolls by 8,000 workers. ’
“= “This bill ig, therefore incon-
'sistent with, fiscal discipLine
- and -with effective restraint on
.-the growth' of Government,”
the President’s -message de-
clared.

White House Confident

"ch_h of the appropriation|-

* vetoed today-would have pro-
vided funds for social pro-
grams, plans to provide jobs
for the unemployed and man-
power training, for health and

- nutrition operations and a va-

- riety of other programs de-
signed to assist individuals.

Senator Warre nG. Magnu-
son, Democrat of ‘Washington,

‘who is chairman of the Senate

., committee that prepared thel

Labor and H.E.W. appropria-
.tions for the current fiscal
- year, said that the veto “shows
that the President prefers the
politics of the veto over pro-
‘grams to assist the poor and
the sick.” :
The Senaitor urged Congreéss
to override the veto and said
- that today’s action was “an-
:other example of President
Ford’s failure to cooperate with

regard to the two bills.

$45 Billion for Social Heli);
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Congress and to provide feal
leadership for the American
people” . - ..

- At the White House today,

press secretary, said that the
President - was sure that his
veto would be sustained.
~. The appropriation vetoed to-
day, for the fiscal year ending
June 30, actually was for $36
billion. However, the President
also vetoed the. appropriation
for the transition period, July
1 to Sept. 30, adopted for the
changeover to ‘a new Federal
fisca] year that will begin.on
Oct. 1.0 =~ - 7 we
Meanwhile, “the President is
expected to decide shortly what
to do about two other impor-
tant pieces of legislation. One
is a bill that, among other
things, would roll back domes-
tic oil prices before gradually
decontrolling " them, The other
would allow - a. . construction
‘union_to shut down an entire
construction site when on
strike against a single contrac-

containg provisions intended to
a stabilize collective bargaining
in the "construction industry.

Several of the President’s
aides said-today that the Presi-
dent found himself .in a very
difficult political situation

William. I. Gréener, the deputy|

tor at thatsite. This bill also|

situation:on both bills,” said|-
one aide, adding, “He loses if|*
he -signs and he loses if he
vetoes,”. .

The President’s energy advis-

er, Frank G. Zarb, has recom-
mended that Mr. Ford Sign the
energy bill, which was a com-
promise ‘worked out by Mr,
Zarb with Congress. .
- The construction- legislation,
known as the “common situs
picketing”. bill- was prepared
with the strong support of the
Secretary of Labor, John T.
Dunlop, who said that failure
to pass it -would cause “un-|-
mitigated ‘hell” in construction|-
union negotiation.

However the President’s poli-
tical. advisers reportedly have
strongly urged him to veto both
'bills- to please conservative Re-
publicans, and, hopefully, coun-
ter "the appeal of Ronald Rea-
gan, the former Governor of
California who -is opposing Mr.
Ford for.the 19th G.O.P. Presi-
dential nomination: - -

_There has been heavy -lobby-
ing against ‘both proposals. The
Whife House said it has re-
ceived 72 letters: and telegrams
for the energy bill and 7,084
against it.” The count on the
picketing bill is 6,400 for an
652,000 against. . :

However, if Mr. Ford vetoes
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“The President is in a no-win

with|

thebills hé will appear to be
undercutting his own deputies.




