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The U.S. government uses
wiretaps, spy satellites and
other. forms of elec_tr.omc
surveillance on foreign of-
ficials ..and governments
.mainly. to gathe rmation
to be used i ming its
foreign policy,.according to
court documents on file here.
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foreign intelligence surs
veillapce since that appealsi?'
courtruling. -

It 'went to court in that in-
stance rather than place the
tap ‘without a warrant,
because ‘‘the ‘information
available was not deemed
s}:éficjgent to satisfy the
rg 'uir?ment that the subject
.or subjects of the surveillance
‘was or were agents of, or

ctive collaborators with, a
foreigi! pewer or foreign
-politicaliparty,” according to
thebrief, :
iAttorneys familiar with the
changing state of wiretap
litigation say the warrant in

" ‘that instance may be the first

so-called *‘national security™
warrant ever sought by the
federal government for a
wiretap. ‘

Much of the government's

brief focused on the
numerous” court decisions
involving wiretaps, and
specifically dissected the
recent appeals court ruling
here.

The government argued
that thé Attorney General and
the President - not federal
judges —- should decide
whether to authorize foreign
intelligence wiretaps by
weighting the public interest
against the effects of the. .
surveillances an individual
rights. ‘ B

Government attorneys
singled out the Strategic Armis

&

Limitation Talks, relations in

L . oA ideast and economie and
judicial warrant for one itions with other

i %;‘as examples of
ie' situations where
advance information on other.
governments’'  view§ " is
necessary. ‘e ortw
“The potential: ddigers
presented- in diplgmatic
confrontation are perhaps
more ‘subtle, but n§'dess
serious than direct, phy$icial
confrontation,”” Justice
Department attorneys said in
the brief authorized” by
Assistan8t Attorney  Gerderal
Richard L. Thornburgh
Foreign intelligence sur-
veillancesmay be virtually
continuous in opération*’ ' and
there may be no individuals
who are *'specifically: pre-
determined targets,''
government attorneys added.
“Such a surveillance would -
be designed to gather foreign .
intelligence information
helpful in understanding a
foreign government's -poliey
or which would assisit in*the"
formulation of the United
States’ own foreign policy,”
the government attorneys
said. )
The added that wiretaps,
satellites and confidential
informants “provide advance
indicators of foreign policy
initiatives,” although con-
ceding that at least one
country —- The Soviet Union™

+== reportedly counsels its
~.diplomats to assume that their

telephone conversations will
be monitored in the United

‘States.



